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THE MILITARY IS POISED TO LAUNCH 
a pursuit operation and “punitive ас- 
[> tions” against the attackers of a Marine 
coritingent in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan,- on 
“Tuesday, according to Lt. Col. Bartolome 
Bacarro; information chief of the Armed. 
© Forces of thé Philippines... io 
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INVESTMENT SCAM TWIST 


Suspect turns tables on NBI 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


А SUSPECTED PONZI INVEST- 
ment scheme operator yester- 
day turned the tables on his ac- 


cusers. 

Jomarc de la Paz, one of the suspected oper- 
ators of “Francswiss” online—an Internet- 
based “Ponzi” investment scheme, accused op- 
eratives of the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion of alleged kidnapping for ransom, illegal 
arrest, arbitrary detention, grave coercion, 
theft and carnapping, extortion and violation 
of the antigraft law and Republic Act 7438, 

De la Paz yesterday filed at the Office of the 
Ombudsman administrative and criminal charges 
against at least 15 NBI agents, including lawyer 
Rommel Vallejo, a certain Attomey Tabo, a certain 
Manny Fayre, Joey Guillen, “Michelle,” and 10 
John and Jane Does. He was accompanied by his 
lawyers Leo Garra and Arturo de los Reyes. 

In a three-page complaint, De la Paz 
claimed that NBI agents kidnapped him, kept 
him in a dark chamber, stole his luxury car 
and high-end cellphones and divested him of 
more than Р600,000 in cash. 


Mercedes Benz 

Dela Paz said that NBI operatives accosted 
him without an arrest warrant at around 2 
a.m, on July 2 while in a meeting with a friend 
who was borrowing money from him. 

He and his friend, whom he did not identify 
were allegedly whisked off to the NBI Head- 
quarters on Taft Avenue in Manila on board his 
silver convertible Mercedez Benz-SLK 230. 

А certain Tabo drove them to the NBI of- 
fice. His car has not been returned to him 
since then, Dela Paz claimed. 

“They took my cellphone when I told them 
Iwas going to call my sister to tell them where 
Iwas,” he said. 

He was also allegedly divested of his wal- 
let, which contained $2,500 and P80,000 
cash, а laptop computer, four Nokia cell- 
phones and important documents such as his 
passport, license and a Universal Serial Bus 
(USB) flash drive, a portable hard drive de- 
vice used to store computer files. 
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SEC warns 
investors of 
other scams 


"THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM- 
mission (SEC) yesterday said that suspected 
Intemetbased Ponzi investment schemes 
“SMFund.Com” and “sminvestmentoom,” 
which are apparently riding on the populari- 
ty ofa giant retail chain, do not have licens- 
es, registrations nor permits from the SEC to 
solicit funds from the public. 

To avoid confusion, SM Investments 
Corp, the holding firm for retail tycoon Hen- 
1y Sys investments in leisure property devel- 
opments, banks, malls and retail operations, 
has issued a notice to the public that SMIC, 
its subsidiaries and affiliates are not in any 
way connected with SMFund.com, smin- 
vestment.com and any other website asking 
for solicitations online. 

SMIC lawyers yesterday said the 
group plans to file a breach of trademark 
Jaws with the intellectual property office 
against the perpetrators of the scam once 
the SEC has identified them. 

‘The Anti-Money Laundering Council 
(AMLC) also warned the operators of the 
scam that it will apply to the fullest the 
provisions of the anti-money laundering, 
awon them. 

‘A Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent invest- 
ment operation that involves paying abnor- 
mally high, short-term retums to investors 
out of the money raised from new investors, 
rather than from profits generated by any re- 
albusiness. Elizabeth Sanchez Lacson 


The NBI agents, he claimed, also forced 
him to sign a waiver of detention in the ab- 
sence of his counsel 

In an interview with the INQUIRER yesterday, De 
la Paz said he ended up spending the night inside 
a dark cell after he refused to sign the waiver. 


Auction Dates: 


“I have a heart condition and being locked 
up there for hours gave me a hard time 
breathing," he said, adding that he finally 
yielded and signed the waiver the next day. 

Не was then transferred to the Manila Pearl 
Hotel fronting the NBI Headquarters. 

‘On his fourth day in “captivity” and after 
spending two days on the road with the police 
{as he was compelled to tag along in the man- 
hunt for the other suspects who remain at large), 
he was released upon allegedly paying the price 
of his freedom—which was at P500,000. 

“But at first they asked for P2 million. But1 
don't have that much money so we were able 
to settle at P500,000. It was my siblings who 
helped me gather that amount,” he said. 

He assailed the NBI for treating him like a 
criminal when in fact he гоо was a victim of 
the pyramiding scheme, which has duped un- 
suspecting investors in the Philippines of 
roughly P1 billion. 


Pyramid scheme 

Ponzi schemes are a type of illegal pyramid 
scheme named after Charles Ponzi, who swin- 
dled thousands of New England residents into 
investing in a postage stamp speculation 
scheme in the 1920s. 

“I am just among the investors of the said 
company and if they say that itis a scam, Iam 
Just a victim and is innocent of what hap- 
pened,” he said. 

He said that on May 2 he met Eleazard 
Castillo, who has been identified by the NBI 
as the chief financial adviser of FS Invest- 
ment, to discuss the scheme with the latter. 
Castillo was arrested early this week. 

During the meeting, Castillo mentioned 
that a certain Raymond Chua recruited him 
into the scheme, which supposedly originated 
from Singapore, De la Paz said. 

A few days later, he and his friends Gary Es- 
piritu and Eleno Cupay invested P50,000 each 
($1,000), he said. Espiritu is also one of the 
suspects being tracked down by the police. 

A day after, he was able to claim his 4.5 percent 
interest or $45 through an Intemetto-bank trans- 
action, justas what the scheme guaranteed. 

"I just wanted to earn money so I invested. I 
don't see anything wrong with that. I am just 
an investor, not the operator,” he stressed. 
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New lead still 
links military, 
says Jonas brod 


By T] Burgonio 


THE FAMILY OF MISSING 
activist Jonas Burgos yesterday 
welcomed a new lead that links. 
the military to his abduction in 
Quezon City on April 28. 

‘Army spokesperson Lt. Col. 
Ernesto Torres had admitted 
that a maroon Toyota Altis 
sedan with plate No. XBC 881, 
a staff car assigned to Army 
chief Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolenti- 
no, had been identified as one 
of two vehicles used as backup 
in Burgos? abduction. 

But Torres was quick to deny 
thecar was used in the abduction 
of Burgos, son of the late press 
freedom icon Jose Burgos Jr 

“Thats another lead that 
points to the military” Jose 
Luis, Burgos’ younger brother, 
said ina phone interview. 

Jose Luis dared the military 
to investigate and not to dis- 
miss outright the fresh devel- 
opment. 

“Whatever that information 
is, it should be investigated 
and should not be dismissed as 
they had done before, How can 
we know if the car was indeed 
used or notif its not investigat- 
ed by the military or the po- 


lice?" he said. 

Senior State Prosecutor Em- 
manuel Velasco had said that 
an informer had made the 
claim, and used this as basis to 
order the National Bureau of 
Investigation to look into the 
supposed involvement of six 
military personnel in Burgos’ 
disappearance. 

Jonas, who had been train- 
ing members of the Alyansang 
Magbubukid ng Bulacan 
(AMB), was snatched by a 
group of men and a woman 
from a restaurant at the Ever 
Gotesco mall in Quezon City. 

His family, who had tagged 
the military in the abduction, 
petitioned the Supreme Court 
last Wednesday to order the 
military to produce Jonas. 

Jose Luis said that the mili- 
tary had the penchant for dis- 
missing leads on the case out- 
right, as it had done after the 
police traced the plate of the 
vehicle used in the abduction 
to another vehicle impounded 
atan Army camp in Bulacan. 

“Without investigating it, 
they dismissed it outright. 
They even claimed it was 
stolen and blamed the Left for 
it” he said. 
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ferry over, says prober 


By Riza T. Olchondra 
and Delfin T, Mallari Jr, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


$ TENWHEELER TRUCKS TURNED LOOSE 


caused а roll-on roll-off (Ro-ro) vessel to tilt on 
its side after running aground off the coast of 
San Francisco town in Quezon province, a Mar- 
itime Industry Authority (Marina) official said 

“According to the survivors’ accounts of 
what happened, the rolling stock (10-wheeler 
trucks) in the vessel turned loose and rolled to 
the left side, causing the vessel to tilt,” Marina 
OIC for Enforcement Arnie S. Santiago said. 

San Francisco Mayor Ernani Tan also quot- 
ей survivors and crew as saying 14 trucks tilt- 
ed to one side of the vessel in rough waters 
spawned by strong monsoon winds. 

“The vehicles caused imbalance in the 
ship,” he said. 

The ill-fated vessel MV Blue Water 
Princess, carrying 141 passengers and crew, 
ran aground and tilted to its side about 500 
meters from San Francisco town after the 
483-ton vessel was battered by strong winds 
and 20-foot wave during a storm early Thurs- 
day. 


But officials have given conflicting figures 
on the number of fatalities and survivors. 

As of Friday night, municipal officials 
counted 11 dead, one injured, and five miss- 
ing, Quezon police reported 12 casualties and 
116 Survivors. The Philippine Coast Guard 
recorded eight deaths and 117 survivors. The 
company list claimed 11 casualties, four miss- 
ing and 111 survivors. 

But the military said 15 people were killed 
and 129 rescued. 

‘The vessel, which has a carrying capacity of 
256 passengers, left the Dalahican port in Lu- 
cena City Wednesday afternoon and was sup- 
posed to arrive in Masbate the next morning. 

‘The operator of Blue Water Princess has 
vowed to provide full assistance to all the vic- 
tims ofthe tragedy. 

“What happened was an unfortunate acci- 
dent. Our men did all their best to save all the 
passengers,” said Cris Buela, lawyer of Blue Mag- 
ic Ferries which operates the ill-fated vessel. 

Army Lt. Col. Rhoderick Parayno, spokesper- 
son for the military’s Southern Luzon Command, 
disclosed that search and rescue teams recovered 
two more bodies along the coast of San Francisco 
town Friday moming. With Inquirer wires 


No Korean visas for OFWs 


By Veronica Uy 
INQUIRER.net 


STARTING JULY 16, THE KOREAN EMBASSY 
in Manila will stop accepting visa applications 
of Filipino workers in retaliation for alleged 
extortion by immigration officials of Koreans 
in the country. 

‘The suspension is indefinite and is expect- 
ed to stay in place until the Philippine govern- 
ment acts on the complaints of the embassy. 

Immigration officials were not immediately 
available for comment. The Department of 
Foreign Affairs would also not comment until 
it received an official notice of the suspension, 

Inquirer.net section editor Joey Alarilla, 
who was at the embassy yesterday, said the 
suspension was announced over the em- 
bassy’s public address system. 

Lee Keon Ju, of the Korean embassy's visa 
section, confirmed the suspension. He said its 
lifting would depend on the action of immi- 


D 


gration officials regarding the embassy's com- 
plaints. 

А Filipino employee in the embassy who 
asked not to be named as she was not autho- 
rized to give out the information also con- 
firmed the suspension. 

“It is in reaction to the numerous harass- 
ment of BI (Bureau of Immigration] officials 
over the past two weeks. The embassy consul 
has been coordinating with the BI regarding 
the extortion incidents but there has not been 
any positive response,” she said. 

She said an average of 200 Filipino workers, 
mostly seamen and entertainers, applied for 
‘working visas with the Korean embassy every day. 

Asked if visa applications already received 
‘would still be processed, the Filipino workers 
at the Korean embassy said they had not been 
given instructions regarding the matter, 

The embassy receives some 100 tourist visa ap- 
plications every day These applications, she said, 
‘would continue to be processed by the embassy. 
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Ex-RSBS chief breaks 
silence on fund mess 


BREAKING HIS SILENCE FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
beleaguered former chief ofthe Armed Forces of 
the Philippines-Retirement and Separation Ben- 
efits System yesterday said he was accountable 
for only P30 million out of the P85 million which 
RSBS released for a land development project 
between 1994 and 1998. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Jose Ramiscal is facing four 
more counts of graft charges with the Sandigan- 
bayan, in addition to 13 counts for graft, 12 
counts for falsification of public documents and 
an estafa case filed against him since 1999. 

“Much have been said about the alleged RSBS 
controversy... during that time, 1 chose to keep 
silent and decided to just fight it out before the 
court of law to prove my innocence, But recent 
development proved me wrong,” Ramiscal said. 

The latest graft charges approved by the 
Office of the Ombudsman are in connection 
with the alleged anomalous release of more 
than P85 million in RSBS funds to bankroll 
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the development of a parcel of land at the 
Manila Bay Reclamation Area. lacey 
The antigraft body said Ramiseal approved ape 
the release of the funds without the autho- 1 2. 
rization of the Board of Trustees. NO MORE! 
Speaking to some reporters yesterday, \ 3 © 
Ramiseal clarified that he was only account- MW? A 
able for P30.18 million which he approved for (@ р 
2 


ntact 


four transactions. 

Of the P85 million in interest-free advances he 
supposedly extended to Bay Resources Develop- 
ment Corp. (Bradeo) from March 23, 1995, to 
Dec. 13, 1998, only P79.13 million was disbursed 
for the reclamation project during his term. 

'Ramiscal was RSBS chief from April 1994 
to July 1998. 

Bradco was a joint venture between RSBS and 
private contractor DM Wenceslao and Associates 
Inc, owned by Delfin Wenceslao, to undertake the 
purchase and development of a 10-ha property in 
the Manila-Cavite Coastal Road. — Jocelyn R. Uy 
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JDV backers swell to 183 solons, says top ally 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE NUMBER OF LAWMAKERS SUP- 
porting Pangasinan Rep. Jose de Vene- 
cia's bid to retain his leadership in the 
House for an unprecedented fifth term. 
has swelled to 183, according to an ally 
Iloilo Rep. Arthur Defensor, who has 
been designated by the De Venecia camp 
as the House majority leader in the next 


Congress should De Venecia again be- 
come speaker, said the group had re- 
ceived four more commitments of sup- 
port from House members: 

“We are not only confident, we are certain 
of victory for Manong Joe,” Defensor said in 
а statement following a caucus of Lakas- 
Christian Muslim Democrats on Thursday: 

De Venecia's bid to retain the post is 
being contested by Cebu Rep. Pablo Gar- 


cia, who said that he was resolved to 
change the image of the House as a 
chamber of “horse-traders.” 

Lakas, headed by its president, De 
Venecia, and Kampi, the two parties sup- 
porting President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
held caucuses early this week to fashion 
the leadership structure in the event of 
De Venecia's victory. 

Garcia charged that De Venecia backed. 


ош of a supposed pronouncement on TV 
that he agreed to a secret balloting to de- 
cide the next House speaker. 

“De Venecia realized that he still does 
not have the numbers despite his claim 
to the contrary, thus he was forced to 
backtrack on his earlier pronouncement 
that he was agreeing to a secret ballot- 
ing,” Garcia said in a statement. 

De Venecia was reported to have 


agreed toa secret vote in a caucus on Ju- 
ly 14. He has since said that a secret bal- 
loting was contrary to the party's posi- 
tion. 

"In making a 180-degree turn, De 
Venecia had even wanted to save face by 
saying it was a party decision made by 
Lakas-CMD. He should accept responsi- 
bility for his own blunder and not pin the 
responsibility on others," said Garcia. 


Joma still on terror 
list - Dutch embassy 


By TJ Burgonio 


CALLING ALL TPG PLANHOLDERS 


Please update your contact information with TPG to receive special 
communications on the on-going implementation of the approved 
rehabilitation plan and how it impacts your plan status and benefits. 


ply text: Upd8 Name, Tel No., Cel No., Email, Policy is, 
to 0920 4384488, 0927 3281038 


Example: Upd8 Cruz, Juan dela, #1 Rufino St, 
Caloocan City, 8948941/ 09188948941, 
juan@yahoo.com, FV - 12345678 


SELF-EXILED COMMUNIST LEADER JOSE 
Ма. Sison is not yet off the hook. 

‘The Dutch embassy said yesterday that Si 
son, the founder of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines, was still on the terror list of 
the European Union. 

The embassy explained that a European 
court merely voided a 2006 decision but not the 
2007 decision of the Council of the European 
Union placing Sison on the EU terrorism lst. 

Ina statement, the Royal Netherlands Em- 
bassy said the July 11 judgment of the Euro- 
pean Court of First Instance (ECFI) in Luxem- 
bourg annulled the Council's June 26, 2006 
decision which listed the CPP founding chair 
asa terrorist 

“The judgment of July 11 of the ECF! bears 
upon an old Decision which had already been 
‘withdrawn by the Council. The judgment does 
not concern the latest review process of the EU 
terrorism list by the Council, which culminated 
ina new list adopted on June 29, 2007,” it said. 

The Dutch embassy issued the statement 
оп the heels of the confusion caused by the 
judgment. 
| Sison had claimed that the judgment re- 

moved him from the Council's terrorism list. 

But Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on 
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ing the court merely dismissed a lower court's 
ruling freezing his assets, 

‘The embassy said that after the ECFI criti- 
cized its procedures, the Council drew upa new 
review process of the terrorism list that resulted 
in a new list adopted on June 29 this year, 

“The Council subsequently changed the re- 
view procedures in order to meet the short- 
comings which were pointed out by the 
Court. The new Decision taken on June 29, 
2007 follows the new procedures, which bet- 
ter safeguard the legal protection of persons 
and entities involved,” it said. 

“This new Decision, covering all persons 
and organizations on the EU terrorism list, in- 
cludes Mr. Sison, the CPP and the NPA (New 
People's Army) on the list and maintains the 
freeze on their assets,” it added, 

But Sison yesterday insisted that the ECFI 
nullified the Council's decisions in 2006 and 
this year. 

In a statement, he asserted that the ECFI 


decision butalso to the June 29, 2007 decision 
of the Council blacklisting him asa terrorist. 

He described the judgment as a “victory for 
the cause of justice.” 

“It is not merely my personal victory. It is a 
victory forall the people, my panel of lawyers, 
the National Democratic Front of the Philip- 
pines as intervenor and the International 
Gommittee-Defend," he said. 

The decision, Sison said, also paved the 
way for him "to demand compensation" for 
the social benefits and the moral damages in- 
curred by the Council against him. 

“It requires the Council to pay the costs of 
the litigation incurred by me and the NDFP as 
intervenor," he said. 

Sison is also the chief political consultant of 
the МОР which held peace negotiations with 
the government aimed at ending the decades- 
old communist insurgency But the peace 
talks bogged down after Sison was included 
onthe terror list of the US and the EU. 


Jinggoy sees potential 
of goat, sheep as food 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


LIKE HIS FATHER BEFORE HIM, SEN. JING- 
goy Estrada has taken to promoting the use 
of domesticated four-legged animals as an 
alternative source of meat and milk. 

‘Among the bills he filed for the 14th 
Congress is the proposed Philippine Goat 
and Sheep Act of 2007. 

Estrada's Senate Bill 153 calls for the cre- 
ation of a Philippine Goat and Sheep Center 
at the Central Luzon State University (CLSU) 
in the Science City of Muñoz, Nueva Ecija. 

The center, according to Estrada, would 
study and promote the use of Philippine 
goat and sheep milk, meat and fiber 

‘The bill echoes the law that his father, 
deposed president Joseph Estrada, spon- 
sored when he was senator, which became 
Republic Act 7307 or the Philippine 
Carabao Act of 1992. 

RA 7307 established а Philippine 
Carabao Center also in Мийог, Nueva Ecija 
in 1993. It was devoted to developing pro- 
grams meant to conserve, propagate and 
promote carabaos as a source of draft pow- 
er, meat, milk and hide. 

It was the only law that the elder Estrada 
managed to get passed in his five-year stint 
as senator before he successfully ran for 
vice president in 1992, and eventually for 
president in 1998. 

He was ousted from office by a popular 
revoltin 2001 in the middle of his impeach- 
‘ment trial for plunder and corruption. 

Both Estradas were charged with plun- 
der. But unlike his father, Sen. Estrada was 
allowed to post bail of half-a-million pesos. 

Father and son are now walting for the 
Sandiganbayan's verdict after a six-year trial. 

їп [йв bill, Sen. Estrada said his proposed 
Philippine Goat and Sheep Center would 
conduct research and development to im- 
prove the "productivity" of goats and sheep, 
including a scientific breeding program. 

“It is common to see Filipinos raise cat- 
tle, swine, poultry and other animals, but 


very few are seen raising goats and sheep 
even though this is a very promising alter- 
native source of milk, meat and fiber,” 
Estrada said in the bill's explanatory note. 

“By encouraging backyard goat and sheep 
development in rural areas, we can drastically 
reduce the importation of milk and milk prod- 
ucts while ensuring а steady source of food and 
additional income for our farmers,” he added. 

Through an organized breeding pro- 
gram, Estrada said farmers could avail of 
good quality goats and sheep stocks at all 
times and at reasonable prices. 

"Research efforts to increase the annual 
population growth rate of small ruminants 
to meet existing and future demand shall 
be pursued,” the bill said. 

He proposed an allocation of P20 million 
to set up the Philippine Goat and Sheep 
Center which would be headed by an exec- 
utive director. 

He said the salaries and operating bud- 
get of the center shall be taken from the na- 
tional budget. Any income from the sale of 
goats and sheep would be placed in a re- 
volving fund for the propagation and distri- 
bution of goats and sheep. 

Estrada also proposed that a Philippine 
Goat and Sheep Center Advisory Board be 
set up to formulate policies. 

‘The board will be composed of the CLSU 
president as chair, the agriculture depart- 
ment's Bureau of Animal Industry director 
as vice chair and the center’s executive di- 
rector as secretary. 

‘The other members will be the executive 
director of the Philippine Council for Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Natural Resources Re- 
search and Development (PCARRD) and 
representatives of the provincial govern- 
ment and the farmers sector. 

Estrada also proposed that regional 
satellite centers be set up in the Visayas 
State University in Leyte (for the Visayas) 
and in the Department of Agriculture- 
Bagalupa Stock Farm in Zamboanga del 
Sur (for Mindanao). 
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Party-list winner expels Miriam’s son 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


AWINNING PARTY-LIST GROUP ALLEGEDLY 
a front for Malacafiang, has withdrawn its No. 
1 nominee to the House of Representatives, 
who happens to be a son of administration 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago. 

‘The Alliance of Rural Concerns (ARC) has 
filed a notice with the Commission on Elec- 
tions, withdrawing the nomination of Narciso 
“Archie” Defensor III last July 6, nearly two 
months after the mid-term elections. 

Frank Roy Ribo, ARC national president, 
yesterday urged the Comelec to immediately 
act on the notice, claiming that it was not op- 
posed by the younger Defensor. 

Ribo said the nomination was withdrawn 
only now because violations allegedly took 
place after the May 14 elections, 

‘The ARC was among the first 13 party-list 
groups proclaimed by the Comelec. It gota to- 
tal of 338,194 votes, 

Party-list organizations earlier criticized the 
ARC for accommodating the younger Defensor 
‘who had no previous connection with the peas- 
ant group. Even more intriguing was the fact 
that the senator's son landed as the group's top 
nominee, displacing long-time party stalwarts. 

Ribo yesterday said he was personally ap- 
proached by the younger Defensor who had 
asked to be included in the group's list of 
nominees. 

But Ribo denied that the ARC had been 
pressured by Malacanang. 

"We accommodated him because we 
thought that with him in the lower house and 
his mother in the Senate, we could better 
achieve our goal,” he told the Inquinen, refer- 
ring to the extension of the Comprehensive 
‘Agrarian Reform Program (CARP), which is 
set to expire next year. 

But four months after Defensor was formal- 
ly admitted to the group, the ARC leadership 
dropped him as its top nominee and was 
working оп his expulsion. 

The Inquirer tried but failed to reach De- 
fensor on his two cellular phones. 

In а resolution dated July 6, the ARC's 14- 
member national executive committee 
agreed to withdraw Defensors nomination 
due to “loss of confidence, dishonesty, unau- 
thorized exercise of authority, and gross viola- 
tion” of the group's constitution and by-laws. 

Defensor was replaced with Romulo 
Tapayan. 

‘The ARC leadership also scored Defensor 
for failing to attend all but one of the group's 
meetings. 

It also “discovered that (he) had filed with 
the Comelec a statement of expenditures and 
contributions without any authority from the 
party” while failing to “report or account to 
the party such funds received in connection 


— 
uua a laur ЕР УНЫ 
а dirlo do, 


MAKEOVER PRIZE 
wort одой 
^vacs 1G WINNERS 
FOR 4 MONTIS Aizo LUCKY 
CONSOLATION PRIZE WINNERS 
wil each bring one 
Ст VOUCHERS. 
worth P10,000 marti 
A total of 20 
consolation prize Winners: 
for á month 


APPLY NOW! Call 631-8000. 
Promo starts on April 15 up to August 15, 2007 | 
See Flyers aid inserts for details: f 
Fo "oer DENCH лет мө SÉ 


dem 
1 
! 
i 


creen vcn 


app' ESN, 


our name fs your guarantee . 


oma PHILIPS 
66.04cm (26") TA2800 HDTV 


+ high-definition LCD WXGA display, 1366x768p 
* HD ready fr the highest quality display of HDTV signals: 


+ Progressive Scan component video for optimized image quality і 


п ж 
«interest 

Я in12 months 
low low-monthly installment 


23,331 mont 


"NI major redit cards accepied 


DVD player pvp4oso 
+ progressive scan component video for 
Aline nage uat : 
+ CD, MP3-CD, CD-R/RW 8 Windows Media" Audio 
Тра design 


9 
| 


| 


with the May 14, 2007 national elections.” 
Sandigan: 
No US trip 
for Atong 
Ang yet 


NO US TRIPS FOR 
Charlie “Atong” Ang 
justyer. 

The Sandigan 
bayan special divi. 
sion yesterday de- 
nied Ang' request to 
visit his family for 20 
days in Las Vegas, 
Nevada for lack of 
merit and urgency. 

The former gam- 
bling buddy of de- 
tained President 
Joseph Estrada got off 
with two years proba- 
tion last month after 
pleading guilty to brib- 
ing an official in Estra- 
da's plunder trial. 

Ang also agreed to 
give the government 
P25 million suppos- 
edly representing his 
take from the P130 
million in tobacco ex- 
cise taxes that he and 
Estrada allegedly di- 
verted in 1998. 

“After due consider- 
ation of the instant mo- 
tion, the court resolves 
to deny the same for 
lack of merit, there be- 
ing no justifiable bet 
grund nor urgencyto |? Àj ation charges rom P95 1° 
grant [Angs] motionto | Modi Ron 
travel abroad,” the 
two-page resolution is- 
sued late aftemoon 
yesterday. 

In asking the courts 
permission, Ang said 
the brief rip would al- 
ow him to spend time. 
with his family. 

He also said that 
the travel pass would 
allow him to settle fi- 
nancial obligations he 
had incurred since he 
‘was released from the 
North Las Vegas jail in 
2002. Jocelyn R. Uy 
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Zubiri in, Pimentel out; no TRO 


From page Al 


with Pimentel's yellow-clad or be- 
sibboned supporters was subdued. 

"The votes whether or not to is- 
sue a TRO is 7-7. You need eight 
votes (or more) for the granting 
ofa TRO. Since its 7-7, there's no 
TRO,” Supreme Court spokesper- 
son Jose Midas Marquez told re- 
porters shortly after the nearly 
seven hours of oral arguments on 
Pimentel's petition to stop the 
proclamation of the 12th senator 
until he had questioned what he 
argued were manufactured elec- 
tion documents in the hands of 
the Commission on Elections. 

Marquez said he could not im- 
mediately say which of the jus- 
tices voted for the TRO, and 
whichdid not. 

“There was no more judicial 
obstacle to the proclamation of 
Mr. Zubiri,” Comelec Commis- 
sioner Rene Sarmiento told re- 
porters after the high court vote. 

“The Supreme Court has not is- 


sued a TRO, which means there is 
no legal impediment for the Com- 
elec to do the proclamation,” 
Jimenez said, 

‘The Supreme Courts 14 justices 
were divided right down the mid- 
dle on the issue whether or not to 
grant the plea of Aquilino Pimentel 
TII, of the Genuine Opposition. 


Combination of 7s 

In the end, the combination of 
sevens—a 7-7 vote after a debate 
of nearly 7 hours—brought Pi- 
mentel no luck. 

On the other hand, Zubiri, speak- 
ing to INQUIRER editors and reporters 
during a dinner on Thursday night, 
said that 13 was his lucky number 
since he was bom on April 13. 

And yesterday was Friday the 
13th. 

It was the second time Pi- 
mentel failed to get a TRO from 
the high tribunal. In his first un- 
successful attempt, Pimentel had 
asked the court to stop the can- 
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vassing of votes from Maguin- 

danao where armed men alleged- 

ly helped fill out ballots with the 
"Т candidates, 

A smiling Zubiri said he was re- 
lieved the issue was over and 
added he was excited about 
working in the Senate. 

“(But) right now, I just want to 
take a vacation with my wife,” he 
said as he kissed Audrey and put 
an arm around her. 

Based on Comelec records, Zu- 
biri had an 18,372-vote margin 
over Pimentel, 

Pimentel called on the Comelecto 
hold off Zubir's proclamation—out 
of judicial courtesy—until the high 
tribunal had decided on his main pe- 
tition, saying that only his prayer for 
a TRO was resolved yesterday 

He thanked his lawyer, Leila de 
Lima, who argued on his behalf 
and earned praise from two jus- 
tices for her performance during 
the arguments. 

De Lima was interpellated for 
over four hours. 


“Most difficult time" 

Zubiris victory meant a 7-3-2 
count for the opposition in the fight 
for 12 Senate seats which were 
contested їп the May elections. 

‘The Comelec en banc, sitting 
as the National Board of Can- 
vassers, had scheduled Zubiris 
proclamation for last Tuesday but 
later deferred it in deference to 
the Supreme Court. 

“The most difficult time for me 
and my family was last Tuesday. I 
already called everyone in my 
family. Then in one hour, we were 
told that the proclamation was 
deferred. My wife and I were de- 
pressed,” Zubiri said in an inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 


How Supreme Court! 
Justices Voted - 


YES to granting TRO: 
Chief Justice Reynato Puno, 
Leonardo Quisumbing, Con- 
‘suelo Ynares Santiago, Angeli- 
na Sandoval Gutierrez, Alicia 
Austra Martinez, Adolf Azcuna. 
and Antonio Carpio. 


NO to granting TR 
Cancio Garcia, Antonio Eduar- 
do Nachura, 
Nazario, Renato Corona, Dante. 
Tinga, Conchita Carplo Morales 
and Presbitero Velasco. 


Today is exactly two months 
since the May 14 midterm elections 
that were said to be a referendum 
оп President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


A month short of record 

Zubir’s victory fell a month 
short of the record for the longest 
time it took to proclaim a winning 
senatorial candidate in the post- 
Marcos period. 

‘The Comelec took 94 days to de- 
dare Juan Ponce Enrile the 24th 
winning senator ín the first post- 
Marcos Senate on Aug. 13, 1987. 

Jimenez said last Tuesday that 
the results of the uncanvassed 
vote tallies, or certificates of can- 
vass (CoCs), would no longer af- 
fect Zubiri's lead over Pimentel. 

Jimenez said votes from Tan- 
dubas, Tawi-Tawi, Pantar, Lanao 
del Norte, and in five precincts in 
Bogo, Cebu—with a combined to- 
tal number of 10,449 registered 
voters—would no longer affect 
Zubiri's lead over Pimentel, 

With the Bais, Negros Oriental, 
votes officially tallied, Zubiri ob- 


Corona alarmed 


inita Chico 


succeeded 


Corona said. 


sults, 


Special elections 


tained a total of 11,001,730 votes 
compared to Pimentel’ 10,983,358, 

Pimentel had wanted to stop the 
proclamation of the 12th senator, 
saying he was deprived due pro- 
cess because he was not allowed to 
question the Maguindanao munic- 
ipal certificates of canvass. 


During the oral arguments, 
Justice Renato Corona said he 
was worried that by granting Pi- 
mentel's plea for a TRO, the high 
court would be giving him too 
much power to delay the procla- 
mation of the 12th senator 

“Tm alarmed at the power 
which the court is going to give to 
you the moment we grant the pe- 
tition. At best, you would have 
in disenfranchising 
the Maguindanao electorate and 
reviving an issue already buried 
in the petition you reversed,” 


“You'll have the power to tie up 
or hold up the Maguindanao can- 
vassing, hold up the rightful win- 
ner from taking his place.” 

ре Lima replied that her and 
Pimentel's position was that the 
Maguindanao results were not 
authentic and if the documents 
were manufactured, then these 
did not reflect the accurate re- 


Corona also asked why Pi- 
mentel would rather not question 
the Maguindanao figures before 
the Senate Electoral Tribunal, He 
added that the Pimentel camp 
feared the process in the tribunal 
would drag but was not worried 
about dragging the process of the 
counting and proclamation. 


Justice Antonio Carpio said Pi- 
mentels ultimate objective of ex: 
cluding Maguindanao votes could 
not be achieved without determin- 
ing whether elections were held or 
not, and if there were no elections, 
the proper remedy would be to 
hold special elections and not to 
exclude Maguindanao votes, 

De Lima said she was not ob- 
jecting to special elections. 

Justice Angelina Sandoval 
Gutierrez asked TU lawyer Ro- 
mulo Macalintal if he believed 
the elections in Mindanao were 
clean considering that vote tal- 
lies were lost, election supervi- 
sor Lintang Bedol disappeared, 
а witness to alleged electoral 
fraud was killed and there was a 
delay in getting most of the 
CoCs. 

“Do you still believe the victory 
of your client is true?" she asked. 

Macalintal said he believed so. 

Opposition election lawyer 
Sixto Brillantes was questioned 
by Justice Conchita Carpio 
Morales on his purported state- 
ments on ANC network. 

Morales said she heard Bril- 
Jantes say if Pimentel would not 
get justice from the court, he 
would take to the streets - which 
was a “veiled threat” to the court, 
she said. 

Brillantes said he did not re- 
member making such a statement 
and added he remembered say- 
ing he expected the court to be 
fair. 

Morales said she could ask for 
the tape from ANC. 

When Brillantes said he proba- 
bly made the statement, Morales 
said: “You yourself admitted you 
might have said it. Noted.” With 
areport from PDI Research 


Migz admits image problem ... 


From page Al 


“will be known as the senator who won be- 
cause of Maguindanao, It will haunt me be 
cause there will always be a section of the coun- 
пу with doubts. It's very difficult to erase that, 
undeniably so,” Zubiri said over dinner with In- 
ойла editors and reporters Thursday night, the 
eve of the crucial Supreme Court oral argu- 
ments. 

The high courts oral arguments gave Zu- 
bis closest rival, Genuine Opposition's 
Aquilino "Коко" Pimentel Ш, a chance to prove 
that the Commission on Elections denied him 
due process in trying to show that the Maguin- 
danao returns had been manufactured 


ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 


DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE 
Application for admission of new students for the 2nd Trimester, School Year 2007-2008 
Tor the following degree programs is now going on: 


MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 


A 24 to 36-month training program for young professionals to become 


senior managers and leaders in the future 


ATENEO-REGIS ACCELERATED MBA PROGRAM 
A flexible and accelerated 14-month program for employed 
managers training to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 


A focused 28-month program for employed managers training 
to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MBA IN HEALTH PROGRAM 


A 24-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector 
ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE VISIT hup://gsb.ateneo.edu 
AND CLICK ONLINE ADMISSION AND FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM. 
SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
8:00 a.m. Saturday, July 21 & August 4, 2007 


For additional information, please write or call. 
THE REGISTRAR 
ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING 
#20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City 
“Tels: 8997601 Joc, 2214, 2215, 216 & 2217 + 7292000 / 8995548 direct line 
E-mall: emansibangG@epsatenco.cdu Office hours: 12nn8pm 
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Ateneo de Manila University 
Graduate School of Business 


Ateneo Professional Schools Building, Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, City of Makati, Philippines 
та. (632) 899-7691 to 96 or (632) 7292001 to 2003 * Fax: (632) 899-5548 • Website: http://psb.ateneo.edu 


SCHOOL OF THOUGHT 


Pimentel also asked the high court to stop 
the Comelec from making any proclamation 
of the last winning senatorial candidate. 

‘The Supreme Court, however, decided not 
to grant Pimentel's petition. Zubiri was pro- 
claimed the 12th and last winning senator 
yesterday. (See banner story.) 

Raking in more than 195,000 votes from 
Maguindanao enabled Zubiri to edge out Pi- 
mentel from the 12th senatorial slot by an es- 
timated 17,000 votes. 

Without the Maguindanao results, Pi- 
mentel would have won over Zubiri by over 
110,000 votes. 

‘And while Maguindanao had given him the 
winning votes, the controversy eroded his 
credibility, Zubiri said. 


Modernization 

Even if he did not take part іп any fraud, he 
said he still felt the need to "redeem" himself 
once he assumes his Senate seat. 

“1 just want to buckle down to work and re- 
deem myself,” he said. 

For one, the Maguindanao experience 
stressed the need for the modernization of the 
electoral. process, Zubiri said, stressing that 
he would “push” for the election computeri- 
zation in the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM), especially in the count- 
ing of the results. 

“es in the act of filling out these forms 
(election returns, statement of votes, munici- 
pal and provincial certificates of canvass) 


where the hanky-panky takes place,” he said. 


Electoral protest 

Zubiri said he would also welcome any elec- 
toral protest Pimentel would file against him 
before the Senate Electoral Tribunal (SET). 

He added that he would support any inves- 
tigation into the Maguindanao election mess. 

“The best thing to do is to open the ballots at 
the SET. welcome any protest because it would 
only serve to clear my name," Zubiri sai. 

He would have welcomed a special election 
in Maguindanao had the Comelec ordered 
опе, he said, simply because he was confident 
that he would again trounce the GO candi- 
date in the province, just as he beat him in Ca- 
gayan de Oro, the Pimentels’ hometown. 


Who really won? 

Zubiri said he had campaigned hard in 
Maguindanao, making sure he met with Gov. 
Andal Ampatuan and pressing the flesh of his 
constituents. 

It came to a point, he said, that he wanted 
Pimentel and himself included in the forth- 
coming barangay elections to prove once and 
forall who really won. 

Zubiri said he was certain that Pimentel 
would not stand a chance in Maguindanao. 
because the latter had already angered the lo- 
cal officials there. 

“Tm sure the officials there are mad at Koko 
because they were painted as cheats," Zubiri 
said. 


World's tallest man takes a bride 


From page Al 

tisements around the world, It turns out he 
didn't have to look far—1.68-meter 
(S-foot-6) saleswoman Xia Shujian hails from 
his hometown of Chifeng. 


Cart and limo 

Bao wore a specially designed light blue 
gown topped with a gold vest, and rode to his 
bride's camp in front of ће tomb in a cart 
pulled by two camels, AP Television News re- 
ported. A limo followed the cart. 

In keeping with Mongolian tradition, the 
brides attendants tried to "stop" Bao from 
getting into the camp. But they relented after 
the giant groom's sincere appeals, and he was 
offered tea by the bride's relatives, symboliz- 
ing that he had been accepted into her family. 

He did not kowtow to his parents and 
in-laws because of his extraordinary height 
and arthritis in his knees, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

Bao, 56, and Xia, 28, married in a civil сеге- 
mony in March. This time, more than 2,000 
people turned out for the ceremonial nup- 
tials, including relatives, locals and a large 
crowd of journalists. 


Dolphins’ savior 

Bao was confirmed last year by the Guin- 
ness Book of World Records as the world’s 
tallest person. Xinhua said his growth was 
normal until age 16, when a growth spurt 
shothim up to his current height within seven 
years. 

He was in the news in December after he 
used his long arms to save two dolphins by 
pulling plastic out of their stomachs. 

‘The dolphins got sick after nibbling on 
plastic from the edge of their nnol at an aauar- 


ium in Liaoning province. Attempts to use sur- 
gical instruments to remove the plastic failed 
because the dolphins’ stomachs contracted in 
response to the instruments, Chinese medi 

reported. AP 


HE PINGPING (right) stands 2 feet, 5 inches 
shakes the hand of the tallest man Bao 
Xishun (seated) in north China's Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region on Friday. He 
is applying for the Guinness Book of Record 
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Petron, Shell slash LPG prices 


Reyes warns against buying 
exotic birds from ‘black market 


By T] Burgonio 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY ANGELO 
Reyes yesterday advised the public 
against buying exotic birds from the 
black market as a precaution against 
the Avian influenza. 

“The Philippines is still bird flu-free 
but we must constantly be on alert 
against the entry of the highly 
pathogenic avian influenza or bird flu 
virus in the country. It would be wise 
for the public to stop buying birds 
from the black market,” Reyes said. 

То keep it that way, the country 
should refrain from importing birds 
from affected countries, he said. 

Reyes issued the new advisory af- 
ter government agents seized a ship- 
ment of 281 exotic birds, mostly 
green-naped lorikeets from Indone- 


“WATCH, DON'T CATCH’ 


RP bird festival 


‘THE WILD BIRD CLUB OF THE PHILIPPINES 
is holding the 3rd Philippine Bird Festi 
val—Sugbu, Just Watch, Don't Catchl, a 2-day 
event to raise conservation awareness 
through the promotion of bird watching and 
the responsible appreciation of nature. 

The logo of this year's bird festival is the 
Cebu Flowerpecker, a species found only Ce- 
bu. This species was thought to be extinct un- 
til chanced upon by a visiting amateur bird- 
watcher in 1992. 

Now on its third year, the Philippine Bird Festi- 
val will be held atthe Waterfront Cebu City Hotel 
Be Casino on Sept. 21, and at the Olango Island 
Nature Sanctuary on Sept, 22. 

"The festival at the Waterfront Hotel will fea- 
ture lectures, photo exhibits, film shows, art 
activities and face-painting for kids. The Bird 
Festival will culminate with the 2nd Philippine 
Duck Forum where conservationists and the 
academe will discuss the status and local ef- 
forts to save the endemic Philippine Duck. 

Оп the second day, delegates will head for 
the Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary to wit- 
ness the arrival of the first migrant shorebirds 
from northern Asia and hold joint activities 
with the island community. 


Raise awareness on diversity 

WBCP vice president and festival chair Alice 
Villa-Real said organizers hope to raise aware- 
ness on the diversity of Cebu bird life and pro- 
‘mote conservation of threatened species and 
habitats on the island. Schools are encouraged 
to participate and admission is free. 

The idea to hold the festival in Cebu was con- 
ceived early this year and has received support 
and encouragement from conservation organi- 
zations and business sector. Among the organi- 
zations that are participating in the festival are 
the Philippine Eagle Foundation, Cebu Biodi- 
versity Conservation Foundation, WWEPhilip- 
pines, Center for Environmental Awareness and 
Education, Isla Biodiversity Conservation and 
Kaakbay CDI. The Wild Bird Society of Taipei 
(Taiwan), the Asian Raptor Research and Con- 
servation Network (Malaysia) and the Bird 
‘Conservation Society of Thailand have also con- 
firmed their attendance. 

“The 3rd Philippine Bird Festival а watershed 
event for bird watching and environmental con- 
servation in Cebu,” said WBCP president Michael 
Lu. "We are officially launching the bird festival 
during the Clubs 4th Anniversary on July 14." 

‘The 3rd Philippine Bird Festival is spon- 
sored by the Mirant Foundation, the Ramon 
“Aboitiz Foundation, the Cebu City Mayor's Of- 
fice, Sulpicio Lines and WWE Philippines. For 
sponsorship inquiries, contact Festival Chair 
Alice Villa-Real (Manila) at pathway93@ya- 
hoo.com or 0917-5397861. 


Meralco launches 
Sibol school in QC 


‘THE 13TH MERALCO SIBOL SCHOOL WAS 
launched on June 20 at the Gawad Kalinga 
Brookside Village in Barangay Silangan, 
Quezon City. 

‘The school was built in response to the 
need to bring community-based preschool ed- 
ucation to the heart of adopted GK communi- 
ties, and in keeping with the Manila Electric 
Co.'s vision that every Filipino child deserves 
to have access to good education and to finish 
school, the company said in a statement. 

Meralco chair and CEO Manuel Lopez 
turned over the ceremonial keys to Zeny 
Reyes, Kapitbahayan president of Brook- 
side Village. 

“The Sibol School is our way of nurturing 
the dreams of children and families,” Lopez 
said, adding that the company had been 
putting corporate social responsibility into ac- 
tion through education, “which has the power 
to change lives and transform communities.” 

Among those present at the launch were 
Gerry Alonzo, GK project director; Sr. Cora 
Pacheco, FMM, apostolate in charge of GK 
Brookside; and GK prime mover Tony Meloto. 

Jose de Jesus, president and CEO of the Mani- 
Ja North Tollway Corp., represented the Ateneo 
Alumni Classes of 1952 and 1956, who chose the 
Brookside GK Village as their beneficiary. 

Each Sibol School is equipped with a Li- 
wanag Learning Package consisting of learning 
materials, storybooks, and educational toys, as 
well as necessary furnishings and equipment. 

‘Meralco plans to build 12 Sibol Schools in 2007. 


sia, in Davao City early this week. The 
cargo also yielded a wallaby, a saltwa- 
ter crocodile and a Javan warty pig. 

‘The multiagency Avian Influenza 
Protection Program (AIP) Task 
Force disposed of the birds with car- 
bon dioxide, and incinerated these at 
the quarantine office of the National 
Bureau of Investigation. 

The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources has been wary of birds 
imported from Indonesia, which has been 
declared as Avian flr hot zone by the 
World Health Organization and which re- 
cently reported fresh cases of bird lu. 

"There is an upsurge of bird flu cas- 
es in Asia, Europe and Africa, and we 
hear reports of new cases in several 
more countries. We do not want that 
to happen here,” Reyes said, 

Bird shipments from Indonesia can 


in Mindanao. 
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Flowerpecker as logo. 
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GOSPEL 


Saturday, July 14, 2007 

14th Week in Ordinary Time 
BI. Kateri Tekawitha / Camillus de Lel 
lstReading: бел 49:29-32; 50:15-26 
Gospel: Matthew 10:24-33 

Jesus said to his apostles, "A student is 
not above his teacher, or a slave above his 
master. A student should be glad to be- 
come like his teacher, and the slave like his 
master. If the head of the family has been 
called Beelzebul, how much more the 
members of the family! So, do not be 
afraid of them. 

“There is nothing covered that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing hidden that will not 
be made known. What I am telling you in the 
dark, you must speak in the light. What you 
hear in private, proclaim from the housetops. 

“ро not be afraid of those who kill the 
body, but have no power to kill the soul 
Rather be afraid of him who can destroy 
both body and soul in hell, For only a few 
cents you can buy two sparrows, yet not 
one sparrow falls to the ground without 
your Father's consent. As for you, every hair 
of your head has been counted, So do not be 
afraid: you are worth much more than 
many sparrows. 

“Whoever acknowledges me before others 
Iwill acknowledge before my Father in heav- 
en. Whoever rejects me before others I will 
reject before my Father in heaven.” 
Commentary 

Jacob charges his sons to bury him along- 
side Abraham/Sarah/Isaac and Rebekah 
and Leah. And when he is buried, Joseph's 
brothers once again worry if he will turn on 
them and pay them back for trying to kill 
him. They put words of Jacob into their 
mouths and ask Joseph to forgive them—as 
though they were their father’s words. Joseph 
‘weeps and promises to provide for them and 
their children, telling them that God works 
through what they have done and that he 
does not hold their jealousy and murderous 
intent against themi Joseph dies old in Egypt, 
telling his descendants that God will lead 
them out of Egypt to the land that he 
promised their fathers before them. Joseph 
amazingly knew the forgiveness of God and 
extended it to those of his own who still did 
пог understand that Joseph's life was bound 
to God and that there is nothing that cannot 
be redeemed and blessed by God. 

We, as Jesus’ disciples must learn that we 
are cared for that way and that our Father 
tends to us every moment. Nothing happens 
without God's witness and God holds our 
worth precious. 

‘Claretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
loge, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Ciy; Tel: 921-3984: Fax: 921-7429; 
Email cci@clarecorg; Websites: http://www bible 
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enter through the ports of General 
Santos, Davao and Zamboanga City 


The birds and animals were seized 
from one Mike Artucilla, who, along 
with Indonesian interpreter Randay 
Mandumi, purchased them in Halmi- 
Jira, Indonesia. 

Artucilla faced charges for violation 
of the Republic Act 9147, also known 
as the Wildlife Resources Conserva- 
tion and Protection Act of the Philip- 
pines, while Mandumi was placed un- 
der the custody of the Bureau of Immi- 
gration and Deportation. 

‘The DENR has banned the impor- 
tation of all pet and cage birds from 
countries where an incidence of 
Avian flu has been reported since 
2004. The ban covers birds coming 
from Indonesia, Cambodia, China, 


Hong Kong, Japan, 
Laos, Pakistan, South 
Korea, Thailand, Tai- 
wan and Vietnam. 
The bird flu is a 
contagious disease of 
animals caused by 
viruses that normally 
infect only birds and, 
less commonly, pigs. 


FOR THE SECOND TIME THIS MONTH, 
Petron Corp. and Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp. cut the price of their liquefied 
petroleum gas by 56 centavos a kilogram, in- 
clusive of the 12-percent value-added tax. 

This price cut brought prices of 11-kilo- 
gram LPG cylinders to between P468.54 and 
P515.68. Their new prices take effect at 12:01 
a.m. today. 

Petron, Shell and Total (Philippines) Corp. 
last week implemented a similar price cut, at 
tributed mainly to the reduction in the inter- 
national contract price of LPG in July. 

According to data from the Department of 
Energy, the international contract price of 
LPG plunged to only, $589 per metric ton 
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Spanish-inspired 
Quezon City condo 
for as low as 


P642, 200. 
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Firearms Safety 101 
Educating the Public 

on Intelligent 

Gun Ownership 


July 12 - 16, 2007 


Megatrade Hall, Gil, Megamall, 
5th Level, Bldg. B, Mandaluyong City 
10:00am - 8:30pm 


‘SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS: 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE 
CIVIL SECURITY GROUP 
FIREARMS & EXPLOSIVES DIVISION 


(MT) this month, $17 per MT lower than last 
month's $606 per MT price. 

Earlier in the month, Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said he expected cooking gas 
prices to go down this month, due to the drop 

LPG prices in the international market. 

Abigail L. Ho 
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Payback time: AFP girding for major o 


From page Al 
now. 

He said a battalion from the 
First Marine Landing Team sta- 
tioned in Luuk, Sulu, was expected 
to arrive in Tipo-Tipo last night. 

“Their mission, based on the 
instructions of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, is to go after the per- 
petrators," he said. 

Asked to explain the sudden 
turnaround from the statement 
the other day of AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. 
that the military would hold its 
guns for now in consideration of 
the governments peace talks 
with the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, Bacarro said both the Pres- 
ident and Esperon were "out- 
raged by what had happened.” 

“The Chief of Staff is really an- 
gry but of course he is not show- 
ing it and keeping it to himself,” 
Bacarro said. 


“Prepositioning’ 

The fresh troops will augment 
the 1st Marine Brigade and an 
Army brigade already in Basilan. 

They will be "prepositioned" 
for the eventual “operations,” 
Bacarro said, adding: 

“Definitely there will be puni- 
tive actions. One thing definite is 
there will be movement.” 

‘Asked whether the troops would 
pursue the MILF or the Abu Sayyaf 
in its operations, Bacarro declined 
to reply But he said reports of ‘Abu 
Sayyaf intrusion into the area” 
‘were among the issues that the 
military was now investigating. 

A few hours after the briefing, 
Bacarro sent a text message to re- 
porters saying that the operations ^ At 
to be launched would “pass 
through the mechanisms of the 
peace process.” 

Esperon had earlier said the 
military would take action 
against the Marines' attackers on- 
ly after an AFP inquiry into the 
matter had been completed anda 


complaint 
against the MILF for violation of 
the ceasefire agreement. 

He said the government had to 
put “primacy” on the peace process. 

‘The MILF had admitted that its 
forces attacked the members of the. 
1st Marine Brigade because they 
did not coordinate with the sepa- 
таб group before going to Baran- 
gay Ginanta to verify reports that 
kidnapped Italian priest Giancarlo 
Bossi had been brought there. 

The Marines were ambushed 
as they were heading back to 
their base in Isabela town after a 
fruitless search for Bossi, who 
was abducted by an unknown 
group on June 10 in Payao, Zam- 
boanga Sibugay. 


Not out of anger 

Та an interview with ANC tele- 
vision, Acting Defense Secretary 
and National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales said the ac- 
tions to be taken by the military in 
pursuit of those who attacked the 
Marines in Tipo-Tipo, would be 
done in accordance with the law. 

“We will not do it out of anger. 
We will do it according to our 
laws and protocols," he said. “But 
definitely we will not tolerate 
people chopping heads off.” 

Gonzales said he would meet 
with Marine officials today in Fort 
Bonifacio and listen to their ac- 
count of the ambush on Tuesday. 

He said the investigation and 
actions to be taken by the govern- 
ment would hopefully not affect 
the peace process. 

“But at the same time, we want 
justice to be done," he said. 
another 
Marines spokesperson Lt. Col. Ariel 
Caculitan said that per the accounts 
of the commanders on the ground, 
the attackers were made up of 
members of the Abu Sayyaf and 
lawless armed elements in the area. 

As to the participation of the 
MILF in the attack, Caculitan said 
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of Hostilities (CCCH). 
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Jumoad st 


friends. 


Jumoad said. 


inthe province. 


news briefing, 


‘cue operations. 


the Marines were “considering” 
filing a protest at the Coordinat- 
ing Committee on the Cessation 


In an interview with the 
Church-run Radio Veritas, Bishop 
Martin Jumoad of the prelature of 
Isabela de Basilan said he himself 
had reported to the Marines early 
sightings ofa man who looked like 
Bossi, but his tip was ignored. 

the information 
had been relayed to him by sever- 
al parishioners as well as Muslim 


He said the Marines’ reply to 
him was: ‘Ah, wala yan, Bishop. 
Wala dito (Ah, thats nothing, 
Bishop. Bossi is not here),” 
Speaking in Filipino, Jumoad 
said that “as early as three days af- 
ter Father Bossi was kidnapped, 1 
informed [the Marines) because 1 
received information that they saw 
а robust man [fitting Bossi’) de- 
scription taking a bath in a river” 
*1 told them, ‘It seems like Fa- 
ther Bossi is here. Please check 
with your intelligence group,” prior to and after the incident." 


“These are ordinary people,” he 
said of the tipsters. "They would say 
they saw someone that looked dif- 
ferent from them. They told the sto- 
ту Probably it was Father Bossi.” 
For Jumoad, the military act 
ity in Basilan that led to the Tues- 
day ambush appeared to confirm 
that Bossi was indeed being held 


“The ones doing the negotia- 
tions are coming from Basilan. So 
most probably, he must be in 
Basilan,” the bishop said. 

Jumoad said he had done his 
“best” to help in the rescue of Bossi. 

He said that according to infor- 
mation he had received, there 
маз “no coordination” in the res- 


This may adversely affect the 
peace talks between the govern- 


ment and the MILE he said. 

He called on the military and 
the MILF to respect the peace pro- 
cess to avoid a “misencounter.” 


Killing of imam 

In Davao City Secretary Jesus 
Dureza, the President's adviser on 
the peace process, said in a press 
conference that authorities were 
trying to verify the circumstances 
in the killing in Ginanta of Ustadz 
Matarul Hakim Alkanul that might 
have caused “anger among the lo- 
cals and followers of the imam.” 

“We are looking into [reports 
of] an imam who was picked up 
by some investigating unit and 
was later found hogtied and 
killed,” Dureza said. 

He said that apart from a re- 
port on the matter in yesterday's 
issue of the Inquirer, he had also 
received similar information 
“from another source,” 

According to Dureza, Brig. 
Gen. Edgardo Gurreau, chair of 
the government's CCCH, has 
started interviewing “actual wit- 
nesses who were in the vicinity, 


Dureza described the behead- 
ing of 10 of the 14 Marines as 
“barbaric and inhuman.” 

But he said the public should 
“not immediately condemn the 
MILF institutionally.” 

He also said the latest conflict 
would not strain the peace talks be- 
tween the government and MILE 


MILF probe 

‘The separatist group has also 
started its own investigation 

MILE chair Ebrahim Murad has 
ordered the formation of a three- 
member team that would look in- 
to the beheading of the Marines, 
said Jun Mantawil, head of the 
MILF secretariat. 

“The team will determine who 
were responsible for the behead- 
ing of the Marines, an act both 
prohibited by Islam and the 


Military starts probe of mortar ‘misfires’ 
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Esperon Jr yesterday ordered the AFP Inspec- 
tor General to form a team that would look in- 
to the matter. The team has one week to com- 
plete its report. 

Pending the findings, the military will issue 
a directive suspending the use of the particu- 
lar batch of ammunition as identified by the 
lot number, AFP information chief Lt. Col. 
Bartolome Bacarro said. 

Bacarro was quick to deny that the military 
inquiry into the mortar misfires was prompted 
by the announcement of Sen. Antonio Trillanes 
Won Thursday that he was gathering informa- 
tion pertaining to the debacle in Basilan. 

“No. Even before [Trillanes] plan to con- 
duct an investigation came out in public, the 
Chief of Staff directed the conduct of [ап in- 
quiry],” he said. 

He added that it was “automatic” for the 
AFP to mount an investigation of such inci- 
dents as the Tuesday ambush. 

“Trillanes, a leader of the Oakwood mutiny 
of 2003, called on the military to pay serious 
attention to the apparent mortar duds after 
viewing, like many others, the GMA 7 video 
footage of the fire fight between the Marines 
and their attackers. 


Not duds 

Bacarro stressed to reporters that the mor- 
tar rounds fired by the troops were not duds 
but misfires, and that the enemy had not used 
mortar fire, only M203 grenade launchers. 

“I want to correct this. When you say its a 
dud, the mortar round was fired and it landed 
but it did not explode. In this case, the ammu- 
nition just misfired,” he said. 

Bacarro said the investigation would be 


conducted by Brig. Gen. Henry Galarpe, the 
deputy Inspector General, and the team 
would be composed of the Inspector Generals 
of the Navy, Marines and the AFP Western 
Mindanao Command. 

He said the team would leave for Zam- 
boanga today. 

‘Technical people from the AFP logistics and 
ordnance units will join the team and will fo- 
сиз on “the issue of misfire,” he said. 

Bacarro said that with the suspension of 
the use of the particular batch of rounds, an- 
other batch would be issued to military units. 

He said the military had a “sufficient” in- 
ventory of 81mm mortar ammuni- 
tion—38,000 rounds—at its disposal. 

Bacarro admitted that AFP logistics and ord- 
nance experts were “initially looking at expo- 
sure of the mortar ammunition to the ele 
ments" as the possible reason for the misfires. 

“We should realize that when our soldiers op- 
erate in the field, they would get drenched in 
the rain ог in rivers, and this could affect the 
ammunition they carry with them,” he said. 


From US military 

"The mortar rounds used by the Marines in Basi- 
lan were acquired from the US military, Bacarro 
said. But he said he still had to get details on 
whether this involved a purchase ora donation. 

Опе mortar round costs anywhere from 
$134 to $150, he said. 

But he said that when this batch of ammu- 
nition was received by the AFP it passed the 
“acquisition quality level inspection.” 

“This particular lot number was found to 
have zero defect,” he said. 

Bacarro said the AFP inquiry into the mor- 
tar misfires was being called because it was 
“rare” for several mortar rounds to fail. 


“I believe its a matter of concern for the 
AFP to make sure that all of the equipment 
used by our soldiers will be performing as ex- 
pected,” he said. 


Defective blue tip munitions 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon wants to know the lo- 
cal supplier that provided the Marines “blue 
tip" grenade launcher munitions that, accord- 
ing to military sources, had turned out to be 
duds 80 percent of the time, 

Biazon said that from his talk with the sol- 
diers wounded in the Tipo-Tipo ambush and 
some officials involved in procurement, the 
locally made 203mm -munitions used in 
grenade launchers had long been known to be 
defective. 

He said at least one lot of this ammunition 
had had to be recalled. 

“(The soldiers) told me that they had no 
problem with the gold tips. Its the blue tips 
that are notoriously ineffective as they do not 
work 80 percent of the time,” Biazon said ina 
phone interview. 

The ineffective grenade launcher muni- 
tions are apart from the mortar duds reported 
earlier by the military, he said. 

Biazon said the apparent ineffectiveness of 
the blue tip munitions—in contrast with the 
gold tip imports—was further bolstered when 
the same ammunition used by the Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front rebels that the Marines 
were fighting in Tipo-Tipo turned out to be in- 
effective as well. 

“The question is, did the MILF get the same 
blue tips from the military itself, or did they 
also buy from the local supplier? This makes it 
all the more important that we know who this 
supplier is, and make it account for its defec- 
tive products,” he said. 
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Geneva Convention,” Mantawil 
said ina statement. 

He said that the team would be 
headed by a senior MILF official, 
and that it would also look into the. 
reported killing of Imam Alkanul. 

He added that the beheadings 
їп Basilan would not affect the 
gains of the peace process 

Eid Kabalu, also speaking for the 
MILE said that while the incident 
had “created a scar” in the peace ef- 
forts, “it should not destroy the trust 
and confidence of both sides.” 


Start with MILF 
Basilan police ‘chief Senior 


Supt. Salik Macapantar said they 
would start their investigation 
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ffensive 


with the admission of the MILF 
that its forces had led the ambush. 

“That's where we start the 
probe. Those found guilty will be 
charged with multiple murder 
and frustrated multiple murder,” 
he said, adding that a charge of 
damage to property would also 
be lodged against those who 
burned the government vehicles. 

Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga, Ma- 
rine Corps commandant, said 
that of the 14 soldiers killed, 10 
suffered severe mutilation like 
beheading and the cutting off of 
hands and genitals. With reports 
from Dennis Jay Santos, Edwin 
O. Fernandez and Julie $. Ali- 
pala, Inquirer Mindanao 


Makati RTC drops ... 
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hope our people, especially the 
poor would also benefit from a re- 
sponsive justice system,” 
Honasan told reporters after a 
court hearing 

*Now I can attend to my work 
in the Senate and look after my 
grandchild. 

Honasan said the last four 
years, particularly the time he 
spent on the run, had been “har- 
rowing” for him. 

Judge Pimentel also ordered 
the return of the P200,000 bail 
bond paid by the senator. 


Merit in Honasan petition 

Pimentel found merit in ап om- 
nibus motion filed by Honasan's 
lawyer, Daniel Gutierrez, who 
sought the quashing of the cash 
bond and the lifting of the hold 
departure order. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez cleared the way for the dis- 
missal of the case against 
Honasan when he issued a reso- 
lution on June 22 dropping 
Honasan as one of the respon- 
dents in the coup d'etat case. 

Gonzalez reversed the actions 
taken by Assistant Chief State 
Prosecutor Richard Anthony 
Fadullon and his deputy, Juan Pe- 
dro Navera, who had been prose- 
cuting the case in behalf of the 
government. 


Prosecutors dismayed 

Fadullon and Navera did not ap- 
pear at yesterday's proceedings. 

Fadullon had expressed dismay 
at Gonzalezs decision to drop 
Honasan from the case, saying the 
prosecution panel" believed 
Honasan had a criminal liability 

“1 would maintain our earlier 
finding that Mr. Honasan was а 
leader of ће coup,” Fadullon said 
last month, 

Pimentel said at yesterday's 

“Wherefore, after a judi- 
cious review and due to the insuf- 
ficiency of evidence, the petition 
is granted and case against Sen. 
Gregorio Honasan under Article 
134-A of the Revised Penal Code 
is hereby dropped.” 

With his lawyers Gutierrez and 
Ma. Cherrie Cruz, the senator ap- 
proached Pimentel to shake his 
hands and thank him. 

“No, no, Im just doing my duty 
asa judge,” Pimentel told Honasan. 

Asked what his legislative 
agenda would be, Honasan told 
reporters he would file a bill seek- 
ing to upgrade the “military jus- 
tice system” and allow for a more 


accessible mechanism for soldiers 
toair their grievances. 


No deal with GMA. 

He denied that the dropping of 
the charges against him was the 
result ofa deal with the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, and insisted that he 
‘would remain an independent. 

“1 would support Mrs. Arroyo 
when she is right but I would 
strongly oppose her when she is 
wrong,” he said. 

Before he was granted Ьай, 
Honasan was detained for five 
months at the Fort Sto. Domingo 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 

He was arrested outside a Que- 
zon City townhouse in November 
last year after months in hiding. 

Honasan was linked to a coup 
plot against the late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos that eventually led 
to Marcos’ downfall in 1986. Lat- 
er, the ex-colonel was involved in 
at least two coup attempts against 
former President Corazon Aquino, 
‘who succeeded Marcos. 


Plea for Trillanes, et al. 

Reacting to the dropping of the 
case against Honasan, the counsel 
for Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV—a 
former Navy officer and one of the 
Oakwood mutineers—said the 
coup cases against his client and 
the other defendants should also 
be dropped. 

In a text message to the INQUIR- 
en, lawyer Rey Robles said: 

“Now that the court has ab- 
solved the alleged mastermind, it 
is simply absurd to maintain the 
case against the supposed follow- 
ers. Clearly, the court must junk 
the case against the rest of the ac- 
cused. То maintain the case 
against the rest of the accused 
when the alleged mastermind has 
been absolved would be the 
height of double standards and 
will amount to extreme injustice.” 

Robles said: “It has always 
been the theory of the prosecu- 
tion in the coup d'etat case 
against Senator Trillanes that 
Senator Honasan was the master- 
mind who instigated the junior 
officers to act against the current 
administration. In fact they pre- 
sented at least four witnesses to 
testify on this matter." 

Robles added: “The junior offi- 
cers have languished in jail for 
nearly four years already and if 
their supposed mastermind has 
been absolved already , there is 
simply no justification to keep 
them in derention even for a sin- 
gle minute.” With a report from 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


SWS chief writes ... 
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been writing an Ivgumen column 
for the last 12 years, will now be 
read on Saturdays. David's “Public 
Lives” will serve as lead column on 
Saturdays beginning today. 
Mangahas, an economist with 
a Ph.D. from the University of 
Chicago, is one of the seven 
Founding Fellows of the SWS. 


Dinerman Prize 

In 2001, he received the most 
prestigious award in public opinion 
research, the Helen Dinerman 
Prize, given by the World Associa- 
tion for Public Opinion Research, 
for “championing the rights and 
freedoms of survey researchers in 
the Philippines.” This was after the 
SWS successfully petitioned the 
Supreme Court to nullify a provi- 
sion of the Fair Election Act banning 
the publication of pre-election sur- 
veys. He was the first non-Western- 
erto receive the Dinerman Prize. 

In 1993 his paper, “Self-Rated 
Poverty in the Philippines: 1981- 
1992," received Wapor's Eliza- 
beth Nelson Prize for Best Confer- 
ence Paper by a Person from the 
Third World.” 


‘Three other new columns will 
be launched this month. INQUIRER 
editorial writer and political 
blogger John Nery will write a 
weekly column, “Newsstand,” on 
‘Tuesdays, starting July 17. 

‘The Inguinen’s "Between Dead- 
lines" column, which saw print be- 
tween 1986 and 1991, will be re- 
vived beginning Saturday, July 28. 
The newspapers reporters and 
correspondents will take turns 
writing 53. news-behind-the-news 
items for the weekly column. 


“Diplomatic Pouch’ 

‘The INQuen will also launch 
"Diplomatic Pouch,” a weekly col- 
umn to be written by members of 
the country’s diplomatic commu- 
nity, later this month. 

Under the new schedule, re- 
tired Supreme Court Justice Is- 
agani Cruz will continue to write 
on Sundays as Opinion's lead 
columnist. Veteran journalist Be- 
linda Olivares-Cunanan's column, 
“Political Tidbits,” will appear on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, while 
columnist-at-large Rina Jimenez- 
David will follow a four-times-a- 
week schedule: Sundays, Tues- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
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Poll reforms 


T'S RATHER UNFORTUNATE THAT NEWS REPORTS 

I on the latest pastoral statement of the Catholic Bish- 

ops’ Conference of the Philippines tended to focus оп 

the bishops’ call for a complete revamp of the Commis- 

sion on Elections, While quite understandable and cor- 

rect, this focus on the demand fora revamp seems to have 

obscured other equally important and urgent electoral re- 

form measures put forward by the 

CBCP In fact, what the bishops put to- 

gether after assessing the conduct of 

the May 2007 election was a comprehensive seven-point 

agenda for electoral reforms. Aside from the overhaul of 
the commission, the CBCP called for: 

The prosecution of all those responsible for anoma- 
lies in recent and past electoral exercises. 

• The automation of elections starting with the 2010 
presidential election, 

о An end to warlordism, especially in the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, as well as “the brazen exer- 
cise of power through intimidation, violence and fraud.” 

e A review of the laws, especially those pertaining to 
the party system, the party-list system, absentee voting by 
Filipinos living abroad, political dynasties and the partici 
pation of “nuisance candidates.” 

о “Development of mechanisms for deepening the po- 
litical education of voters, fostering public accountability 
of politicians ... and sustaining political engagement 
among the youth, citizens groups and Church-based 
group.” 

o The cleansing of the voters’ list and its publication 
“long before the day of election.” 

The CBCP's wish (or demand) list of electoral reforms ob- 
viously does not cover all the areas crying out for attention, 
action or new legislation. (The bishops themselves would 
probably be the first to say it is not as far-reaching or com- 
prehensive as they would have wanted it to Ье.) For in- 
stance, while the bishops strongly bewailed “the buying, 
padding and selling of votes [which] have become systemic 
and threaten to become a cultural element,” they seemed to 
be at a loss for ideas on how to stop such practices. Still the 
pastoral statement, especially its seven-point agenda for re- 
form, represents a good starting point for lawmakers and 
policymakers who are genuinely interested in making our 
elections peaceful, clean, honest and free. 

There couldn't be a better time to set these reforms in 
motion than now, when the heat, the bitterness and the 
shame of the last electoral exercises are still fresh in ev- 
eryone’s memory. The problem, however, is that the out- 
rage and the desire for change are more deeply felt by 
those who are in no position to introduce such reforms: 
the losing candidates. The winners, and especially those 
who have benefited from the deeply flawed and corrupt- 
ed system, will have little motivation to change it. For in- 
stance, officials who cannot imagine themselves or their 
families losing the powers, perks and privileges of public 
office are unlikely to work for the enactment of an en- 
abling law that would carry out the constitutional provi- 
sion barring the establishment of political dynasties. 

In the meantime, Malacafiang, whose main occupant 
stands accused of rigging the 2004 elections, wouldn't 
even give a thought to the call for a Comelec revamp. Its 
response was to remind the bishops that Chairman Ben- 
jamin Abalos and his commissioners are guaranteed fixed 
terms of office by the Constitution, 

‘And yet when it comes to the electoral process, the res- 
ignation of Abalos invariably tops the list of priorities of 
any reform-minded group or individual. And for very 
good reasons, starting with the fraud and overpricing 
that attended the award of the P1.3-billion contract to au- 
tomate the counting of votes; followed by the Comelec's 
dismal failure to conduct orderly and honest elections, 
enforce elections laws and come up with quick and credi- 
ble results. It is hard to imagine any meaningful reforms 
taking place in the electoral process while Abalos remains 
at the helm of the Comelec. 

‘With just three more years left of the present adminis- 
tration, the Palace is now talking about the legacy Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo will leave behind. A more effi- 
cient and honest electoral system could be one. But it can- 
not be achieved while Abalos remains in office. Luckily, 
time will do what Malacafiang refuses to do, which is to 
let go of Abalos. His tenure expires next year. Then, 
maybe, his successor can help carry out the necessary re- 
forms that will make the 2010 presidential election a tru- 
ly peaceful, honest and democratic political exercise. 
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At the crossroads of modernity 


ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEMS 
we face today as a modernizing society is how 
to strengthen the division of labor among our 
various institutions. The modern way is to 
keep these institutions apart so they do not in- 
terfere in each other's work. The traditional 
‘way isto assign to key institutions the power to 
speak for and trump the others. Every day our 
society grapples with this great challenge, 
Controversial issues that have recently come 
‘our way mirror the crossroads in which we find 
our nation today, They would not appear so 
formidable if we kept our eyes focused on the 
road to modernity. 

‘The election of detained Navy officer Anto- 
nio Trillanes IV to the Senate in 2007 is a good 
‘example. This is an instance where the politi- 
cal system creates a problem for the legal sys- 
tem. The case poses two questions. The first is: 
Does the election of Trillanes erase the legal 
charges against him? The answer, clearly, is 
“No.” The venue for settling legal disputes is a 
court of law, not the voting precinct. The sec- 
ond question is: Should he be allowed to exer- 
cise his duties as senator? The answer definite- 
ly is “Yes.” Trillanes was permitted to file his 
candidacy. He won and promptly took his oath 
of office. So long as he has not been convicted, 
he has to be allowed to do his work as senator. 
How this may be done within the bounds of the 
lawis for the courts, not the Senate, to decide. 

Sometimes, itis the legal system that creates 
problems for the political system. A perfect ex- 
ample is the trial for plunder of the former 
president, Joseph “Erap” Estrada. Many fear 
that no matter what the Sandiganbayan's ver- 
dictis, it will have political consequences. If he 
is found innocent, they зау, his ouster in 2001 
loses its validity, and he may well use this as a 
reason to reclaim the presidency. If he is pro- 
nounced guilty, that would be as good as 
declaring the legitimacy of Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo finally resolved, 

agree that the Sandiganbayan's ruling either 
way will probably have an impact on the nation's 
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politics. But I cant see why the Sandiganbayan 
should take this into account at all. It would be ir- 
rational to demand of the courts that their deci- 
sions be politically acceptable. A requirement 
like this would cripple the judicial system. 

If Erap is declared innocent, he should be 
freed. Whether he should be reinstated after 
that is not a legal question but a political one. 
‘The Supreme Court has long ruled that the for- 
mer president relinquished the presidency in 
2001 by an act of “constructive resignation.” We 
may not agree with the high courts decision, 
but that is how the legal system saw it. From a 
legal standpoint, Erap's exit from the presiden- 
cy is a closed issue. His possible vindication in 
the plunder case cannot re-open it. He may in- 
deed decide to use the Sandiganbayan verdict 
as a platform to regain the presidency. But that 
would be a political move, not а legal one, 

‘Similarly, a guilty verdict for Erap is not tan- 
tamount to a resolution of the legitimacy issue 
against Ms Arroyo. The legality of her succes- 
sion to the presidency is not in question. It is 
her legitimacy that is being challenged. Legal- 
ity is to law as legitimacy is to politics. The le- 
gitimacy challenge arises not only from the 
controversial circumstances (e.g., the part 
played by the military in plotting Erap's 
ouster) surrounding Ms Arroyo's assumption 
ofthe presidency in 2001. It also has to do with 
her involvement in the manipulation of the 
2004 presidential election, as shown by the 
Hello Garci tapes—which has made her hold 
on the presidency politically tenuous. 

‘The only modern course for the Sandigan- 
bayan to take on the Erap case is to promulgate 


а decision based solely on a clear interpreta- 
tion of the law and a fair appreciation of the ev- 
idence. If it gives a good account of how it ar- 
rived at its decision, the court cannot be fault 
ed for the political consequences it may trigger 
in the process. 

‘The issues stemming from the confusion of 
functions appear not only in the intersection 
between law and politics. They are perhaps 
even more visible in the boundary between re- 
ligion and polities. Here the problems are re 
current. As the recognized guardians of a cul- 
ture's moral code, religious institutions are 
wont to poke their noses into nearly every 
sphere of social life. Modernity seeks to curtail 
this role. But the process of differentiation is 
slow and painful in societies like ours. What is 
legal, legitimate, or economically rational is 
not always regarded as moral. In pre-modern 
societies, religious institutions would demand 
that their moral code take precedence over 
others. In the process, they prevent the other 
institutional spheres of society from evolving 
their own ethical codes 

Interestingly, Pope Benedict XVI, often re- 
viled as a conservative, takes a very modern 
view of the place of the Church in the secular 
world. In his recent visit to Latin America, he 
told the Conference of Bishops: "The political 
task is not the immediate competence of the 
Church. Respect for healthy secularity, includ- 
ing the pluralism of political opinions, is essen- 
tial in the authentic Christian tradition. If the 
Church were to start transforming herself into 
a directly political subject, she would do less, 
not more, for the poor and for justice because 
she would lose her independence and her 
moral authority, identifying herself with a sin- 
gle political path and with debatable partisan 
positions .... To form consciences, to be the ad- 
vocate of justice and truth, to educate in indi- 
vidual and political virtues: that is the funda- 
mental vocation of the Church in this area.’ 


Comments to public.lives@gmail.com 


A Houdini act in MMC? 


‘THE INSISTENCE OF THE DELGADO BROTH- 
ers (and sister) that Luisito Gonzales mur- 
dered their brother Rico Delgado is truly baf- 
fling, in the face of incontrovertible evidence 
that the suspect was an in-patient at the "Base- 
ment” of the Макай Medical Center (MMC)— 
formally known as the Neuropsychiatric or NP 
ward—at the time the crime was committed. 

From the news reports on their press confer- 
ence, the Delgados find unrealistic the as- 
sumption that just because Gonzales was in the 
MMC, he could not have done the dastardly 
deed. Their thesis seems to be that—the MMC, 
being a mere “10 minutes away from the scene 
of the crime” in Malate, Manila—Louie could 
have slipped out of the hospital basement 
(wearing a necktie, if Analiza's description of 
the killer as depicted by the police artist is cor- 
rect), perpetrated the foul deed (including 
ransacking a couple of safes), and then slipped 
back into the Basement. 

Let us not question the 10-minute travel 
time from the MMC to the scene of the crime. 
Letus just focus on what it would take to slip in 
and out of the MMC basement, Never having 
been there, I asked my good friend Dr. Reme- 
dios Suntay of MMC to literally and figurative- 
ly open some doors for me, which she did. 

Te turns out that the NP Ward can be entered 
(and exited) only through two sets of double 
doors (knobless, locked) in succession, with a 
small foyer in between. The keys are handled 
by the orderly on duty. 

When we reached the first set of doors 
(made of steel), Dr. Suntay pressed a wall 
buzzer. A male orderly unlocked the door and, 
recognizing her, allowed us entry, locking the 
door behind us, while in front of us was anoth- 
er set of locked doors. It was clear the security 
was pretty tight. 

The square foyer, four steps across, had 
room only for two straight-back plastic chairs, 
and it was lined on one side with hip-high 
locked drawers in which, I found out, visitors 
could leave their belongings as they were not 
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allowed to bring anything inside, 

When Dr. Suntay introduced me and ех- 
plained that just wanted to take a look at the 
layout of the ward, he said he would have to 
check with the head nurse. He then unlocked 
the inner set of doors, went in, and locked the 
door behind him. We were in effect locked in- 
side the foyer. After a couple of minutes, the 
head nurse came in (locking the inner door be- 
hind her), and asked again about the nature of 
our visit. She thought I wanted to visit a pa- 
tient, and when I mentioned 1 wanted to see 
where Gonzales’ room had been—and figure 
ош for myself whether it was possible for him 
to have left and reentered his room and the 
ward undetected—she gave me the blankest 
look (later, I found out she was guarding pa- 
tient confidentiality), and said she would have 
to check with her superior. 

Once again, Dr. Suntay and I were locked in 
the foyer (Dr. Suntay is a force to reckon with 
in the MMC, but even she was not exempt from 
the security procedures), until Pressy 
Lamasan, the Neuropsychiatry (and Operative 
Services) department manager arrived and 
gave the orderly the signal to unlock the inner 
setof doors, so we could enter the ward. 

‘The room Louie was occupying, NP7, is about 
52 steps (I counted) straight down the hall from 
the foyer. It also is right in front of the nurses sta- 
tion. There is a closed-circuit TV in that station 
which monitors, every three seconds or so, the 
hallway and what looked like а multi-bed room. I 
‘was also told that it is SOP for the inmates to be 
sedated at 8 o'clock every night, and the level of 
sedation is continued every two hours. 


So assuming that Louie was alert enough on 
the night of the murder (given that his body had 
ingested a massive overdose of metham- 
phetamines three days before), 1 figured that he 
would have had to do the following so he could 
slip out of the MMC to kill Rico Delgado, and 
then retum: (a) bribe the nurse not to sedate 
him; (b) bribe the nurse at the station not to yell 
ап alarm upon seeing him come out of his room; 
(c) run 52 steps in three seconds to escape the 
closed-circuit TV camera, or bribe the operator of 
the closed-circuit TV camera to erase the 
tape—so he would not be shown leaving or ar- 
riving; (d) bribe the night-shift orderly (who has 
been with the MMC for 27 years) to unlock the 
two sets of doors for him and then either give 
him a spare set of keys or wait for him to come 
back so he wouldn't have to press the buzzer 

But that is not the end of it. The MMC locks 
down at 8 p.m. every evening, which means 
that for Gonzales to have left the hospital, he 
had to do the following: (е) climb 22 stairs 
from the basement to the ground floor (eleva- 
tors and other exits are locked); then from the 
ground floor, where the emergency rooms of 
the MMC are located, he would either (f1) 
have to ride an attendant-operated elevator to 
the lobby floor, which means another person to 
bribe, or (2) walk up another 22 steps to the 
lobby where the only exit to the hospital is lo- 
cated, And thatis guarded too, which means, if 
the reader is counting, at least five, and maybe 
six people to bribe. 

‘And please understand that Gonzales was 
supposed to have done all this in а hospital 
gown. Nothing other than hospital apparel is 
allowed to a patient in the basement. So, pre- 
sumably his accomplice was waiting for him 
with a set of clothes (including a necktie), and 
since he would presumably be covered with 
blood after dealing somebody with multiple 
stab wounds, he would have to clean up, don 
his hospital apparel and slip into the Basement 
the way he slipped out. 

Realistic? 
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ANELECTION YEAR IS AN IMPORTANT SEASON 
for social survey professionals because its thelr 
time to be tested, In ай counties, predicting an 
election outcome is the litmus test of survey capa- 
bility. Doing well on this test is a key to survey 
credibility on non-election topics, a survey pro- 
fessional’s actual work most of the time. 

Aside from the common stresses of survey op- 
erations, the election-year test includes overcom- 
ing not only the simple noise but also the obsta- 
cles of saboteurs. Is like showing that a naviga- 
tion system for a ship works not only in calm 
‘weather but also during a typhoon. 

The year started with the discovery (on Jan. 22) 
that on Nov. 30, 2006 the Comelec had promulgat- 
ed new rules and regulations for the 2007 elections. 
‘The promulgation included a ban on the publica- 
tion of election surveys—the very same ban that the 
Supreme Court had declared unconstitutional six 
years before, in Social Weather Stations vs Comelec 
(GR147571, 5 May 2001). 

T protested formally that it was “an act of sheer 
incompetence, if not of outright malice” for the 
Comelec to try to resurrect a provision (in the 
original Fair Election Act of 2001) already nulli- 
fied by the high court. The Comelec claimed it 
маз an “inadvertent” mistake, but only after re- 
peated protests did it correct, on March 5, the 
version of the Fair Election Act posted on its offi 
cial website. This "mistake" prompted at least one 
academic and one local newspaper—but not the 
SWS—to call off surveys close to election day, 
thinking they would be illegal. 

‘Anew ploy to tamish the SWS in this year's elec- 
tion was the publicity that it could not operate with- 
ош a fieldwork partner. For reasons of efficiency 
the SWS launched in 2004 its in-house fieldwork 
and data processing capacity, which to date has 
done 57 surveys covering 55,218 interviews. In 
2007, aside from five local polls, the SWS did seven 
national election polls, of which four were non- 
commissioned, two were for administration candi- 
dates, and only one was for the opposition. The 
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Situation normal: the surveys worked 


SWS does not poll exclusively for any group. 

Consistently behind in the race, Team Unity at- 
tempted to paint the SWS as polling for the орро- 
sition, It publicized negative-message questions 
(not findings) from a confidential SWS poll for 
the opposition and alleged these were unethical, 
without disclosing that the questionnaire also 
had a large number of positive-message items. 
‘The SWS responded (April 23, April 30, May 4) to 
the complaints in ethical fashion, identifying the 
sponsor (Sen. Sergio ОзтеВа Ш) and posting the 
findings upon authorization, 

ТОЗ claim that it filed an ethies-complaint 
against the SWS with the World Association for 
Public Opinion Research (WAPOR) only ap- 
peared in the media; it was a bluff, To this date, 
the SWS has received no complaint-document 
from either TU or WAPOR; there is nothing that 
needs response. 

For public use, the SWS reported its surveys of 
Feb, 22-27, March 15-18, April 14-17 and May 2-4, 
the last three with the Incumen as first publisher. In 
the Senate race, the SWS final pre-election survey 
of May 2-4, 2007 correctly identified 11 out of 12 
winners, if one includes Zubiri, per Comelec, or 10 
ut of 12, if one takes Pimentel, per Namfrel. 

"The one candidate not within the SWS "magic 
twelve" plus ties as of May 2-4 was Antonio Trillanes 
JV who was 15th, with 24 percent of the vote, or 7 
points away from the border. My May 10th report 
pointed out that he had surged from 14 percent in 
the SWS pol of Apri 1417, gaining 10 
points—equivalent to 4.5 million votes—and that 
such momentum, if continued, would lead to victory. 


Choosing between the Comelec and Namfrel for 
comparison makes no difference to the SWS track. 
record; the 2007 correlation of the SWS survey 
ranks with the actual ranks of 971 using Comelec, 
and .969 using Namírel. (Incidentally, Oliver 
Lozano, who filed two complaints with the Com- 
elec against the SWS—to no avail—was tied for 
29th-33rd in the final SWS poll, and was 32nd in 
both the Comelec and Namirel counts.) In 2004, 
the SWS’ May 1-4 survey identified 12 out of 12 
winners in the May 10 elections, with a rank-cor- 
relation coefficient of 981. In 2001, the SWS' May 
4-7 survey got 10 out of 12 winners in the May 14 
elections, with a rank-correlation of 983. 

Let me make it clear that a sample survey does 
not pretend to judge the quality of а full popula- 
tion count. It is the full count that judges the quali- 
ty ofa sample survey. The proper way to judge the 
Comelec count is by ће Namfrel count and the 
PPCRV observations of the election process 

Election cheating is a separate matter that 
should be judged by direct evidence, not by sam- 
ple survey indications of whether someone need- 
ed to cheat in order to win. In an ethical contest, 
the penalty for cheating is disqualification, even 
ifthe cheater could have won without cheating. 

But surveys are essential for knowing the 
course of the election race, and for explaining 
the vote—by associating the vote with other data 
(like religion, satisfaction with the president, 
etc) from the same poll. The Comelec or Namfrel 
counts never had such data. 

In the last few weeks before the elections, fake 
reports popped up. The SWS had to issue state- 
ments that it did not have any surveys in Pasay 
City Zamboanga, or Muntinlupa. It also learned of 
fake interviewers claiming to be from the SWS. 

‘Amid the fuss and muss, the election surveys of 
2007 did well, as usual. No real surprises. Situa- 
tion normal. 

E-mail comments to www.sws.org.ph or ma- 
harmangahas@sws.org.ph 


People Power for Quality Education 


(Excerpts from a speech delivered at the Min- 
danao State University-Iligan Institute of Technolo- 
‘gy during its 39th Charter Day.) 


CREATING AND SUSTAINING AN ACADEMIC 
environment that spurs social development is а 
daunting task for any institution of higher learn- 
ing. 

This is a major challenge for the Mindanao 
State University system with its six autonomous 
campuses in Sulu, General Santos, Maguindanao, 
Naawan, Tawi-Tawi and, of course, here at the 
MSU Шап Institute of Technology, which is cele- 
brating its 39th Charter Day. 

‘Teamwork and integrity characterize MSU 
NT's commitment to become “a world-class insti- 
tution ... renowned for its excellence in Science 
and Technology.” 

Today, MSU IIT is a center of excellence in 
Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology and Physics and 
а center of development for various engineering 
disciplines, such as ceramics, electronics and 
communication, and information and communi- 
cation technology, the cutting edge industry that 
powers today’s digital age. 

But Ihave a bigger challenge for you. 

Many of us here, especially the educators 
amongst us, like your chancellor, Prof. Marcelo Р 
Salazar, are painfully aware that we are facing a 
crisis in basic education. 

‘The endemic lack of resources that plagues our 
public schools is one aspect of this crisis. 

Another aspect is that the learning needs of 
more than 90 percent of the pupils and students 
enrolled in our public schools are not being met. 
As proof, I offer the results of every National 
Achievement Test administered since 2001. In 
2006, out of 26,000 Grade VI pupils tested, only 
about 2,000 passed all five subject areas with a 75 
percent norm or higher. 

‘The casual observer would be quick to relate 
the poor scores with the lack of resources. 

So if we somehow manage to adequately ad- 
dress this lack of resources, then basic educa- 
tion's problems would go away, right? 
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Our grade school graduates would have mas- 
tered all the fundamentals they need to do well in 
high school, and our high school graduates would 
be adequately prepared to meet the academic de- 
mands of institutions of higher learning like MSU 
IIT, right? 

Not quite, 

Оп the whole, achievement at the basic educa- 
tion level remains dismal. This apparently poor 
overall performance led the late Brother Rolando 
Dizon to comment that 99 percent of all high school 
graduates are grossly unprepared for the rigors of 
higher learning. The implications are staggering. 

1n 2002, we at the Foundation for Worldwide 
People Power launched the Education Revolu- 
tion. It is anchored on two core beliefs: first, that 
“Quality Education” is the best weapon against 
poverty: and second, that a focused effort from all 
education stakeholders implemented at the com- 
munity level is what we need to stem the "Educa- 
tion Crisis.” 

Former Education Secretary Edilberto de Je- 
sus, one of the FWWPP's founding members, de- 
scribes it very simply: "Public education is too big 
to be left to government alone. Everybody has to 
help.” 

With that and a burning desire to really make a 
difference, we issued a call for People Power, but 
this time we wanted Filipinos everywhere—here 
and abroad—to rally to the cause of Quality Edu- 
cation. 

‘The response was overwhelming. We were 
amazed that private individuals living here and 
overseas and big corporate foundations wanted 
to show that they really cared about the quality of. 
education that our children and youth were get- 
ting. With no exception, they all knew that no less 
than the future of our country was at stake, 


Under the Education Revolution banner, we 
implemented a community involvement program 
based on the Adopt-A-School Act (RA 8525) and 
the Mentoring the Mentors Program. 

Our initial efforts at community involvement 
resulted in the emergence of education working 
groups in communities in Laguna, Batangas, 
NCR, Iloilo City, Cebu City, Negros Occidental 
and Davao City. 

Mentoring the Mentors, on the other hand, isa 
series of carefully designed interactive modules 
that aim to reinforce in the teacher a sense of 
community and a culture of excellence. 

Teachers and superintendents as well as 
Teacher Education Institutions were quick to 
тоге how effective Mentoring the Mentors was. 
We soon had our hands full running seminars for 
entire DepEd regions and for academic institu- 
tions affiliated with the Philippine Association for 
Teacher Education, 

In 2006, two major business organiza- 
tions—the League of Corporation Foundations 
and the Philippine Business for Educa- 
tion--found merit in the Education Revolution 
and adopted it as the social development frame- 
work of their respective organizations. 

The LCR in particular, launched their 57 75 
Movement, which draws on the core organizing 
and resource mobilization concepts and strate- 
gies of the Education Revolution, 

‘And now here is my challenge to academic in- 
stitutions like MSU IIT. 

‘Would you be willing to share your academic 
expertise with the public school teachers? 

Would MSU IIT—and all other colleges and 
universities all across the country for that mat- 
ter—be willing to act as teaching resources for 
the public schools in the communities that they 
serve? 

If you are, we can surely work together with 
genuine, selfless People Power—the kind that 
heals and affirms our humanity. 


Eugenia Duran Apostol is the founder and chair of 
the Foundation for Worldwide People Power. 


The EU moves ahead at last 


WITH MUCH NOISE AND COMMOTION, THE 
European Union has sidestepped catastro- 
phe—but only just. In a united effort, a major cri- 
sis that would have openly divided the Union for 
years to come and made Europe a global laugh- 
ingstock was averted. The EU ran aground two 
years ago when France and the Netherlands said 
no to the European Constitution. 

With the new agreement, the Union has once 
again started to move. 

‘While the mandate for an intergovernmental 
conference to develop a new treaty will create 
something less than a constitution, the coming 
treaty will go well beyond the present Treaty of 
Nice—provided things go according to what has 
been agreed. But two steep hurdles still need to be. 
overcome: the intergovernmental conference; and 
ratification (through the national parliaments ог 
by means ofa referendum in all member states). 

Still, German Chancellor Angela Merkel can be 
proud of what was achieved, It is her first real suc- 
cess in international diplomacy. That Friday night 
in Brussels involved very real and tough decisions. 
‘The German chancellor played for high stakes and 
won. She deserves respect and recognition. 

If the new treaty comes into being, the institu- 
tional reforms that the EU needs will become a re- 
ality, and a new double majority voting procedure 
will take effect, even if with some delay. The EU 
has worked for 20 years on these reforms. The en- 
larged BU, inevitable when Europe's Cold War di- 
vision ended in 1989, needed new institutions to. 
act efficiently and with transparency. 

"The new treaty is supposed to become effective 
їп 2009, Twenty years seems to be what it takes 
Europe to change, and that is anything but reas- 
suring. 

The treaty calls for a new EU foreign minis- 
ter—although he is formally denied that tide, this 
is what everyone will call him—with a strong ad- 
ministrative infrastructure in the European Com- 
mission and the Council. The rotating presidency 
will be replaced by an elected president of the 
Council. A new balance will be struck between the 
Fil and member etatee and a errmmoer mla will he 
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given to the European Parliament and the national 
arliaments. EU citizens will be endowed with 
legally binding fundamental rights, and majority 
décisions wil become the general norm. 

Ahigh price had to be paid for this agreement. 
‘The new treaty is not simpler or more transparent 
than the rejected Constitution, quite the contrary. 
And the wrangling in Brussels itself surely did not 
contribute to the EU's popularity among its citi- 
zens. Indeed, the damage sustained in the pro- 
cess will linger. The following consequences are 
already foreseeable: 

First, that night of hard negotiations in Brus- 
sels reinforced the two-tier Europe for the next 
two decades. The recalcitrant states achieved a 
Pyrrhic victory because it will quickly become 
clear to them that, even if the EU is getting a new 
institutional framework, the avant-garde coun- 
tries will decide among themselves what the con- 
crete arrangements will look like. 

Second, Franco-German cooperation has shown 
itself all the more indispensable in the enlarged EU. 
Despite ай the differences that might exist between 
the two countries—differences that are likely to 
grow——there is no alternative to their alliance 

Third, the United Kingdom has once again 
weakened its own position within Europe. Its pol- 
icy of “opting out" keeps Britain on the sidelines 
of the EU, This will further reduce the importance 
of Britain, both in Europe and in the world. 

‘The political and economic significance of all 
the mid-sized European powers is waning, and 
they are shrinking relative to the United States 
and the rising giants of Asia. Only a strong Europe 
fan nravide the neceesary raonntarumioht А Tinie. 


ci Kingdom that plays a marginal role within the 
EU will thus lose its influence even faster, includ- 
ing its special voice in America. 

Fourth, Poland has to ask itself what kind of role 
it wants to play within the EU, Poland is an impor- 
tant country within the union. Properly consid- 
етей, Poland's existential interests, its geopolitical 
location and its history, demand that it do every- 
thing to contribute as much as possible to a strong 
EU. Instead, the nationalistic government in War- 
saw is bent on isolating itself within Europe. 

‘The Poles should ask themselves the following 
question: Would, Poland's traditional security con- 
cern, Russia, be happy or sad if the Polish govern- 
ment really carried ош з threat and used is veto 
to block the Brussels agreement? The answer is 
clear: of course, the Russians would have rubbed 
their hands in jubilation and secretly celebrated 
the twin brothers at the head of the Polish state. 

Ukraine, on the other hand, whose cause in Eu- 
торе the Poles ostensibly champion, would have 
been in serious difficulties in the wake of a Polish 
veto. Itis not for nothing that Ukraine's President 
Viktor Yushchenko tried, or so it is said, to make 
this clear to the Polish leadership in several tele- 
phone calls 

The damage to German-Polish relations also 
goes beyond the spat between the two govern- 
ments, and reaches deep into both German and 
Polish societies. It will not be easily repaired. This 
is important because a consistent European poli 
су toward Russia—one of the key urgent chal- 
lenges facing Europe—depends on close coopera- 
tion between Poland and Germany. 

As I said, it is too early to celebrate. The time 
for celebrations will come only after the new 
treaty is ratified. Indeed, the circumstances un- 
der which the Brussels' compromise has been 
reached leave a bitter aftertaste. But still, the EU 
took a decisive step in the right direction. Project 
Syndicate/Institute for Human Sciences 


Joschka Fischer, a leader in the Green Party for 
nearly 20 years, was Germany's foreign minister 
d vice ckameeline fen 1008 Pa FANE 


Extended family 


EVER SINCE I CAN REMEMBER, OURS HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
an extended family. It's the kind of family structure many Fil- 
ipinos have, where the grandparents, cousins, titos and titas 
and one's own family live under one roof, 

1 don't know how we got into this kind of family structure, 
What's clear to me is that my grandparents don't want to let 
my Tito Carlos and my father go their separate ways. Thus, 
every time the sib- 
lings brought up the 
idea of building their 
own homes, their 
parents would say, 
“There's just the two 
of you, and you 
would still like to 
leave us?" 

In 19 years of my 
life, 1 have seen ev- 
ery change, every ad- 
vantage and disadvantage of sharing a home with many oth- 
ers, all of whom were relatives, of course. There have been 
problems, but in the end, itis always kinship, the kapamilya 
kasi attitude that would save the situation and underlie the 
making of important decisions. 

My childhood years were both colorful, if restricted, on ac- 
count of this kind of family structure. My siblings and I, to- 
gether with our cousins, were always provided with every- 
thing we needed or wanted. We were confined to the comfort 
of our home, with our personal yayas giving us the care and 
protection while our parents took care the family's business- 
es. Our parents and especially our grandparents made sure 
ме lacked nothing, and that covered new and expensive 
toys, good and sumptuous foods, and nice clothes. Our 
grandparents, who were most keen about keeping our ex- 
tended family together, saw to it that their grandchildren 
would have a great time. 

То this day 1 can still remember that once every two 
‘weeks, Lola would gather all of us children and bring us to 
the grocery store. With our own yayas pushing our individual 
grocery carts, my two siblings, three cousins and I were only 
too happy to pick our favorite chocolates, potato chips, gums 
and candies, among others. On certain occasions, Mama and 
Tita Loren would tell us what to get for them and, of course, 
ме obeyed and brought home several packs of dried man- 
goes from Cebu. 

But in spite of the material comforts and luxuries, there 
was among us children a yearning for more freedom and in- 
dependence and а desire to break free from the kind of 
lifestyle which, while we enjoyed, also seemed to be suffo- 
cating, 

Опе time our school rented a bus to take the class my 
cousin Arwin and I belonged to on a field trip to Banaue. 
Since the family driver took us to school and fetched us at the 
end of our classes, the idea of riding a bus with our class- 
mates for the first time was really exciting to us. But to our 
dismay, our parents ordered that we go on the field trip in 
our car. Thus, Arwin and I, together with my mother and our 
yayas, were in our car enviously listening to the gay laughter 
and jeers of our classmates who were in the bus. 

Living with our extended family made me reluctant to in- 
vite classmates to our house. It was not that was ashamed of 
my family, but was embarrassed by the thought that 1 would 
not be able to show them a room I could call my own. 1 
shared the same room with my parents and then later with 
my brother, But while most of my friends had their own pri- 
vate space since childhood, I had to bear the snoring of my 
father and the crying of my little sister. 

Ofcourse, growing up with the same faces and having the 
same upbringing inside the same house is not all fun. Argu- 
ments, misunderstandings and conflicts among the older 
members of the family couldn't be avoided. There were also 
rifts and jealousies among the cousins. 

When my grandparents decided to retire, they passed on 
to my father and my Tito Carlos the management of the 
businesses they had established. My father ran the rice mill, 
while my tito managed the auto supply business, At first, 
everything and everyone was doing great. My father and 
my tito quickly built a reputation for being smart business- 
men. But the fact remained that we all lived in the same 
house, and every success was shared by every member of 
family. 

But those good old days seem to be fading away. Because 
of some bad investments and mismanagement of funds, the 
family's collective wealth seems to be slipping away. And 
where our family's fortune goes my tito's family’s fortune al- 
зо goes, and vice versa. 

‘The events happening in our family affect me great- 
ly—and I know that also goes for every member of the family. 
We share almost everything and that includes burdens. 

Т don't know if the kind of family structure we have has 
more drawbacks than advantages, What 1 am sure of is that 
the problems we now face cannot erase the joyful memories 
we have of the years of living together and sharing with one 
another as one extended family, 


Younc BLoop 


Oscar T. Serquiria Jr. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


Oscar T. Serquifia Jr, 19, is a sophomore BA Speech Communi- 
cation student at the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercorm.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in о, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Tough criteria 

"There's a Chinese proverb which sa; 
man if you've written a book, sired a son and planted a 
tree,’ These requirements are much too rigorous for 
most of us. It's enough that we shall have planted a tree 
by now.” 
National Artist R Sionil Jose 


Enemies 

“Uncertainty is the enemy of business. Speculation 
is the enemy of sound economic policy.” 
en Mar Roxas urging the President to make up her mind 
элеу about the announced “overhaul in the Cabinet and gow- 
ernment-owned corporations 
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“My sincerest gratitu 


1 WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND TO 
the ground staff (especially to the 
janitorial and medical personnel) 
of the Cebu-Mactan International 
Airport (Domestic Section) my 
sincerest gratitude for the support 
extended to me and to my 6- 
month-old daughter. 

traveled ftom Bacolod to Cebu 
last July 4 on the Cebu Pacific 9 
2m. flight with my baby crying 
throughout the fight. At the ar- 
rival's baggage claim area, a jani- 


torial aide approached to help me 
pacify my baby. Others from busi- 
ness kiosks also offered help and 
we were brought to the clinic. The 
doctor suggested to bring us to the 
satellite clinic for my baby to rest. 
‘The nurse on duty brought us to a 
much quieter satellite clinic where 
my baby was able to sleep. 
Without their help, it would 
have been a worse experience for 
me as we still had to wait 10 more 
hours for our 7:45 p.m. Singa- 


A dangerous song under HSA 


THE MESSAGE IS LOUD AND 
dear Under the Arroyo regime, 
whose legitimacy remains an issue 
to this дау, the civil and political lib- 
ерйев of the people are not respect- 
єй. Civil libertarians, activists and 
ien ordinary people who speak 
ut firmly and stand up for truth, 
Justice, human rights and human 
dignity are living dangerously. 
‘Since Gloria Macapagel-Arroyo 
assumed power in 2001, there 
have been 863 cases of extrajudi- 
cial killings, 180 forced disappear- 
ances and 248 political detainees. 
‘The persecution is meant to si- 
lence the people and discourage 
them from pursuing the cause of 
jüstice, peace and human rights. 
"The message is loud and clear: 
1, Thou shall not speak out the 
truth 
2. Thou shall not expose graft 
and corruption 
3. Thou shall not seek justice 
and peace 
4. Thou shall not uphold hu- 
man rights and dignity 
5. Thou shall not offer services 
to the poor and ask why they are 
poor 
6. Thou shall not expose fraud- 
ulent elections 
7. Thou shall not offer sanctu- 
ary to those who were displaced 
and are seeking refuge 
8. Thou shall not protest about 
Buman rights abuses by the PNP 
and AFP 
9. Thou shall not join street 
protests, rallies and assemblies 
held in defense of democracy 
10. Thou shall not call for GMA's 
resignation nor for her ouster 
" And to think that the human 
sights violations are happening as 
а matter of course even as the Hu- 
than Security Act (antiterrorism 
law), which virtually places the 
Country in. state of undeclared 
thartial law, has yet to take effect 
Qn July 15. 
Given the human rights record 


of the Arroyo regime, this law 
could be used to suppress, repress 
and persecute people advocating 
and working for justice, peace, hu- 
man rights and meaningful 
change in our society, or to pro- 
long GMAs stay in power, and to 
quell and punish those with dis- 
senting opinions and actions. 

God forbid, time may come 
when even a harmless band like 
Bamboo, which revived and popu- 
larized the song “Tatsulok” (origi- 
nally sang by Buklod) will sudden- 
ly be under threat. And pity the or- 
dinary mortals like the taxi, jeep- 
ney and tricycle drivers, students 
and out-of-school kids and youth, 
people in the streets, the unem- 
ployed, the hungry and those who 
dream of a better world who hum 
and dance this song. They can eas- 
ily understand and identify with 
the message of this socially rele- 
vant song, which is very provoca- 
tive and threatening to those who 
wield economic and political pow- 
er, and therefore can be construed 
as a “terror” song. Here's an ex- 
cerpt from the song: 

Lumilipas ang hininga ng kay 
raming mga tao 

At ang dating lunting bukid 
ngayo'y sementeryo 

Totoy, kumilos kal Baligtarin 
ang tatsulok! 

At tulad mong dukha ang ilagay 
mosa tuktok 

Hindi pula't dilaw ang tunay na 
magkalaban 

‘Ang kulay at tatak ang di siyang 
dahilan 

Hangga't marami ang lugmok sa 
kahirapan 

At ang hustisya ay para lang sa 
mayaman 

Habang may tatsulok, at sila 
ang nasa tuktok 

Hindi matatapos itong gulo... 

—NORMA DOLLAGA, 
Kapatirang Simbahan 
ParaSaBayan (Kasimbayan), 
kasimbayan@yahoo.com.ph 
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Bound fight, eee 
1 wasn't able to get the names of 
the gentle souls who helped us, 
but I am so grateful for that extra 
mile they took for us. To the medi- 
cal staff and to all who have 
shown concern, 1 will forever be 
grateful. 
—ROMULO TEJAMO, 
Bik, 289 Yishun Ave. 6, 
08-30 Singapore 760289, 
rteja79@yahoo.com 


Independence Day, 
Christmas, Easter 
and other festivities 


1 AGREE WITH KRIS JOHN SUN- 
ga's observations regarding this 
years celebration of Indepen- 
dence Day. (INQUIRER, 7/3/07) 
However, I disagree with his view 
that Christmas Day is our most 
significant holiday, and Indepen- 
dence Day only comes next, 

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
Christmas is not the most important 
festival; its Easter Sunday. Christ- 
mas and all other religious festivals 
are of secondary importance to the 
Resurrection of Christ. This is re- 
flected in the rich Easter customs in 
countries that are predominandy 
Orthodox Christian, Eastem 
Catholics have the same emphasis, 
and many of their liturgical customs 
are very similar. 

"This is not to say that Christmas 
and the other Christian festivals 
have little meaning. They are also 
considered significant but the pre- 
lims to the climax of the Resurrec- 
tion, at which point all other festi- 
vals reach fulfillment and fruition. 
Pascha (Easter) is the primary act 
that fulfills the purpose of Christ's 
ministry on earth—to defeat 
death by dying and to purify and 
exalt humanity by voluntarily as- 
suming and overcoming human 
frailty 

This is succinctly summarized 
by the Paschal troparion, which is 
sung repeatedly during Pascha un- 
til the Apodosis of Pascha, which is 
the day before Ascensio 

Christ is risen from the dead, 

Trampling down death by death, 

“And upon those in the tombs 

Bestowing life! 

—ANGELISRAEL HENSON, 
Universal Motors Corp., 

2232 Don Chino Roces Av 
Makati City 
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HOPE springs eternal for Edita Burgos (center) and kin of "desaparecidos' 
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‘Revelations’ confirm UN indictment of AFP 


THIS 18 A REACTION TO THE 
news item “Intel sources tag Isafp 
in Jonas kidnap.” (INQumum, 
7/6/07) 

Things are getting clearer now, 
thanks to patriotic military теп 
who can no longer stomach the 
current regime's relish for white- 
washing pressing problems, such 
as the extrajudicial killings and i 
voluntary disappearances of inno- 
cent leftist activists. 

‘The news report reinforced the 
United Nations’ indictment of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines’ 
involvement in the murderous 
campaign against unarmed leftists 
and other political dissenters. 

My knees trembled and every- 
thing in me seemed to chill as 1 
read the agent's declaration as re- 
gards activist Jonas Burgos being 
dead by now. As if to justify the 
“killing,” he said that military men 
abducted Jonas because he was an 
official of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines. I thought we're in 


a democratic country where ev- 
exyone is free to express his beliefs 
ог espouse any ideology But 
there's a military agent who ad- 
mitted that a communist, even an 
unarmed one, could be casually 
abducted and extrajudicially 
killed like a pig. 

Granting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that Jonas was a CPP offi- 
cial (he was merely a leftist ac- 
tivist training farmers affliated 
with the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, a national peasant orga- 
nization), still, no military man 
has the authority to abduct and/or 
kill him for being a communist. IF 
one has something to sue a com- 
munist for or if one thinks that be- 
ing a communist is a crime, he 
must go to the courts and not dis- 
pense his own brand of trigger- 
happy “justice.” 

But that is assuming the Philip- 
pines remains a staunchly demo- 
cratic country. Tm afraid, howev- 
ег, that recent developments have 


shown this to be a wrong assump- 
tion. For indeed, we're now held 
hostage by a more vicious, and 
more craftily camouflaged, tyran- 
ny. 

We boast of being a predomi- 
nantly Christian nation and yet, in 
our midst, dead bodies of leftists 
are piling up like trash in the 
garbage hills of Payatas. Christ 
would surely be mad at us for 
claiming to be Christians while re- 
maining silent ог complacent, 
even as a regime of death has 
completed a comeback. 

As a devout Christian in a sup- 
posedly Christian country, 1 urge 
fellow Filipinos to stand up and 
unite against the tyranny now up- 
‘on us and work toward a society 
where all men and women enjoy 
freedom, justice, humane treat- 
ment and prosperity. Only by do- 
ing this can we rightfully claim 
thatwe're Christians. 

—DAVID MICHAEL M. SAN JUAN, 

dmsanjuanMM3Gyahoo.com 


Senator Villar stands for “critical collaboration” 


THIS REFERS TO THE EDITORIAL 
“Manny talks.” (Ingumen, 7/6/07) 
It certainly sounded like sour 
grapes from the opposition. As if 
the only “right interpretation” of 
the last senatorial election is that 
the people voted for an “opposi- 
tion" and not for "critical collabo- 
ration" in the Senate. So, Sen. 
Manuel Villar's move to *collabo- 
rate” with the administration sen- 


ators so he gets the Senate presi- 
dency is not "justified as an act in 
the country's best interests”? 

But what about Aquilino Pi- 
mentel J eyeing the Senate presi- 
dency? Or Panfilo Lacson eyeing 
the Senate blue ribbon committee, 
asa subtle vehicle to the 2010 pres 
idency? Their moves are “Justified 
as an actin the country's best inter- 
ests"? They don't have “naked am- 


bition written all over them"? 
Ambitious it may appear, but 
Villar’s approach is the only way to 
have a Senate working hand in 
hand with—while being critical 
of-Malacafang. Remember, the” 
Senate under Franklin Drilon 
passed only 84 laws and forgot to 

pass the national budget. 

—HENRY DELGADO, 
drhenry4@gmall.com 


“| Former Filipinos continue to help RP 
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Join the country’s modern-day heroes, 

our beloved Overseas Filipino Workers, 
and start exploring career opportunities abroad, with the 
Inquirer Job Market Overseas Career Expo 2007! 


Meet various established organizations in this major two-day event. 
brought to you by the country’s most read and most trusted recruitment tool. 
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‘THIS IS REGARDING THE LETTER OF ALLAN 
G. Kato titled "Letters from former Filipinos 
not fit to print.” (молая, 7/9/07) If Kato had 
his way, this letter should not be published by 
the Philippine media. 

1п his letter, Kato said that he is disgusted 
with "fair-weather former Filipinos like Euge- 
nia Decena-Young who become so high and 
mighty and unreasonably critical after aban- 
doning the country and discarding their Philip- 
pine citizenship.” Kato asked what these for- 
mer Filipinos have done to improve conditions 
in their land of birth other than to send very 
few dollars to their relatives or to spend them 
while vacationing in the Philippines, while 
brandishing their American or European pass- 
ports. 

1 guess I fall under that category of former 
Filipinos that have made Kato "seethe with 
anger" I left the Philippines in November 1971 
and have three children who were born in the 
United States. 1 taught my kids to value their 
cultural roots. I taught them, as the products of 
‘American and Filipino cultures, to follow and 
adhere to the best of both. I also warned them 
that America has its so-called “ugly Ameri- 
cans”; likewise, the Philippines has its share of 
“ugly Filipinos.” Honestly, wouldn't want my 
children to emulate Kato's misguided and mis- 
informed bias against Filipinos who have left 
the Philippines to seek greener pastures in oth- 
er lands. 

also have news for Kato, The "few dollars" 
that Filipinos abroad have remitted to the 
Philippines, just like those of the OFWs, 


helped keep the Philippine economy afloat. I 
speak for Filipino-American organizations in 
the United States that have raised funds to 
help disaster-stricken areas in this country. 1 
speak for doctors, nurses and other volunteers 
who spend their hard-earned monies to orga- 
nize medical missions to treat indigents in the. 
Philippines. 1 speak for those former Filipinos 
who have answered the call of the Philippine 
government to invest in their native land. Last- 
ly, I speak for dual citizens who have decided 
to spend their golden years in the Philippines. 
Is Kato going to ignore what many Filipinos 
abroad have done to improve the Philippine 
economy? 

In Kato's mind-set, I would be one of those 
fair-weather Filipinos who abandoned the 
Philippines and discarded their Filipino citi- 
zenship. In the 35 years that I have been away 
from the Philippines, 1 helped organize the 
nonprofit, charitable tax-exempt organization 
Albay Services Group Inc. (Asgi), which assist 
ed the disaster victims of Mount Pinatubo. The 
group has raised funds to help our countrymen 
with scholarship grants, also to improve their 
livelihoods. There are countless Fil-Am organi- 
zations throughout the United States helping 
Filipinos in their former country. Is Kato aware 
that some of the benefits that Filipino veterans 
are enjoying have been made possible because 
of the indefatigable efforts of his countrymen 
abroad? 

—DELIAMOLOINTIA, 
16/F Eastwood Excelsior Tower 2, 
Eastwood City Libis, Quezon City 


No right to complain about RP’s shortcomings 


1 TOTALLY AGREE WITH ALLAN б. KATO 
that letters from former Filipinos whining 
about our country's shortcomings should nev- 
er be printed. (Inguiner, 7/9/07) After all, 
they've all left and changed citizenship. What 
more do they need to do to insult those of us 
‘who have chosen to stay? 

I travel frequently to far places. But 1 pre- 
fer to remain a true Filipino by heart. This 
land is my home, period. Whatever I learned 
from other countries that may be of help to 
my family and friends, I “bring them home.” 1 


believe its my small contribution to my 


country’s advancement, 

once read that if all Filipinos would bring 
back and apply whatever they have learned from 
foreign lands they've been to, the Philippines 
would be the smartest country in the world. 

То whining former Filipinos, aside from 
spending a few dollars for barrio fiestas, or 
asking your white-skinned husband and 
“blondie” son or daughter to try gatang kang- 
kong and kuhol, what have you done really to 
thank your country? 

ELIZABETH BENNING, 
dame-96@hotmail.com 


Taal resort: a case of discordant left and right hands 


THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS STORY “GOV 
Vi to stop resort In Taal.” (Inquirer, 7/4/07) 
But nobody should forget someone issued the 
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC). 
For sure, every document issued by the gov- 
ernment can be “scrapped.” But I don't think 
the investors will like this kind of behavior on 
the parr of the Philinnine authorities The left 


hand does not know what the right hand is do- 
ing. 

"There should be no buildings in that area 
and on the sides of the volcano. But i's too late 
now: some high-ranking officials are living or 
own nice rest houses there. 

—GERD CIHAK, 
cihakeerd@hotmail.com 
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Antiterror law takes effect July 15 with primer, not IRR 


FrompageAl 


Presidential Legal Counsel (Ser- 
gio Apostol), that such a law real- 
ly does not need an IRR because it 
is self-executory" Ermita said in 
an interview over ANC network. 

“Ifyou look at the law, t can be 
easily understood. But still, the 
AntiTerror Council will imple- 
mentitto the best of our ability so 
that the people will understand 
the provisions of the law.” 

He said the council, which he 
chairs, agreed to come up with 
зоте primers in lieu of an IRR. 

“We may not call it an IRR but 
it will serve the purpose of an 
ТАВ, such as a primer for all law- 
enforcement agencies, so they 
will know all the dos and dont's of 
the law so that we can prevent 
any violations that the people are 
afraid of,” Ermita said. 


tention. 


Killings. 


‘Transit, 


He said there would also be a 
primer for the public to under- 
stand the provisions, especially 
those on warrantless arrests, se- 
questration of property and de- 


"Call it an IRR or whatever you 
might call it but we 
have something that we will 
bring out to the public so that our 
people will understand the law,” 
Ermita said. 


Intended to curb terror 

He said there was no basis for 
fears that the law would be 
abused and would lead to human 
rights violations and extrajudicial 


He said the law was enacted 
to protect the people from terror 
attacks, such as the bombing of 
the SuperFerry, the Light Rail 
and buses in Metro 


sion network, 
definitely 


if it's a Sunday" 


What he asked for, he said in a 
phone interview, was the post- 
ponement of Monday's ceremoni- 
al “launching” of the law in Mala- 
cafiang. A ceremonial launch on 
Monday would have coincided 
with the start of a multisectoral 
summit on extrajudicial killings 
being organized by the Supreme 


Court. 


Manila in recent years. 

Ermita denied he had asked for 
the deferment of the law's imple- 
mentation in an internal memo- 
randum to President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo, as reported by a televi- 


“I called the conference to en- 
sure precisely that the law will be 
implemented and effective even 


Implementing rules needed 
Ermita said that, in deference to 


the high tribunal, which invited 
him and other government offi- 
cials to attend the summit’s open- 
ing on Monday, the formal or cere- 
monial launch of the antiterror 
law would be held on July 20. 

Ermita said he, as ATC chair, 
would attend the summit along 
with Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 
zalez, Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon and 
Philippine National Police Direc- 
tor General Oscar Calderon. 

Ermita said Chief Justice Rey- 
nato Puno wrote President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo asking her to give a 
message for the summit. 

In Baguio City, a central bank 
official said there would be a 
need for implementing rules and 
regulations to guide the ATC and 
its support agencies. 

Lawyer Celia Escareal-Sande- 
jas, chief of staff of the Bangko 


ZTE deal may be another “white elephant” 


From page Al 


On Dec. 8, 2006, the CICT endorsed the 
concept ofa broadband network. It received а 
letter from AHI on Jan. 2, 2007 requesting for 
endorsement to the Neda. 

On March 29, 2007 Neda, which had writ- 
ten on Oct. 17 а year ago supporting the АНІ 
proposal, approved the ZTE proposal 

Оп April 21, Ms Arroyo witnessed the sign- 
ing in Boao, China, of the $329-million NBN 
deal with ZTE. 


Sudden change 

‘The critics of the ZTE contract said there 
appeared to be sudden changes in the con- 
tract. 

Scott Shiao Arey, chief financial officer of 
Aresco, said the DOTC passed judgment on 
his firm’s proposal describing it as limited in 
network coverage. 

‘Arey, in an e-mail message to the INQUIRER, 
said this was “an unfair characterization.” 

Arey said the DOTC ad, which appeared in 
the Ingumen on June 28 and July 11, showed 
Aresco being able to cover only 21 regional 
centers. 

“The reason for this is that we were asked 
to provide service to those centers over a 
backbone that could be expanded to serve the 
entire nation,” he said. 


US ambassador's concern 

Kristie Kenney, US ambassador to Manila, 
expressed concern over what was described 
in earlier reports as lack of transparency. 

“As in all other government procurement 
projects, we believe open competition and 
transparency [аге in] the best interest of all,” 
said Kenney in an April 20 letter to Neri. 

Келпеу' letter came too late to stop Neda 
from approving the ZTE deal because just 22 
days earlier, the ZTE deal already carried the 
Neda stamp of approval. 

The ambassador's letter also came on the 
very day that Ms Arroyo was to fly to Boao to 
serve as very important witness to the signi 
of thedeal. 


Kept in the dark 

The other companies that sent proposals 
for the NBN and the projects critics said de- 
tails of the controversial contract were kept in 
the dark. 

The criticisms grew sharper following the 
loss of the Philippine government's copy of 
the contract. 

But in a paper given the inquire by project 
proponents, they said most of the $329-mil- 
lion estimated cost of the project would be 
spent on infrastructure, 

А breakdown of the costs showed that at 
least $47 million would be used to build a 
transmission backbone; 582 million, a region- 
al Wimax (technology similar to Wifi) system; 
$15 million, for an IP (Internet Protocol) 
backbone; $15 million, for VOIP system; $8.8 
million, for a data center; $6.7 million, infor- 
mation security system; and other expenses 
that would eat up about 60 percent of the pro- 
jects budget. 

The rest of the 40 percent of the budget, the 
paper said, would be spent mostly on civil works, 
Which was estimated to cost $77 million. 

Some of the pieces of information that propo- 
nents of the ZTE deal made public were those in 
full-page ads paid for by the DOTC that came out 
in the INguinen and several other newspapers. 

The DOTC ad said the project “will make 
voice and data communications more effi- 
cient, resulting in savings in communication 
expenses, Internet capacity, and operations 
and maintenance in the long run.” 

‘The ZTE has offered a package that promis- 
es to improve the speed of data transmission 
from a maximum of 139 megabytes per sec- 
ond (about the size of 10 songs), to a speed of 
10 gigabytes per second (about the size of the 
contents ofa full iPod) 

The DOTC ad said the project cost will be fi- 
nanced by a loan from the Export-Import 
Bank (Eximbank) of China at 3-percent inter- 
est. The Philippine government would start 
paying after five years, 


Hidden costs 

Documents obtained by Inquirer, however, 
made several details that were not in the ad 
come to light, including costs. 

What the ad didn't mention was this item in 
the March 26, 2007 meeting on the NBN—a 
P397-million “local component... (hat) refers to 


the costs of the management team from DOTC 
that will be dedicated to the NBN project 

‘The P397 million, the minutes of the meet- 
ing said, would pay for "personnel, office ex- 
penses, travel expenses, among other things” 
ofthe DOTC team. 

The minutes also showed that the govern- 
ment would have to spend P743.8 million for 
an 18-month “technology transfer period ... 
covering the operations and management of 
the whole network.” 


Link charges 

"The ad also did not mention that the govern- 
ment would also have to spend for phone and In 
temet services from existing telecommunications 
firms in the process of putting the NBN online. 

The minutes quoted proponents of the NBN 
as saying that there would be “link charges 
amounting to P324.9 million ... for the interim 
solution of using local service providers.” 

“The total operations and maintenance 
cost is estimated at P11,511.62 million [ог 
P11.5 billion] throughout the 15-year life of 
the project,” the minutes said. 


No financial analysis 

Some officials supporting the NBN, the 
minutes showed, had admitted that no study 
was made on the project's impact on govern- 
ment revenue, or savings: 

“Financial analysis of the project is not in- 
cluded (in the presentations) since the sub- 
ject project is not supposed to be revenue- 
generating,” said the minutes. 

“However, since the economic benefits are 
based on government savings, the foregoing 
economic analysis may be applicable as a 
proxy financial indicator,” the minutes said. 


Fate of French Protocol 

Some Malacañang officials, who didn’t want to 
be identified for lack of clearance to speak on the 
‘matter, said the NBN could meet the same fate of 
another goverment foray into the Philippine 
Administrative Network Project (PANP). 

Tes widely known in Malacahang as the French 
Protocol because it was one of the products of a 
soft loan granted by the French government. 

‘The other is the National Telephone Office 
and the Telepono sa Barangay project that in- 
stalled phones in remote villages that became 
novelty items in communities, which had no 
knowledge of how phones worked, much less 
those without dial tones 

The PANP was dependent on the more ex- 
pensive satellite technology, but it was to be 
designed to accommodate the need for broad- 
band technology. 


White elephant 

Instead of leading to broadband, however, 
Malacafiang officials, who were involved in 
its implementation, describe the PANP now as 
a “virtual white elephant.” 

“It was overtaken by technology from the 
telcos (telecommunications companies),” 
said one Palace official. 

‘The PANP started under then President Fi- 
del Ramos and was completed in 2001, under 
Ms Arroyo. 

It cost P411 million to build through a loan 
from the French government that had a grace 
period of 10 years. 

"The PANP put in place equipment for VSAT 
(Very Small Aperture Terminals) like satellite 
dishes and satellite signal receivers, a central 
hub, remote stations, antennas for govern- 
ment television network PTV-4. 

It was aimed also at connecting all offices 
of the Office of the Press Secretary, the Philip- 
pine Information Agency (PIA) and other of- 
fices with related functions through the Inter- 
net using satellite technology. 


Payment for barely used equipment 

Today, the PANP system is barely used be- 
cause “there’s no MOOE (maintenance and 
operations funds)” to keep it running, said a 
Palace source. In the meantime, the grace pe- 
riod for the French loan has expired and the 
government was expected to start paying up. 

Heat-sensitive pieces of equipment were 
not even kept in air-conditioned rooms, said 
one offical. 

The coffers ran dry and no funds had been 
sent to keep the PANP project running, espe- 
cially during those days when the government 
was reeling from two-digit budget deficits, 

А request for РЗ billion, made by Dodie Lim- 
cauco, PIA director general, to expand the use of 
the French Protocol to allow video conferencing, 


and other uses for video, is left hanging in the ай. 

"The govemment simply does not have money 
to maintain it,” said one Palace source who signed 
‘one of the documents on the French Protocol. 


Maintenance heavy 

He said the NBN project was likely to “end 
up in the same rut,” because “we don't see the 
government having excess cash in the near fu- 
ture for stuff like these.” 

"Well get stuck with a project that's mainte- 
nance heavy but with no funds to keep it alive." 

‘At the Boao forum, Ms Arroyo sounded op- 
timistic about technology's role in Philippine 
development and in what her official publi- 
cists said was the "Golden Age of China's rela- 
tionship with the Philippines.” 

“We agree with you that technology is a pow- 
erful tool,” Ms Arroyo said at the Bozo forum, 
turning to Bill Gates who was seated to her right. 


Sentral ng Pilipinas governor оп 
anti-money laundering, said the 
formulation of an IRR would also 
be helpful in quelling constitu- 
tional challenges against the law, 

"There must be an IRR to clear- 
ly delineate the functions of the 
Anti-Terrorism Council and the 
support agencies,” Sandejas said. 

Sandejas gave a lecture here 
onthe HSA before lawyers. 

The ATC is the body empow- 
ered under the HSA to perform 
communications surveillance, 
freeze assets, investigate and 
prosecute. 


Avoiding conflicts 

The executive secretary chairs 
the ATG while the secretary of jus- 
tice sits as vice chair. 

The secretaries of the depart- 
ments of foreign affairs, national 
defense, interior and local govern- 
‘ment, finance and the national se- 
curity adviser are the members. 

Named support agencies are 
the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, Bureau of Immigration, the 
Office of Civil Defense, the Intelli- 
gence Service of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, the Philippine 
National Police and the Anti-Mon- 
ey Laundering Council. 

Sandejas said the IRR would 
define the functions of the ATC 
and the support agencies and 
avoid possible conflicts in the en- 
forcement of the HSA. 

She said the IRR would set in 
place a well-coordinated working 
relationship between the ATC 
and the other agencies. 

“The IRR will provide ade- 
quate provisions to govern opera- 
tional structures and mechanisms 
for surveillance, bank examina- 
tion, freezing and sequestration 
of assets," she said. 


She said there might be consti- 
tutional questions raised against 
the HSA, particularly on the 
freezing of funds of suspected ter- 
топы. 

She said the IRR would help 
answer legal questions raised: 
against the law. 


Watered down 

A terrorism expert said an an- 
titerror law was needed for bat- 
ting al-Qaida-linked militants 
more effectively and to protect 
human rights by forcing Philip- 
pine authorities to operate within 
alegal framework. 

Rohan Gunaratna, who heads 
the International Genter for Politi- 
cal Violence and Terrorism Re- 
search in Singapore, said the HSA 
had been watered down but could 
be revised later to make it a more 
potent weapon against terrorists. 

“T think the counterterrorism law 
is very weak, but the government 
has to implement it,” Gunarama 
told The Associated Press by tele- 
phone. “Its a good starting point.” 


Law to protect human rights 

Philippine security forces have 
dealt with terror threats for years but 
have been accused of extrajudicial 
killings. If enforced properly the 
new law will protect human rights 
by drawing a legal line that antiter- 
Tor units must not cross, he said. 

Considering the legitimate ter- 
тог threats confronting the coun- 
try, “people living outside the 
Philippines are shocked that the 
country did not have antiterror- 
ism legislation,” he said. 

The views of Gunaratna, au- 
thor of the 2002 book “Inside Al- 
Qaida,” mirror those of the Ar- 
royo administration. With are- 
port from AP 
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By Nestor P Burgos Jr 
Barotac Nuevo, Iloilo 


EOPLE OF BAROTAC NUEVO TOWN IN ILOILO 
Piste: sone ача over American ean 


Shaquille O'Neal or Kobe Bryant. 
instead dream of Brazilian Ronaldinho 


* ACROSS THE NATION 


І INQUIRE Visayas 


pe 
E3 
Their children Na 
(Gaucho) and 


Ronaldo (Luiz Nazario da Silva) and England's David 


Beckham. 

Football is not justa sport but also 
a passion for them. The young leam 
to play football years before they 
‘even get to wear football shoes. 

Barotac Nuevo (pop.: 46,000), 
30 kilometers northeast of Iloilo 
City, has produced batches upon 
batches of football players, earn- 
ing it the title “Football Capital of 
the Philippines.” 

Eleven-year-old Alena Rose 
Araneta has been playing the 
sport for several years and is a 
member of the town's 11-and-un- 
der girl's football team. Her father 
Lurix was a member of the nation- 
al team from 1976 to 1983, while 
her brother Jan plays forward in 
the Philippine Air Force team. 

Parents take pride in children 
who play the sport, especially 
those who have been recruited to 
the national team or drafted into 
the Army and Air Force teams. 

For many, excelling in football 
means free tuition in college and 
a chance to be in the national 
limelight. 

“It has become a gateway to a 
better life for kids here,” said 
Pablito Araneta, general secretary 
of the Philippine Football Federa- 


Araneta said, 


Barotacnons," 


The town 


of the sport 
exposure. 


are taught the 


“Kasimbulan,” 


source of collegiate players of the 
University Athletic Association of 
the Philippines. 

‘The people's love and mastery 


training, opportunity to play, and 
Children in elementary schools 


like knowing the rules, how it is 
played and basic skills like ball 
dribbling, Botavara said. In teams 
of four or five players, they engage 
in “scrimmage” 

Many children are also part of 


development program of the Foot- 


tion, which groups 35 football as- 
sociations all over the country: 


Main source 

Barotac Nuevo has become the 
main source of players for the na- 
tional team since the 1970s, 


"At one time, 15 of the 20 play- 
ers in the national team were 


said Duffie Bo- 


tavara, general secretary of the 
Пойо Football Association and 
the Barotac Nuevo Football Club. 


ball Federation of the Philippines 
for those aged 6-12 years. In this 
program, football associations 
and clubs teach football in 
schools, train teachers, hold tour- 
naments, and selecta pool of play- 
ers foradvance training. 

Potential players get valuable 
exposure in competitions joined 
һу teams from all over the coun- 
try and from players who come 
here to train. 

"The Monfort brothers first in- 
troduced the sport to this town in 
the 1920s. They were then study- 
ing at the Colegio de San Agustin 
(now University of San Agustin) 
in Iloilo City where it was played 
by the friars. 

Though introduced by young 


is also the main 


come from early 


basics of the sport 


‘or practice games. 


a national football 
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;, Rain rain might not go away 


-but you can? 


men from a prominent family, foot- 
ball ultimately became the town's 
passion regardless of social status. 

Most Barotacnons are “football 
literate” or are familiar with the rules 
and how to play the game. Players 
who play below par get criticized. 

Familiarity with the rules is es- 
sential in developing and sustaining 
interest in the game, Botavara said, 

“Most people—kids and the el- 
derly—know what an offside is,” 
said Araneta, referring to a form 
of violation committed by an of- 
fensive player. 

According to Araneta, the town 
hasa key role in bringing the sport 
toa higher level and achieving the 
strategic goals of the PFE 

Barotac Nuevo is home to the 
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ҮР; ‘time everyone flies, 


FOR THE CHILDREN of Barotac Nuevo in ойо, there is no better sport than football. 


Training Center at 


With 


P10-million National 


Tabucan, put up by the Federa- 
tion Internationale de Football 
(Fifa) and the PFF in 2003. 

The three-hectare facility—the 
only one in the country—has а 
dormitory that can accommodate 
30 persons for training sessions 
and lectures. It also offers courses 
for coaches and officials. 
the Philippines 
ranked 170th in the world and 
seventh in Southeast Asia, the 
PFF aims to be more competitive 
and be in the top four teams in 
Southeast Asia by 2009 and 
among the top 16 in Asia in 2015. 

The key is to strengthen foot- 
ball associations and local pro- 
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grams, Araneta said. “Thats 
where everything starts," he said, 

But he said a main hindrance was 
the lack of equipment and funding 
for the programs for players and 
coaches. Children who cannot afford 
а pair of football shoes costing at 
least P1,500 play barefoot. 

Botavara recounted what has 
become a traditional practice of 
players from the Southridge 
School, an exclusive and elite 
school for boys. After every tour- 
nament, the players leave their 
football shoes and donate these 
to Barotacnon children. 

While the passion for the sport 
may defy the limitations, Barotac- 
mons hope that this enthusiasm may 
be matched by government support. 


now 


“Tuba” artist paints on coco leaves 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Tacloban City 


OVEN COCONUT LEAVES 

are usually made into fans 

or headgear to ward off 
the heat, especially during summer, 
but a local visual artist has found a 
new use for this indigenous materi- 
аї—а а painting medium. 

Noted Leyte tuba artist Leo Villaflor has 
been painting on woven dried coconut leaves 
that, when completed, could be hung freely 
ona wall 

"This kind of work is the latest of Villaflor's 
array of art pieces that made use of indige 
nous materials. 

Aside from painting with the use of "tuba" 
or coconut wine, which made him popular 
and eamed him the moniker “Leytefio tuba 
artist,” he has also used soot and natural dyes 
as coloring agents. In recent years, he has 
been using chicken feathers, seashells, crab 
shells, stones, tree barks, coconut sheaths and 
other native materials for his visual arts. 

Villaflor has been continuously testing the 
use of different medium and indigenous ma- 
terials. "This is my obsession ever since, that 
we have Filipino identity (in our visual arts),” 
he says. 

His latest favorite, using woven dried co- 
conut leaves called "sulirap" in Waray, spells 
art freedom for Villaflor because it is the kind 
of painting that, he says, can be bung on a 
very clear wall, without borders or frames. 

“The concept that we have is that visual art, 
particularly painting, is framed. Why don't we 
try something like this, although I'm not try- 
ing to project this as a handicraft,” he ex- 
plains. 

He says that although dyes could also be 
used in his new kind of artwork, he uses oil 
paint because of convenience. 


“Strange” art 

Buthe admits that painting on woven dried 
leaves needs patience, hard work and concen- 
tration. 

“It's not easy to paint on woven leaves. If 
you are a seasoned artist the approach to be 
used is pointillism, by dots,” he says. 

Pointillism, according to him, is an impres- 
sionistart style wherein the colors are applied 
by dots. 

Villaflor started painting on woven dried 
leaves just early this year, “but the concept 
has already been there fora long time.” 

He adds, however, that some people still 
find this kind of artwork strange, which inci- 
dentally was the same reaction he got from 
his friends and other people years ago when 
he first started using tuba in painting. 

Villaflor, 64, did not have a formal school- 
ing in fine arts. An AB English graduate who 
later took up Bachelor of Laws but did not 
take the Bar examinations, Villaflor had 
worked as a salesman starting in the late 
1960s. 

1n 1979, however, he gave up his marketing 
career and traded it with his “first love,” 
which was painting. This was after he joined 
for five Saturdays the class of a Cebu master 
artist at the University of the Philippines-Ce- 


VICENTE» LABRO 


LEYTENO artist Leo Villaflor in his studio 


bu College of Fine Arts. 

Since then he concentrated on oil paint- 
ing. But lacking money to buy the costly oil 
paints, he experimented on the use of some 
natural dyes. Then he tried using tuba in his 
paintings. 

In 1990, according to Villaflor, a visiting 
artistic director of a theater in London, who 
was amazed by his unique medium, brought 
one of his paintings and had it displayed in a 
London museum. Then in 1994, a Dutch 
tourist had his works exhibited in Amster- 
dam, and ай of his 25 tuba paintings brought 
there were sold. 

In recognition of his talent in painting, the 
Leytefio tuba artist was among those invited 
in September 1998 to participate in the “100 
Years 100 Artists: An Expression of the Fil- 
ipino Soul" at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, which was one of the highlights 
of the Philippine Centennial celebration. Vil- 
laflor's submitted work was a tuba painting of 
a Spanish-era house in Leyte. 

Villaflor has also been into pen and ink and 
charcoal paintings as well as into sculpture, 
terra cotta and other visual arts. 


Valued patrons 

His artworks have been acquired by many 
art lovers here and abroad. Several of his oil 
paintings of scenes of Tacloban more than a 
century ago hang on the walls of City Hall 
here. Ina classy restaurant in Tacloban, sever- 
al pen and ink paintings done by Villaflor are 
also on display. 

But many of the artworks of Villaflor are 
hung in the homes of art lovers who admire 
the unique work of the Leytefio visual artist. 

‘Among his latest clients are scions of the 
Larrazabal family in Ormoc City, who recently 
bought some of his mixed artworks. 

Villaflor, however, admitted that his most 
popular works were the tuba paintings. 

“Many of my clients had come to my home 
to order my tuba paintings,” he said. 

"The Leytefio artist now notes with pride 
that what started as him testing and using na- 
tive materials because these were cheap has 
now given him an identity to his artworks. 
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Panlilio: There's gold in quar 
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provincial government has filed a case for estafa $ E СЫЙ Эшне ч 
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usurpation of official functions against a man caught 
selling fake receipts in a quarry site in Mexico town. 
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It was the first case filed in the 
two weeks that Gov. Eddie 
Panlilio had started a new system 
in the monitoring of quarry oper- 
ations and collection of sand tax- 
es, according to provincial ad- 
ministrator Vivian Dabu. 

‘An inquest resolution dated July 
12 from the office of the provincial 
prosecutor showed that the sus- 
pect, Nowie Tuazon, sold P14,000 
‘worth of fake receipts to an infor- 
mant in a quarry site in Barangay 
San Juan on Wednesday. 

Artemio David, an employee of 
the office of the provincial trea- 
surer, confirmed that the receipts 
did not bear the security mark 
and logo of original official re- 
ceipts issued by the capitol. 


Frame up 

Provincial legal officer Aiza 
Velez said Tuazon, a resident of 
Sto. Tomas town, was a former 
capitol employee during the 
Lapid administration. 

In a text message to the INQUIRER, 
“Tuazon claimed he was “framed up.” 

Police made the warrantless arrest, 
iting Section 5, Rule 113 of the Re- 
vised Rules on Criminal Procedures. 

Tuazon paid a bail of P16,000 
for his temporary liberty. 

A capitol source said Tuazon be- 
longed to a group connected to a 
former capitol official. The group is 
said to maintain a network of print- 
ing presses where the fake receipts 
have been printed since 2001. 

‘The last arrest made on sellers of 
fake receipts was on April 11, 2005, 
also in Mexico, on the complaint of 
Mayor Teddy Tumang. The police 
arrested two men from Sto. Tomas, 
and another from Porac. 

Dabu said the new crackdown 
“only showed that we are on top of 
the situation. We are aware of what 
is happening in the field. We are 
protecting the interest of all parties 
especially towns and barangays 


where the sand is hauled.” 

The capitol has collected P10.8 
million in sand taxes from July 2 
to July 12, Dabu said. 


Collection 

The amount was almost half of 
the P29.1 million collected by the 
administration of former Gov. 
Mark Lapid in the whole of 2006. 

“There is really gold in quarry- 
ing,” sid Panlilio ina gathering with 
reporters in Quezon City yesterday. 

“all the rumors about its lucra- 
tiveness is true,” he added. 

“We earn at least P1 million per 
day from quarrying, something 
that could really help our province 
battle poverty and other develop- 
ment problems,” he added. 

He said 30 percent of the quarry- 
ing fees per truck would go to the 
municipality, 40 percent to the 
barangay, and the remaining 30 per- 
cent to the provincial government, 

‘The capitol collects P300 for ev- 
ery truckload of sand hauled out 
of the province. The receipts are 
issued at the provincial treasurer's 
office, not anymore at quarry 
checkpoints located along roads. 


Equal share 

Dabu said the crackdown against 
fake receipts is a continuing effort 
to ensure that the province and 
sand-rich towns and barangays get 
their 30-30-40 percent share from 
the income to fund social services. 

‘The matter of fake quarry re- 
ceipts has reached the attention 
of two congressional committees 
since 2005. А private printer and 
the National Printing Office con- 
firmed this in May 2005 on the re- 
quest of Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao. 

Guiao had said that the practice 
was rampant in Рогас and Florid- 
ablanca towns. Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon with a 
report from Margaux C, Ortiz in 
Manila 
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Children in the town of Shariff Kabunsuan, once part of Maguindanao province, may be now familiar 
With various types of guns as their community becomes battlefield every now and then of Moro 
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Bet declared mayor after 2 months, murder of wife 


BAGUIO — CITY—Reelectionist 
Mayor Edwin Crisologo of Tineg, 
‘Abra, was finally proclaimed win- 
mer over Lenin Benwaren after 
two months of legal wrangling, 

Crisologo's wife, Brenda, died 
of injuries on June 24, a month 
after she was shot while watching 
the vote counting. 

А man also ran away with 
some of the ballots during the 
counting at the Holy Spirit 
Academy in Bangued, the capital 
town of Abra 

In the final tally, Crisologo gar- 
nered 1,031 votes to win by 81 


votes over Benwaren, who ob- 
tained 950 votes. 

Crisologo, a close ally of de- 
feated Abra Gov. Vicente Valera, 
was trailing by 187 points when 
the Commission on Elections de- 
cided to deny Benwarer's plea 
that two precincts in Crisologo's 
village of Caganayan be excluded 
from the counting 

Comelec Regional Director Ar- 
mando Velasco denied Ben- 
‘waren’s motion for reconsidera- 
tion and proceeded with the 
counting of Precincts 10А and 
12A where Crisologo garnered 


RORO PASSENGER LINRILLON 
President Macapagal-Arroyo chats with other passengers 
seated at the deck of a roll-on roll-off (Roro) ferry on her way to 
the re-opening ceremonies of the Ozamiz Airport, Arroyo 
travelled by land then by ferry from Cagayan de Oro (CDO) to 
Ozamiz City instead of her Lear jet due to bad weather, 


290 votes as against Benwaren's 
23 votes. 

Crisologo's legal counsel, Es 
telita Cordero, said they did not 
contest ЗА in Barangay Alaoa 
where her client got only a single 
vote against Benwarens 117 
votes. 

The importance of Tineg, а 
fourth class town, is that, despite 
having a population of only 
5,000, it has the biggest Internal 
Revenue Allotment amounting to 
P4.5 million a month because it 
has the biggest land area among 
Abra towns. 


Crisologo's wife, Brenda, was 
shot inside the Holy Spirit Acade- 
my on May 17. Her assailant, 
identified by the police as Totoy 
Buyaowas, was shot dead by re- 
sponding policemen. Brenda lat- 
er died at the St. Luke's Medical 
Center in Quezon City. 

After Brenda's shooting, 10 
Crisologo men were arrested for 
illegal possession of firearms. 
Four of them were identified by 
witnesses as among the gunmen 
in the ambush of newly pro- 
claimed Abra Rep. Cecilia Luna in 
Lagayan, Abra. Six people, all rel- 


atives of Luna, were killed in that 
attack 

‘The foursuspects were Codiem 
Bilong, Joel Sulian, Celeno Bag- 
nalen and Dominador Balucas, 
who, police said, were members 
of a partisan armed group of an 
Abra town mayor. 

They were indicted for the 
killing of Barangay Bal chief 
Romero Guyang, village treasur- 
er бейта Caleflores, Eduardo 
Guyang, Bali Rubeo, Jeson Batta- 
Jao and Darwin Sitnagen. Frank 
Cimatu, Inquirer Northern Lu- 
zon 


‘Bebeng’ brings rains, floods 
to 11 towns in Maguindanao 


COTABATO CITY—HEAVY RAINS 
brought about by Typhoon Bebeng 
flooded at least 11 towns of Maguin- 
danao and Shariff Kabunsuan, ac- 
cording to the latest Office of Civil 
Defense report for the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao. 

“There could still be other towns 
affected in low-lying areas of Lanao 
del Sur and those from the western 
provinces of Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM),” said 
‘OCD regional caretaker Мута An- 
got, whose office awaits calamity re- 
ports from local government units. 

Angor said the heavy downpour 
has resulted in the swelling of the 
Liguasan Marsh and Rio Grande 
de Mindanao causing several vil- 
lages nearby to be flooded. 

‘Agriculture officials said they 
have yet to assess the extent of the 
damage on crops and livestock. 

“Flood waters affected several 
hectares of rice and com land, but we 
have yet to get the exact figure from 
our field technicians,” said agriculture. 
regional secretary Keise бат, 

Classes at the Maguindanaoan 
Elementary School in Sultan Ku- 
darat town had to be suspended 
since July 11 as flood waters 


brought the whole campus under 
water, said teacher Estrella Катей. 

"The other flooded towns include 
Pagalungan, Montawal, Sultan sa 
Barongis, Datu Piang, Buluan, Am- 
patuan, Talayan, Kabuntalan, North: 
em Kabuntalan, and Sultan Mastura. 

‘Angot said at least four villages 
in Sultan Kudarat were under wa- 
ter destroying a 10-hectare rice 
paddy and barangay roads. 

So far, there were no reports of 
casualties, except for possible 
damages, she said, adding thatthe 
OCD is still validating the number 
of evacuees who may avail them- 
selves of relief assistance. 

In Central Mindanao, the danger 
of flash food and landslide has been 
raised in over a hundred villages, 79 
of them in North Cotabato, mostly in 
Midsayap and Pikit towns, said re- 
gional environment and natural re- 
Sources officer Jaime Flores, 

He also wamed residents of pos- 
sible landslides triggered by contin- 
uous rains in Tantangan, Tupi, Tibu- 
Ji, Surallah, Tampakan and Koro- 
nadal Ciry all of South Cotabato. 

Flores said in Sultan Kudarat 
province, “аг least 31 villages 
have been identified as landslide 


and flashflood prone.” Charlie 
Señase, Inquirer Mindanao 


Panlilio, vice 
gov relations 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—For 

the second time, the relationship 

between Pampanga Gov. Eddie 

Panlilio and Vice Gov. Joseller 

Guiao has been strained, if media’ 
reports are to be believed. 

‘After the "letter brouhaha” be- 
fore June 30, their new source of 
conflict now is the "blanket au- 
thority” that Panlilio asked from 
the provincial board on Monday. 

But Guiao on Friday clarified 
that he did “not reject” that re- 
quest. “They make it look like 
were confrontational when we 
are not. We are just trying to do 
our job,” Guiao said referring to 
media reports (not in the INQUIR- 
59). 

"I never said I rejected it. I said 
it was highly irregular. Only the 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan can 
reject it, but the proper term is 
‘disapprove’ it, granting the re- 
quest would be a big blow against 
the principle of check and bal- 
ance,” he said. 


Blanket authority 

In last Monday's regular ses- 
sion, Panlilio told Guiao and the 
board members that he would 
like to be given a "blanket author- 
ity” to sign memoranda of agree- 
ment, deeds of donations and 
other contracts beneficial to the 
provincial government. 

‘The governor, the first Catholic 
priest to be elected to the post, 
said he made the request in the 
light of offers of assistance to the 
provincial government... 

The board has not met to de- 
cide on the request, Guiao said. 
“We could also be accused of 
dereliction of our duties if we ac- 
cede to it,” he told the Inquirer on 
Friday. 

“Tm personally not in favor of 
granting the request. I don't think 
there are any legislative bodies in 
the country worth their salt that 
will cede away their authority 
just based on a simple request of 
the executive,” he said. 

Provincial administrator Vi- 
vian Dabu said the “authority of 
the board is to issue a resolution 
authorizing the governor to sign 
contracts.” 


Consultation 

Even then, she said Panlilio 
would still inform the board 
about negotiations and give its 
members copies of documents. 

“Governor Panlilio has always 
the best interest of the province 
and the people in mind. He 
would always consult,” Dabu 
said. 

Panlilio and Guiao did not see 
eye to eye in June when the vice 
governor reacted to the language 
ofa letter by Panlilio. 

In that letter, Panlilio asked 
Guiao to help cancel the bidding 
for four contracts made under the 
Lapid administration. Tonette 
Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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тте NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (NDC) and he NATIONAL STEVEDORING 
AND LIGHTERAGE CORPORATION (NEL) vit rested nade lor ne sale ol heir 
Combined 12.500 common shares o stocks in iha DAVAO INTEGRATED РО! 
STEVEDORING & SERVICES CORPORATION (OIPSSCOR) in cash and onan”: 
herois toss Thorn dis setat P1 0 95 per share 


usrseieries may rociste ana засла a отап Memorandum and dno Саа 
ашата P L000 00 диа латыш амга 18 Ма 2007 aL. 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
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Dapasai Commitee 

(Ror Мила Development Company 

{te Tete Si Sueno lope. Make Cty 

Drea Lne (9210401536 (02) 840.1147, 

‘rr ne (02) 840-48-30 Locals 212004259 
Bids mustbe salad and submited between 800 AM to 200 PM ol 17 August 2007 labeled and 
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THE CHAIRMAN 
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Мола oveopment Company 

1 Foor, NOC Bulag 

HG Toresas St, Salcedo vilag 
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CODE: DIPSSCOR SHARES 
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“Tho NDC Deposei Conte reservas tno ight to reject гу and all bids orto waiva any ol ho 
Timosen roared, roccopony suen bida, ich aro deemed advantageous o NDC. 
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“Gusto ko siya ang bahala sa bedtime 
story ni Junior, kahit nasa US siya.” 


Pagmamahalang walang patid - 
mas madali na sa Tipid IDD. 


minute | to USA & Canada 
From 10pm to 5:59am (Philippine time) 


Dial 12808 (Country Code) (Area Code) (Phone Number) 
For Postpaid 8: i 
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6 prison execs face estafa raps 


P5.2 M belonging to post exchange unaccounted for 


By Julie М. Aurelio chaser Cynthia Ines and four oth- 

ers. Ines, in particular, was ac- 
SIX OFFICIALS OF THE BUREAU OF CORRECTIONS ARE FACING ESTA- cused of increasing the prices of 
fa charges for failing to account for P5,258.711.93 belonging to the In- IPXS purchases from 2004 to 
mates Post Exchange. 2007, using the P1,385,219.11 

‘The IPX is a store inside the Charged in the Muntinlupa allegedly for her personal gain. 

New Bilibid Prisons officials that - City Prosecutors’ Office on Thurs- „Also charged were Arnold 
sells grocery items to inmates. It day were Penal Supt. Juanito Chua, IPX officer; Romeo Bernal, 
is run by officials of the BuCor. Leopando, IPX manager; pur- accountant; Gil Llano, bookkeep- 


ег; and prison guard Jose Longa- 
long, officer-in-charge for stor- 
age. 

NBP investigator Insp. Rodolfo 
Esquita, who was tasked by for- 
mer BuCor director Vicente 
Vinarao to look into the reported 
irregularities, said the purchases 


GPRISON/AIS 


THEY LOVE TO READ 

‘Students of Magat Salamat Elementary Schoolin Tondo, Manila show their 
Jove for reading at the recent launch of a unique program centered on 
increasing their reading and comprehension sills. (Story on page 18) rezerw 


THE FILIPINO’S BIGGEST MOBILE NETWORK TO THE WORLD 


SMART, with over 27 Million subscriptions, offers the most number of international services* 


it, 


‘pat 
and provides over 3 Billion international connections in a year. Making the world smaller and smarter. 5м, 


*IDD, Int! Text, Intl MMS, Intl Roaming, Int! Video Call, Intl Voice Text, Int Load and SMART Padala 
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ALMOST half of the 2.1 million households in Metro Manila (48 percent, ог 
alittle over a million) either own or amortize their houses, based on the. 
2000 Census. More than 30 percent (almost 690,000) rent their housing 
units, while about 11 percent (almost 240,000) occupy their units free with 
the owners’ consent. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Introducing 
the Ayala Malls Cinemas 
BOOSTER BUDDY . 


For hocking, ple. oull Lines ot 752-7862 
"or Lito at 757-3861 to 62 
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LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Official Depository Bank of the Republic of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Land Bank of the Philippines invites Interested pares to bid forthe folowing properties on CASH and "AS- 
ISWHERE.IS" BASIS: 


= аня 
BIO PRICE 


PROPERTY DESCRIPTION son 
Vario Онсе Condon UniajParling БОЗ In Peron Maga Plaza, Sen. GI Puyat 
| Ave: Makan Сау 

Jo f= 230 suma 10S 

2I F> 1,330 010/926. 

223 f= 1520 мып w 9 PS 

EL taO sqm Ww GP 

ing P= 775.56 sam w TEE 

Ung ШУА = 340.15 sam w/ 1 PS 

Un HI 8-29730:9 mw TPS 

DAE LISE 27582 sam WLS 

Uni HIT 5 = 90595 som w 1 PS 

UE TIE = 5710 л W LPS 

Up 175 D-27256 sam wl 1 PS 

Unti?” = 238.26 som wf 195. 
324 sa. resi iot w/ 3 Storey commn Bag 


ТАТЕ 
Pao 217 000.80 | 
6200000 
1802000000 
9124920000] 
IES 
71818120000. 
170200000. 
PIG 394,000 00 
713 953,000.00 
71710600000 
19502200000. 
1488500000 


Ca of and S" Cmo S. 
Murphy, Cubao, Quezon СТУ 
‘aver Estates, "Upper 
Cagaran de Oro Cty 

Vita Leonda Subd., Беру Sis Care 
Sur, Poblacion, Po, Laguna 

15 Inge St, [a Lama, Quezon Gl 


"WSOSAT Sam сота and 


"sang, | 2180781570000 


TABS sqm тео Bey resi Dii 


Varus Resco 
Un 10, GF- 3710 sam 
Unt M102 = 31 жыт- 
Unt §-104 22.10 зли (resi condo] 
‘Uni S108 = 31 sqm — [resi condo] E 
jt 105 31 sam. — (rest condo 
Unt T-108- 2110 sam (resi condo) 
ОСТ? = 30 улу — (rest condo) 
м Е103 = 31 sam — resi condo) 
Un £106 = 21:10 sqm. (res condo) 
Unt 107 = 30sm — (res? conda) — 600,000.00 
Unit F103 =25 мыт — (rest condo) 500,000 00. 
‘Unt P-104 = 25 sam — (res condo) — 5500,00 00. 
S | —s Parang Sis — 12s 150000 00/56 
Lr Ee MUS б Ун — — Titan Tana — — — — LES 
For lems No. 1-28, Sealed bids together with the 10% bid bond in the form of Cash or Manager's Check wil be 
{Seta oth Socal Assets Daran, 30" For, Landbank Plaza, t, Mania on August 16,2007, not 
ister thon 12:00 nn. 


71145,0000 


animum Unis a 
com condo) 
пен condo) 


FITS I 
670,000.00 
524200000 
[520,000.00 
00000 
24220004 
6000 00 
620, 
p422 000 00 


For lem No, 29, public bidding wil be held at LBP Leasing Corp., 15" Floor, SSHG Law Contar, No, 105 Paseo de 
Roxas St, Makali Cay. For тшу & bidding forms, please contact Susan at tl по. 818-2200 loc. 410, 

In case of CLOSELY CLUSTERED TOP BIDS (defined as having the second highest bid which i not below 90% 
Urine highest bd}: the opening of the sealed bids wii be followed immediately by an open bidding in which all 
Bidders hose bids are nat below 80% o ine highest bid may paricpale. The increase in the open bidding shall 
be in multiples of P10,000.00. 

‘The Bid Documents willbe avaliable at the Special Assets Depi. (clo May or Тапу) staring July 17, 2007. 

"The Pre-Bid Conference wil be held on August В, 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the 30% Floor Conference Room, Landbank: 
Рага, 1598 M.H. Dol Piar St, Malate. 

Prospective bidders эге enjoined to inspect the above-listed properties as woll as legal status of the tile belare 
риш hel bids. The ele ol the properties shali bo on "AS-I5-WHERE-IS" basis. The winning bidder shall 
fake possession of he awarded property wihout seeking assistance from the Bank. The award n favor ol пе 
ning bidder shali be subject othe approval of he LBP approving authonnes. 

T for any reason the above-mentioned date is declared a non-working holiday, the public bidding shall be held on 
tho nant working day at tne same ume and place aforementioned, 

For mere information. please visi or call the SPAD at telephone по. 551-2200 locals 2374, 2401, 7248, 2482, 7648. 
Landbank reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, to waive any formality therein, and to accept tho bid 
faust advantageous fo the Bank. The decision of Landbank shall be final and binding. 
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Woman cop in hot water for online 
photo showing her in red brassiere 


By DJ Yap 


А POLICEWOMAN IS IN TROUBLE. 
for posting a picture of herself in a red 
brassiere in Friendster, the popular 
online network. 

The officer, whose user name is 
“Queen Rubie,” could face adminis- 
trative charges, including dismissal. 

A mother of two from Cainta, Rizal 
reported the existence of the photo- 
graph to the National Police Commis- 
sion. 

Napolcom officials said the wom- 
an, whose name was withheld, had 
the rank of Police Officer 2 and is de- 
tailed at the office of Philippine Na- 
tional Police chief Director General 
Oscar Calderon. 

Corazon Santos sent an e-mail to 
the Napolcom on June 20, “as a par- 
ent and civilian,” to report what she 
believed to be transgressions by an of- 
ficer of the law. 


She said the photograph was found 
in the web by her 9-year-old son, It. 
showed a closeup ofthe policewoman 
wearing a red bra, The caption read: 
“May ipagmamalaki ba (worth show- 
ing off)?” The photo gallery had other 
pictures of the officer, some showing 
herin uniform. 

Director Ш Eduardo Castro, Napol- 
com Inspection, Monitoring and In- 
vestigation Service chief, said the po- 
lice officer had taken a leave of ab- 
sence. He added that the policewom- 
ап could face charges of conduct un- 
becoming an officer and grave mis- 
conduct. “The maximum penalty is 
dismissal from the service,” he said. 

In her profile, the policewoman said 
she was “30, (and) in a relationship.” 
She listed her hometown as SDMO, 
Mindanao, and her college as Misamis 
University. “Be true to yourself” was 
found at the top of the page. 

‘As of yesterday, the account could 


Unique program helps 
Tondo children to read 


By Tina б. Santos 


MORE THAN 1,000 GRADE 1 STUDENTS 
of Magat Salamat Elementary School in 
‘Tondo, Manila have reason to be proud. 

They are becoming not only more 
confident readers but their comprehen- 
sion skills are also improving 

A community service program 
launched recently by Citibank aims to 
address the lack of reading skills among 
students in the early grades. As part of 
the bank's I Love to Read project, Magat 
Salamat's 1,124 Grade 1 students re- 
ceived recently workbooks and reading 
materials. 

Aneth Lim, Citibank assistant vice 
president for public relations and com- 
munications, said the bank thought of 
the project after it noted that many pub- 
lic schools lacked supplementary read- 
ing materials. The shortage was proba- 
bly one reason for the increasing num- 
ber of slow and non-readers among stu- 
dents in the early grades, she noted. 

Lim added that eventually, these chil- 
dren who performed poorly stopped go- 
ing to school altogether. Research showed 


that these students are more likely to drop 
outor become underachievers. 

Lim said the projects mission was sim- 
ple. "We wanted to instill the love of read- 
ing in these children. But we have to help 
them become good and confident readers 
first, Reading, after all, is such an essential 
skill to learning and so we feel we need to 
invest in this most basic skill.” 

‘Apart from book donations, the project 
also provided teachers with Department 
of Education-approved lesson plans on 
reading, Stressing that leaming was а 
home-school collaborative effort, Lim said 
parents received manuals on how to help 
their children learn at home and develop 
good habits and values. 

‘The project also plans to conduct sto- 
rytelling and arts and crafts programs 
with volunteer Museo Pambata and 
Citibank employees. 

School principal Dr. Violeta de Jesus 
hopes that with the program, the stu- 
dents would improve significantly their 
reading and comprehension skills. “We 
aim to produce zero non-readers. And 
not merely readers, but readers with 
good comprehension,” she said. 


Alcano seeks junking of abuse raps 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


WORLD POOL CHAMPION RONATO 
Alcano is seeking the dismissal of 
charges filed against him by his 14- 
year-old daughter relating to Republic 
‘Act 9262 or the “Act Defining Violence 
‘Against Women and their Children.” 

Vic Rodriguez, Alcano's lawyer, said 
that although his client was charged 
with rape and acts of lasciviousness on 
‘Thursday, the Quezon City Prosecutor's 
Office had already dismissed the accu- 
sation that Alcano violated RA 9262. 

Invoking the law, Alcano's daughter 
got a temporary protection order from 
the QC RTC Branch 102 requiring Al- 
cano to stay at least 1,000 meters away 
from the girl. 

Rodriguez said they would also file a 


motion for reconsideration before QC 
RTC branches 102 and 225 that would 
hear the child abuse and rape charges 
against Alcano, respectively 

In a resolution, Assistant City Prose- 
cutor Corazon Romano recommended 
that Alcano be charged with one count 
of rape and another count for violation 
of Section 5 of Republic Act 7610 or the 
Anti-Child Abuse Law. 

Romano recommended a total bail of 
P400,000. 

Quezon City Prosecutor Claro Arel- 
lano said the rape in Alcano's case was 
bailable because it involved the inser- 
tion of an object in the genitalia, as al- 
leged in the victim's complaint. 

“The penalty for this kind of rape is 
reclusion temporal or 20 years in its 
maximum period,” Arellano said. 


6 prison executives face estafa 


were from RM Merchandise, Blue- 
stone Trading Corporation and Jera 
Grains, 

Esquita reported that Ines admit- 
ted padding the prices in several offi- 
cial receipts of items like cigarettes 
and rice bought from the store. Chua, 
the IPX officer, claimed to have seen 
Ines write the receipts, though she 


made it appear they were issued by 
the store. Esquita also accused Ines of 
falsifying private documents as there 
was no RM Merchandise holding of- 
fice in Bifian, Laguna, 

The six officials will also be 
charged with violating Republic Act 
6713 ог the Codes of Conduct and 
Ethical Standards for Public Officials 


no longer be accessed. 

“Prom what we've seen, it seems 
that she has brought disgrace and dis- 
honor to the police force. But we real- 
ly have to look into the details first, In 
fairness to her, we'd like to hear her 
explanation,” Castro said. 

Santos said the incident should serve 
as reminder to the police force to be 
“more responsible in their actions.” She 
said she received e-mail messages after 
she was notified by Napolcom that an 
investigation was being conducted. 

The sender identified herself as 
Norhaya Ali Ampungan, using the ad- 
dress norhayaali@yahoo.com. In one 
of the messages, the sender attached 
a picture of a group of heavily armed 
‘women soldiers. 

Santos said she suspected the 
sender was the police officer herself 
‘The sender, however, claimed she was 
just concerned for her “niece,” saying 
she was a civilian from Cotabato City. 


Transfer 
of MPD chief 
to push 
through 


By Alcuin Papa 


SENIOR SUPT. DANILO ABAR- 
тоа of the Manila Police Depart 
ment (MPD) will have to leave his 
post despite a vote of confidence 
from Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim. 

Philippine National Police 
chief Director General Oscar 
Calderon said the transfer of 
Abarzosa was part of the "usual" 
reshuffle of officers and followed 
the process outlined by the PNP 

Abarzosa would be transferred. 
to the PNP Academy (PNPA). The 
Manila police official graduated 
from the PNPA in 1980. 

‘The PNP chief said there was a 
clamor to name one of the PNPAs 
graduates as head of the acade- 
my 

Calderon said they had yet to 
submit Abarzosa's transfer papers 
to Lim. 

He said they would also submit 
five nominees for the Manila 
post. 

In the list is former Southern 
Police District (SPD) Chief Supt. 
Roberto Rosales. 

Calderon said he hoped Lim 
would eventually agree to Abar- 
zosa's replacement. 

He said they sent National 
Capital Region Police Office chief 
Deputy Director General Reynal- 
do Varilla to talk to Lim. 

Lim said earlier that Abarzosa 
was “doing а good job” and he 
should not be transferred. 

Calderon earlier announced 
that Rosales would replace Abar- 
205a while Senior Supt. Nilo de la 
Cruz of the NCRPO would take 
over Rosales’ post. 

Abarzosa was appointed offi 
cer in charge of the MPD in Au- 
gust 2006. 


Frompage AIT 


and Employees. 

Esquita said Ines would be charged 
with 24 counts of serious dishonesty 
under the Civil Service Code. He also 
asked Chua to account for 
P3,873,492,82 allegedly undeposited 
collections, undeclared remittances, 
cash advances and bonus coupons 
given to inmates from 2005 to 2007. 


Is the government being taken for a wimp? 


WHY SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT 
respect the ceasefire agreement with 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) when the other side has been 
systematically violating it? 

The massacre of 14 Marines, not to 
mention the mutilation of 10 of them, 
was зо serious a violation of the 
ceasefire agreement that the govern- 
ment has every reason to disregard it 
and declare war on the MILE 

‘The Moros, especially the Tausugs 
of Sulu and Yakans of Basilan, are es- 
sentially warriors . 

If they're not fighting the govern- 
ment or the Christians, theyre fight- 
ing among themselves. 

"The ambush and massacre Tuesday 
of government troops on their way 
home was an open declaration of 
war. 

It was a blatant violation of а 
truce. 

The government of President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo should take up the 
challenge. 

"The heck with the International Mon- 
itoring Team composed of Malaysia, 


ON TARGE 


Ramon Tulf. 


Brunei, Bahrain, Libya, Indonesia and 
Saudi Arabia. 

"These are all Muslim countries and 
their sympathy most probably lies 
with the Muslim rebels. 

If the government does not take up 
the Moro challenge, then it might as 
well surrender Muslim Mindanao—Su- 
lu, Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, Maguindanao, 
Lanao del Sur--to the Muslims. 

‘The Muslim rebels have been saying, 
by way of a joke, that the reason fight- 
ing continues in Mindanao is that the 
government has not yet capitulated. 

‘The MILF got a good whacking 
from the government during the 
time of President Erap. 

Government troops overran Camp 
Abubakar, the MILF's sacred ground, 


and taught the rebels they didn't hold 
any territory in the Republic. 

Now, the MILF is claiming that the 
Marines ventured into their territory 
and that's why they were killed. 

Now, why is the MILF allowed to 
hold sway in any place in the coun- 
try to the exclusion of the govern- 
ment? 

1s there already an independent 
Moro nation? 

Is the government in Manila be- 
ing taken for awimp by the Moros? 

Armed Forces soldiers, particularly 
the Marines, want to avenge their 
comrades who were massacred and 
then mutilated by MILF rebels and 
Abu Sayyaf bandits, 

Let's face it, revenge is allowed in 
armed conflicts between nations and 
warring armies. 

‘The bombing of the USS Maine at 
the Havana Harbor set off the Span- 
ish-American War, 

"The bombing of Pearl Harbor start- 
ed the war between the United States 
and Japan during World War Il. 
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Iraq gov't stumbling, says US report 


Bush insists America can still win war; House demands troop pullout 


Say 


WASHINGTON--IRAQ'S GOVERNMENT IS 
making only meager progress, a new US report 
found Thursday, as the House of Representatives 
voted again for troop withdrawals and Democrats 
roasted the White House over the war. 


Defying а new veto threat from 
under-fire President George W. 
Bush, the House demanded a 
pulkback of most US combat 
troops in Iraq to start within 120 
days, to be completed by April 1. 

But Bush insisted America 
‘could still win the four-year war, 
and warned that withdrawing the 
160,000 US troops in the country 
would mean “surrendering the 
future of Iraq to al-Qaida.” 

The White House's interim re- 
port into Bush's plan to surge an 
extra 30,000 troops into Iraq 
found satisfactory progress by the 
Baghdad government оп only 
eight of 18 security and political 
benchmarks set by Congress. 

As many as 80 suicide bombers 
per month cross into the country 
from Syria, said the interim assess- 
ment, which is to be followed by a 
fuller accounting in September from 
Gen. David Petraeus, the top US mil- 
itary commander in the region. 

Bush said, however, he still had 
"confidence" in Iraqi Prime Min- 
ister Nuri al-Maliki 

He vowed to make no final 
judgments about the plan until he 
had received the definitive study 
by Petraeus. 

“I believe we can succeed in 
Iraq, and I know we must,” Bush 
said at a news conference domi- 
nated by the war, which has 


BUSH 


now killed 3,612 US troops. 

"The report revealed efforts by 
Iraq to get its armed forces oper- 
ating independently of US 
units—a key goal of the US ad- 
ministration—had made “unsat- 
isfactory progress.” Among other 
judgments, the report said “the 
prerequisites for a successful 
militia disarmament program are 
not present” in Iraq. 

Baghdad had made “unsatis- 
factory” progress on legislation 
explicitly endorsed by Washing- 
ton as central to efforts to quiet 
sectarian violence. 

There was more optimism on the 


situation in some regions, like Anbar 
province, echoing recent US state- 
ments that local tribal leaders had 
turned sharply against al-Qaida. 

‘And the report said "satisfacto- 
ту? progress had been made to- 
wards reducing sectarian violence, 
though not yet to acceptable levels. 

Bush, struggling to preserve 
his draining power late in his sec- 
ond term, defended his decisions 
on Iraq. 

“Iwill be able to say, 1 looked in 
the mirror and made decisions 
based upon principle, not based 
upon politics,” Bush said. 

“Everybody wants to be 
loved—just sometimes the decisions 
you make and the consequences 
don't enable you to be loved." But 
Democrats went on the attack. 

“It is clear that there is now a 
state of chaos in Iraq. And it is up 
to the Iraqi people to make them: 
selves safe,” said Senate Majority 
leader Harry Reid. 

“We can't do it. Its time the 
training wheels come off and they 
take care of their own country” His 
colleague, Senator Dick Durbin 
said: "Is sad to say, President Bush 
is out of touch ... with the reality of 
the war in Iraq,” Senator Hillary 
Clinton, a Democratic presidential 
candidate, also weighed in saying, 
"even the president's own portrait 
cannot paint over the reality on the 
ground: Our strategy in Iraq is fail 
ing,” But Bush had a blunt message 
for lawmakers, hours before the 
House of Representatives passed 
its latest withdrawal timeline 

“I don't think Congress ought 
to be running the war,” he said. 

‘The House voted by 223 votes 


to 201 to pass the measure, but 
the Republican coalition stayed 
intact: Only four party members 
voted with the Democrats. 

Bush, meanwhile, pledged to 
launch another bout of diplomacy 
on Iraq, by sending Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice and Sec- 
retary of Defense Robert Gates to 
the Middle East in August to con- 
sult US allies on the conflict. 

Both cabinet heavy hitters had 
postponed foreign trips to launch 


Pakistan mourns mosque dead; Musharraf firm 


SLAMABAD—PAKISTAN PRESI- 
dent Pervez Musharraf vowed to 
eradicate extremism "from every 
nook and corner of the country” on. 
‘Thursday after a bloody confronta- 
tion at an Islamabad mosque in 
which at least 105 people died. 

“I want to say it clearly that ex- 
tremism and terrorism have not 
been eradicated from Pakistan,” 
he said in an address to the nation 
following Tuesdays commando 
assault on lIslamabad's. Lal 
Masjid, or Red Mosque. 


“But our resolve is to eliminate 
terrorism and extremism from ev- 
ery nook and corner of the coun- 
try,” he said. 

Atleast 75 followers of rebel cler- 
ic Abdul Rashid Ghazi were killed in. 
"Tuesday's assault on the Lal Masjid, 
a mosque and school complex sym- 
pathetic to Afghanistan's Taliban. 

Most of them were interred 
without ceremony in unmarked 
graves before daybreak on Thurs- 
day, while Ghazi was buried by 
grieving relatives in his ancestral 


Ousted Thaksin no longer 
a billionaire, says Forbes 


BANGKOK—OUSTED | PREMIER 
‘Thaksin Shinawatra, a former tele- 
coms tycoon, has fallen from grace 
and is no longer counted among 
"Thailand's billionaires since the 
military froze his assets following 
last year's coup, Forbes said Friday. 

Thaksin, once Thailand's fourth 
richest business man with a fortune 
‘worth $2.2 billion, is now thought 
to be worth around $300 million, 
the US magazine said. 

The self-made tycoon “fell from 
the billionaire perch after facing 


frozen assets, multimillion-dollar 
fines and other court decisions 
against his family,” Forbes said. 

‘The military, which overthrew 
‘Thaksin in a coup in September 
2006, froze at least $1.52 billion 
of assets belonging to him and 
family. 

Since the coup, Thaksin has re- 
mained in exile and now lives in 
London with his wife, Pojaman. 

On Tuesday, Thailand's Supreme. 
Court agreed to hear corruption 
charges against the couple. АЕР 


village in Punjab province 

“It is a day to mourn, it is a day 
for introspection, grief and sorrow,” 
Musharraf said. “We acted against 
our own people." But he vowed not 
to allow mosques ог madrasas like 
the Lal Magjid's Jamia Наба to be 
used to spread militancy, though it 
isa promise he has made in the past 
and yet to fulfil. 

Eleven soldiers were among 
those killed in clashes which first 
broke out outside the mosque оп 
July 3, resulting in a week-long 


siege, before the final assault. 
Journalists were shown a black- 
‘ened room in the mosques religious 
school where an army spokesperson 
said a suicide bomber died along 
with а halfdozen victims whose 
bodies were so badly bumed it was 
impossible to tel their age or gender. 
Ghazi was killed on Tuesday 
along with a handful of hardcore 
militants he had gathered around 
him in his drive to impose strict 
Islamic rule on the capital. 
Reuters 


SEPARATED, THEN REUNITED 

Ecuador identical twins Andrea Freire and Marielisa Romo in 
undated photo. A chance meeting in the town of Milagros reunited 
the two 15 years after they were separated when two doctors. 
allegedly stole one of them from their mother after delivery. е 


Russia-UK row could lead to Cold War-style ties 


LONDON—A GROWING RIFT BE- 
tween Russia and Britain over the 
London murder of a former Russian 
agent prompted warnings Thursday 
of a full-scale diplomatic conflict, 
complete with tit-for-tat expulsions. 

Newspapers and analysts in 
both countries said the row over 
Moscow's refusal to extradite the 
chief suspect in the case, Andrei Lu- 
govoi, risked blowing bilateral ties 
back to the Cold War era, although 


Moscow tried to play down the rift. 

‘According to British newspaper 
reports, London is considering ex- 
pelling Russian diplomats to protest 
about what t sees as Moscow's non- 
cooperation with the investigation 
into the poisoning murder of intelli 
gence agent-tumed-Kremlin critic 
Alexander Litvinenko. 

British Prime Minister Gor- 
don Brown's spokesperson 
Michael Ellam was tight-lipped 


about the situation. 

“We seek a constructive rela- 
tionship with Russia—bue this 
was a very serious crime commit- 
ted against a British citizen on 
British зой,” he told reporters 

He said he was not in a position 
to comment on any specific mea- 
sures that might be taken against 
Russia, but added Moscow could 
“expect something shortly.” 

А Foreign Office spokesperson 


said Britain was considering po- 
tential reprisals, 

“Ministers and senior officials 
have been discussing it. But obvi- 
ously, it is very serious matter so it 
may take some time,” he said. 

Commenting on the press reports, 
he said: “There are lots of cases 
when diplomats have left the UK or 
have been expelled. Relating to this 
сазе we are not speculating on any 
measure that we might take.” AFP 


ра 


IRAQ'S PAIN WEARING А HUMAN FACE: 
Reuters killed in another violent incident in Iraq, weeps as he walks next to the vel 
outside a Baghdad hospital morgue on July 13. 


le carrying the coffin 


an intense lobbying effort of wa- 
vering lawmakers, after several 
key Republican senators broke 
with Bush in recent weeks. 

Rice “thinks it is important to 
keep those lines of communica- 
tion open,” said her spokesperson 
Sean McCormack. 

A similar bill to the one passed 
by the House is being debated in 
the Senate, but both approaches 
mirror earlier initiatives which 
Bush blocked. He signaled again 


‘Thursday he would veto any new 
troop withdrawal timelines. 

It remains uncertain whether 
Democrats have won over 
enough Republicans to overcome 
the 60-vote hurdle in the 100- 
seat Senate needed to defeat Re- 
publican spoiling tactics. 

And troop withdrawal time- 
lines have almost no chance of be- 
coming law as the Democrats аге 
well short of the two-thirds major- 
ity needed to override a veto. AFP 
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N. Korea wants direct military talks with US 
SEOUL—North Korea called on Friday for military talks with the United 
States for peace and security on the peninsula, with Washington saying it 
can discuss a peace treaty after Pyongyang abandons its nuclear weapons 
program. Pyongyang, which often muddies the waters ahead of crucial 
moves concerning its atomic ambitions, is set to receive a team of UN nu- 
clear personnel on Saturday who are to oversee the shutdown of ts reactor 
and source of weapons-grade plutonium. Six-way talks on ending North Ko- 
rea's nuclear arms program are set to resume on Wednesday in Being. The 
North, which has long sought direct talks with the United States, usually 
holds bilateral meetings with US officials within those discussions. Reuters 


Lebanese Army resumes bombing of militants 
‘TRIPOLI, Lebanon—Lebanese troops resumed bombardment of al-Qaida- 
inspired militants entrenched in a Palestinian refugee camp in northern 
Lebanon on Friday as the army said it lost six soldiers in fierce fighting the 
day before. Troops pounded the remaining suspected hideouts of Fatah Is- 
{am fighters in Nahr el-Bared with artillery and tank fre ina bombardment 
that sent plumes of black smoke rising in the air over the refugee camp's 
bullet-punctured buildings. Holed up deep inside the camp, Fatah Islam 
gunmen responded with heavy fire Friday, soldiers said. The army had re- 
ported four soldiers died in the previous day's fighting, but a senior military 
official raised the death toll to six on Friday. The six soldiers, including an of- 
ficer, were killed by shrapnel or gunfire during the fierce fighting on Thurs- 
day when the army unleashed one of its heaviest bombardments against the 
Fatah islam militants, said the official, Thursday's fatalities brought to 92 the 
number of solders killed since fighting erupted on May 20. АР 


Ex-Bush aide could face contempt charges 
WASHINGTON—A congressional panel moved toward seeking contempt 
charges against former White House counsel Harriet Miers on Thursday af- 
ter she refused to appear—under orders from President George W. 
‘Bush—at a hearing on the firing of federal prosecutors. The White House 
promptly accused the Democratic-led Congress of looking for a fight and 
failing to understand separation of federal powers. “The committee is re- 
jecting accommodation because they prefer just the kind of political specta- 
cle,” said spokesperson Tony Райо, On a party-line vote of 7-5, a House of 
Representatives Judiciary subcommittee rejected the contention that 
Bush's claim of executive privilege allowed Miers not to attend its hearing or 
testify on what she knows about fired prosecutors. Reuters 


Fujimori's fate in hands of Chile court 
SANTIAGO—The fate of Alberto Fujimori is now in the hands of five Chilean 
Judges who have three months to decide whether he should face trial in Pe- 
Tu оп alleged crimes committed during his presidency. Peru's government 
quickly filed an appeal to Chile's Supreme Court Thursday, one day after a 
judge shocked Lima by rejecting its bid to try Fujimori on charges of human 
rights abuse and corruption during his 1990-2000 rule. Chilean judge Or- 
lando Alvarez went against the advice of his country's attorney general 
Wednesday as he turned down the extradition, saying there was not enough 
meritto the charges against him in Peru. His ruling triggered protests out- 
side Chile's embassy in Lima, but Alvarez rejected speculation that his deci- 
sion was a result of political pressure from Peru and Chile. AFP 


Study finds China's paper recycling industry is protecting forests 


BANGKOK—CHINAS BOOMING 
recycling industry is helping to 
slow the destruction of forests 
worldwide, providing a strong 
market for wastepaper that most- 
ly comes from the United States 
and Europe, according to a study 
released Friday. 

But the report from the Wash- 
ington, DC-based Forest Trends 
also warns that despite the trees 
spared though the use of 
wastepaper, China's growing de- 
mand for wood increasingly fuels 


the destruction of virgin forests in 
parts of Asia and Africa. 

‘About 60 percent of the fiber 
used to manufacture paper and 
paper board products in China is 
derived from wastepaper, the re- 
port found. In the last decade, 
China's wastepaper imports in- 
creased by more than 500 per- 
cent—from 3.1 million metric 
tons in 1996 to 19.6 million met- 
ric tons in 2006—with most of 
that growth occurring between 
2002 and 2006. 


‘The industry includes one of 
the country's richest people, 
Zhang Yin, the founder of the 
Nine Dragons Paper Co. Her for- 
tune was made from turning re- 
cycled paper from America into 
packaging products. 

“China is by far the world's 
biggest consumer of wastepaper 
and that’s a good thing because in 
the last four years alone, China 
has prevented 65 million metric 
tons of wastepaper from heading 
to landfills in the US, Japan, and 


Europe,” Brian Stafford, the lead 
author of the report and an indus- 
try consultant, said in a state- 
ment. 

Just last year, China's use of 
wastepaper instead of trees to 
make paper products probably 
saved 54 million metric tons of 
wood from being harvested for 
pulp. 

But Stafford said that China 
continues to depend on virgin 
forests for its higher-quality ра- 
pers, sourcing nearly 40 percent 


“of wood and wood pulp from 
countries where good forest 
management cannot be as- 
sured.” 

“The biggest environmental 
challenge related to China's pa- 
per industry is to prevent its 
growing demand for fiber from 
driving even more forest destruc- 
tion in places like Indonesia and 
Eastern Russia,” һе said. 
"Wastepaper can only provide so 
much fiber and with huge new 
pulp mills coming on line in Chi- 


па, there is a legitimate concern 
that future growth in China's pa- 
per industry is going to happen at 
the expense of already stressed 

natural forests in the tropics.” 
Aspokesperson for the Chinese 
government could not be imme- 

diately reached for comment, 
‘The report comes amid grow- 
ing concern from environmental 
groups who accuse China of im- 
porting illegal timber to supply its 
flooring and furniture industry. 
AP 
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Astor Hotel 
7835 Makati Ava cor Eduque St, Makati Cy 
"67501500 
Ems ales Dbestwestemastorcom. 
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‘Astoria Plaza 
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CSB Hotel 
‘Alan Ave. cor Entrada St, Mai 
Чы Oi 4903333 Fx 00-7401 
Ermat: cstomerservce@esbhotacom 
Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Mabini St, Маме, Manlia 
"i 5231000 fax 525-8079. 
nal ales @enecutieplaza 
Aveentcutiveplsahote com. 
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Hotel Veniz 
No. | Abana St, Baguio City 

ты. (074) 46-0700 to 03 Fax (074) 446-0704 
Eri поети бале 
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Intercontinental Manila 
aja Avene, Makati City 
шз 
wencitercontnencalcom 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 


1020 Belen St. Paco, Manita 
ты (63) 522-4038 fax (032) 522-4840 


Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
ША. Mabini Se, Маме Manili 
пы (632) 521-1000/ Fas (632) 523-6917 
slupsimushotal com gh 


Mactan island Resort 
Punta Engano Read Lapu Lapu Cebu. 
(32) BI Gala (632) 231-1680 
Nevehangr là com 


The Peninsula Manila 
Corner of Ayala and Makati Avenues, 
Makas Oy 
“Tet (632) 987 2888 Faxe (632) 8154825 


Palm Plaza Hotel 
Pedro GI corner Adee Sts., Manila 
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Pryce Plaza 
Carmen it, Chayan de Oro Cy Phi 


Camo john Hay Manor 
Ташы Rend, Bagot 
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Century Park Hotel 
599R Ocampo St Malate, Manila 
Tu S26 0888 нах 528.181) 

mal formation@eenuryparecom ph 
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City Garden Suites 
тзв bin Se, Ermita Manta 
Het Sea Fan 524-4044 
Emalichyreservalons@chygardenhotes.com 
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Crowne Plaza Galeria Manila 
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Discovery Suites. 
25ADB Avenue, Отар Cantar Pasig CIty 
"i. G1 663 822 азан 
Ww discoverysutescomph 


Dusit Hotel Nikko 

Center, 1223 Maka Cy Phi. 
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Edsa Shangri Мама 
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"teases 
к-н 


Чч 


Grand Boulevard Hotel 

1990 Roxas Boulevard, РО. 

Вох 776 Mania 1087, РМ. 

Tal. (632) 5265 88 Fax (92) 26 1701 
rv randnoteimond com. 


Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila 
1808 Pedro Gil cornar M.H. del Piar, 
Mante, Mania 1004 
Tl (632) 245 1234 Fax (632) 247 8688. 
monis cimo yate com 


Manila Pavilion 
UN Ave corner Maris Orosa St Manila 
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Mandarin Oriental Manila 
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COME JULY 29-30, 
InterContinental 

Manila presents Ele- 

ments of Style: A Cel- 

ebration of All Occa- 

sions. Join the coun- 

trys leading event 

designers and suppli- 

ers in a spectacular 

showcase of their ex- 

pertise as they create 

actual set-ups for 
weddings, debuts, 

children's parties, 

corporate meetings 

and conferences, and 

other important events at InterContinental 
Manila's various function rooms. 

‘This pioneering concept will allow the public to 
appreciate better stylish and innovative ideas. 
Guests, therefore, will take pleasure ina visual treat 
during the two-day event. Adding to the excitement 
of the event is a performance of a quintet by the 
Manila Philharmonic Orchestra and treats of lus- 
‘ious hors d'oeuvres during the two-day exposition. 
Prizes and giveaways also await fairgoers! Plus ай 
events booked by fairgoers during the two-day fair 
have the chance to avail of the Special Installment 
Plan (SIP) through BPI Express Credit. 

Aside from the showcases, InterContinental 
Manila has lined-up the following: Celebrity Bridal 


m. 9 AL PE 
COMME 


— 
ELIT, 


& Debut Gowns Exhibit (Lobby, July 28 - Aug. 
5); Talks by Style Experts (July 29 -30), Debut. 
Style Forecast, Of Dreams and Wedding Gowns, 
Menu Planning: A Taste of Entertaining, Budget- 
ing for Style: The Practical Plan, and Entertain- 
ment Protocol. As a finale, on July 30, the newly 
refurbished Grand Ballroom will present Jer Set 
Soiree: Style Trends - a show by the future de- 
signers of the College of St. Benide. Fashion for- 
ward design students will showcase their newest 
collections in one chic айай. "Elements of Style” 
is in cooperation with BPI Express Credit and 
media partners, 105.1 Crossover and 92.3FM.. 

Call InterContinental Manila at 815-9711 for 
more information. 
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A perfect venue 
Jor all occasions 


G HOTEL MANILA. BY WATERFRONT 
surely created a mark in the buzzling 
business district in Manila when it offi- 
cially opened its doors to guests last 
November, 2006. It has been known for 
venues for thematic events and exclusive 
corporate functions, aside from its very 
unique black and white concept of a bou- 
tique hotel. 

Behind the serene facade of G Manila 
by Waterfront situated at 2090 Roxas 
Boulevard, Manila is a grandiose ball 
room at the seventh floor, called Prome- 
nade that provides a 180 degree view of 
the historic main road in Manila. Prome- 
nade has catéred to all levels of function 
needs since it opened late last year. 

Promenade's beauty gives you an over- 
whelming beauty and relaxed ambiance of 
a ballroom full of gold dust and romantic 
atmosphere. 

One can be sure of a surpassed expecta- 
tion with the Service of G Hotel Manila by 
Waterfront, which is backed by Filipino 
excellence of the Corporate Management 
Group of waterfront Hotels and Casinos. 
Every guest request is done to the letter, 
counter-checked, and personal butler ser- 
vice available twenty four hours a day. 

For inquiries and reservations, contact 
525-0888 or e-mail g.hotel@waterfron- 
thotels.net. G Hotel Manila by Waterfront 
is located at 2090 Roxas Boulevard, 
Malate, Manila. 


Century Tsukiji echoes 
the Four Seasons of Japan 


CENTURY TSUKLI, THE BANNER JAPANESE 
Restaurant of Century Park Hotel in Manila, is a 
cone and only authentic Japanese restaurant that 
takes pride in serving the very best of Japanese 
cooking. The restaurant boasts of a comprehen- 
sive menu, echoing the four seasons of Japan. Ev- 
егу item consists of special in season vegetables 
and seafoods cooked in a unique way to comple- 
ment the ingredients and season in Japan. 

For summer, one can look forward to a variety 
of seafood and fish dishes like the Awabi Suzuki, 
ап abalone that is eaten raw or grilled. Another 
summer favorite is the Ayu fish, a small sweet tast- 
ing river trout, traditionally grilled to bring out its 
unique flavor During autumn, Karei a flatfish 
grown in pure water is served sashimi style during 
this season. In winter, a delicacy called Fugu is 
doled out at one's own risk. Fugu, referred to as 
blow/globe/puffer fish, is known for its deadly 
poisonous organs. Despite the risk, Fugu dishes 
remain a special feast in Japan during winter. In 
spring, Tai isak, also known as sea bream fish, is 


considered а good luck 
symbol that is served as a 
toast and celebration of 
the new season. Paired 
with each main dish spe- 
cialty are the freshest in- 
Season vegetables and 
fruits grown throughout 
Japan. 
"This July at the Centu- 
ту Tsukiji, experience the 
unique summer flavors 
of Japan. Tailor-made af- 
ter the  motherlands 
sumptuous summer deli- 
cacies, start off from the 
delectable choices of ap- 
petizers, such as Awabi 
Steak for P600 (grilled fresh abalone), Hotate 
Hamayaki for P600 (grilled scallop), Unagi 
Kabayaki for P900 (broiled eel). For the main 
dishes, ту the Kinki Fish for P1,500 (grilled fish, 


simmered in sauce) or Kin-Me-Dai Nitsuke for 
P700 (goldeye snapper). 

For inquiries and reservations, please call 528- 
5835. 
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Summer Place Hotel 
Ken. 288 Mareos Highway Bago Cy 
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"ww SummerPicabaguo.com 


The Pear! Manila Hotel 
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journeys to the North 

Americas into the land of 

tacos, fajitas, quesadilas 

and enchiladas with its Ar- 3 

riba Mexico! Mexican buf- 

fet. From July 161031, 

experience the diverse cul- 

ture and richness of Mexi- 

can cuisine knowntorits b. 

intense and varied flavors, 

colorful decoration and variety of spices. Savor appealing tastes and textures with 
dishes such as Zarsuela de Mariscus, Mexican Lasagna, Chicken Tortila Soup, 
Lomo de Cerelo, Quesadillas and Write Chipotele Chicken Chili. Available for 
lunch and dinner at Café û" Asie for only P795++. Meanwhile, an exciting cocktail 
that combines luscious oysters and the biting zing of tequila is the current craze at 
The Bellevue Hotel's 20/20 Bar. From July 16 to 31, Bellevue's Bounty Shooter 
promo gives away premium prizes to the person who consumes the most num- 
ber of oyster shooters, a combination of fresh oysters swimming in a Sombrero 
Tequila shot. Or you might want to try The Bellevue Hote’ terrific tequila treat as. 
itoffers the Buy One, Take One on Tequila promo at the hotel's jampacked 20/20. 
Bar, Buy one shot or one bottle of Sombrero Tequila and get your next shot or 
bottle for free. Valid from July 16 to 31 only. For inquiries, call 771-8181. 


Dusit Hotel’s meeting packages 


FROM JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2007, DUSIT HOTEL NIKKO OFFERS ITS GUESTS 
and cients special packages for meetings and seminars. There аге two packages 
to choose from fora Half Day and Whole Day meeting. Package A which is P1,350 
nett per person and Package B priced at P1,500 nett per person are the selections 
fora whole day seminar while hal day packages lke Pakage C is priced at P1,050 
пей per person and the Package D priced at P1,200 nett per person. ll packages 
include morning and afternoon coffee breaks, set lunch for packages А and C and 
buffet lunch for package C and D. The meeting packages also includes complimen- 
tary use ofthe meeting room, fip chart, white board, conference pad with pencil, 
mint candies, use of overhead projector with screen, use of sound system and mi- 
orophone, continuous coffee or tea and 10 percent discount for business center. 
services. Call Dusit Hotel Nikko Banquet Sales office at 812-3718 or 867-3933. 
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Punta Fuego’s new general manager 


CLUB PUNTA FUEGO, ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 

most exclusive resort communities welcomes its 

new general manager, Alfonso Fernandez-Corrales 

This 43 year-old hotelier was literally born in а hotel 

(his father, awarded by King Juan Carlos | with 

Medalla al Merito Turistico was then general man- 

ager of Madrid's Fenix Leading Hotel of the World) 

thus, Fernandezs exposure to the hospitality indus- 

try since childhood allowed him to gain the knowl 

ейде and experience he is so willing to share with 

his guests. His siblings are hotel general managers 

as well proving that such passion for service truly 

runs in their family. Alfonso has lived in 20 coun- 

tries and managed Hotels on 5 continents, is a member of the Global Hote- 
ers Club and The Consejo Asesor de Estancias de Espana. His career fol- 
lowed the route of the San Diego Galleon from Spain, Cuba, Mexico and now 
to its actual resting place in Punta Fuego. With an experienced and dedicated 
leader at its helm, Members can only expect bigger and better things at the 
Club. Club Punta Fuego is developed by Landco Pacific Corporation and oper- 
ated by Fuego Hotels and Properties. For inquiries, call (02)751-4025 to 27. 


Buffet and more at Gateway’s MO Cafe 


‘SHOPPERS AND DINERS ARE IN FOR A SPECIAL LUNCH TREAT ON SUNDAYS 
atthe Mandarin Oriental Café & Deli at the Gateway Mal. Starting July 15, from 12 
noon to 2:30 p.m., the stylish café lays outa delectable buffet of appetizers and 
salads, piping hot soup, and а choice of el- 
ther the day's sumptuous main course offer- 
ing. or roast ribeye of beef - with both cours- 
өз Served at the table. A choice dessert from 
the exquisite cake display tops off the diners 
hearty meal that is offered at P780+++. By 
mid-July, the MO Café introduces a whole 
naw menu that wil include: New England 
clam chowder; Seafood triple decker of 
dried prawns, crab meat salad and aspara- 
Р gus: Crab fat fried rice with grid prawns 
a and crisp talangka. For details, call 913-5505. 
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MARK Caguioa finished with 25 points to lead San Miguel-RP which fell to its knees against. 


GuLiyeand the Chinese. 


RP loses and 
‘wins’ against 
China team B 


By Миѕоп В. Castillo 


LOOKS LIKE SAN MIGUEL-RP TEAM COACH 

Chot Reyes swallowed this particular loss 
easily. 

In fact, Reyes walked into the press room not 
even remotely resembling a coach whose Na- 
Чопа just dropped a heartbreaker, 77-74, to 
China last night in Day 2 of the Smart 4-Nation 
Manila Invitational at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“I think we all know that we won this game,” 
Reyes, wearing a wide grin despite the defeat, 
said. “Lam very happy with the result. think we 
were just not ready to win a game against China 

Jimmy Alapag missed two free throws in the 

final 8.4 seconds which could have erased a 75- 
74 China lead--and this highlighted a scoring 
drought by the Nationals, who failed to buy а 
‘bucket in the final 2:17 and blew a 10-point third 
quarter lead. 
5*1 think we are not just mentally prepared (te 
‘beat the Chinese) because China has this myth 
(of Asian invincibilty),” Reyes added. "But we 
сап stay with this team and we can beat this 
team." 

"The Philippines, after a rousing 88-83 victory 
over Lebanon in the inaugurals on Thursday, 
„dropped to 1-1 and would need to defeat winless 
"syria today and hope for a China win over the 
Lebanese to make the championship match. 

Lebanon bombarded Syria, 95-60, behind 
Fadih El Khatibs 30 points, in the first game. 

“Tm not one for excuse, I could have knocked 
down two (free throws) but I couldn't,” said Ala- 
pag, a career 76-percent free-throw shooter in 
the PBA. “1 have no excuse. But ГЇ be back and 
Tibe better” 

Reedy 6-foot-11 forward Yi Li scored on a 
curling layup over Dondon Hontiveros with 55 
seconds left that shoved the Chinese to that one- 


point lead. The Fil- 
ipinos then missed 
shots one after the 
other which could 
have turned the tables 
on the Chinese. 

Yi went on to lead 
all Chinese shooters 
with 17 points, with Wang Bo, a beefy shooting 
forward, scoring 15, including a crucial triple 
from the deep left flank that put the Chinese 
back in the game, 73-74, with 84 seconds left. 

“tn reality, this team has never played any- 
where before coming over here,” legendary 
Asian point guard Adiljian, now the Chinese 
coach, said through an interpreter. “Some of the 
players did not perform well. We will go back to 
Beijing to improve some more.” 

China fielded its second team in this tourna- 
ment, the same squad which Adiljian said will 
play in Tokushima, Japan, for Asia's Olympic 
“qualifier later this month. 

‘The thing that alarmed Reyes over the loss 
were the 20 turnovers the Nationals committed. 
‘This, after averaging an impressive 10 boo-boos 
in finishing in a third place tie in the 29th 
William Jones Cup in Taipei recently 

Plus the fact that the RP Team played its 11th 
‘game in 12 days, Reyes believed that the Chinese 
“had a lot more energy than we had for this 
game." 

“1 really don't believe in good losses," Reyes 
said, “Buc if there's such a thing, then this (game) 

The scores 

CHINA 77—V117, Wang 15, Zhang 9, Wang 8, Li 8, Zhang 
027, Han 6, Ban S Wu 2, Chen 0, Gu 0, Yang O. 

SHC-PILIPINAS 74— Caguioa 25, Alapag 9, Hontiveros 8, 
Taulava 6, De Ocampo 5, Pennisi 5, Norwood 5, Willams 5, 
Menk4, Dela Cruz2, Rilualo 0. 

Quarters: 20-18, 37-37, 52-62, 77-74 


GAMES TODAY 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
4 рат. балоча 
China 
6p.m—Syriavs 
SMC-Piipinas 


Miller bags 2nd MVP title 


By Musong R. Castillo 


ALASKA GUARD WILLIE MILLER WON HIS 
second PBA Most Valuable Player award last 
night, becoming just the seventh player in 
league history to win the coveted trophy more 
than once. 

The 6-foot Miller celebrated his 30th birth- 
day in style by joining such elite names as 
four-time winners Alvin Patrimonio and Mon 
Fernandez and Bogs Adornado, Danny llde- 
fonso, Abet Guidaben and Benjie Paras 

Miller, who won his first MVPin 2002 while 
with Red Bull, amassed a total of 2671 points 
to handily beat Player of the Conference win- 
ner Mac Cardona of Talk 'N Text. Cardona tal- 
lied 1283. 

Sta. Lucia's Kelly 
Williams was ad- 
judged the Rookie of 
the Year in over- 
whelming — fashion, 
while Gary David, 
who also celebrated 
his birthday yester- 
day, won the Most 
Improved Player and 
Sportsmanship  tro- 
phies while gaining 
inclusion in the 
Mythical First and 
the _ All-Defensive 
Teams. 

Together міф 
Miler and David, 
Williams was also 
named to the Mythi- 
cal First Team, along 
with Jay Washington 
of Talk 'N Text which 
made it the first time 
since 1999 that at 
least two rookies 
were named to the 
elite group. 


Na 
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Dorian Pefia of San Miguel was the First 
‘Team center, while Wynne Arboleda of Air21, 
Mac Cardona of Talk 'N Text, Arwind Santos, 
San Miguel's Danny Ildefonso and Talk 'N 
Texts Yancy de Ocampo comprised the sec- 
ondteam. 

Nelbert Omolon of Sta. Lucia, Santos, Har- 
vey Carey of Talk 'N Text and Arboleda join 
David in the Defensive Team. 

Miller's second MVP trophy has the same 
feel as his first one. While playing with Red 
Bull, Miller won the MVP while a chunk of the 
PBA stars were playing for the national team, 
justlike this year. 

Before the mass exodus of stars to the RP 
squad, Barangay Ginebra's Mark Caguioa was 
the hot favorite for the MVP trophy. 
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tags big men 


hwart 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


WHEN THE GAME IS ON THE LINE, LEAVE 
the crunch-time essentials to the big guys. 

“That's what San Sebastian did yesterday. 

‘The Stags leaned on frontcourt men Gilbert 
Bulawan, Jason Ballesteros and Jim Viray in the 
final 15.4 seconds to eke out a 66-63 win over 
Mapua in NCAA men's basketball at The Arena in 
San Juan. 

With the game tied at 63, 6-foot-6 Ballesteros 
split his charities off a foul by Kelvin dela Pefia be- 
fore Bulawan, the 6-foot-4 sophomore relief for- 
‘ward, swiped the ball from a frantic Sean Co to 
give the Stags key possession with 2.8 ticks left. 

The 600-3 Viray, the team's most senior 
mainstay, then drew a foul from Co in the next 
possession and buried his two free throws, seal- 
ing the Stags’ second win in four starts 

"The Cardinals, who led 53-44 late in the third, 
tried to forge extra time but Co's desperate half- 
court heave went off-line. They fell to 1-4. 

“He said I know the guys better, so I just did 
what was on the game plan and made a few ad- 
justments,” relief San Sebastian coach Raymond 
Valenzona said of coach Jorge Gallent, who was 
ош on a one-game suspension for drawing two 
technical fouls during the game against Letran. 

In the second game, Michael Kong helped 
force two extensions as Perpetual Help subdued 
Jose Rizal, 79-72. 


Cards 


Kong hit а triple to 
knot the count at 60 af- 
ter regulation and then 
combined with Korean 
teammate Lee Sang in 
а closing 5-0 Perpetual 
comeback, 69-all, with 
42 seconds left, to 
forge the second ОТ. 

The Altas ended the 
suspense by puling 
away quickly at the 
restart, with Kong cap- 
ping a 10-2 spurt with 
a tiple, 79-72. 

The scores 

First Game 

SAN SEBASTIAN 66—V- 
пу 17, Bulawan 12, Bales- 
eros 9, Aquino 8, Zulueta 6, arco 5, Saul 5, Njorda 2, 
Delgado 2, Del Rio 0, Raymundo 0, 0212010. 

MAPUA G3—Guilermo 15, Del Rosario 15, 00 11, Baral 11, 
Dela Pena 7, Sumalinog 2, Pascua 2, Acosta 0, Mazon 0. 

‘Quarters: 15-16, 38-35, 46-53, 6-63 

Second Game 

PERPETUAL HELP 79— Kong 21, Reyes 14, Lee 13, Balboa 
10, Dysam 10, Manuel 5, Joe 4, Үп 2, az O, базып 0, 
Febrian 0, Salanga 0, Mejos 0. 

JOSE RIZAL 72—5ега 19, Hayes 15, Nocom 11, Pradas 7, 
Wison 6, Cagoco 6, Agas 6, Bulangis 2, Curanan Û, Se 0. 

Quarters: 1511, 29-30, 42-47, 60-60, 69-69, 79:72, 207 


STANDINGS W 
SanBeda 4 
Letran 4 
S. Sebastian 2 
Perpetual 2 
Jose Rizal 1 
StBenlde 1 
Mapua 1 
GAMES MONDAY 
(The Arena) 
12 noon—Perpetual 
vs Latran (Jr) 
4:80 p.m.—5an Se- 
bastian vs Jose Rizal 
(rs) 
3 p.m.—§an Beda vs 
St. Benllde (irs) 


Kiamco prevails; 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


N 


JOSE Rizal U's Marvin Hayes puts up a shot against John Galabin of 
Perpetual Help during yesterday's game at The Arena, sucusroractuz 


GUINNESS 9-BALL TOUR 


WARREN KIAMCO BOOSTED 
his title drive even as compatriot 
Dennis .Orcollo's own bid got 
stalled in the 2007 Predator 
World Straight Pool Champi- 
onship in East Brunswick, New 
Jersey, yesterday. 

Kiamco dumped Americans 
Matt Tretrault, 150-85, and Bob- 
by Hunter, 150-78, while Orcollo 
could only split his matches and 
was relegated to the losers brack- 
etin the round.of 32. 

Orcollo beat Dennis Hatch of 


Orcollo tumbles 


the United States, 150-102, but 
bowed to Huidje See of the 
Netherlands, 150-126. 

The 36-year-old Kiamco, bid- 
ding to duplicate his twin victo- 
ties in the US Bar Table Champi- 
onship early this year, will next 
face Poland's Radoslaw Babica . 

Babica, who dealt Катоо a 
100-55 loss in the round of 64, 
bested Finland's Mika Immonen, 
150-100, and the Netherlands 
Niels Feijen, 150-40, respectively 
Marion Bernardino, Contributor 


Alcano, Pagulayan rip rivals 


FILIPINO ACES RONATO ALCANO AND ALEX 
Pagulayan lived up to their lofty billing yesterday, 
beating their respective rivals at the start of the 
fourth leg of the Guinness 9-Ball Tour at the Or- 
chid Country Club in Singapore. 

Alcano, the reigning world 9-ball and 8-ball 
champion, routed Singaporean Eric Tan, 9-2, 
while Pagulayan, the 2004 world 9-ball titlist, 
thwarted Indonesian Muhammad Zulfiki, 9-6, 

‘Another Filipino entry, Roberto Gomez, best- 
ed Genting leg losing finalist Dharminder Singh 
Lilly of India, 9:7, to compensate for the loss of 
compatriot Marlon Manalo in the group stage 
opener. 

Manalo, making his first appearance in the 
event formerly known as the Asian 9-Ball Тош; 
yielded to Indonesian No. 1 Ricky Yang, 9-5. 


Chosen by the Billiard and Snooker Congress 
of the Philippines as a replacement for Lee Vann 
Corteza, Manalo built 3-1 and 5-3 leads. But 
disaster struck For the Filipino in the ninth rack 
when he miscued on a 2 ball safety. 

‘The Indon soon found his range while errors 
hounded Manalo, the most ominous coming in. 
the 11th rack when the Filipino failed to sink the 
9 ball after winning a hard-fought safety bate. 

Yang then took the next six racks to win the 
featured match. 

Manalo now needs to beat Ricky Chew in the 
next round to advance. 

Still searching for his first win in the tour, Al- 
cano jumped to a 4-0 lead and never allowed 
Tan to come within striking distance. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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Airmen stun 
Union; Army 
rout Nomads 


AIR FORCE AND 
Army overpowered 
separate rivals in their 
maiden appearances in 
the 2nd Terry Razon 
Copa Filipina Football 
League last weekend at 
the Nomads field in 
Parafiaque City 

Between the two 
sides, the Aitmen were. 
more impressive as it 
downed defending 
champion Union FC, 7-3, with former national 
‘standouts Yanti Barsales and lan Araneta knock- 
ingin a hat trick of goals each. 

‘The Union booters were outplayed for most of 
the match and had all of their three goals in the 
second half from a pair of penalty kicks by Ray- 
mund Juarez (61st minute, 86th) and a lone 
marker by Ruben Doctora (71st). 

Not to be outdone, the Armymen blanked No- 
mads, 4-0. 

‘A perennial title contender, Army displayed its 
offensive strength with Luis Brillantes (23rd), Je- 
offrey Lobaton (32nd), Philip Caballer (67th) 
and Greg Brillantes (88th) netting a goal apiece, 


Executive cyclists 
test mettle today 


EXECUTIVE CYCLISTS AIM TO HOG THE 
spotlight when the 2nd leg of the Hitachi Na- 
tional Criterium Grand Prix kicks off tomor- 
row at the Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard 
behind the Coastal Mall in Parafiaque City. 

“We have close to 70 professionals, executive 
and businessmen vying in our Executive divi 
sion," said porject events director Ric Rodriguez. 
"lot of them have show a growing interest in he 
sport and now they have a race to display their 
stills and prowess.” 

Rodriguez thanked Mayor Florencio Bernabe 
Jt. for allowing Pro Ads Concepts, Inc event or- 
ganizer, to stage the circuit races sanctioned by 
the Philippine Cycling Federation. 

The cyclists will negotiate а 2-km “hotdog” 
route in the criterium supported by Centrum 
Complete multivitamin, 


Poker tourney dangles 
P100,000 tonight at ACF 


A GUARANTEED P100,000 PRIZE IS UP FOR GRABS 
tonight as prelude to the Pacific Poker Palace P1-mil- 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(Ateneo grounds) 
1:30 p.m.—UP Ma- 
Toons vs UP. 
3:30 p.m—Ateneo vs 
FEU 
(Nomads, Parafaque) 
2p.m—Lions vs 
Union 
4p.m—Nomads vs 
Pasargad 


lion No Limit Texas Hold 'em Tournament two weeks 
from now at the Airport Casino Filipino in Parañaque. 

Ben dela Cruz of Pacific Poker Palace said tonight's 
tournament wil be followed by another P100,000 
‘tournament on July 21 before the big tournament on 
оп July 28. 

Оп July 7, Pacific Poker Palace also gave away 
P500,000 for the No Limit Texas Hold 'em toura- 
‘ment atthe Airport Casino Filipino. 

Veteran and young but talented poker players have 
already registered for the mind sport which draws top 
players from the Americas, Europe and Asia. A Kore- 
‘an won the PPP's P1 millon prize against young gun 
‘Amor Nario of the Philippines on June 29. 


LPC 3-cocker 


slates 50 fights 
FIFTY EXCITING FIGHTS. 
wil spice up a 3-cock 
derby today at the Las 
Pinas Coliseum. Hosts 
Junjun Penafiorida of 
Bulacan and Amel Es- 
ara of Cait pegged the 
entry fee at P5,500. Win- 
ners wil share in the 
350,000 prize. Last 
Saturday, Marion de 
Castro of Batangas 
(DMC entry) topped the 
Hataw Pinoy 3-cock der- 
by. Meanwhile, LPCs 
Sunday Hackfight 
Concierto unfolds at 
a.m, tomorrow. The first 
20 winners wil receive 
P1,000 each. Coliseum 
manager Alex Tobias al- 
зо announced that reser- 
vation of cockhouses is 
now open in connection 
with the LPC 7-Stag Der- 
by on Aug. 23 and 25. 


11 entries lead 
SJC Rambulan 


THE THIRD ROUND OF 
the3M Rambulan 6- 
Cock Derby sizzles today 
atthe San Juan Colse- 
um with 50 fights. This 
seven-day event offers a 
Guaranteed prize ot P3 
milion. Eleven more par- 
ticipants qualified for the 
finals on July 24 after tal 
ing two wins each last 
Thursday: Wiliam Go (El 
Juliane), Jun Topacio (JT 
Emerald), Max Roxas 
(Paniqui AOR Oct. 7), 
Mario Garcia (Marga Oc- 
tagon), Sam Mendoza 
(RSB Open Stag 3 and 
4), Butch Nunez (Catch 
22), Frank Cabaddu (Val- 
hala), Pepito Ngo (Bruce 
Goody) and SJC 1M 
Rambulan entry. 


Maria Montessori joins Coach E 


MARIA MONTESSORI SCHOOL IN 
Merville, Parafiaque, wil join the Coach 
E Basketball School roster as classes 
start this month in Metro Manila. 
Intemational Basketball Academy 
(IBA) president Xavy Nunag an- 
‘nounced that classes at Maria Montes- 
sori are set every Friday at 12-2 p.m. 
and will focus on opening modules for 
students 11-year-old and younger. 
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“The cage school was founded by 
PBA champion coach Eric Altamirano. 

"This only proves that Montessori 
recognizes the personalized and scien- 
tific teaching that Coach E Basketball 
‘School is known for,” said Nunag, 

For inquires, call 631-1195 or 0921 
756-2639 during office hours or log-on 
tolba. phil@yahoo.com and 
www.coach-e.com. 
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FILIPINO SHOTMAKER DOTTIE ARDINA CUT ә 


top seed Christine Meier down to size with an im- 
posing 6-and-5 victory on Thursday to advance to 
the title duel ofthe Western Women's Golf Associ- 
ation’s 81st National Junior Golf Championships 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Ardina, who reached the semifinals of last 
month's УЛАСА National Amateur Champi- 
onship, outplayed her tall American rival with 
four birdies to go S-up after the front nine of 
TPCS River Bend layout. 

"The 13-year-old Filipino shotmaker needed 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 
Ardina thumps top seed, gains final 


only four more holes to wrap up the match and 
arrange a title showdown with Kelly Shon, the 
United Statesbased Korean who defeated 
Catherine O'Donnell, 4 and 3, in the other duel. 

“It was fun to watch her play” said Meier from 
Michigan, who topped the 18-hole stroke play 
qualifier, of Ardina. 

In the morning quarterfinal match, Ardina, 
spearhead of the ICTSI-backed squad competing 
in various US tournaments, survived Kelsey Lin- 
denschmidt, 2 and 1, to avenge compatriot Mia 


Аз 


Santillan seeks OPBF crown today 


FILIPINO REV SANTILLAN 
guns for the OPBF welterweight 
title again when he challenges 
Japan's reigning champion Tai- 
sel Marumoto in а grudge re- 
match today at the Archaic Най 
in Amagasaki, Osaka. 

Today's fight will be a re- 
match of their 2004 bout won 
by Santillan via unanimous de- 
cision. This time, though, they 
have swapped places with 


Marumoto as the champion, 

Rex "Wakee" Salud, Santil- 
Jan's manager, sees an uphill 
battle for his ward, consider- 
ing Marumoto's tough de- 
fense. 

“Santillan will have a very 
tough fight," said Salud, “This 
boy Marumoto has a defensive 
style a la Winky Wright and it 
will be hard to knock him out.” 

The fights referee-judge is 


ipino Alex Vidal and one 
Japanese judge are the other 
scorers. 

Marumoto (20-7-1, 9 KOs) 
won the OPBF title with a sev- 
enth-round technical knock- 
out of Hiroshi Yamaguchi last 
year. 

t was Yamaguchi who de- 
throned Santillan, 30, via a 
split decision in April last year. 


ARDINA: Giant killer 


chers target 
share of lead 


MORE DEADLY, BUT A LITTLE LESS JITTERY. 

‘This is what La Salle coach Franz Pumaren 
hopes his Green Archers will become in their sec- 
ond game since returning from a one-year sus- 
pension when they gun for a share 


The Archers used a strong start behind Cholo 
Villanueva, who had 19 points, PJ Walsham and 
James Mangahas to rip apart the Maroons 

Seasoned guards TY Tang and JV Casio also 

kept the La Salle in full control de- 


Of the lead in the UAAP men's bas- 
ketball competition at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium. 

“Tve been telling my players that 
if you fel jittery or tight, try to play 
good defense and youl get the 
rhythm,” said Pumaren. “There 
"were still lapses (in our game versus 
the University of the Philippines). 
Even some of my veterans were 
kind of jittery” 

Despite the display of nerves, the 
Archers mustered enough potency 
to rout the Maroons, 82-61, on 
opening бау They will find a 
tougher test against the Adamson 


UE 
Ateneo 
La Salle 
NU 

UST 
Adamson 
FEU 

UP 


STANDINGS W 


GAMES TODAY 
(Ninoy Aquino Stadium) 
2 p.m—Adamson 
vs La Salle (Srs) 
4pm—UST vs FEU 
(Srs) 


L| spite the absence of Serbian Marko 
Q| Batricevic and Indonesian Ferdi- 
0| nand, La Salle's two foreign recruits 
0| this season. 
{| , The 6-foot-6 Batricevic sat on the 
4| bench in the opener due to a 
4| sprained knee, while Ferdinand, ac- 
4| cording to Pumaren, is “still adjust- 
2| ing'tothe Archers brand of play. 
Bader Malabes, a highly touted 
Fil-Bahraini shooter, is expected to 
see action only in the Archers’ third 
game due toa pulled hamstring. 
“Were at 6 to 7 (out of a perfor- 
mance rating of 10)" noted 
Pumaren, 


Falcons at 2 p.m. today as they seek 
a share of the lead with idle UE and Ateneo at 2- 
0. 

Defending champion University of Santo 
Tomas and Far Eastern University will shoot for 
their first victory at4 p.m. 


“ALESSANDRA MADRIGAL PUT ON THE BEST 
performance of her budding racing career 
when she triumphed against the country’s best 

‚ Капет in the recent rain-soaked fourth round 
of the Rotax Max Challenge at the Carmona 
Circuit Philippines in Cavite. 

Madrigal, just 11, started on the grid beside 
polesiter . Marlon Stockinger but was 
‘swamped at the first comer and lost five places. 

‘The lead driver of Alessandra Racing fought 
back quickly and regained second spot. 

Stockinger and Madrigal then played cat- 
and-mouse in the next four laps with their 
karts mere inches away from each other on a 
surface that became increasingly more slip- 
pery because of a heavy downpour. 

In the fifth lap, the World Championship 
veteran Stockinger slipped and made a wide 


Audacious Ale 


Although they are coming off a 
loss, the Falcons showed they can put up a fight 
behind rookie mentor Bogs Adomado. 

The Falcons almost pulled off an upset versus 
the Ateneo Blue Eagles, before falling short in 
overtime, 69-63, last Sunday. Jasmine W Payo 


ead secta Д 


ALESSANDRA? 
Madrigal (No. 96 and 
inset) shows the way 


in the thrilling final lap. 


ssandra rules 
rain-soaked Rotax Max race 


tum, yielding the lead to Madrigal, who is sup- 
ported by Petron, Chicago City Day School, 
Pitts, Skinfood, Oakley and Savage Designs. 

As the blinding rain drenched the track in 
the next 10 laps, Madrigal slowly built up a 
lead that stretched to a length of five karts. 

Inlap 15, however, Stockinger methodically 
began closing in on Madrigal and was back on 
her bumper with two laps to go. 

In the last lap, Madrigal exited wide on the 
first hairpin and Stockinger came alongside 
her But Madrigal defended her position and 
beat Stockinger by a mere 1.2 seconds. 

Ivan Carapiet checked in third followed by 
‘Tom Stockinger, Daniel Cleak, Bobby Domin- 
go, Alessandra Racing's Oliver Aquino, Mars 
de los Reyes, Francis Reyes, Alessandra Rac- 
ing's Maico Angeles and Ken Monzones. 


They called it “The Dallas Inv. 


- is An e 
NBAMADNESS GOES TO SM FAIRVIEW 
” when Dallas Mavericks All Star and Finals MVP Jerry 


y 


Stackhouse, the Mavs Dancers and Mavs Man, the NBA team’s dunking mascot, treated fans at 
SM Mall of Asia to several exhibition performances. The fifth leg of NBA Madness 2007 
presented by Coca Cola and supported by Caltex, DHL and Basketball TV, will be held at SM 
Fairview from July 13 to 15. The last leg of the Madness will be at SM Megamall from July 20-22, 
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Piccio's S-and-3 loss in the last 16. 


UNIVERSITY of 
Aaron Galapon 


‘Thursday. The Warriors defeated the Bulldogs, 82-75, to move to 2-0 
anda share of the lead in the UAAP, 


Baras benefit derby under way 


A BIG FIELD IS 


day's benefit two-cock derby at 
the Pinugay Cockpit arena in 
Baras, Rizal, with proceeds ear- 


marked for the 


velopment program. 


Promoter Ве 


the event is one in a series designed 
to support the progressive organic 


farming and s 


Mayor Willy Robles. 


Santillan as the challenger and. 


f the East's Paul Lee (left) and Nat 
mix it up in a scramble for the loose ball last 
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rt Maglalang said caliber players. 


ports program of 
vast organic farm. 
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Winning Dealer to receive a 
Special Edition MULTI-PURPOSE CABINET 


Worth Phas Maa 


Australian Brad Vocale. Fil- 


YAN 


Dr. Mon Matignas, who heads 
the Baras sports development 
council, said they have lined up 
other events like cycling, martial 
arts and softball wherein Baras 
has produced several national 


Baras is an unspoiled, scenic 
town hugged by the Laguna Bay, 
where the town council keeps a 


The Iloilo City-raised Santil- 
lan is 23-3-1 with 16 KOs. 


| Only GMA 


budget woes 


By June Navarro 


ONLY PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO CAN 
pull the Philippine Sports Commission out of its 
financial quagmire. 

Philippine Olympic Committee chair Robert 
Aventzjado raised this observation in the wake of 
reports that the government agency has been 
running out of funds to sustain the country’s 
sports development program. 

“If the President gives the approval, it will in- 
stantly happen," said Aventajado, referring to the 
PSC's difficulty in getting its allotment from both 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office and 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. which 
subsidize the national sports development fund. 

PSC chair William “Butch” Ramirez has al- 
ready complained about the delays in collecting 
its financial assistance from the Pagcor and PCSO 
as provided for by law. 

Pagcor and PCSO are supposed to remit a 
combined average of P20 million a month to the 
PSC for the training, accommodation, intema- 
tional exposure and allowances of about 800 ath- 
letes under the care of sports agency. 

“1 guess the appeal of the PSC to regularly re- 
Jease the financial support intended for the athletes 
doesnt reach the President,” said Aventajado. 

The PSC is moving heaven and earth to fi- 
nance the training of 20 athletes from four sports 
in China as well as come up with the P90-million 
budget for the training and participation of Team 
Philippines in the SEA Games on Dec. 6-16. 

Ош of the P90 million, P50 million will go to 
the actual participation of an estimated 400 ath- 
letes and 200 officials. The rest will cover the 
equipment and uniforms of athletes and a contin- 
gency Fund for emergency purposes. 

During the "Usapang POC” the other day at 
dzSR 918, track and field coaches Luisito Arcia- 
ga, Nixon Mas and SEAG javelin throw gold 
medalist Danilo Fresnido aired an appeal to the 
President to help the PSC collect its funds from 
Pagcor and PCSO. 
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MAJOR SPONSORS: 


Albert Metalcraft, Incorporated., Almér Manpower Corporation, Cleanway, Eugenio Printers, 
Famous Secret Precision Machining, Inc. Fastpack, Goetz Movers, Hella Phils, Kajima Phils. 


Inns and Suites 
Auto Components, Inc., Sei 


Tri-R Industrial, U Bi 


в, Lima Hotel, Masuda Phils., Machinentek, Mercantile, Metrobank. 
Inc., RP Apparel, PHINMA Training Center, 


Talent Employment Pool, Inc., Solid Earth, 
Uni-oil, Vital, Yutaka Phils., 
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SPORTS 


Top guns hurt 


Vinokourov, Kloeden figure in 
crashes; Cancellara still leads 


( 


JU [NN ©, 0 Badminton Tour 2007 


Mixed and Celebrities’ 
Doubles: JULY 14 
Venue: Club 650 Lifestyle Center 


OFFICIAL LINE-UP & GAME SCHEDULE 
Check out www.yourbadminton.com - 
and www.kimoni.com.ph 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
WINNERS & PARTICIPANTS OF THE 
MEN’S AND LADIES’ DOUBLES 


AUTUN, FRANCE—TOUR DE FRANCE CON- 
tenders Alexandre Vinokourov and Andreas 
Kloeden needed hospital treatment to stay 
in the race after crashing in Thursday's fren- 
zied fifth stage. 

Kloeden had a hairline fracture to his tailbone, 
and Astana teammate Vinokourov left the hospi- 
tal at around midnight local time with stitches in 
his right knee and elbow. 

“Tour director Christian Prudhomme predicted 


stage 5 from Chablis to Autun would be spectac- " 


ular and shape the race. 

He was right. 

"Some of the favorites suffered,” Prudhomme 
said. “It was like a trap stage. A sumptuous finale 
full of emotion and suspense. 

Oh, and there was an exciting sprint finish 
won by Italy's Filippo Pozzato, while Fabian Can: 
cellara of Team CSC retained the yellow jersey. 

Although Astana team officials said Vinok- 
ошоғ and Kloeden were expected to line up for 
Friday's sixth stage, that depended on how they 
recovered overnight from their injuries. 

‘What is certain is that they will be hampered if 
they make it to the Alps this weekend. 

Climbing the Alps is hard enough without 
having chronic back pains or pedaling with only 
опе fully functional leg. 

“Je would be a pity to lose the Tour like that, 
but life goes on,” Astana manager Marc Biver 
said, 

‘The toughness of stage 5 was its deceptive- 
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| ness: Not so much be- 
cause of the intensity 
of the eight hills that 
"wound through Bu 
gundys wine region 
but because they just 
kept on coming. 

“Today you had to 

be really vigilant with 
dangerous descents 
taken at full speed and 

KLOEDEN а throttling climbs," vet- 
ern French rider 

Christophe Moreau said, 

Vinokourov, third in 2003, and Kloeden, the 
2004 runner-up and third last year, fell within 
about an hour and 50 kilometers of each other. 
His chain came off, he told his team. 

Kloeden ended up in a ditch, while Vinok- 
ourov landed on hot tarmac that tore skin off his 
knees and right buttock. 

Both rode on, Kloeden more successfully be- 
cause the German didn' lose any time. 

But Vinokourov needed his teammates to 
frantically work for him as other teams sought to 
profit from his spill along the 182-kilometer 
(113-mile) trek. 

The Kazakh finished 1 minute, 20 seconds be- 
hind the winner and fell from 12th place to 81st, 
trailing leader Cancellara by 2:10—although its 
the gaps with the other main contenders that are 
significant, АР 


Magic keep All-Star Howard 


MIAMI—THE ORLANDO MAGIC, STUNG BY 
the loss of Grant Hill о the Phoenix Suns, have 
signed All-Star forward Dwight Howard to a 
contract extension, the team said Thursday. 

Howard started in all 82 games last season, 
averaging а career-best 17.6 points. He also 
paced the Magic with 12.3 rebounds and 1.9 
blocks a game. 

“Dwight has already become one of the most 
intimidating forces in the league down low, and 
at 21 he is only going to get better,” said Magic 
General Manager Otis Smith. 

“We continue to make this organization one in. 


THE FEARLESS FORD RANGER. 
MAKES ALL WORK ALL PLAY. 


It is, undisputedly, the toughest pick-up out there, as pi 
From the slippery slopes of Luzon to the far-flung trail 
conquering obstacles both on and off the road. With its 
capability, and Anti-lock Braking System with Electronic Brakeforce Distribution, 
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The Fearless Ford Ranger, leading the pack in braving roads less traveled. 
Test-drive one today or call 889-3673 for more information. 


which fans can be proud of, both on and off the 
court, and Dwight is obviously а big part of 
that” 

Terms were not released but the Orlando Sun- 
Sentinel reported the deal to be a five-year ex- 
tension worth an estimated $85 million. 

‘The extension comes one day after the Magic 
completed a deal with Seattle that brought for- 
ward Rashard Lewis to Orlando with a six-year 
contract worth a reported $118 million. 

Orlando lost unrestricted free agent Hill when. 
the seven-times All-Star signed with Phoenix this 
week. Reuters 


roven by the recently concluded Fearless Ford Ranger Extreme Drive. 
15 of Mindanao, the Fearless Ford Ranger pulled through without fail, 
best-in-class features—powerful Dura ORQ 380 engine, proven 4x4 
imagine what itll make of everyday challenges. 
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Hot money inflows к 


making Vios at 


Laguna plant /B2 over FTAA /B5 


hit all-time high in June @BTr bidding out PSB worth E 


of retail treasury bonds /B2 


HSBC exec sees 
peso at 44-45 to $1 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


FOREIGN FUNDSFLOWINGINTOSHoRTTERM The affordable solution EXCEED YOUR VISION 


investments in the local financial market surged 


to an all-time high in June, attracted mainly by for everyday projects 


strong corporate earnings and improving eco- 
nomic fundamentals. 
According to the Bangko Sentral ments, while placements in peso 3 
ng Pilipinas (BSP), registered for- time deposits made up the remain- - Durable prints that withstand accidental spills, smudging 
eign portfolio investments posted a ing 538.0 million, the BSP said. й 
record high net inflow of $870.8 These inflows offset capital and fading 
milion in June, surpassing the previ- repatriations and outflows of $1 ] мее i: 
ous highest monthly total of $580.8 billion, ‘which arose from divest- - Cartridge flexibility to cater for different printing 
million set the previous month. ments from PSE-listed shares of à 
"These strong investment $480.2 million; unloading of gov- requirements 
flows during the month of June ernment securities of $290.8 mil- 
came about with the sustained lion, and withdrawal of money 
positive market sentiment follow- market instruments and peso de- 
ing robust corporate profits, ap- posits of $249.4 million. 
preciating peso and generally ВР documents showed that 
Sound macroeconomic funda- for the first semester of the year, 
mentals,” BSP Governor Amando foreign portfolio investments and 
M. Tetangco Jr. said. “A large fol- outflows totaled $7.8 billion 
low-on offering also attracted їп. $5.2 billion, respectively for a net 
vestments into the stock market.” inflow of $2.6 billion. 
On a gross basis, registered for- This net inflow was 33 times 
eign portfolio investments in June more than ће $773.8 milion in net 
totaled $19 billion, of which 82 inflow for the first semester of 2006. 
percent or almost $1.6 billion were “This reflects continued confi- 
invested in shares listed on the denceinthe economy helped by the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE). — generally peaceful electoral exercise. 
Holding and property firms and as well as the series of large stock 
banks captured 73 percent of the rights and follow-on offerings dur- 
investments in listed shares. Place- . ing the semester,” Tetangco said. 
ments in peso-denominated gov- — Meanwhile, the local currency 
ernment securities, primarily could appreciate even more be- 
fixed-rate treasury notes (FXTNs), fore the year ends, if the govern. 
accointed for $294.3 milion of ment succeeds in privatizing as EPSON STYLUS. CO 


16 percent of registered invest- HOT MONEY/82 Single function printer 
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STOCK MARKET 


Stocks rise on BSP rate cut 

SURE uccsqwszoresencz_,PSECOMPOSTENDEX EPSON STYLUS. CX5500 

higher yesterday after the central bank i 25587 Multi-function printer 

cut its key interest rates, dealers said. 
However, they said quick profit-tak- 

ing trimmed the gains after the main 

index climbed to a fresh record high 

eariy in the session. Е 


„оТ СОЛРО kad 2027 палое ен) TRANS Get a Limited Editions 


Gn FORMERS 


Of the 173 shares that were traded, 77 advanced and 48 retreated, 
while 48 stocks were unchanged. Volume reached 9.62 billion shares 
worth P6.85 billion. 

‘Asian stocks traded higher early yesterday following record highs 
‘on Wall Street Thursday as investors were heartened by the strong 
retail sales figures in the United States. АР 
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CURRENCIES 


July 13, 2007 
Country 
United States 


Euro 
Equivalent 
0.725374 


Dollar 
Equivalent _ 
1000000 


[4 wes Co 


SATURDAY, JULY 


FEE 
pour 


d 
2 


id 
8| 


Peso 
Equivalent 


46.0010. 


‘ire Seta Gom rc 
Ка НЫ 


Japan 


5 


0005923 - 0008166. 


0.3756. 


O aope tang Gua. 
porc 


“Dated gaa 1402583 2229800, 


323728. 


ii 
di 


“Hong Kong 0.092803 0.127938 


[55 
[d 


5.8853 


‘tne ese ane ings oc Switzerland - 060900 — 0.831186, 


382354 


Mose p 0.693805. 


0.956480 _ 


439990 


Ping Pes hing сор "A" 
les Ones bon 


4 Ri 
di 
8 


“Singapore. 0479018 — 0560371 


303717: 


Dolar -0626248 A 


397211 


ЫГЫ 


NH 
Bal 


218904072 — 
0.199412 


855 
E 


0266638 


БЕ 


2.652801 


122.0315. 
12.2656 


eae Seal 


Dolar 0477439 0558198 


30.2778 


goes. 


Rupiah 
Baht 


0,000080 _ 
0.023475 


000010 — 
00923 


00051. 
14887 


Gahak! 
EE 
afl 


E 
furo 


0197504 - 


O 027279 
1000000 


Bi 


5 


Gi 


125251. 
63.4170. 


cate 
Е 
ЕЙ 


wa 
Yuan: 


0.000790 - 
0.095857 


Hie 


ru 
zo 
58; 


0091. 
60788 


aa: 


Peso 0234180. 


0280998 


70532964 


148510. 
245169 


0.185316 


7013403 


B524 


2 


0.018008 0.024826 


11420. 


88888! 


0210845 - 
0067474 - 


0.289981 


ana aEss| 


NI 
"NS 
[53 


Baa 


8 


PR 


0588787 
0.104038 


Bs 


ЕБЕ 


iE 


0022122 


i 
H 
a 
E 
H 
E 
р 
E 
E 


8 
Ввввввва 


E: 
H 


Sere een re ng NT e120 
SSIES Lecce T pan dme dining rne aset 1,207 


eres ome we 


Ё 


pasa 


THE NEW CHRYSLER 300C.3.5 - 


LOOKS MORE INTIMIDATING... 
THE ONLY THING NOT INTIMIDATING IS THE PRICE! 
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Robust 250 Hp for the 3.5-liter > 5-Speed AutoStick® > HID headlamps 
with Sub-Woofer and 6 CD Changer with MP3 Compatibility > Power Sunroof > Premium Leather Trim Seats 
Multi-function Steering Wheel > Vehicle Information Center > 18” aluminum wheels > ESP with Brake Assisi 
ParkSense® Assist System > Sentry Key& antitheft engine immobiliser > Tire Pressure Monitoring > Supplemental Side Air-Bags 


Experience the complete line of the Chrys! 


er 300C sedan including the 2.7-liter, 5.7-liter HEMI and 6.1-liter SRT8 
only at your authorized Chrysler dealer. 


WWW.CHRYSLER.COM.PH x d 
GED. 


tpn Ca 20 3.5 

Rete es Ci 300C 15e i SO dapa Spe зун. E 

‘one нош esca prio сша а п 
SEA an Bonk, BPI Foniy Singa Bank nd Sog Bark ol Arm Jua t dy 31, 2007 ө FRODNCRFOMIT ө 2267 sues OF 2007 


рат 
Ba a LIS 

is e CHRYSLER MAKATI 2287 Pasong Тото Extension, Makati City, Metro Manila ‘TEL: (632) 815 2222 / MOBILE: (0917) 800 2862 
p CHRYSLER GREENHILLS 1008 EDSA Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila. TEL: (632) 723 5808 / MOBILE: (0917) 800 2794 
E uns EMAIL: chryslergroup@cats.com.ph’ 
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Basic 
Petroleum 
sets stock 
offering 


By Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 


BASIC PETROLEUM 
Corp. is raising be- 
tween P2 billion and 
P25 billion from an 
additional offering of 
shares by December 
this year to partly fund 
а major bioethanol 
project, officials said in 
a briefing yesterday. 

Basic Petroleum 
president Oscar de 
Venecia Jr. said the 
company was spend- 
ing P1.8 billion large- 
ly on a proposed 
bioethanol plant in 
Zamboanga del 
Norte that will pro- 
duce 200,000 liters 
of ethanol a day. 

The project is esti 
mated to be in opera- 
tion in two years. 

Part of the proceeds 
from the offering will 
goto oil and gas explo- 
Tation and production, 
induding geothermal 
feld exploration 
(P500 milion) and 
mining — exploration 
(P200 million). 

Republic Act No. 
9367 or the Biofuels 
law mandates a 5- 
percent bioethanol 
blending into gaso- 
line by 2009 when lo- 
cal demand for the fu- 
elis seen to reach 269 
million liters a year. 

By 2011, local de- 
mand is seen growing 
to 594 million liters a 
year with а 10-per- 
cent blend mandated 
during that year. 

To meet demand, 
an estimated 15 to 20 
ethanol plans will have 
to be set up through- 
out the country. 

Basic Petroleum 
chair Josue Camba Jr. 
said that to further 
fund its expansion, 
the company would 
try to secure debt of 
about P1.3 billion. 

Basic Petroleum will 
increase its authorized 
capital stock to P2.5 
billion, consisting of 
10bilion shares with a 
par value of 25 cen- 
tavos from P500 mil- 
lion or 2 billion shares, 


Hot... 


From page BI 
sets and improving 
tax collections, al- 
though any increase 
would likely be tem- 
porary. 

This was the predic- 
tion made by HSBC's 
Philippine. treasurer 
Jose Amulfo Veloso, 
who said it was too 
early to discount the 
possiblity of the gov- 
emment meeting its 
original budget deficit 
target for 2007. 

“1f everything goes 
well—if they succeed 
in privatizing assets, 
improving [tax] col- 
lections, and with 
good macroeconom- 
ic numbers, we could 
see the peso touch 43 
(to $1)," he said. 

He ‘pointed ош, 
however, that such а 
level would be difficult 
to sustain, given the 
damage it would deal 
to the economys im- 
portant export sector. 

Veloso said a more 
realistic — exchange 
rate level for the 
country was in the 
vicinity of P45:$1. 
Economists of the 
British banking giant 
expect the peso-dol- 
lar exchange rate to 
stand between 44 
and Р46 to a dollar 
this year. 

Veloso also wel. 
comed the decision of 
the BSP to simplify its 
monetary policy 
regime by scrapping a 
scheme that paid pro- 
gressively lower rates 
on lage — de 
posits—the so-called 
“ering’—while im- 
plementing a cut in its 
headline interest rate. 


THE SECOND generation Vios will be available in five variants. 


Toyota starts making 
Vios at Laguna plant 


ТМРС said the Vios, known 
for its fuel efficient and power- 
ful engine, had won several 
awards including being the best 
subcompact sedan from various 
local car award groups and the 
2006 Department of Energy 
(DOE) Fuel Economy Run, 

The new Vios, which would 
be available by the end of Au- 
gust, is expected to sell close to 
athousand units monthly. 

‘There will be five variants of 
the new car—1.5G-leather au- 
tomatic transmission, to be 
sold for P811,000; 1.5G auto- 
matic and manual transmis- 
sion, P765,000 and P730,000; 
13E manual transmission, 
P649,000, and the 1.3J manu- 
al transmission, P575,000. 

Also, TMPC vice president 
Rommel R. Gutierrez said the 
Board of Investments approved 
last week the granting Of tax in- 
centives and other perks to the 
company for the investments re- 
lated to the assembly of the Vios. 

Gutierrez said the project 
was given a nonpioneer status, 
which means that the company 
could avail itself of a tax holi- 
day for up to four years as well 
as duty-free importation of 
capital goods. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TOYOTA MOTOR PHILIP- 
pines Corp. will start produc- 
ing the Vios next month at its 
plantin Sta, Rosa, Laguna. 

‘The company spent P1 bil- 
lion to prepare its plant for the 
assembly of this passenger car 
from completely knocked 
down kits. 

ТМРС president Hiroshi Ito 
said Sta. Rosa was on the final 
stages of preparations, which 
were expected to be completed 
by the end of this month. 

“We plan to assemble the 
Vios at an initial monthly vol- 
ume of less than a thousand 
units,” Ito said. "At peak vol- 
ume, Sta. Rosa would be able to 
turn out 1,500 units monthly.” 

Ito: said the added produc- 
tion activity in the remaining 
five months of the year would 
bring up the Sta. Rosa plant 
output from 14,000 units of Al- 
tis passenger cars and Innova 
minivans in 2006 to 18,000 
units by the end of this year, in- 
cluding the expected Vios sales. 

Still, the official said TMPC 
expected the new Vios, which 
was launched Thursday, to sell 
at about 1,200 units a month. 


Vista Land to raise 
P21B from offering 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson listing of the offered shares and the 
resumption of Vista Land's trading. 
activities will be on July 26. 

Vista Land has appointed 
Switzerland-based UBS Invest- 
ment Bank as sole global coordi- 
nator and bookrunner. ABN Amro 
Rothschild is the co-lead manager 
while BDO Capital and Invest- 
ment Corp. is the lead domestic 
underwriter. 

Vista Land earlier said it would 
use the proceeds of the offering to 
finance capital expenditures in 
2007 and 2008 amounting to 
P7.166 billion, settle loans worth 
P5.21 billion, and set aside P800 
million for working capital. 

The budget will allow Vista 
Land to expand aggressively its 
operations and strengthen its 
market position. It intends to ex- 
pand its housing operations in 
the provinces in a bid to double 
its geographic reach in the next 
two years. 

Vista Land president Benjamarie 
Serrano said in a statement the 
company would also seek greater 
role in inner city and vertical hous- 
ing developments via an initial in- 
vestment of P10 billion. 


PROPERTY FIRM VISTA LAND & 
Lifescapes Inc. of the Villar Group 
aims to raise about P21 billion 
from a public offering of shares 
nextweek. 

Market sources told INQUIRER 
the shares would be offered at 
P6.85 a share. 

їп a separate disclosure to the 
stock exchange, Vista Land said it 
was offering 3.1 billion shares, 
composed of 2.12 billion new 
shares and 985.9 million sec- 
ondary shares. 

The selling shareholders are 
Polar Property Holdings Corp., 
Althorp Holdings Inc, Golden 
Haven Memorial Park Inc., Cam- 
bridge Group Inc., Calveston In- 
vestments Led. and Cameron 
Global Lid. 

Of the total shares, 70 percent 
will be offered to foreigners while 
the rest will be allocated to local 
investors. 

Inline with the offer, trading of 
Vista Land shares will be sus- 
pended from July 13 to 25. 

‘The domestic offer will start on 
July 18 and end on the 20th. The 


Direct power connection 
sought for LRT Edsa loop 


By Riza T. Olchondra other is in Araneta. Connecting 
with the substation in Balintawak 
is cheaper and easier because we 
would just need about five kilo- 
meters of cable. And this oppor- 
tunity opened up because we will 
be having a station in Balintawak 
under the extension project,” he 
said, 

The P6.57-billion extension 
project will extend the LRT Line 1 
to the north by 5.4-kilometer ele- 
vated line. The extension will 
start from the existing Monumen- 
to Station to the MRT:3 North Av- 
enue station beside Trinoma 
mall. This will close the Edsa 
loop. The stations will be put up 
in Muñoz, Balintawak and North 
Ave., beside the MRTES station. 

Robles said Metrolink JM which 
won the P230-million consultancy 
contract for the project, will finish 
the feasibility study before the 
fourth quarter. The project will be 
submitted to the Investment Coor- 
dinating Committee of the Nation- 
al Economic and Development 
‘Authority (Neda) for approval. 


‘THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT AU- 
thority (LRTA) is bidding out the 
contract for the construction of 
1АТ1% northward extension in 
the fourth quarter. 

The agency had also started 
talking to National ‘Transmission 
Corp. (Transco) for a direct power 
connection in anticipation of the 
project. 

ТАТА administrator 
Melquiades Robles told reporters 
that the bidding for the extension 
project would be held in the 
fourth quarter and that the con- 
struction was expected to start 
nextyear, 

LRTA has long been wanting to 
address interruptions in commer- 
cial power supply, especially 
when typhoons strike, by either 
tapping directly into a power 
provider or getting more genera- 
тоз. 

“There are two options (for a 
direct connection). One is the 
substation in Balintawak and the 
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BTr bidding out PSB worth 
of retail treasury bonds 


Three- and five-year RTBs to be offered on July 23. 


By Michelle V. Remo. 


THE BUREAU OF THE TREASURY WILL ISSUE 
at least P8 billion worth of Retail Treasury 
Bonds (RTBs) this month, as finance officials 
believe the markets strong appetite for securi- 
ties sold in retail will help the government raise 
more revenue. 

In a memorandum to government securities 
dealers, the Treasury said the auction for the 
RTBs would be held on July 23. The RTBs will 
be available in three- and five-year maturity. 

‘The auction for the RTBs will replace the 
auction for the regular five-year treasury 
bonds originally set for July 24 and which was 
intended to raise P7 billion. 

Finance Undersecretary Roberto Tan, who 
is also the acting National Treasurer, said the 
issuance of RTBs instead of regular bonds was 
intended to address the demand of small in- 
vestors for government securities. RTBs re- 
quire a minimum investment of only P5,000. 

Тап said there would be P21 billion worth 
of RTBs to mature on Monday, and the gov- 
ernment was expecting that some of the exist- 
ing bond holders would be reinvesting their 
cash. 

“We anticipate that there will be significant 


demand for RTBs especially when previously 
issued ones will mature on Monday,” Tan 
said. 

‘Tan said the Treasury did not set a program 
as to how much of the minimum P8 billion 
worth of RTBs would have three- or five-year 
maturity. 

“We are not putting any allocation because 
we want to give investors a free hand as to 
where they prefer to invest their cash,” Tan 
said. 

The government hopes to raise more rev- 
enue through the RTBs, especially since 
shortfalls in tax collection in the first half 
would leave some expenditure programs un- 
covered. 

The last time the Treasury auctioned off 
RTBs was on Dec. 6, when it raised P8.3 bil- 
lion. Finance officials then said they were sat- 
isfied with the amount raised from the De- 
cember auction, but noted that this was far 
smaller than the P20 billion the Treasury was 
willing to offer. 

The weaker-than-expected demand for 
RTBs last year was blamed on the low interest 
rate environment. The RTBs fetched an inter- 
est of only 5.875 percent during the Decem- 
ber auction, about а percentage point lower 


than the 7.25 percent recorded in the, is- 
suance of RTBs in 2005. 

Small investors are hoping RTBs would 
fetch a higher rate this time, banking on the 
rising trend in the yields of T-bills and T-bonds. + 


in the first half of the year. @ ы 


The amount to be raised through the ВТВ} 
issuance this month will form part of the P260 
billion programmed domestic borrowing of 
the government for this year. 

‘Also, the government will be tapping 
$2.466 billion worth of foreign borrowings 
during the year. Of the amount, $1 billion was 
raised in January through the flotation of-. 
sovereign bonds in the international capital 
market. The balance will come in the form of 
official development assistance from multilat- 
eral and bilateral lenders. 

‘The biggest foreign lenders to the Philip- 
pines are the Japan Bank for International Co- * 
operation, the Asian Development Bank and 
the World Bank. 3 

‘The bigger portion of the planned borrow- 
ings was earmarked for the payment of thé 
national government's maturing obligations, 
while the balance was intended to help plug ^ 
the projected budget deficit for the year of 
P63 billion, 
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Insist on HP LaserJet: 


Pay less per print and gel greater loner 
yield on highcovarage poges with HP. 
Larger toner cartridge capacity, 
reduced mainlenance. HP ships higher 
capacity loners in box than oiher brands, 
which provides higher paper input 

соросйу ond is complete wilh an easylouse 
ond understand control pane! 

HP's efficient processing results in 
smaller files across the network, 
soving on cosly network resources 

Instant On Technology allows for 
faster first page out from PowerSove 
mode 

Integrated Toner Cartridge 

simplifies toner replacement 

ond ensures consistent print quoliy. 
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HP LASERIET P2015 
PRINTER SERIES. 


P21,600 
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Get PHP2,000 
worth of Sodexho 
Gift Certificate 


Free P1,000 worth of GC for purchase of HP Laserjet 1022 printer series « Free P1,500 worth of GC for purchase of HP Laserjet 1160 
and HP Color Lasetjei 1600 * Free P2,000 worth of GC for purchase of HP Laserjet P2015 printer series and HP Color Laserjet 2600n 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
кж DY Int! Bldg. 1650 San Marcelino 
cor, General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice s hereby given that the following companias/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application/s for Allen Employment Permis: 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


Name of 
Foreign National 


Position 


DACHANFINANCIALSERVICESINC, Jeo Whan Park 
346-4, 2/F Roosevelt Ave, 

Veterans Vilage, SFDM, 

Quezon City 


Managing Director 


JGC PHILIPPINES; INC. 
2109 Prime St. Madrigal Bus. Park, 
Ayala Alabang Muntinlupa City 


Hitoshi Ishibashi Construction 


Manager 


JGC PHILIPPINES, INC. 
2109 Prime St. Madrigal Bus. Park, 
Ayala Alabang Muntinlupa City 


Kazuo Makino Civil Section 


Manager 


PHILIPPINE GLASS PROCESSING 
SPECIALIST INC. 

T. Santiago St, Lingunan, 
Valenzuela City 


Weiquan Zhao Technician 


PHILIPPINE GLASS PROCESSING 
SPECIALIST INC. 

Т. Santiago St, Lingunan, 
Valenzuela City 


апу Consultant 


MANILA INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE Gab Il Lim 
SCHOOL FOR FOREIGNERS INC. 

RA Bldg., 36 Tomas Morato Ave., 

Kristong Hari, Quezon Cily 


General Manager 
for Koreans 


MANILA INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE Jung Hyun Kim 
SCHOOL FOR FOREIGNERS INC. 

RA Bldg, 36 Tomas Morato Ave., 

Kristong Hari, Quezon Ciy 


Operations 
Manager for 
Koreans 


PHILIPPINE SINTER CORPORATION Yasuki Tsuji 
23/F 6788 Ayala Ave., 
Oledan Square, Makati City 


Senior Vice 
President and 
Treasurer 


NACHI PILIPINAS INDUSTRIES INC. 
1st Ave, Manalac Cmpd., 

Sta. Maria Ind Estate, 
Bagumbayan, Taguig Cily 


Kazuhide Togano Vice-President 
and Director 


MASS THERAPEUTIC OPTIMUM 
(М.О. SPA, INC. 
1709 А Mabini St, Malate, Manila 


Yasuhiro Ishiyama Marketing Directors 
Foreign 


KOMATSU ASIA & PACIFIC 
PTELTD. 

033018 West Tower, PSE Ot. 
Exchange Rd., Ortigas Cir., 
Pasig Ciy 


Stephen Leslie Kirk Senlor Manager 


IDOCSINC. 

2804 Union Bank Plaza Bldg, 
Meralco Ave. cor. Onyx St, 
Ortigas Ctr, Pasig Ciy 


Kenji Ishikawa  CSP/Prootreader- 


Japan Team 


MORE FAST NETWORK 
COMMUNICATION CORP. 

Rm 201 JKK Pacific Bldg. 

1689 J. Bocobo St, Malate, Manila 


MiungSung Vice President 


STATION 168 INTERNET CENTER 
2IF Chinabank Bldg, Hercules St, 
cor. Макай Ave., Makati City 


Kyung Ja Chun 
(wo Yoo) 


Cooking Consultant 


00M ASIA ALUMINUM INC. 
УЕ Ayala Life FGU Center, 
6811 Ayala Ave., Makati City 


Piyush Agrawal — Finance Manager 


BLUE ANGEL KARAOKE BAR, INC. 
1030 A. Amaiz Avenue, 
Makati Cty 


Hiroshi Arakawa Operations 


Manager 


ТККК RESTAURANT 
CORPORATION 
1030 A. Amaiz Ave., Makati City 


Yoko Tabata Consultant 


GHL IMMIGRATION SPECIALISTS 
& CONSULTANCY INC. 

TIF VNP Bidg., Pedro Gil St, 
Ermita, Manila 


Hyun Im Choi Consultant 


JUNGCHUL ACADEMY 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 
393 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., 
Makati City 


JiHyeSong Assistant 


Supervisor 


ACCENTURE, INC. Wyniried Eliezer 
MSE Bidg., Ayala Ave., Petrus 
Makati Сау 


Project Analyst 


MIRAE K.P. CORPORATION 
IF Makati Palace Hotel, 
P. Burgos St, Makati Cily 


Heegon Ryu General Manager 


FILHOTEL.COM MANAGEMENT 
‘CONSULTANCY, INC. 

18:01 Makati Palace Hotel, 

P. Burgos St, Makati City 


ZTE PHILIPPINES, INC. 
25/F Pacific Star Bldg, 

Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. cor. 
Макай Ave. Makati City 


Manager 


RAD Senior 
Engineer 


Jinsong Xiong 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES 
PHILIPPINES INC. 

БУЕ PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave. 
cor. Rufino St, Макай City 


Songlin Zhang BSS Engineer 


‘ACCENTURE, INC, 
MSE Bldg, Ayala Ave., 
Макай City 


David Alistair Laird Project Testing 
Consultant 


Ifyou have any information/objection to the ahayementoned applications please 


communicate with the Regional Director. 
ISABEL 9, PANGANIBAYORTI ni 
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National Transmission Corporation 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Erection and Installation of Sangal-Pitogo 138 KV Transmission Line Project 
Schedule l- Sangli Substation to Tower SP-123 ^ 
(Sp07SPTLMc-0087) Pores: 
Te work corenplatad lo be done by е succo bidder shali cout luis à 
едг, abor males pla бов and eqdpmen (excel numa sped be 
famitedbyTRANSCO),andeosiucbg cope e arem Ines in accordance wi o 
tequremnts cla Pars od peccato 
1... The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (Tr 
Corpo Budget for he contract approved by the governing Board, тата 1 spy 
fhe sumot PHP 8,101,000. bang та Approved Bua or Contact (ABC) 1o ракта 
Ure cont ler a Erection nd attin angel Pogo 138 KV Transmission 
{Une Projet Schedule Sanga Substation T Тоне SP-123 (907 SPTLMe409T) 
‘Bas пон necessi be ABC salto auloralcaly тесе a Bd opening... 
TransCo non cals ortho submit ltr of ntent LO) kom pent Bie fpi 
Toren о пил abt materiaa, equipment (except materials spree abe 
farihedby area) eupples tos and othar works to compite the Projet Bass 
‘oul posts a vald PCAB tees apical to ne above ye and cos of ho cont 
fave commpistad a simlar contract wih a vu ol at east Шу percent (505) othe ABC: and 
тейге arar meinum ily eqienets имей п he City Documents. iere. 
her Оӊ and scr е ру Documents upon paymant ton 
з duly 16 207 from 
pren telo Teo wi old a 
Nare tor on Ql 29, 2007, 1:0 PM at 
ne Ti las da lor e surge ol he atch 
ts hl Beo uy 31, 2007, $0 АМ. Appicalns br egy wi be 
fl pasa. On hose Bde pasay те ely chock wil be 
th Бодау Document. PCAB cese and Regalo Pur 
conse Parlcular : Atleast Catagory "A", Generel Bung 
arSP- вна Works 
egetalonPariar At least Medium B", SP- Electrical Works 
Big ий be conducted trou open compare bidang proceduras as эрй in the 
Implementing Rues and Regulations Par А (RRA) ot Republ Act 9184 (RA. S184) 
"forie итп as ба ‘Goverment Procurement Relo Ac," and it esie. unless 
‘orice lated 1o organizations what least seventy ive percent (75H) interest or 
‘clang ap пос belonging i ctlzans ha Pipes. n accordance win Act 
RA Sb oniy Bs оп exe Bees wl be трелей in accordano wih he I-A ol 
КА stot a conec ий oriy be aad 1o he Lowest Called and Responsive Br 
Who was dlemined as suc dung pest uacaln 
Interested Biddars shall sum their accomplished Elly Documents othe BAC 
‘Secretara at be BCD wh те adress von овон. 


TransCo өй hold a Рте-Ә@ Conference open lo all Еда Bidders оп August 22, 207, 

1:30 PM at Rodriguez Room, Training Center. 
EigbleBdcersmosisubm heir Bde ha adress below on or belore September 3,2007, 
1:30 PM. Al Bids msi be accompanied by а Bid scary n any frm ard In amount stated i 
the Bidding Documents or an equvsen moun in а rol convertible currency, Lale Вв 
shal not be accepte. Bid opening shal bo on September 3, 2007, 1:30 PM at Rodriguez 
Room, Training Center. 

9. The Conaclor shali completo Me works win Three Hundred (300) calendar days counted 
‘tom he ec date sited e Note to Proceed: 

10. TransCo reserves tha igh to acceptor reject any BI, o annul е bng process, and lo 
Tcal Bids а any bena pr to contact award, inot hereby curing an labi he 
cod Biggar or Baders. 

MAR. D. NABONG 

Manager Bids and Contracts Management Department 

Ground Floor, TransCo Man Buking 

Чәйгә! Transmssion Corporeon 

Рома Contr, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road 

Ойтал, Quezon Су 1104 

Telephone Nos: 081-2208 981-2212; 981-2213 

Pacsmio No: 921-2506 

Emal Ares ednaboag@transco.ph 

Webste adress: waw ransco.ph 


(Sod) ATTY. NOEL Z. DELEON 
Vie тенен - Genera Counsel 
&Chaiman, В and Awards Commitee 


(PDL duly 14821. 2007) 


‘ê ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION ТО APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


‘Supply and Delivery of Seven (7) Transmission Steel Towers 
‘and Line Materials Including installation for the Restoration 
‘of Damaged Portion of the Naga - Tayabas 500КУ 
Transmission Line (Sp07.TSTNTTL.L-0109) 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TRANSCO), through its 
Annual Corporate Budget, intends to apply the sum of Philippine Peso 
98,971,000. tor the Supply and Davey of Seven (7) Transmission Steel Towers 
and Line Materials including Installation forthe Restoration of Damaged Portion of 
the Naga - Tayabas S00kV Transmission Line (Sp07.TSTNTTL.L-O109) being the 
Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) t payments under the contract for the 
above packages. Bids received in excess of he ABC shal be automaticaly rejected 
а Bid opening 
ТВАН5СО now invites Bids rom eligible Bidders forthe Supply and Delivery of 
Seven (7) Transmission Steel Towers and Line Materials Including installation 
for the Restoration of Damaged Portion of the Naga - Tayabas S00kV 
Transmission Line, Delivery and Installation ol the GOODS is requred within 180 
calendar days from contrac effectivity. The description ol an eligible Bidder is 
Contained in Section 18 of the Bidding Documents, TT. 

Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary passaii criteria as specilid in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), oherrise known as 
the "Government Procurement Relorm Acl" and is open to Filipin citzenssole 
proprietorship, organizations, an to Foreign bidders whose country the laws or 
regulations ol which grant simiar rights or prvieges to Filipino citizens, pursuant 
To Republ Act 5183 (A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 138) 
Only Bids от Bidders who pass the eligibility check wll be opened, The process 
for the eligit check is desorbed in Section I ol the Bidding Documents, ITB. 
‘The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post 
qualfication stage in order to finaly determine the Bid responsiveness lo the 
Technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be 
awarded to he Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) determined aller 
the conduct ofthe post qualification evaluation. 

Interested Bidders may obtain further Iaormatin rom TRANSCO and inspect the 
Bidding Documents atthe adress stated In lm 10 staring July 16, 2007 from 
800 AM. to 5:00 PM. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by inte 

the address stated below and upon payment ol a non-rlundable fe in the amount 
о! Phillppino Peso 20,000.00 The Bidding Documents shali be received personally 
by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative, 

TRANSCO will hold a Pre-Bid, Conference open to ай interested parties on 
August 8, 2007, 9:00 AM. at C. U. Del Rosario Function Hal 4 С, Power Training 
Contar Building, National Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue comer BIR 
Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manda, Philippines: 

Bids and elit requirements must ba delivered at the venue of the bid opening 
slated in Пеп 8 on or before 8:00 A.M, of August 22, 2007. Al Bids must be 
accompanied by а Bid босу in the form and in the amount species in Section 
ll o the Bidding Documents, BDs. Late Bids shali not be accoped. 

Bid opening shal be held on August 22, 2007, 9:00 A.M. at C. De Rosario 
Conference Hall B & C, Power Training Center Bulting, National Transmission 
Corporation, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Dilman, Quezon Ciy, Metro Mani 
Philippines, Bids wil be opened in the presence ol the Bidders’ representatives, 
TRANSCO reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annu the bidding 
process, and to reject ali Bids at any ime prior to contact award, without iereby 
Incuring any Пару to the tlected Bidders ‘ 

10. Addilonglinlormatin sha be furnished upon request. Al communications should 
be addressed to ће ВАС Secretariat at he following address: 

Mr. Richard D. Nabong 

Manager, Bids and Contracts Management Department (BCMD) 

Ground Foor, ransCo Main Buking, Poner Conter 

Natonal Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue comar BIR Road 

1104 Dilman, Quezon Сау, Mato Manta, PHILIPPINES 

Tel. Nos.: (832) 981-2308, 981-2212, 981-2213, Telela No: (632) 981-2308 

Emal address rdnabong@transco.ph 

Hp hw ransco ph 


(S94) ATTY. NOEL Z DELEON 
Charman 
Bids and Awards Commitee 
(P01 - July V & 21,207) 


‘CLASSIFIEDS... 


SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2007 


Ü ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Erection and Installation of Sangalt-Pitogo 138 KV Transmission Line Project 
‘Schedule I- Tower SP-124to Pitogo Substation 
(Sp07 SPTL Mo 0098) 


‘The work contomplated о bo done bythe воссае: bidder shall consist ol furnishing all 

supatriandanco, abor materials, supplos, ots and equipment (exept дирт! spaced o 

bi tusmished by TRANSCO),and constructing compl o transmission os in accordance wih 

Фе euromonts of n Plans and Speclicaton. 

“The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TransCo), through the Annual 
porte Budget tor tho contract approve by the governing board, lends 1o apply 
бө sumo PHP 6627200000 ing ho Approved Budget or the Cana ABO) to payments 
“undor the contract forthe Erection and Installation of Sengali-Plogo 
Transmission Lino Project Schedule 1 ~ Tower SP-124 to Pitogo Subs 
“(SPOT SPTLMe A096) Bids recevos In excess ol ha АВС shal be automaticaly jected st 
Ba opaning 
TransCo row сы lor tho submission ol Los of ent (08) коп pola Bidders lo 
appytoreigly for furnishing abor materials, equipment (except materials speed 
{oe furnished by TranaCo) suppllos, tools and other works to compet the Projet 
Bikers shouta possess a vald РСАВ icense applicable to e above уре and cost f ho 
олива hava completed a setarconacwih a value otat least Niy percent (0%) ol he 
ABG and mein othar isu lily requirements salad to Fill Documents 
анов Bidar must sub her LOs and secure o Egy Oocumerts pon parant 
ч non-relundanio toe ot One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00) starting July 16, 2007 tom 
(809 AM to 5:00 PM at he BCHD oile wih ho address given belon. TransCo wit hold a 
Тесу Confrence open to al interested bdder on July 23, 2007, 1:30 PM at 
Rodriguez Room, Training Center. The last day lor e submasion dl е accomptshed 
"Бурзу Documents shat бе on July 31, 2007, 8:00 AM. Aplafen tor aiba wil be 
evaluated on a "passat" bass. Orly hose Eiders passing n elgbliy check wll be 
эте lo purchase the Bidding Documents. PCAB License and Registration Paricuar 
aquired shoud be as falows: 
Liconso Particular : At least Category *A", Generel Building or 
SP- Electrical Works 
egistatonPariear ‘Atleast “Мейит B", SP - Electrical Works 
одо эй! be conducted rough open conpelie bing procedures as speciled nthe 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part А (IRR-A)  Republe Ас 9184 (RA. 9184), 
‘otherwise known as th “Government Procurement Relrm Ad." and ls ested, иез 
envie slate o organizations wit least sevany-be percent (75%) terest or 
‘oustanding capital stock belonging йгее ol he Philpines In accordance wh IARA 
‘IRA. 9164, oniy Bs оп akg Bidders wll be opened In accordance with the IRR-A ol 
FRA. 9184 a contac ай oniy be awarded o ne Lowest Calculated and Responsive Ber 
‘who was determino as such dug post-quiation 
Interested Bidders shal! submit teir accomplished Elblny Documents о ће BAC 
Secretariat at he BOMO wih he address given below. 
Interested ekle Bidders may obtain luther information rom TransCo and inspect he 
Bling Documents lho BCHD a e adress giren below. 
Aconpetstol Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that passed ha egy 
‘Check upon he presentation ol he Note ol Fill ihe BAC Secretar aa actress 
teow and upon payment of nor elundabo tea ol Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00). The 
‘Bing Documents shal bo received persona by Ihe bidder ois aubarzed presenta 
staring rom August 6,2007 - 8:00 АМ о 5-00 PM. 
TraneCo wil hold a Pre-Bi Conlerence open to all Elle drs on August 22, 2007, 
1:30 PM at Rodriguez Room, Training Center. 
Egle Bers must ul their Bs al ho address below on or before September 3, 2007, 
1:30PM AL Bids must be accompanied by a Bk secufly any rm andin anoun stated i 
а Bing Documents or an eguvalent amount in a reely corverible currency. Lale Bs 
‘Sali not ba accepted. Bid opening hal be on September 3, 2007, 1:30 PM at Rodriguez 
Room, Training Center. 
The Contractor shel complete he works within Three Hundred (300) calendor days counted 
оп tho elocive dale stated in he Noce o Proceed. 

ч. Tramo reserves е right to accept or lect any Bd o annul the дда process, andto 
теа ali Bs at any ита pror o contract award, wihou hereby ncn any abii othe 
alfeciag Broder or ders 

MA.R. D. NABONG 

Manager, Bids and Contracts Management Department 

Ground Flo, TransCo Main Buling 

Natonal Transmission Corporation 

Powar Сеше, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road 

Dian, Quezon бау 1104 

Telephone Nos: 0812908 981-2212: 981-2213 

Facsimile No: 921-2306 

Emai Address: rénabongGtranscoph 

Wetste adores: www ansco ph 


(Sod) ATTY. NOEL Z. DE LEON 
Vica President- General Counsel 


A Chan sn Amar Commitee 
(PDI - July 14 & 21, 2007) ba sa 


Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. (632) 920-6401 » (632) 920-6446 


Елтай member relations sss gov * Web ste htpiicsss govph. 


NOTICE 


Picasa gel in ouch with he Members Assistance Center, Soclal Securty System (SSS). 
East Avenue, Dilman, Quezon City or at any SSS ойс nearest your place ol residence and 
fie your dean bene cim itin 20 days upon publication, you are: 


NAME OF TAST KNOWIN 
BENEFICIARIES ADDRESS 555 MEMBER 
ogee уо Ойгон ses Al r 
ооа po 
m Urknoun pu 
550046009 
Ronald D. Aamin 
5513127 
Romeo A. Basta 
550027018709 
BanardoBeangoy 
9501049042 


NAME OF DATE OF 
DEMISE 


ddyst 2008 
anuar 20,2007 


Бота C. соња Unknown Ae 19,2007 


TorstaAguler 0С Jewry 2,207 
Lyda vadia 

Mercato Josephine, 
Emele & Na Tharesa 
Camel A.Caccam Unknown 


urinon Marche, 2007 


Samuel J. Саат 
50000013715 
Rowena L- De Pedro 
prd 
Falipa L De Vers 
S01 0174887-9 
rico D. Donal. 
500045718186 
han D. Despabeladeras March 10,2008 
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Rone Y. Diao 
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Pesos Lape Edeno Doming 
Paapon 59000156878 
EmhnAme O BEPZ.WeiMarkal, Zosimo Garay. Jf 
Marie, Bataan 5540215768041 
Una Ronan баба 
[n 
Vegi G. бойо 
SSHOSOTENY-S 
Faderca Ganang 
590010091120 
PedoB.DaCasHo San Jose St, Naga Cly Erinda P.Lavandero 
‘950506286827 
Равон Morales 
pred 
i0tCMfocoSme Ester O. Navaro. 
Parang, Harina CIY 6520260110841 
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RosonNlePaug MOlyaghem, RalandoPanga' 
Lucena Cy 35039229524 
Dambakan Subd, Aono. Persz 
Mandaluyong Саў 550850738 


Fobra, 2007 


Casino De Pet, Uso dasuay 18,2007 


Lourdes Do Vera 
‘Amparo De Vera 
Myra Denoo 


огон (eter, 2006 


озок Decenbert 2008 
Rosa Agular 
Deseos 
Socorro Diso 


urinon 
incen November, 2008 
Senn, 2007 
Mey 25,205 
oder Rotors 


& Rodel 
ката Cruz 


anny 25, 2007 


oou danary 3,207 


isabolPanugao Unknown мат. 


hay, 2008 
tories Cau March, 2007 
dine A Navarro May 1, 2005 
June 14,2007 
празот 
Vista iopofa 
Aneta Perez 

‘son Prez 
Я 
Teodora Dorado 


маз, 


Unknown Leonardo N Reale 
590026654902 
Pandang. Conception, Arci Sac 
тиш prr] 
Del Carmen, Domingo Suoas S. 
SurgeoDelNote 880929518163 
rasta G. Tabara Оен Reboro Tabajara 
5600020192800 
шрам, Edvardo Tngan 5. August 20,2006, 
Colaba Oly 85084010193 
2186 Route 15, Fabia Edina Ungeo 
Este Si. Ana, 5590985012808 
Mania 
ато 


May 23,2007 


Rossina Sacit danay 28,2008, 


Teodora Sulapes Ai 2007 


каза 


EsmanTrdogan 
Lourdes Timugan 


28) Nars Poa! Octobar 24,2005 


29) PotaSanggaang doge Vargas. J 

SEAM 

30) Remedosehador Unknown Eplanof,Vlamea Aor 19,2007 
Aguiar, ‘9870520510078 
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BUSINESS 


Mine firms air concerns over FTAA 


Lack of confidentiality could drive away mineral buyers, mine bloc says 


By Amy R. Remo 


WHILE THERE IS A GENERAL ACCEPTANCE 
of the new fiscal regime, the mining commu- 
nity and stakeholders continue to question 
several provisions of the amended Financial 
or Technical Assistance Agreement. 

During a roundtable discussion hosted by 
the local Chamber of Mines, various private 
groups aired the concerns over the new re- 
quirement to submit all marketing contracts 
for the governments approval. 

A marketing contract is an essentia) docu- 
ment that would declare the sale and prices of 
minerals and mineral byproducts 

‘The sale price would be the basis in calcu- 
lating gross output, income tax and the excise 
tax, which is the basic share of local commu: 
nities from mining revenues. 

“The Mining Act requires the highest price 
for the sale of minerals, and the only way to 
ensure this is through submission of market- 
ing contracts,” Environment Secretary Angelo 
Т. Reyes said. “We would then knaw whether 
or not we are being shortchanged.” 

The groups, which consist of mining compa- 
nies and auditing firms, said the requirement 
‘would cause delays in carrying out “marketing 
decisions” and sales transactions, and thus 
possibly translate to opportunity losses. 

Stakeholders also raised concerns on the 
privacy and confidentiality of marketing con- 
tracts. Mineral buyers, they explained, could 
refuse to take part in negotiations where ev 
erything is made known to the government. 

‘Stakeholders added that a post audit ofall 
contracts may be implemented in place of the 
required submission of marketing and sales 
contracts. 

Recently, the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources had released Depart 
ment Administrative Order No. 2007-12, which 
revised the revenue-sharing scheme for FIAAS. 

‘The government, which also represents the 
community, and the mining contractor would 
each get 50 percent from the net mining rev- 
enue after the recovery of the capital invest- 
ment. 

‘The FTAA is a contract between the Philip- 
pine government and mining companies for 
the large-scale exploration and development 
of minerals, which allows up to 100-percent 
foreign ownership in a mining project. 

The new guidelines would apply only to fu 
ture FTAs and would not cover existing con- 
tract holders. 


Aussie company 
set to drill for 
oil in Sulu Sea 


- 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


BUSINESSMEN BASED IN THE AU- 
tonomous Region of Muslim Min- 
danao yesterday downplayed re- 
cent violence in Basilan, saying 
such incidents were confined to re- 
mote areas and that the region was 
actually rife with business opportu- 
nities. 

Members and officials of the AR- 
MM Business Council and local 
business chambers gathered at the 
Asian Institute of Management in 
Makati City to meet up with possi- 
ble venture partners in Metro Mani- 
la, amid concerted efforts to woo in- 
vestors. 

The investment forum was orga- 
nized with the help of the Growth 
with Equity in Mindanao (GEM), a 
program that is being supported by 
the US Agency for International De- 
velopment. 

ARMMBC chair Haron: Bandila 
said 40 members of the group came 
over to look for joint venture part- 
ners for planned investments worth 
atotal of some P1 billion. 

The project proposals varied 
from Pl-million ventures like RL 


Enterprises modernization of its 
palm oil production facility in Tawi- 
‘Tawi, to La Fruitera Inc.'s P800-mil- 
lion expansion of a cavendish ba- 
nana plantation in Maguindanao. 

"What we achieved (on Thurs- 
day) were preliminary talks and 
matches,” Bandila explained. “We 
expect to have more concrete re- 
sults when we convene the 6th AR- 
ММ Business Congress in Septem- 
ber" 

Luis C. Go Jr, president of the 
Sulu Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said investors should dis- 
regard the negative perception 
about peace and order in the re- 
gion. 

“This is beyond businessmen's 
control and, with or without it, we 
should go on and push forward our 
enterprises toward growth,” Go 
said. 

According to Sheryl B. Siao, man- 
aging head of the ARMM Board of 
Investment, the region has abun- 
dant natural resources, especially 
idle agricultural lands that offer 
"endless opportunities” that in- 
vestors could verify by going there 
to see for themselves. 


ARMM businessmen turn to talk 
of trade, not strife, in Basilan 


"Many sectors and resources аге 
untapped, and there is very little 
competition so far,” Siao said, "The 
market is waiting." 

She also said projects that would 
be registered with the ARMM BOI 
would be granted incentives, like 
tax holidays of up to eight years and. 
duty-free importation of capital 
goods. 

ARMM Trade Secretary Ishak М 
Mastura added that the region 
could even be considered a kind of 
tax haven for some foreign in- 
vestors because of the tax holidays. 

“I mean this in a positive sense,” 
Mastura said. “They do it as a form 
of tax avoidance and everything is 
legal.” 

‘The ARMM is composed of the 
provinces of Lanao del Sur, Маш!” 
danao, Shariff Kabunsuan, Sulu, 


Basilan and Tawi-Tawi. pi 


The officials said ARMM had 
competitive advantage in its "excel 
lent agro-climatic conditions," fae 


vorable for crops like cora, palay: 


abaca, coconut, nuts and, “toot 
crops. Ў 

They also cited йз nearness to 
foreign markets in Southeast Asia." 


By Abigail L. Ho 


AHEAD OF THE AUGUST SCHEDULE, AUS- 
tralian firm Tap Oil Ltd. has completed its ac- 
quisition of 3D seismic data over the San- 
dakan В the Sulu Sea, paving the way 
for preparations for next years scheduled 
drillings. 

In a disclosure to the Australian Stock Ex. 
change, Tap Oil managing director and chief ex- 
ecutive Paul Underwood said the company was 
able to gather a total of 751.6 square kilometers 
of 3D seismic data within Service Contract 41. 

Data processing had already begun, he 
said, and data interpretation should be com- 
pleted by the end of the third quarter. 

“The size and location of the 3D seismic 
survey will dramatically enhance the prospec- 
tivity of the SC 41 license by enabling multi- 
ple drilling targets to be matured,” Under- 
‘wood said. “On the existing 2D seismic data, 
the prospectivity of SC 41 comprises a num- 
ber of leads which are interpreted to have the 
potential for ой accumulations in the range of 
50-150 million barrels.” 

«||. “Located in Ciréum Borneo, he said SC 41 
howed a lot of potential as the area con- 
tained numerous large oil and gas fields oper- 
ated by major oil and gas companies. 

Р Тар believes that SC 41 has good potential 

тб discover material volumes of hydrocarbons 

zili- and be а ‘game changer’ for the company,” 

ŽI Underwood said, 

77. SC 41 spans an area approximately 4,820 

* square kilometers in size, with water depth 
|} ranging from 200 meters to 2,000 meters. 
‘Tap Oil holds a 50-percent stake in the ser- 
| Vice contract. 


28 gov't agencies link up to drum up investments 


By Michelle V. Remo 
TWENTY-EIGHT GOVERNMENT AGEN- 
cies, led by the Board of Investments, will 
sign a memorandum of agreement to 
form a network that will promote the 
country as a preferred investment site. 
‘According to the draft MOA, the estab- 
lishment of the Investment Promotion 
Units Network will improve coordination 
among the government agencies, some of 
whose functions affect the countrys in- 
vestment climate. 


‘The network is expected to help the 
government address conflicting policies 
and streamline procedures so as to make 
it easier to attract more investors to do 
business in the Philippines. 

As lead agency of the IPU Network, the 
BOI will directly coordinate with the con- 
сетей government units to document in- 
vestor-related issues and concerns, and 
follow up on their resolutions. 

‘The BOI shall also build a database on 
Frequently Asked Questions that will be 
helpful for foreign investors who are will- 


ing to do business in the Philippines, or 
Filipinos who want to engage in business. 

Members of the network shall expedite 
the approval of permits, licenses and oth- 
ег documents needed to establish a busi- 
ness in the country. They are also tasked 
to streamline procedures regarding the 
processing of investor-related concerns. 

‘The government agencies under the 
IPU Network is also expected to recom- 
mend legislative or administrative mea- 
sures that will make it easier for investors 
todo business in the Philippines. 


Over 809 domestic and international branches, ofces and subsidiaries. 
Head Осе: Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gi J, Puyat Ave, Макай Ciy. 
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The Civil Service Commission shall be 
the one in-charge of conducting periodic 
assessment of the efficiency of govern- 
ment agencies in the delivery of services, 
and make the necessary recommenda- 
tions for improvement. 

Among the agencies that will become 
part of the network are the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas, the Bureau of Customs, 
the Bureau of Immigration, Bureau of In- 
temal Revenue, the Department of Agri- 
culture and the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources. 


Soil power fuel 


Text and photo by Tessa R. Salazar 
Second of three parts 

ESTICIDE-FREE FARMS 

perpetuate — Nutrilite's 

; principle of all-natural 

nutrition combined with the 
right lifestyle choices. 

For Nutrilite Health Institute president 
Sari Rehnborg, the health benefits 
brought about by organic plants grown on 
nutrient-rich soil devoid of’ pesticides 
‘make his life's work all worth it. 

Nearly 100 scientists in the Nutrilite 
Health Institute in the United States 
consider their agricultural research 
center their heart and soul. Clinical tri- 
als and quality assurance are done at 
the manufacturing facility in Buena 
Park, California. 


Sources of ingredients 

Thgredients for the company’s signature 
food supplements are sourced from its four 
certified organic farms where the plants 


“Text us your feedback: inquffét hea namelage/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


are grown. 

езе are located in Brazil (1,659- 
hectare tropical facility), Mexico (566- 
hectare Rancho El Petacal), California (45- 
hectare Lakeview Farm in Buena Park) and 
in Washington (283-hectare Trout Lake 
Farm, one of the largest certified organic 
herbal farms in North America). 

So-called “promising plants” are grown 
in research plots, then harvested and pro- 
cessed for examination in the company’s 
analytical lab at Lakeview. Researchers use 
analytical chemistry to identify which phy- 
tonutrients are present, and in what quan- 
tities. 

Biologist Dr Kevin Gellenbeck explains 
that in developing new concentrates, de- 
tailed analyses are carried out every step of 
the way to ensure that phytonutrients 
have been successfully concentrated and 
то valuable components have been lost 
during the processing. 


Organic from soil to lab 

Nutrilite works only with farmers 
who are willing to follow its organic 
farming practices. The institute certi- 


‘THOUSANDS of ladybugs are spread by 
farmers to attack and consume pests. 


fies them and monitors their perfor- 
mance. Grown in their farms are alfal- 
fa, kelp, marigold flower, carrots, 
pomegranate trees, rosemary (an аг 
matic herb), broccoli, oregano, arti- 
choke, asparagus and so many others. 

Not many farmers can lay claim to being 
organic from start to finish. Lakeview farm 
supervisor Peter Debus says the soil fertili- 
ty of organic farms is tested by taking soil 
samples and checking forsoil nutrient con- 
tent such as magnesium and calcium. If 
the вой i lacking in nutrients, farmers try 
to spread over more nutrient-rich soil. IF 
needed, composting is also done to add 
nutrients to the soil. А well-run soil pro- 
gram is also able to suppress harmful bac. 
teria such as E-coli. 

‘Organic farmers also follow a standard 
суйе that has proven successful over the 
years, They stick to cultivating a specific 
rop for three years, then change to another 
crop. This cycleis important so that diseases 
and pests do not gain a foothold over any 
опе crop. During winter, when weeds tend 
to overrun the plantations, herds of sheep 
inthe thousands use the land for grazing. 
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E-mail: pr science health@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D, Mangawang 


s sound organic practices 


And when insect pests threaten the 
crops, farmers tum to "friendly" insects for 
help. Tens of thousands of ladybugs are 
spread by farmers to attack and consume 
pests such as parasitic aphids, Earthworms 
are also routinely spread into the soil to 
break compacted earth, thus helping the 
soil absorb nutrients more effectively. Car- 
rots are also effective “absorbent” crops. 
So, before farmers plant new crops, they 
cultivate carrots first to "cleanse" the soil. 


Phytonutrient drive in RP 

‘According to Rehnborg, Nutrilite is also 
poised to introduce organic food supple- 
ments with the brand name Double X in 
the Philippines next month, with Amway 
Philippines as its exclusive distributor 
(wwwamway.com.ph).. 

“What we really aim for is for people to 
embrace а broad-based eating program 
that involves lots of vitamins and minerals, 
trace elements and what we know now as 
phytonutrients," he says. 

But nothing substitutes for eating actual 
fruits and vegetables, Rehnborg remarks. 


Long live ‘Star Trek’ 


MORE THAN 10 YEARS AGO, 


The legacy of 777 


be released on Christmas Day in 2008, 


taught a class on the Science and Phi 
losophy of “Star Trek” as part of the 
Interdisciplinary Program at the Ate- 
neo de Manila University. Registra- 
tion for the class closed within the 
first few hours. 

During the semester, 25 enthusiastic 
students and another regular 10 sit-ins 
from the staff, faculty and administra- 
tion enthusiastically debated on the 
physics of time travel, the true-to-life 
medical technologies of Dr. Beverly 
Crusher, and the ethics of living with ar- 
tifcially-intelligent beings such as Da- 
ta. I used as basis the series “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation,” with Capt. Jean- 
Luc Picard at the helm. This year, 2007, 
is the 20th anniversary of this series, 
‘which remains my favorite to this day 


New worlds at the mall 

1 have always loved sci-fi, especially 
the chance it gives me to explore fan- 
tastic worlds, I remember the cute but 
pesky Tribbles from the original Trek 
Series 1 watched at age 9, the Laws of 
Robotics from Asimov's novels I read at 
age 10, the menace of Darth Vader's 
voice I heard at age 11. 

I recall perusing the first chapter of 
“Lord of the Rings" when I was 9, and 
even though it was harder reading than. 
Nancy Drew, lived with Aragorn, Fro- 
do and Gandalf for the next month. 1 
read Tolkien's series again in high 
school, and for the third time in college. 
‘Today I consider Peter Jackson's movie 
trilogy the best of all ime. 

"This week, Trekkers, Rings fans, and 
other sci-fi aficionados have the oppor- 


Queena М. 


tunity to see their dreams come to life. 
Last Monday, the event New Worlds 
Transformed opened at Powerplant 
Mall at Rockwell Center, Makati, and it 
will run till tomorrow, July 15. 


clubs, which compose the New Worlds 
Alliance, have joined forces to bring an 
array of exhibits and activities—from 
costume parades and artist caricatures 
to panel discussions on the upcoming 
Harry Potter book and lectures on Маг- 
nia and local supernatural urban leg- 
ends, from board games and books to 
action figures anc 

exhibits include. “Highlands 
destar Galactica,” “Gundam, 
formers,” “Pirates of the Caribbean,” 
“Baron” Munchausen” 
henge.” 


Via Astris Philippines 


Philippines, displays its members’ col- 
lections of toys, starship replicas and 
books, 

Tkevlar49171 yahoo.com] 
“The late creator Gene Rodenberry was 
inducted into the Sci Fi Hall of Fame 
last June, and Paramount Pictures re: 
cently announced that a new film will 


Eureka! 


with director J. J. Abrams of “Mission 
Impossible 3,” "Alias" and "Lost." 


According to Paramount, “Star Trek? 
has encompassed 726 total episodes for 


Lee-Chua 


television in six different series, beg 
ning with the original 1966-1969 se- 
ries. The 10 films have grossed in ex- 


cess of one billion dollars at the world- 
wide box office. The original characters 


Philippine sci-fi and fantasy fans 


ther 
^ "Bat- 
“Trans 


collectibles. 


and “Stone- 


of Fame.” 


Via Astris, the Star Trek club of the 


Earl Victor Rosero 


reports, 


May all of us live long and prosper! 
For the latest news about "Star Trek,” 
visit wwwstartrek.com or e-mail via 
astis@yahoogroups.com. 
wwnewworlds.ph for details of New 
Worlds ‘Transformed, which runs at 
Powerplant Mall till Sunday, July 15. 


ten AMT 


A healthy lifestyle starts 
with a-healthy stomach 


А busy schedule, stress, anxiety, 


the situation, leading to constipation, 


A healthy lifestyle starts with a healthy stomach! ‘Take charge of your health by ensuring an adequate 
10% natural soluble dietary fiber without artificial flavors 


stive system. Made from 100% psyllium 


intake of fiber everyday. C-Lium Fibre, a 10 
and preservatives, is a supplement that promotes a healthy dige: 


lack of exercise, and insufficient fluid intake can all have adverse 


effects on the body's normal bowel rhythm. Low fiber intake and a poorly-balanced diet can aggravate 


husk, it effectively acts as a sponge in the intestinal tract, swelling to absorb water and waste materials 
in the bowels. This forms a soft, bulky mass that passes through the colon more quickly and easily. 


C-Lium Fibre also helps lower cholesterol to prevent heart disease. 
What's more, a daily dose of C-Lium Fibre aids in controlling blood 
sugar, fat absorption, relieving indigestion, and reducing acidity 


Start taking C-Lium Fibre today and discover а 


healthier lifestyle! 


^C-Lium 


FI 


тү 


[rand 


Сит Fibre comes n powder (jer or sache) апі capsules. 


acte Rimercury deus 


and other lending drugstores and nperpareti attis. 


have been named among the 50 great- 
est TV characters of all time and the En- 
terprise has lent its name to two pro- 
posed spacecraft.” 

“Roddenberrys vision is much more 
than a galaxy filled with danger and ad- 
venture, reads his citation at the Hall of 
Fame. "He used science fiction to pre- 
sent a future in which humanity has fi- 
nally set aside personal differences to 
create a society based on equality and 
faimess. The stories in ‘Star Trek enter: 
tain, but also act as a reflection of our 
own world and challenge us to recon- 
sider our prejudices and assumptions. 
‘Star Trek’ is not only one of the most 
popular science fiction franchises, at its 
best its science fiction with depth and 
emotion, In 1986 Rodenberry was pre- 
sented with a star on Hollywood's Walk 


Visit 


E-mail the author at blessbook@ya- 
hoo.com. 


xl 
| 
j 
EL] 


1 


IT COULD BE ARGUED THAT 
the past, present and future of 
the world got more media atten- 
tion than usual last July 7. Con- 
sider the several thousand cou- 
ples around the world who 
chose to get married last week- 
end because of the auspicious 
date. Hopefully 7/7/07 will live 
up to its lucky billing when it 
comes time to remember an- 
niversary dates. 

July 7 was also memorable be- 
cause the winners of a world- 
wide election campaign started in 1999 to se- 
lect the new seven wonders of the world 
were announced. Sadly the Banaue Rice Ter- 
races isn't included, but if you're interested in 
finding out what is on the list, go to 
www.new7wonders.com, 

Interestingly the event that drew an esti- 
mated 100 million votes isn't affiliated with 
Unesco's World Heritage program. "Acknowl- 
edging the sentimental or emblematic value 
of sites and inscribing them on a new list is 
mot enough,” said Unesco's press release the 
day before the new wonders were an- 
nounced. 

“The relevant authorities must also 
demonstrate commitment... The task is one 
of technical conservation and political per- 
suasion. There is also a clear educational role 
‘with respect to the sites inherent value, the 
threats they face and what must be done to 
prevent their loss.” 


Massie 


Similar 

Unesco's approach to designating intema- 
tional landmarks is similar to the changes in 
international environmental policy that au- 
thors of a recent paper in the June issue of 
the public-access journal PLoS Biology are re- 
questing. According to biologist Walter Jetz 
at the University of Califomia at San Diego 
and colleagues at Princeton University, by 
2050, as much as an eighth of the world's 
land bird species will lose over 50 percent of 
their habitat. If the worst-case scenario 
they've come up with is true, the number of 
species in trouble will double by 2100. 

Jerz et al. used the scenarios developed by 
experts from various fields and several па- 


DISCOVER 


Santos Ballon 


tions for a project called the Mil- 
lennium Ecosystem Assessment. 
‘The latter outlines how natural 
resources might be affected by 
future economic and population 
trends. Birds in the tropics, the 
PLoS study says, are at highest 
risk because they tend to thrive 
in very select areas. Temperature 
shifts due to climate, and the 
conversion of forests and mead- 
ows for agricultural, commercial 
and residential use, will further 
reduce these spaces, threatening 
not just the birds’ homes, but their existence. 

OF course, Jetz et al. acknowledge their 
worst-case scenarios could be wrong, and 
some portion, if not all, of the birds will be 
able to adapt to the changes in their envi- 
ronment and thus survive to the next centu- 
ту. For what its worth, in their best-case sce- 
narios, only about 400 of the 8,750 land 
bird species could lose most of their habitats 
in the next 40 years 


Raise awareness 

Though the PLoS study wasn't directly 
mentioned, it was certainly part of the reason 
for the Live Earth concerts held in cities 
around the world last July 7. Held to raise 
awareness of the environmental problems 
facing the planet, several hundred milion 
people either attended a concert in person or 
watched the clips online. (They're still on 
herp://liveearth.msn.com/le/video if any- 
ones interested.) 

‘As the actual educational value of the con- 
certs is still being disputed, their environmen- 
tal effects remain to be seen. Will people reuse 
and recycle more because Madonna sang a 
song? Perhaps not. So consider instead what 
it would be like to wake up and not hear the 
mayas and other birds chirping outside your 
‘window in the morning, Or to have children 
40 years from now reading this and asking 
‘what mayas are. 

Michael Jackson didn't perform “Man in 
the Mirror" last weekend, but ifthe events of 
7/7/07 have helped you recognize what is 
worth keeping, have made you believe you 
can make a difference, and have left you feel- 
ing lucky, then “make that change.” 


Drug's benefits 


to prediabetic, 


heart patients to be confirmed 


By Charles E. Buban 


WHAT IF THERE'S A DRUG THAT COULD 
prevent an individual from having another 
еа attack and at the same time, keep that 
same patient from ever developing type 2 dia: 
betes? 

‘This is, in fact, what the ongoing trial Acar- 
bose Cardiovascular Evaluation (ACE) will be 
confirming from the 7,500 individuals recruited 
from the 150 specialist centers in China and 
Hong Kong. 

These patients, who were at least 50 years 
old, have confirmed CVD like heart attack and 
episodes of angina (a type of heast-related chest 
pain that occurs whenever the heart muscle 
does not get enough blood) and have shown to 
have prediabetes (a condition wherein the indi- 
viduals blood sugar or glucose levels are near 
but not quite at the level that defines a diabetes 
diagnosis). 

“Although the ACE will be conducted in Chi- 
na and Hong Kong, its findings will be of rele- 
vance worldwide,” explained Rury Holman, 
Oxford (United Kingdom) Diabetes Trials Unit 
director and ACE co-chair. 


Results by 2013 

He added that the trial, whose results will be 
available by 2013, will provide an important 
‘opportunity to support and extend the findings 
revealed by another trial carried out in Europe 
and North America, 

The recently concluded Study to Prevent 
Non-Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus 
found that acarbose significantly reduced the 
risk of progressing from pre-diabetes to type 2 
diabetes hy 46 percent. 


‘The NIDDM trial also found that the drug sig- 
nificantly lowered the risk of a first cardiovascu- 
lar event by 49 percent, including a 91 percent 
reduction in the risk of heart attack. 


Assess the effect. 

China's University of Beijing professor Pan 
Chang'Yu, who joined Holman аз ACE co-chair, 
added that the trial will assess the effect of acar- 
bose on the occurrence of new cardiovascular 
events (the drug’s effectivity as a secondary 
CVD prevention). 

"It will also assess the occurrence of new-on- 
set type 2 diabetes (the drugs effectivity as a 
primary diabetes prevention),” she said. 

‘Acarbose, which is marketed by Bayer Scher- 
ing Pharma as Glucobay here, is currently the 
only oral antidiabetes drug approved for treat- 
ing pre-diabetes, 

“The drug operates by delaying the digestion. 
of carbohydrates (a form of sugat) in the body. 
‘This action decreases the amount of sugar that 
passes into the blood after a meal and prevents 
periods of high blood sugar level,” Holman ex- 
plained. 
4years 

He said patients enrolled in the trial will re- 
ceive acarbose or matching placebo for a mini- 
mum of four years in addition to optimized CVD 
management. 

Holman explained that a patient’s pre-dia- 
betes condition should not be allowed to ad- 
vance to type 2 diabetes as this wil significantly 
increase the risk of having a heart attack or 
stroke as well as developing kidney failure, 
blindness, or blocked blood vessels in the legs 
that can lead to amputations. 


NORTHERN MINDANAO STATE INSTITUTE OF 
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CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
‘San Carlos СІу, Pangasinan 
“el. No. (075) 532-2222 / 532-3146 


INVITATION TO BID 


ar ammer te тоюн 


‘Cooperative, Inc. (CENPELCO) wit lice address 
ngasinan invites all qualiad bidders forthe supply 


eal materials and equipments 


aas CLASSIFIEDS aeieea na 


TENE No. 


DESCRIPTION. "QUANTITY 


Duplex 


Wire #6 200000 m 


Electronic KWH Male 


TTA 3500 unit 


Electronic KWH Mote, Cass 100 


200 units 


Electronic KWH Meter, Class 200 


300 unis 


Electronic KWH Maler, Class 20 


25 units 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


= Republic of tho Philippines s 
3.) oepetnent ol Tansparatonand Communicators, 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD , 
IN АЕ: APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITYTO ) 
OPERATE AS AN INTERNATIONAL )CAB CASE 
AIRFREIGHT FORWARDER )NO. 29691 
Salon International Cargo Systems, Ine. ) 
Applicant ) 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


Pursuant to the provision of Republic Act No. 776, as amended, Notice 
is hereby given that Jallen International Cargo Systems, Ino. have filed 
with the ОМ! Aeronautics Board (CAB) applications for authority to operate 
эз an Intemational Alrfreight Forwarder. The applications shall be given 
due course by this Board on or before 02 August 2007. 

Parties opposed to the granting of these applications must fll their 
written opposition, supported by documentary evidence on or before the 
‘aforesaid date, furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant, and if any so 
desire, appear before this Board on the said date. Failure on the part of 
‘any interested party to register its opposition on time shall be construed as 
а waiver of its right to be heard. Thereupon, the Board shall act upon the 
application on the basis of the records and documentary evidence presented 
by the parties, unless the Board deems it necessary to receive additional 
documentary and/or testimonial evidence. 

The applicant is required to have this Notice of Application published 
at least once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks іп a newspaper of 
‘general circulation, and/or have copies thereof sent to existing alrfrelght 
forwarders either by personal service or registered тай with retum card at 
least five (5) days before 02 August 2007. 

Let a copy of the application and this Notice be posted on the САВ 
Bulletin Board beginning this day. 

(02 July 2007 

Pasay City, Philippines 


(508) MARIA ELBEN SL MORO 
OIC, Lega! Division 
co: Jacqueline Ambrosio 

President 
Rm, 650 Padilla Bldg., 
232 Juan Luna St, 
Binondo, Manila 

POL TE OT 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte 2913 
TIN 000-716-369 V 
"Tel. No. (077) 784-71267764-0082 Local 818 Tl. No. 784-7125 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


The locos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. (NEC) invites all interested suppliers. 
to participate In a publie bidding lor he supply and delivery ol line hardware, 
equipment, distribution transformers, klowat-hour meter, other tine materiais and 
brand new diesel-powered AC generator sets. 

Bid documents may be obtained at the BAC Secretariat during ofce hours 
starting July 17-24, 2007 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P5,000.00. 
Interested bidders musi submit thor pre-quaicalion documents as follows: 


gg RE a MT ETE ILE 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
le now accepting applicatione for 
Academe Yess 2008 
FELLOWSHIPS: 
1: Pediatrie Cardiovascular Medicine Department 
Уха years Residency in General Pediatric accredited by PPS 
Z, бези passed written examination for Diplomate in Pediatrics 
п. CV Anesthesla Division 
SY years Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (Board 
eligible 
ш. Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Division 
УО years Residency in General Surgery accredited by PCS (Board 
E 
RESIDENCIES : For Medical Board Passer) 
1. Nuclear Medicine Division 
1l. Biological & Clinical Laboratory Division 
CV Radiological Sciences Division 
year Fellowship Program 
1) Radiology 
X Node Medicine 
3. Biological & Clinical Laboratory 
Deadline for Submission of aplication is on August 31,2007 
Амен yor 2008 stars тшту 1, 2008 
General Requirements: 
1. Medical Diploma 
2: Transcript of Records with the General Weighted Average 
X hemized Board Rating 
{Three б) Letters of Recommendation with at least one letter written by 
The Training Officer &/or Director of the previous Training Programs 
{duplicate letters or photocopies wil nt be accepted) 
s. Four (4) pes 2° x2” colored picture 
Please address your communications o: 
"ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 
Department Manager i 
“The Department of Education, Training and Research 
Philippine Heart Center 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
For further inquiries, please contact Ms, Carmela О. River or Ms. Cleopatra Q- 
Palancia with Tel. Nos 925-24-01 locals 3234, 3235, 3236 & 3237 and Telefax 
926-9622, or you cn email o oer@phegov.ph 


Republic o the Philippines 

Department of Agriculture 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
РСА Compound, Eliptcal Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
Talelax No. 929-66-68 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Department of Agriculture 
(DA-BFAR) invites ай bonafide Building Contractor to apply for eligibility and 
to bid for the following project: 

Completion of the Construction of Laboratory Facilities of the 
Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) and Fishing Technology 


Electronic KWH Meter, Class 10 15 unis 
‘At interested paras shal submit Leier of intent together with ther latest company 
ind cure bid documents re: Technical specications and features o PBA 
al staring July 16. 2007. Submission of sealed bid wil be on July 31, 2007 
Tuesday) al 2:00 p m. (1400 М) at CENPELCO main ойсо. Padila St, San Carios 
ly, Pangasinan wherein your bid wil be opened In your presence or that of your 
feprosentativ. 
Request further to include in your sealed bid/proposal the delivery date, terms of 
payment, availabilty of stock, complete specifications and other information for 
ауто purposes. Bid for one or two tema only is acceptable. Please submit BID 
BOND equivalent 10 мо and one-half percent (24%) ofthe total bid price iiis а 
Cash or manager's check or its a suraty bond і must be equivalent lo ten percent 
{for ofthe total bid pnce. Bld bond less than the required amount wil be automaticaly 
‘squatted. Bldsproposais submitted beyond пе specilied date and time wi not be 
accepte. 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, WAIVE ANY 
OF THE REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS THE BIDS ONLY 
DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE. 


(ооа) RODRIGO F. CORPUZ. 
РВАС Chairman 


Laboratory at the Navotas Fishery Port Complex, Navotas, Metro 
Manila 

Approved Budget for the Contract 

Floor Area: 

Ast Floor = 

2nd Floor = 102.00sqm, 

TotalFloorArea — -  21975sqm. 
The bid documents shall be available atthe BFAR Property Section starting 
July 19, 2007 to July 25, 2007 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
Php 2,000.00. 
The Pre-Bid Conference shall be at the BFAR Conference Room on July 
27,2007 at 2:00 PM 3FF PCA Bldg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
The Bidders shall drop their duly accomplished Eligibility Requirement, 
Technical and Financial Proposals in three (8) separate sealed envelopes 
in the bid box at the BFAR Conference Room not later than 2:00 PM on 
‘August 13, 2007 and shall be opened on the same date by ће BFAR ВАС 
inthe presence ofthe participating Bidders. 
For more information, please call the BAC Secretariat at Tel. 
No. 426-31-68. 
BFAR reserves the right to waive any formality in the response to the 
eligibility requirements and to this invitation. BFAR further reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals, or declare a failure of bidding, or not award 
the contract, and makes no assurance that the contract shall be entered 
into as a result of this invitation. 


(804) MALCOLM |, SARMIENTO, JR. 
Director 


‘Artes of incorporation and By-Laws 
‘SEC or DTI Registration as appropriate 
BIR VAT Cerificate 
Audited Financial Statement tor the current year duly received by the BIR 
‘Business Permit lor the current year 
‘Technical capabltios to handie the contract 
А pre-bid conference wil be held on July 27,2007 at 2:00 pam. at the INEC 
“Training room. Sealed proposals Irom eligible bidders wil be received by the BAC 
on August 2, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. atthe same venue. 
‘All bids must be accompanied by a bid bond in the form of cash or manager's 
checkin the amount equivalent to 2.5% of the total bid price. 
Bidders shall bid forthe whole schedule, partial bids wil be rejected 
The INEC reserves the right to reject any or all bids without offering any reason 
to walve any minor defects of infimis therein ог to accept such bids as maybe 
considered most advantageous and responsive to the INEC. 


(S94) RODRIGO R. AGLIAM 
BAC Chairman 


. Php §,000,000.00 


117.75 sq.m. 


Noted by 


(69d) ENGR, EDGARDO R. PIAMONTE 
Executive OficarProjoct Supervisor 


(504) RENATO A. BALINTEC, PEE 
'OIC - General Manager 


(oy 183,200) ГЕ Л 


TORRENT Canadian-based company is 
WARE! SE looking for people to train and 
HOUSE} | carn $2,000 a month or more 
fo Kalama S. 


cor. JF, Rizal, Requirements: 
20h Ave. Cubao, QC. «пене зона 
Pls. сай: Amy Ramos . Computer iterate 
br ost7az72681 anang persone 
reap To 05178118555 Aggressive and resuk driven 
1 Marketing skila te pus 


"WE BUY ot HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 


WS & HERS Watch Center 
5640593 5897041 
0937-8473744 
[Room 603 Mania avion 
"Hotel and 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorletta-2 Makati 


7 OBITUARIES. 


ORGANIZERS 
NEEDED 


EXPERIENCED, QUALIFIED & EFFECTIVE 
‘ORGANIZER FOR A MARKET SELLING 
FAUITS, VEGETABLES, & GRAINS 
SEND CREDENTIALS & PROPOSAL TO 
40 E. RODRIGUEZ SA. AVE. QUEZON CITY 
замл2нн CALL KATHY AT 711963090 FOR DETAILS, 


poi Joy 14.200, 


TUS RCRUM 
PAWN-BUY SELL 


WATCHES, 
ЖЕРДЕДИ 
KUA 


Benefits: 

ТЕ. Standard Commission 

ЧЇ Travel incentives 
Career Training 

{Awards and Recognition 
For your pre-qualifying interview, text 
your full name and contact number to. 
0928-3311566 or email your resume to 
support@nrichmarketing.com, 


ATION AL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The Wee Red nie 


More 
Classified 
Ads: 


National Development 
Corporation .. 


Landbank Special Assets 
National Food Authority. 


God has called home our 
beloved Mommy 


AIDA DIZON - RIEGO 


(December 28, 1938 - July 12, 2007) 


BUY SELL" PAWN 


ROLEX 
other SWISS SWATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 


BUYING 


елы PWC- Dro Curie 
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OBITUARIES .... 


Notify family and friends 
of a loved one who had 
just passed away. 

We accept death notices, 
announcing details of the 
person’s wake and 
interment. For a very 
affordable fee you can 
reach out to everyone who 
have been a part of the life 
of your dearly departed. 
For more 
information, you may 
contact Inquirer Classifieds 
at (02)897 8425. 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716 / 1964371 
0921349710 


Her bereaved husband, ANTONIO; children: SONNY, ALLAN, 
ANNETTE, AILEEN & ANGEE; grandchildren: ANGELO, NICCO, 
ANGELA, LANCE, ENZO, IAN, MARELLA, GABBY & SERENE; 
relatives & friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of her soul, 

Her remains lie in state at Marian Memorial Chapel C. 

Interment will be on July 15, 2007 at Heaven’s Gate Memorial Garden, 
Antipolo City. 


Зоде 


Our Dearly Beloved 
VIOLETA ABAYA PE AGUIRRE 


(February 1, 1930 — July 11, 2007) 
Peacefully joined our Lord and her 
husband, Antonio. 

Her loving sons: Diesel and Popet & Annie; 
grandchildren: Pauline, Alyssa, Jack Michael; siblings, 
Rephews, nieces, cousins, brothers and sisters-in-law, and 
all relatives, request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 
Her body lies in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
located at 12 С. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Tuesday, july 17, 2007 at Holy Cross 
Memorial Park, Novaliches, Quezon City after the 9:00 
a.m. Mass at Arlington. 


Our Dearly Beloved 
Benita Ramon Jao Uy 


Jan. 12, 1915 - July 11, 2007 
Peacefülly joined our Creator at the age of 92 


“Life in abundance comes 
only through Great Love" 


Benita, wife of the late Eugenio Uy Ting Eng (+), is survived by her Children: Leonardo(+) & Fe, 
Federico & Shirley, Amelia(+) & Faustino Pe, Zenaida & Ramon Lim, Gloria & Manuel Uy, 
Francisco & Fe, Pacita & Conrado Co, Antonio & Rosemarie; 

Grandchildren: Eduard, Roland & Gigi, Edwin, Raquel & John Roxas, Leonardo Jr., Maricar, 
Jennifer, Raymond & Jhoanna, Emily & Wilson Tolentino, Brian & Leah, Kirby, Oliver, Joy & 
Ramonato de Guzman, Pearlie & Richard Ng, Sanlie & Philipp Tiqui, Richard, Richmond & Cecil, 
Richwood & Fritzi Gay, Michael, Mark, Marvin, Frederick, Joseph Ryan, Karen Evangeline, 
Theodore ChristopherMatthew, Rafael Angelo, Angelle Rosette; 

Great grandchildren: Catherine, Charles, Claudine, Maryjo, Patricia, Matthew, Angelo Gabriel, 
Julienne Kate, Wayne, Ariana Alexi, Jared Matthew, Ranon Cedric, Simon Nathaniel, Rebecca 
Caitlin 

Her remains lie in state at Chapel "Fir" Rm, 306 SANCTUARIUM 739 G. Araneta Ave., 
Quezon City. A Mass for the eternal repose of her soul will be held on July 17, 2007, 
‘Tuesday, 6:00 a.m. Cremation will immediately follow. 


We design obit for free. 
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At Eastwood LeGrand in Eastwood City's new Palm District, there are no limits to what you can do. P 


Or what you can enjoy. Your home literally bursts with the finest pleasures. From its stunning Art Deco wii à residential unit 
facade and elaborate French interiors. To luxurious suites that swathe you in comfort, f. for as low as 


P18,000/ monn. 


STRAIGHT MONTHLY PAYMENTS for 3 YEARS 
VIRA TO INTREST: NO RESERVATION 

po 2 
Delight in the abundance of all things grand. In an address of impressive proportions. pa NP deo 


Eastwood LeGrand. S 


Here, two fun strips overflow with shops, restaurants, bars, cafés and entertainment hubs. 


‘To topnotch recreational offerings. And to the thrills of City Walk, just a short stroll away. 
Bringing a hip leisure culture right on your doorstep. \ 


se 
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MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


A Memberof 


Le ME 7 Join our Grand Open House on July 14, Saturday a 
AN у 14, Saturday, Ba 
El NN, a 3 from 10 AM to 10 PM at the Eastwood City Grand Showroom. 4 ALLIANCEGLOBAL 


Call us now at (632) 421-4243 or 421-4247 E sivo aiat doque: 


Гы City formation Cente rand Sh ram, Ганно Cis Р. Rodriguer Ir Ave (C5 Queron City 1S0 9001:2000 CERTIFIED. eessmvood.popetescom. 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


TRUCTURAL EXPERTS SAY 
that condominium build- 
ings are designed by archi- 

tects and engineers based on sound 

engineering standards. 


Inoutnex Property recently talked to a struc- 
tural engineer and an architect who gave as- 


surances that the majority of new condomini- 
ums in the Philippines are inherently safe 
structurally. 

Gideon Javier, project management direc- 
tor of Colliers International, said the practice 
of employing and regulating structural engi- 
neers in the country is “very strict.” 

Architect Boy Morcilla, vice president of 
Steel Building Systems and Technologies, 
said a contractor or a developer will not be 


cal government if the building has not been 
constructed in accordance with plans and 
specifications. 

The question is, should buyers take all 
these things for granted? 

Javier and Morcilla said buyers—and the 
public in general—don’t have to be clueless 
even if they are not that knowledgeable in en- 
gineering or architecture. 


HOWTO! B4 


given the proper occupancy permit by the lo- 


r escape to paradise. 


Manhattan Garden City 


AT THE ARANETA CENTER 


Move about or laze around. Work hard or rest easy. 
‘At Manhattan Garden City, you don't even have to choose. 
Joint Venture Partner: 


AKOA 


Here, a 729-meter-long garden walkway links all 20 towers of your residence to the mass 
transit systems. So you can go quickly from home to Ortigas, Makati and major destinations 
along EDSA via the MRT-3. Or to UP, Ateneo and Manila's university belt via the LRT-2. 
‘And since both systems are linked to LRT-1, enjoy a traffic-free ride to Monumento in the 
north and Baclaran in the south. 


With the metro virtually just a train ride away, spend more time relaxing at your home's 
fourth-level garden deck. Take an early morning run at the tree-lined jogging trails and 
walkways. Soak up some sun at the pool complex. Get physical at the fitness station and 
basketball and tennis courts. Or indulge in relaxing activities at the spa and sauna, jacuzzi, 
reflexology path and Tai Chi zone. 


Exclusive Marketing Agent: 


MacaNonLD CanTRAL PROPERTURS, INC 


Enjoy the best of both worlds. Right here at Manhattan Garden City. inquire @cbemanhattangardencirycom 


DEVELOPER: 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


wirw.megaworldcorp.com 
150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 


N DOWN PAYMENT 
d INTEREST FOR 5 YEARS 


For more details, call 


810-3333 or 913-0234 now. 


Visit our SHOWROOM 
at the third floor of the Gateway Mall. 


WATCH FOR OUR NEW SHOWROOM 
аі the SM MALL OF ASIA. 


Timberland Heights: The place 
where everything comes together 
naturally. 


An unbelievable 15-minute drive from the country's 
Legislature in Q.C. will bring you to the majestic 
mountain ranges of San Mateo, Rizal. Nestled on 
one of these emerald jewels is a nature haven called 
Timberland Heights, the vast 677-hectare high-end 
township project that gives would-be residents the 
opportunity to live, work, shop, learn and relax in 
one place. 


THEMED COMMUNITIES 


Timberland Heights encourages you to embrace 
mountain resort living from the moment you set foot 
on its fertile land. The idea of settling down at 
Timberland and making it your primary home 
comes naturally with the cool climate, fresh air, and 
spectacular view of Makati, Ortigas and Rizal. 
Situated on elevations of up to 480 meters above 
sea level, Timberland Heights is twice higher than 
nearby Antipolo. Here, there are several 
communities to choose from, making it easy for you 
do find the home that suits your family's lifestyle. 


With the collaboration of highly esteemed teams of 


both foreign and local designers which includes 
Helber, Hastert, and Fee, CTAA/ACL Asia, Belt 
Collins, Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo (WATG), D+H 
Design Collaborative, R. Villarosa & Architects, and 
DCCD Engineering Corporation, you are sure to 
have the best home possible. 


Mandala Residential Farm Estate (Lots) 


If you appreciate the value of nurturing things that 
grow, then Mandala Residential Farm Estate is the 
perfect spot to hone your green thumb. 


The 40-hectare Mandala combines the 
convenience of having your first Tropical Asian- 
themed home with the privilege of creating your 
own hobby farm. 


Hobby farmers will receive all the necessary 


assistance to make their farming endeavor a 
bountiful success. 


The Agroforestry Center in partnership with the 
UP-Los Baños Institute of Agroforestry serves both 
osa technology and training center. It maintains 
а nursery that showcases the potentials of the 
estate with vermi-culture facility for producing 
organic fertilizers. 

The Kumbasari Produce Market is where 
residents can buy and even sell their homegrown 
produce. 


Mm Abt 
A -Mandala model 


Banyan Ridge (Lots) 


Banyan Ridge is a premiere residential enclave high 
above the city. No other community outside of 
Timberland can compare with the scenic views, 
rolling hills and emerald valley that comprise this 
Tropical Asian village. With a smaller lot cut 
compared to Mandala, your life at Banyan Ridge 
would be cozier and more intimate, making you feel 
that life unfolds perfectly, as it should be. 


The Ranch (House and Lots) 


The neutral-colored bricks, wooden floors and 
relaxed ambience set you up to experience the peak 
of mountain-resort living at The Ranch. Being ontop 
of the mountain gives you the feeling of being far 
away from the hustle and bustle of the city. The 
architecture of the expansive house models are 
well-suited to the rolling terrain and high altitude 
atmosphere of San Mateo. The Hartford, Ridgedeck 
ond Upland house models can definitely live up to 
your family’s high expectations. 


THE GREENWAYS 


Outside of your home, there is much to discover at 
Timberland Heights. Fifty out of the 677 hectares is 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


a Greenway composed d 
parks, hidden waterfalls 
wind around the towns] 
kilometer nature trail thol 
has to offer and it may Ё 
and horseback. 


At Timberland, you don't 
the possibilities of doing 
fishing, climbing, and 
fishing ponds, swim holes] 
canopy walks can Бе foul 
door. 


EXCLUSIVE NATURE СЦ 


Families can share q 
Timberland Sports and 1 
world class country club ti 
of Timberland and hoso 
of indoor sports, recrectio| 


Dads won't have time t 
presence of 6-lane swir 
and tennis courts, gym, il 
pool bars while Moms er] 
spo. The spa consists of о 
rooms and 101reatmentr 


Family and friends con el 


f wooded vales, forested К first-rate sports 
hnd sheltered glades that jos 5 E and recreational 
hip. There is also a 24- à development os it 
|| connects all that nature fs offers overnight 
е traversed on foot, bike г "accommodations 


Whatever time or 
have to go far to explore day it is, 
| activities like camping, ЕС E Timberland 
rappelling. Campsites, { Heights will 
bird watching decks, апа i always hove а 
nd just outside your front T. ` wealth of 

diversion for the 


whole family. 
ue 


pality time together at COMPLETE TOWNSHIP 

lature Club, а 9-hectare t Uno и! 

lat sits onthe highest crest Within a short distance from the residential 4 j 

er 12,000 square meters communities, Timberland Heights has set aside 

inal, and social facilities. areas for a wide range of commercial and business 
centers, health care centers, churches, and schools, 


p think of work with the H is designed to make а family's life more 
hming: pools, badminton 


Indoor wall climbing, and 
joy a luxurious day atihe FILINVEST: INVEST ON SOLID GROUND 


dip pool, a sauna, steam 
boms. Every square meter of land developed by Filinvest is 
а solid testament of the company's commitment in 
nioy a longer stay at the providing the best lifestyle possible for everyone. h mo BS ө» 
Aside from high-end and lifestyle ius. d = UL 
communities like residential farm i: 
estates and township projects 
with leisure components, Filinvest 
is also a market leader that offers 
the best value homes, 
7 condominiums, IT hubs, and retail 
and commercial units located in 
Metro Manila and key cities 
j| nationwide 


Timberland Sports and Nature Club 


convenient in the place they call home. 


ошман 


For inquiries on a 

and future developments 

at Timberland Heights, 

call 727-8017 or log on to 1 {| MEI Y p 
www.timberlandheights.com | TIMBERLAND 


HEIGHTS 


ong ee PERCE RST NN 


Living Everyday 


Just 15 minutes away from Quezon City 


Glasses for progressive learning are 
Po the Rudolf Steiner School 
Mw iin this special ¢ommunity. 


oer ۴ 
esldential Farm’ 


Pin With ease 
77 -һес(аге 


FILINVEST È 


INVEST ON SOLID GROUND 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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: new grounds at CrossWinds jj 


CONTINUING TO BREAK NEW GROUNDS 
as it carries on with the development of its 
Various uniquely masterplanned communi- 


_ tes, maverick real estate developer Brittany 


Corp. marked another milestone with its 
Swiss-inspired mountain retreat in Tagaytay. 
‘CrossWinds, а 70-hectare property south of 
Manila, recently held its topping-off ceremo- 
ny to celebrate the last concrete pouring on 
the last level of the Tower 1 of the Grand 
Quartier 

Gracing the occasion wete Brittany chief 
operating officer Mark Villar, managing direc- 
tor Marylee Sadiasa, vice president for techni- 
cal Rodel Racadio, and Vista Land & 
Lifescapes Inc. presi- 
dent Jing Serrano, 
among many others. 
Brittany is а proud 
member of the hold- 
ing company Vista 
Land, the country’s 
largest homebuilder 


Grand Quartier 

‘The Grand Quartier 
delves into the concept 
of large living spaces 
within a mid-rise devel- 
opment. Taking its cue 
from the vision of a lux- 
urious Swiss mountain 
retreat that dominates 
the lush landscape of 
CrossWinds, this devel- 
opment translates the inspiration into a 70-unit 
condominium that offers an escape from the ur- 
ban jungles of Manila. 

Prominent details such ав overhanging 
eaves, wood patterns, wide balconies and 
steeply pitched, gable roof with varying roof 
lines are incorporated into the architecture to 
recreate the atmosphere of Swiss chalets. 

The Grand Quartier Tower 1 offers studio 
units and one- to three-bedroom residences, 
each with its own balcony. Packages range 
from P2.8 million to P7.5 million. 

Tt is worth noting that CrossWinds continues 
to grow. Scheduled for launching tomorrow is 
Gran Duetto, a model home for Deux Pointe. 


Deux Pointe is the last remaining property on a 
high peak in Tagaytay that is available as a sec- 
ond home. These quaint duplexes offer the lux- 
шу of space with the breathtaking view of the 
lush green landscape. 

Deux Pointe offers 3 house designs: Duetto 
‘Tresor (with floor area of 152 sq m), Duetto Pri- 
mo (floor area, 208 sq m) and Gran Duetto 
(floor area of 225 sq m). Packages range from 
P7.8 million to P13 million. The launch of Gran 
Duetto kicks off with a Mass at 9:30 a.m. 


Premier weekend retreat 
CrossWinds also offers other products such 
as custom home sites for future chalets and 


THE CHARMING CrossWinds Grand Quartier 
dining and living spaces provide well-deserved 
respite to “corporate warriors.” 


N13 К -ОҒЕ CER 
Ng gasa 
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LEADING the topping off ceremonies are 
(from left) Brittany managing director Marylee 
Sadiasa, VP for technical Rodel Racadio, Vista 
Land president and CEO Jing Serrano, and 
Brittany СОО Mark Villar. 


YON? 
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Sorrento a modern community 
in highly developed countryside 


THE FASTPROGRESSING TOWN OF PAM- 
panga is more commonly known as the Culi- 


„ hary Center of the Philippines, and is home to 


BE 


flourishing leisure enterprises such world- 
class resorts, casinos, duty-free shops and golf 
courses. In spite of industrialization in the 
area over the last two decades, the country- 
side has maintained a serene ambiance. 

Understanding the area's potential, Com- 
munities Philippines, the country’s foremost 
regional real estate developer, presents an 
ideal enclave in which to raise families—Sor- 
rento in Mexico, Pampanga. 

‘A proud member of Vista Land & 
Lifescapes, Communities Philippines, also 
boasts a winning track record of building resi- 
dential projects in 13 cities and municipalities 
from Luzon to Mindanao, including Savan- 
nah, a thriving 300-hectare residential estate. 
in Oton, lloilo. Vista Land is the Philippines" 
largest homebuilder offering homes for all in- 


come segments and catering to different 
lifestyles across the entire country. 

The 25-hectare Sorrento, which was the 
company's first project in Pampanga, is now a 
lived-in, thriving community , with a third 
phase recently opened to accommodate the 
increasing number of families who want to 
settle down in this tranquil home site. 


Collection of residences 

Sorrento features a collection of residences 
which draws inspiration from the quaint homes 
and old-world charm of Italy: the Bungalow Se- 
ries includes Chamomile, Cranberry, Citronella 
and Celadine starting with a floor area of 40 sq 
mand two-story models comprised of Lavender, 
Petunia, Amaranth, Crossandra, Althaea, Cy- 
press, Aspen, Sandalwood and Juniper begin- 
ning with a floor area of 66 sq m. 

Home and lot packages range from P1 to P7 
million. 


DEUX Pointe—the only high peak property 
still available in Tagaytay—opens for viewing 
on July 15. 


CROSSWINDS Grand Quartier Tower | will 
soon open more doors to grandeur, 


the Swiss Quadrille—quad units in one wide 
lot that follows the contours of Crosswinds 
hills 

“What we have designed is a premier week- 
end retreat—a place where our weekend war- 
riors can literally be transported into another 
world, all within an hour and a half's drive 
from the city. CrossWinds is the ultimate sen- 
sory experience. Here, one can see, smell, 
hear, touch and taste Switzerland—from the 
architecture to the pine scent from the thou- 
sands of trees that line the streets, and even 
the future commercial spaces that will feature 
European cuisine,” Sadiasa declared. 


Là 


FAST-PROGRESSING Pampanga is home to 
the Italian-inspired, lived-in community of 
Sorrento. 


Strategic location 

Sorrento is near prime commercial estab- 
lishments like SM City Pampanga and Robin- 
sons Starmills. It is conveniently accessible 
from the major thoroughfares of Metro Mani- 
la via the widely improved infrastructure of 
North Luzon Expressway (М.Е). 

Discover Pampanga's continuous economic 
growth and potential while comfortably re- 
Siding in the exclusive, serene community of 
Sorrento, For inquiries, call (045) 636-4495 
to 96 or log on to www.commphil.com. 


How to choose 
structurally-safe condos 


From page B2-1 


Helpful tips 

Even with strict construction 
laws, Morcilla said that one 
must be careful in choosing a 
unit, especially if it is in an old 
building. Here are some help- 
ful tips on choosing structural- 
ly-safe condos. 


Be observant and look 
behind the paint 
works. There might be 
cracks that have been painted 
on. Check for intermittent 
cracks, or cracks traversing the 
cross section of structural 
beams and columns. Weaken- 
ing structural beams form a se- 
ries of cracks. If these cracks 
have not been properly ad- 
dressed, they could lead to d 
aster, especially during a 
strong earthquake, Morcilla 
warned. 

Also be mindful of long con- 
tinuous cracks on the walls, 
which could mean the building 
is "settling" against the earth, 
or a collateral effect from the 
beam failure, or worse, foun- 
dation design failure. These 
cracks will reappear even after 
being patched and painted. 

Differentiate a hairline crack, 
which is superficial, from а 
structural crack. A hairline crack 
would normally be finer, isolat- 
ed, and can be hidden by paints 
and patching compound. The 
best way to validate structural 
wall cracks is to investigate the 
‘opposite side of the wall where 
the cracks appear: If the same 
configuration of cracks appears 
оп the same spot as the other 
side, there is a possiblity that 
they are structural, and thus, a 
major cause for concern. 

And don't underestimate 
small structural cracks. In a 
country like the Philippines sit- 
uated їп the Pacific Ring of 
Fire, earthquakes are more 
common than you think. And 
even when there are no felt 
earthquakes, tectonic plates 
constantly keep moving be- 
neath us, thus resulting in con- 
stant shifting of the land. That 
small crack, therefore, can add 
up over time, and before you 
know it, a monumental col- 
lapse can occur. 


Look at the circuitries, 
Javier advised. “Bring 
in a few of your appli- 

ances, plug them in and tum 
оп all the lights, and see if the 
lights licker or you hear loud 


popping noises followed by 
darkness.” 


Does the building have 
fire alarms? Javier 

stressed condo buyers 
should make sure the building 


has smoke alarms. “So much 
the better if you see a panel in 
the ground floor that lights up 
toshow where the fire is.” 
Check the fire escape. 
Itisn’t enough that there 
is one, Javier said fire es- 
capes should have metal doors 
and the unit's alarm if opened 
from the inside to keep out 


burglars. "Its better ifthereisa + 


“panic' handle.” 


Look for fire sprin- 
kters. They should be on 
ceilingsor beams. 

Look for ventilation. 
“Make sure there is ven: 
tilation, especially in the 

kitchen area for cooking fumes 
to escape, especially if they al- 
low you to use gas ranges in 
the building,” Javier said. 

‘And just like test-driv- 
ing cars, tell-tale signs 
of poor construction 

can be found on doors and 
floors. “Make sure the floors 
are level and the doors open 
and shut well. This means the 
building is well aligned,” 
Javier said. 

‘What do you have to 
do first thing in the 
morning when you go 

inthe building? 

“Don't drink coffee, don't 
smoke, pop into the building 
first thing in the morning and 
see if you can smell pee or see 
stains in the ceiling—it’s a sign 
of faulty plumbing,” Javier 
said 

“Would you believe the 
SARS epidemic spread so 
quickly in Hong Kong because 
the virus made its way through 
leaks in the plumbing? While 
you are atit, flush all the toilets 
to make sure that they are 
vented properly. If not, they 
will not flush well.” 


Open the 
taps and smell the 
water. 


Try to randomly 
talk to an exist- 

ing unit owner 
or tenant and ask about 
problems, not just about the 
building, but also the neigh- 


bors. 

the least wood- 
en component. Partitions and 
ceilings should at least be of 
metal framing and cement 
board ог gypsum board 
cladding, Morcilla advised 


1 2 Hallways and 


staircases must 
terials with 


Choose a condo 


be made of ma- 
at least two 


.hours fire rating. Materials 


must be concrete or those with 
similar properties. 


Manhattan Garden City breaks groun 


Property giant Megaworld Corpo- 
ration and the Araneta Group broke 
ground last June 22 for the first 


CO 
sohattan Ga 


BREAKING 


Development ' Authority Chairman 


phase of their landmark joint venture 


ground 


this July, and it's definitely 


billion over the next four'years to 


aa 


project, Manhattan Garden City. 


"We were supposed to break 


groundbreaking ceremonies of Manhattan Garden City. 


good for our investors and the joint 
venture that this momentous occa- 
sion is being held in advance. This 
just attests to the commitment of 
both Megaworld and Araneta to 
speed up the redevelopment of the 
whole Araneta Center," noted 
Megaworld Central Properties Inc. 
President Anthony Charlemagne 
Yu. Megaworld is allocating P3.5 


Property giant Megaworld Corpora- 
tion and the Araneta Group broke 
ground last week on the first phase of 
Manhattan Garden City. 


develop the project's first phase. 
Along with Yu, Araneta Group 
CEO Jorge Araneta led the ground- 
breaking, rites for the three-tower 
Manhattan Parkway Residence, the 
first phase of Manhattan Garden 
City. The winners of the Bb. Pilip- 
inas beauty pageant, of which Man- 
hattan Garden City is a proud spon- 
sor, joined the ceremonies as well. 
Manhattan Garden City is the 
country's first and only transit-ori- 
ented development that boasts of 
direct connection to two mass tran- 
sit lines: the LRT2 and MRT3. This 
makes going around the metro a 
breeze for its future residents. They 
will also enjoy a wide variety of 
amenities amidst a five-hectare na- 
ture resort setting, Its location at the 
Araneta Center, the country's very 
first leisure and lifestyle center, 


Live in the Splendor of 
[ad mi] 1 a 


SUN, 


ag WOW abe. com ph 


SPORTS & COUNTRY CLUB. 


A landmark development 


Manhattan Garden City is the first 
and only transit-oriented develop- 
ment that features direct connection 
to both the LRT2 and MRT3 lines. 


gives the entire family unlimited 
shopping, dining, and entertain- 
ment choices. 

To know more about the various 
advantages of living at Manhattan 
Garden City, visit the grand show- 
room at the 3rd level of Gateway 
Mall. Or call 810-3333 or email in- 
quire@themanhattangardenci- 
ty.com for a viewing appointment. 


Call: 
(02) 911-2240 


02) 912-9493, (02)912-9494 


of Sta. Lucia Realty 
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OFWs at the forefront 


of RP’s complete 
real estate event 


By Charles E, Buban 


HE CONSIDERS THIS 
event unprecedented and so 
far, the most challenging 
task she has helped organize. 
Indeed, for Rosemarie Basa, the upcom- 
ing Philippine Real Estate Festival 2007—of 
which she chairs—promises to be not just a 
venue where the vibrancy of the country’s 
real estate industry will be showcased but 
also a celebration of restoration of the mar- 
ker's confidence. 
“This four-day event happening from July 


Local Architect Inspired by Rockwell's 
Trend-Setting Innovations 


Premiere developer Rockwell 
Land Corp's signature project, 
Number One Rockwel, sets new 
standards in architecture and resi- 
dential design. With its break- 
through innovation of the Z-Loft, 
One Rockwell 
signals the foray 
of local architec- 
ture into the 
global design 
scene. 

Conceptual- 
ized by ас 
claimed archi- 
tectural firm Pi- 
mentel Ro- 
driguez Simbu- 
lan & Partners 
(PRSP), Num- 
ber One Rock- 
well's Z-Loft of- 
fers two oppos- 
ing views from one end of the build- 
ing to another. Each unit opens up to 
double-height floor-to-ceiling win- 
dows, with the second floor taking 
one across the opposite side for a 
completely different view. 


"Our vision was to provide a solu- 
tion that will break grounds in resi- 
dential developments in the coun- 
try-a solution envisioned to be the 
new benchmark of loft units living," 
says Architect Jun Rodriguez, a 
„y founding part- 
291 ner of PRSP 

| The chal- 
lenge inspired 
his team to 
look for a solu- 
tion never seen 
before in the 
country. "More 
than just mar 
rying form and 
function the 
best possible 
way, we are en- 
thused to fash- 
ion a new 
benchmark for 

loft residence design," he adds. 
According to Architect Rodriguez, 
they first had to do thorough re- 
search and analysis of previous loft 
designs to come up with the Z-Loft. 
"Other designs do not manifest the 


sensitivity and the vision to maxi- 
mize the perk of lofts having views. 
Obstructed views are a major draw- 
back of some loft units, perhaps by 
ongoing construction or existing 
nearby developments, resulting to а 
poor maximization of the loft con- 
cept," he explains. 

Thus they ventured into an ap- 
proach that eventually created the 
Z-type loft concept for Number One 
Rockwell. The first in the Philip- 
pines, it is a new twist in the condo- 
minium lifestyle. Fusing the Z 
with the loft design has resulted in a 
truly world-class innovation. 

"Only in Number One Rockwell 
will residents experience having a 
front seat view of both sunrise and 
sunset. One will immediately feel 
the luxury of space upon entering 
the Z-loft unit, with the living space 
designed with high ceiling and 
panoramic views, Upon climbing the 
stairs, the owner will be treated 
again with the luxury of space and a 
view distinct from the opposite side 
of the building," he expounds. 

Aside from the Z-Loft concept, 


Number One Rockwell's structure it- 
self is a remarkable architectural 
wonder. "The exterior reflects the 
multifaceted and dynamic composi- 
tion of One Rockwell: the glass-and- 
metal interface, the interesting play 
created by the configurations of the 
towers, the tapering heights. Al- 
though of contrasting shapes, with 
the East Tower being angular and 
terraced vis-à-vis the curvilinear and 
concave West ‘Tower, both towers 
look excellent together," he says. 

Working on Number One Rock- 
well has infused more vibrant ideas 
into PRSP "Inspired by Rockwell's 
drive to set trends, we do not simply 
strive to provide solutions but are 
now geared to spawn new ideas that 
will impact on local architecture,” he 
reveals. 

With Number One Rockwell, an 
architectural renaissance in the 
country may just be insight. But for 
Architect Rodriguez, it's all about 
creating innovations: "We are tread- 
ing a threshold that will open up fur- 
ther ideas attuned to Rockwell's vi- 
sion, Ideas that will elevate condo 


26 to 29 at the World Trade Center in Pasay 
City is something to look forward to. 1 consid- 
er this a landmark event since we were able to 
gather all the major stakeholders in both gov- 
ernment and private sectors,” she said. 

Basa added that hundreds of exhibitors 
have already confirmed and will be holding ot 
participating in seminars on real estate, fi 
nancing, career development, marketing, 
strategic planning and business opportunities 
scheduled during the event. 

“The PREF 2007 also included in its pro- 
gram the staging of the Ist Miss Philippine 
Real Estate beauty pageant, the 14th anniver- 
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living. Ideas that will not only im- 
prove lives, but will create strong 
impressions." 

‘To learn more about Number One 
Rockwell, call 793.0088 or visit 
www.e-rockwell.com. 


Need space? Find all the space you need in yo 


r own Z-Loft. 


One Rockwell 


East and West Towers 


Visit The Glass House model unit by the Power Plant Mall or call (632) 7 


0088." www.e-rockwell.com 
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Climbing plants vs global warming 


.GLOBAL WARMING IS UPON US. 
World leaders and leading organiza- 
tions now meet to measure their com- 
Tmitments to carbon emissions reduc- 
“tion. People all over the world are con- 
{scious of our responsibility for global 
“warming caused by greenhouse gases, 
and are learning how to curb it and how 
ito cope with it. 

+ Global warming means polar caps are 
Smelting, ocean levels rising, water 
sources drying up, and food supply 
dropping due to greenhouse-gas emis- 
‘sions. 

; As the planet heats up and its climate 
gets destabilized, countries are now 
finding ways to help cut down carbon 
dioxide that is mainly responsible for the 
‘dirt flushed into the world's air and 
oceans. They are also learning ways to 
‘cope with climate change. Take the 
“Dutch for example. They are now build- 
ing homes that are meant to float as the 
‘sea water level increases. In America 
and in other advanced countries, includ- 
ing some of our Asean neighbors, new 
generation green and energy-efficient 
buildings and homes are being built to 
reduce emissions. 


What can be done? 

Government and big business play 
major roles in the fight against global 
warming. However, for many of us sim- 
ple things can be done which are 
nonetheless effective. 

Cooling your home in a natural way is 
‘one strategy. To do this we need to shield 
our homes from the harsh effects of the 
sun by using climbing plants to cover the. 
walls 


Amado de Jesus 


Climbing plants 

Using climbing plants on the exterior 
walls of our house, especially on the east 
and west sides of the house, adds inter- 
est to the structure aside from improving 
it from an environmental point of view. 
Plants around the house provide a most 
‘welcome shade and help filter dust. 

Climbing plants acting as natural heat 
insulation are known to cut down heat 
from 5 to 10 percent as they form a cush 
ion of air in the vegetation. 

Lush vegetation on the exterior of 
houses can also help cut down on expen- 
sive paint and maintenance costs. 


Types of climbing plants 

One type is the clinging plant. It is 
very difficult to control since it has adhe- 
sive pads that allows it to bond with the 
surface. It has slender thread-like organs 
that cling in the tiniest cracks of the wall. 
Root climbers like ivy, establish their 
roots in moist wall joints which can lead 
to structural cracks. Sometimes the 
‘weight of the plant can exceed the load- 
bearing capacity of the wall which may 
lead to disastrous results. 

‘Another type of climbing plant is the 
trellis climbing plant. It is effective in 
keeping plants away from selected ar- 
eas. It requires a type of framework for 


the plant to climb the wall. The gap be- 
tween the trellis and wall should be be- 
tween 4 and 6 inches to give space for 
the plant to grow well. This gap acts as 
the air cushion providing thermal insu- 
lation. 

‘One popular type of climbing plant in 
the country is Bougainvilla. Its stem сап 
grow as much as 7 inches in diameter af- 
ter many years. The trellis for this type of 
plant should be strong and its gap from 
the wall should be more than 6 inches. 

‘Trellises can be vertical wires at- 


CLIMBING PLANTS provide insulation 


and shading in this green house. 
AF DE SUS B ASSOGATES~ GREEN ARCHITECTURE 


tached to the base of the wall until the 
upper part of the wall. They can also be 
horizontal wood battens. Depending on 
the type of plants to be used, trellises can 
be welded wire mesh with its side 
frames anchored to the walls by metal 
screws. 


Right plants for right wall 

Not all walls or types of surface can 
take climbing plants. Some walls that 
are partly made of wood and would re- 
quire some maintenance procedures are 
best kept free from plants. Walls that are 
structurally weak should also be kept 
free from plants. Brick walls are more 
likely to develop cracks due to root pen- 
etration than other types of walls. Metal 
sidings are also not ideal surfaces for 
climbing plants to thrive in due to their 
need for renovation works in the future. 

As plants continue to grow and ma- 
ture, it is important to keep them away 
from roof gutters as they can crush or 
distort them over the years until they are 
pulled out from the roof eaves frame- 
work. 

Some fast-growing plants must con- 
tinually be cut and maintained to pre- 
vent them from penetrating roof eaves 
and ventilation slats and openings. 

Driving down Edsa across SM Mega- 
тай, one admires the metal trellises that 
are now planted with climbing plants. 
The plants give visual delight to com- 
muters and counter the heat island effect. 
We thank the Metro Manila Development 
Authority for this green initiative 


For comments or inquiries, 
amadodejesus@gmail.com. 


email 


HUNTER DOUGLAS, THE WORLD 
leader in window fashions and archi- 
tectural products, recently launched a 
design competition named “EcoArt, 
EcoBuild, EcoWatch: А Global Aware- 
ness by Hunter Douglas.” 

"This contest is part of the compa- 
пу campaign to encourage architects 
and interior designers to come up with 
green building solutions through envi- 
Tonmentally-sound designs. It aims to 
promote global awareness in nature 
Conservation with the help of Hunter. 
Douglas products such as Green 
Screen Shades and Luxalon Wood 
Grain Linear Ceilings, Claddings and 
Sun Louvre Systems, said Hunter 
Douglas, president and general man- 
ager Gigi M. Lapira. 


For professionals, students 

‘The contest is open to professional 
architects and interior designers who 
are registered members of either of 
these organizations: United Architects 
of the Philippines, Philippine Institute 
of Architects and Philippine Institute 
of interior Designers. 

It is also open to architectural and 
interior design students who are cur- 
rently enrolled, 

“We want to challenge their creativ- 
ity in integrating natural resources, 
human health and community con- 
cerns in coming up with cleaner and 
healthier designs for both occupants 
and the environment,” Lapira said. 


OFWs at the forefront of RP’s complete real estate event ....... 


sary celebration of Citizen Crime Watch/PNP 
Day, the 1st BizNews Asia Real Estate Who's 
Who (BREW) Awards Night, the Fiesta Chinoy 
Day, as well as the 1st Kasaysayan ng Bahay 
(History of the House) Pilipino design competi- 
tion,” Basa informed. 


Timely 
Basa believes the holding of the PREF 2007 is 
very timely considering that the country’s eco- 
nomic indicators are now at an all-time high 
“An extensive analysis of these indicators 
could well lead into a concrete picture of the 


role the real estate industry is currently playing 
to reach this remarkable economic sustainabili- 
ty and development that the country is enjoying. 
right now,” she explained. 

Basa shared that a recent data from the Na- 
tional Statistical Coordination Board revealed 
that the property sector had recorded the fastest 
growth rate among various monitored indus- 
tries in recent months. 

“їп the fourth quarter of 2006, for example, 
gross revenues of the real estate sector grew by 
40 percent compared to the same period in the 
previous year, which marks the 15th consecu- 


tive quarter of double-digit growth for the sec- 
torsince 2003,” she reported. 


OFW remittances 

Basa attributed the industry's strong perfor- 
‘mance to overseas Filipino workers (OFW) re- 
mittances--estimated at $14 billion (about 
P643 billion) this year—wherein a significant 
percentage will go to buying properties or be 
spent on home improvement,” she said 

This is why PREF 2007, Basa informed, has in- 
cluded holding free seminars on a wide array of 
topics on practical investments—from managing 


ona tight budget to detecting fake land titles. 

"We want to ensure the security of their invest- 
ments, so we have invited all the national organi- 
zations and their members who are not only legiti- 
mate industry players but have the capability to 
offer their homebuyers the best package. On top of 
that, we will offer free international phone calls to 
families of OFWs here if they want to coordinate 
with their loved ones abroad on the prospect of 
buying properties here,” Basa said, adding that the 
different embassies and government agencies will 
be at the venue to entertain queries. 

Basa said this is the reason a huge number of 


developers, contrac 
providers have alre: 
“We have reach 
ganizations to join, 
realizing that the PÎ 
of one group or.in 
mations from seve) 
as well as business 
their expertise: In 
will gather all the g 
as honor them for 
enduring success 1f 
industry is reaping 


The finest amenities and services savored in utmost privacy 
At One Serendra, every moment flows with the rhythms of your peace of mind: Amenitles are shared with fewer residents at any given time, letting you unwind in total, 
exclusivity and ease. Nurtute body and soul in the cool, hushed spaces of the clubhouse, or energize in the refreshing privacy of a gym and underground basketball andi’; 
badminton courts. Valet service, concierge, and round-the-clock seturity allow your pursuit of leisure with undisturbed discretion and ease. Abundant in tranquility, dally , 
1 life at Ong Serendra reflects the purity of gracious suburban living in the city 


"a 


CALL (632) 848 5000 EMAIL ask@ayalalandpremier.com VISIT www.oneserendra.com 
Visit the model units at the Serendra Pavilion, 26th Street, Bonifacio Global City, everyday from Sam to Врт. HLURB 175: 10412, 10464, 14646, and 16664 
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Ihould comply with the reg- 
the building code and all 

pecified in the plans should 


designs should be treated 
т Douglas Window Fashion 
hile ceiling covering mate- 
ld be Luxalon Aluminum 
'egrating the Wood Grain 
juxalon materials may be 
th other ceiling materials 
ial designs with faux beam, 
| and drop ceiling. 
with its theme of “global 
|” designs should be eco- 
Inergy-saving and sustain- 


bs should be original works 
cuted by the contestants. А 
can submit entries to all 
rojects but can only win 


ints should submit the fol- 
ginal entry form, all draw- 
[presentation requirements 
ала soft copies in CD for- 
lavi. photocopy of РАС 
pn card (for professionals) 
oto, 
+ for submission of entries is 
p.m. Contestants must sub- 
mies at Hunter Douglas 
Inc, ground floor, Jade 
ing, 33 Visayas Ауе, Que- 


отв and realty-related service 
dy signed up for the event. 
d out to several national or- 
this event and they did after 
REF 2007 is not just a project 
Hividual. We also got confir- 
ral key government officials 
leaders who will be sharing 
iced, this is one event that 
roupsiand individuals as well 
being responsible to the this 
hat-the Philippine real estate 
nowadays,” she said. 


Weekend at The Manors 


ONE WEEKEND, FAMILIES GATHERED AND 
had a pleasant time at the open house at The 
Manors at Celebrity Place, the residential de- 
velopment of DMCI Homes in Capitol Hills, 
Old Balara, Diliman, Quezon Gi 

The days activities started with Sunday 
Mass which was attended by residents and 
special guests, led by DMCI Homes president 
Isidro Consunji and project director Adamor 
“Trinidad. This was followed immediately by 
the blessing of the new model unit (Canter- 
bury Unit 103) and the new sales office (Can- 
terbury Unit 104). 

Guests at The Manors open house enjoyed 
а sumptuous barbecue buffet at the pavilion, 
which was decorated with banig and bamboo 
accents, and light green and white drapes that 
caught the cool breeze. And as if that was not 
enough, guests were also treated to а relaxing 
foot spa and massage. 

The day of pampering and rejuvenation 
‘went on until late in the afternoon for inter- 
ested buyers and walk-ins. It was indeed а 
pleasant day to experience pure indulgence at 
the open house of The Manors at Celebrity 
Place. No one could be blamed for wishing 
the weekend would never end. 


7 residential buildings 

The Manors at Celebrity Place features sev- 
en mid-rise residential buildings built on 
8,975 square meters of prime land. The mid- 
rise walk-up condominium units, measuring 
from 60 to 120 sq m each, are designed as 
flats with single-loaded corridors. Two units 
per floor share a common stairway. Residents 
of upper floor units have balconies, while 
those on the ground floor can enjoy a garden. 

The Nottingham building features four 
units per floor, with two-bedroom and three- 
bedroom units, while the Porchester building 
has five floors and features a dedicated utility 
area on the roof deck. 

The Manors is an ideal place to raise a fami- 
ly in a quiet and secure residential communi- 
ty away from the stressful environment of the 
workplace. Unit owners automatically enjoy 
free playing rights at the Celebrity Club, the. 


recreational, leisure and 
health club, which is located 
right next door. 


Celebrity Club facilities 

‘An Olympic-sized swim- 

ming pool is the center- 
piece of the Celebrity Club. 
Next to it are the kiddies’ pool and the 
splash pool with its giant water slides. The 
club's gym boasts of state-of-the art fitness 
‘equipment. Badminton courts, indoor ten- 
nis courts and a basketball covered court 
are among its other facilities, Residents at 
‘The Manor don’t have to go far to enjoy a 
truly fun weekend, 

‘The Manors at Celebrity Place is another 
prime community developed by DMCI 
Homes. DMCI Homes is the only Triple-A 
builder/developer that provides premium- 
quality, urban-friendly, fully serviced commu- 
nities for young families with modest income 
aspiring to live in comfort with the conve- 
riences of the city. 
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ON DISPLAY at the showroom are the 2- 
bedroom (Asian Contemporary) and 3- 
bedroom (Casual Elegance) units. 
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THE MANORS at Celebrity Place is 
“another prime community developed 
by MCI Homes. 
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Chinese Int’! School 


THE CHINESE. INTERNATIONAL 
School Manila opens in the dynamic 
growing community of Mckinley Hill in 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Thanks to 
two women--Felicia Hung Atienza and 
Maria Louisa Que Sian--who addressed 
the need for such school. 

CISM prides itself in being the first 
school in the country combining an inter- 
nationally rated curriculum with a Man- 
darin-English bilingual immersion. 

Atienza, a graduate of Wharton School, 
'UPENN and a mother of three school-age 
kids, believes in giving the best quality ed- 
uation for her own children, like all par- 
ents do. “А CISM education will give its 
students the stepping stone to apply to the 
best colleges and universities locally and 
abroad,” the CISM president emphasized. 

"The school follows intemational stan- 
dards and will seek authorization from the 
prestigious International Baccalaureate Or- 
ganization based in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Best set of faculty 
Located on Upper McKinley Road in 


udg 
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McKinley Hill, CISM is a private, nonsec- 
tarian, K-12 international school. The 
management has made sure that the 
school, even in its infancy, will have the 
best set of faculty they could get. Its super- 
intendent, Que Sian, is a Harvard Universi- 
ty graduate with long years of teaching 
‘and administrative experience behind her. 

‘The school offers regular academic pro- 
grams from prekinder to high school. 
However in their first year, they will only 


alabang: baliuag 


manila bay 


• ortigas 


See flyers for more details. 


streamline student admissions from pre- 
kinder to Grade 6. Then they will гой out 
the higher levels in each succeeding year, 
The four-story, one-building facility 
housing CISM is contemporary, yet it has а 
very simple and unadomed facade. The 
building, with a usable upper-deck, has ап 
overall linear look, highlighted by metal 
railings below the glass windows. For the 
front facade, the designers chose to put 
Tush landscaping with lovely bougainvil- 


leas to maintain the understated look and 
low-key character of the school. 


Serene landscaping 

Surrounding the almost halfhectare 
property is serene landscaping, comple- 
menting the peaceful background of the 
sprawling McKinley Hill. A covered pedes- 
tran walk from the gate conveniently 
leads right to the building entrance. And 
for some fun time for kids, an open play- 
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Manila rises in McKinley Hill 


ground is set in front, as well as ample 
parking space for the parents and faculty. 

Inside the building, the minimalist and 
straightforward layout is consistent with 
the overall modern theme of the school. 
There is no wasted space, and students 
could easily navigate their way around the 
well-lit corridors. 

The rooms follow a modular design 
with the classroom as the basic module. 
For the bigger spaces such as the library, 
multipurpose hall, and canteen, the mod- 
ules were combined, providing sufficient 
space for their specific purpos 

"his recent addition of yet another sig- 
nificant institution in McKinley Hil is true 
to Megaworld Corp.'s vision of a total Live- 
Work-Play-Leam environment. 

"McKinley Hill does not only offer the 
residents a fabulous place to live in, but the. 
entire development also keeps in mind 
their personal and family needs to experi- 
ence total living satisfaction without even 
having to leave the neighborhood," noted 
Megaworld FVP for Marketing Noli Her- 
nandez. 


Manila Bay 
Home Depot 
is now Fully 
Open 


‘The Home Depot Group also announces 
its next expansion site in San Fernando, 
Pampanga 

The strip of Macapagal Boulevard is 
now fast becoming the hub of several com- 
mercial strips starting with the opening оГ 
several restaurants beside the Petron sta- 
tion at Blue Wave a few years back at the 
comer of EDSA and Macapagal Blvd. With 
more and more commercial developments 
like the gigantic Mall of Asia and high rise 
luxury condominiums rising in the Bay 
Area, the timing cannot be more than bet- 
ter for the grand opening of Manila Bay 
Home Depot, the latest member of the 
Home Depot Group. 

Located right across World Trade Cen- 
ter, there's one more reason to visit the fa- 
mous sunset boulevard for homeowners 
and trade professionals alike. With the 
‘opening of Manila Bay Home Depot, shop- 
pers get the same one-stop-shop advan- 
tage from its sister outlets like Ortigas and 
Westgate Alabang Home Depot, including 
its Home Price Guarantee, assuring buyers 
getting the best prices possible compared 
to other home centers. 

‘The new Manila Bay Home Depot is a 
two-level fully enclosed home center hub 
that satisfies shoppers with their home in 
terior and construction requirements. It 
also carries the store-within-a store con- 
cept that made it popular among home- 
owners and homebuilders alike. Its friend- 
ly and knowledgeable store assistants are 
always ready to answer customer queries 
or about ideas they may suggest to the 
novice buyers. 

With the World Trade Center serving 
several popular tradeshows all throughout 
the year, professionals and enthusiasts of 
various trade disciplines can now also visit 
Manila Bay Home Depot right across 
whether to just browse for ideas or check 
out the latest trends in home and building 
products. 

During the grand opening, Managing 
Director Ferdinand Co announced the 
launch of its Customer Loyalty Card - 
"With this card system, this would be how 
уге reward our customers who have been. 
loyal to us through the years. Its a cascad- 
ing reward system that offers prizes and 
rewards based on milestones a customer 
reaches. Rewards are given when a cus- 
tomer reaches milestones based on the 
sales that they accumulate. All the sales in- 
formation is stored in our computerized 
customer database and every time they 
reach a certain milestone, an equivalent 
reward is given. Unlike raffle prizes, it is a 
game of chance. In our reward system, ev- 
eryone isa sure winner.” 

He also took the opportunity to an- 
nounce the site of its next Home Depot 
‘which will be in San Fernando , Pampan: 
ga. Even if there is a large demand for con- 
struction materials and home furnishings 
in the area of Pampanga, most of the Pam- 
pangefios still have to go to Manila to shop 
to get a wider variety of choices. 

“Our site is conveniently and promi- 
nently located along the south Manila 
bound lane of North Luzon Expressway at 
the corner of Olongapo-Gapan Road . It is 
a commercial hub development by the 
House of David Group. Aside from San 
Fernando Home Depot, several commer- 
cial developments will take place in the 
area like a restaurant row, retail strip anda 
condotel." Says Co. 

San Fernando was recently cited as the 
Most Outstanding Sangguniang Panglun- 
sod in Central Luzon by the DILG and the 
Most Business-Friendly LGU Award for 
North Luzon by PCCI. 
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This is the story of a simple boy froma 
sleeny town in Camarines Sur who 
moved to the city, created a name in 


fashion, lost everything and gained 
everything back - and more 
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darin Oriental's Blondel room 

is spinning with the creative 
chaos otherwise known as a fash- 
ion shoot. Shu Uemura's husband 
and wife team Claire and Ricky 
Diokno are prepping the models. 
Photographer Jill Lejano is setting 
up the lights for the first layout. 
Soon, six million pesos worth of 
jewelry from Bvlgari arrive, along 
"with a bodyguard. 

Fashion designer Avel Bacudio is standing 
right in the middle of this fashion flurry, with 
а rack of his fresh creations waiting to be 
мот amd photographed. The clothes play 
with a mix of three colors - off-white, black 
and powder pink. The designs are offbeat but 
still classic - a far cry from the club wear he 
used to design in the late nineties. 

‘Then again, that whole scene - hotel room, 
fancy clothes, expensive jewelry - is a far cry 
from the life Avel grew up accustomed to. 


Fashion flashback 

Avel was born and raised in Buhi, Ca- 
marines Sur where he was the ninth of ten 
children. "Di kami pinanganak na mayaman, 
di kami pinanganak na meron talaga," he 
said, remembering his childhood. 

Interestingly, it was spending years wear- 
ing his siblings" hand-me-downs that first 
awakened his love for clothes. "Yung mga 
pinaglumaang damit, napupunta sa akin. 
Nakikita ko yung mga damit tinatastas ng 
nanay ko at nililiitan." 

Life was not easy for Avel's family. He used 
to sell malunggay for extra cash. For some 
meals, they would share a single egg to eat 
with their rice. "Dinagdagan namin ng kama- 
tis para dumami." And when food was hard to 
come by, his siblings would knit bonnets and 
he would sell them. "Minsan may ihahatid 
akong bonnet kaya lang bumabagyo. Nahu- 
log ako sa bangin pero nakataas pa rin yung 
kamay-ko para hindi mabasa yung bonnet. 
Ang kapalit kasi nun pagkain namin," 

When his mother passed away, he and his 
siblings moved to the city to live with their 
other siblings who had already started their 
own families. Avel ended up living with his 
sister who also took care of him when he was 
achild. 

It was his father's dream for him to become 
an architect. He studied architecture for a 
short time before he realized it just wasn't for 
him. "Ako yung ayaw mag-aral sa aming 
magkakapatid. Gusto ko mag-alaga lang ng 
mga pamangkin ko. Yun ang goal ko sa buhay 
ko." 

Even in high school, he says all he did in 


I t's Thursday morning and Man- 


class was sketch, Recognizing his potential for 
fashion, his sister sent him to Cora Dela Rosa 
to study design. There was an interschool 
competition where Avel ended up winning 
two of three awards - Illustrator of the Year. 
and Best in Filipiniana. 

His creations soon caught the eye of Plaza. 
Fair which hired him as an assistant designer. 
He was only 17 years old. 


Dreaming in Paris 

His stint at Plaza Fair lasted three years. He 
then went on to help establish the Young De- 
signers Guild and build his own name in fash- 
ion. He joined the Philippine Young Designers 
Competition where he was chosen as the 
Philippine representative in international 
contests in Japan, Hong Kong and Paris. 

Soon, Avel was surrounded by other fash- 
ion designers like Robi Lolin, Frederick Peral- 
ta, Eddie Castro, Lesley Mobo, Inno Sotto and 
Richard Tan who became his friends and 
mentors. He says he will never forget some- 
thing Richard Tan said to him when he was 
worried about his communicating skills. "Hin- 
di mo kailangang magsalita nang magsalita 
Hayaan mong ang damit mo ang magsalita 
para sa iyo." 

The bonnet-carrying boy from the province 
had gone a long way - but Avel had no plans of 
forgetting his roots. 

He remembers the first time his creations 
took him to Paris. "Its every fashion designers. 
dream to go there. I couldn't believe it was re- 
ally happening." 

During that December trip, he woke up in 
the middle of the night thinking it was all a 
dream. He got out of bed with his eyes closed 
and walked to the window to stick his arm 
out. "Sabi ko sa sarili ko, kung mainit sa labas, 
panaginip lang lahat. Kung malamig, nasa 
Paris talaga ako." When the icy cold air hit his 
skin, Avel broke down and cried. 

He still gets goosebumps when he remem- 
bers that moment. 


Back to nothing 

His flair for fashion did not just take him to 
different places around the world, it also 
helped improve the lifestyle of his family. But 
Avel's rags-to-riches tale was far from over. A 
falling out with a partner led to the loss of al- 
most everything he worked for. 

"Nawala lahat," Avel said. Everything - 
from cash to cars. For a time, Avel believed his 
fashion career was over, He grabbed this 
downfall as a chance to learn lessons. "I real- 
ized that when you're on top, people are there 
with you. But when you're not, you'll see who 
will stay true.” 

Buta television show pulled him out of the 
darkness. "Wansapanataym ng ABS-CBN ang 
nagbangon sa akin," Avel said. The show, 
which reenacted fairy tales, enlisted Avel to 
create costumes for the cast. Avel says thats 
where he learned the importance of research. 
Using books, DVDs and asking for the help of 
friends, he discovered characters he had nev- 


er heard of before. "I would ask friends, ano 
ba yung Rapunzel? Hindi ko alam yun." 

Soon, his career was flourishing again. He 
started designing clothes for a number of 
celebrities - including Boy Abunda, Ruffa 
Gutierrez and Kris Aquino. Thanks to word of 
mouth, his list of loyal clients continued to 
grow. 


Second coming 

Despite his success, Avel has never let go of 
his provincial past. He holds on to his memo- 
ries- they keep his feet planted on the ground. 
Even until now, the boy who was used to 
hand-me-downs is still alive in him. "When 1 
have new clothes, sasabihin ko sa pamangkin 
ko, suot mo muna, pag luma na ibalik mo sa 
akin." Or he would keep washing the clothes 
to wear them outa litle. 

He allows himself one indulgence - shoes. 
Avel was already in fourth year high school 
when he experienced the joy of having his own 
new pair of shoes. "I still remember - they were 
green and white. Lotto yung tatak. Katabi ko 
matulog pati yung kahon." Now he has around 
150 pairs of shoes - and he loves his pairs from 
Alexander McQueen and Helmut Lang. 

Still, he has no intentions of forgetting his 
humble beginnings. He believes it helps him 
appreciate what he has now even more. "I get 
starstruck. At marunong akong magpasala- 
mat. Ang sarap ng pakiramdam na may 
naniniwala sa iyo at mayroong may respeto sa 
iyo. 

He just has one regret - that his mom was 
never able to enjoy his success. "Sana nabil- 
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‘Somehow, he has found a way to make his 
clothes accessible to everyone. Aside from his 
special designs, he also has a ready-to-wear 
line available in SM Megamall, Makati and 
Mall of Asia. 

‘And he's not done yet. He intends to focus 
on denim next - he already studied it in Los 
Angeles. While he plans to create custom- 
made jeans that are a little more expensive, 
people will also have access to a ready-to- 
wear denim line through Boardwalk, the di- 
rect-selling brand which Avel has been work- 
ing with for a couple of years now, "They're re- 
ally the best bosses. They give me so much 
freedom as an artist. Napakabait nila," he 
said 


Real people, real muses 

Avel says regular people who he sees walk- 
ing around inspire him. "They're the ones who 
will wear your clothes," he added. 

He doesn't have anything against models - 
but he was the one who requested to use "real 
people" for this Super! shoot. 

Days after the shoot, we were sitting in a 
coffee shop talking about his life when it hit 
us that without planning to, Avel 

had managed to put together a group of 
women who represent the people who help 
keep a fashion designer's career thriving. 

. „ Theres Linabelle Villarica, the loyal client. 
{ Angie Limbaco, an expert in marketing, Jean 
Garcia, the actress slash celebrity. Barbi Chan, 
Ehe makeup artist. These women come from 
[different industries that have an impact on 
J the fashion world - society, business, enter- 
; "tainment, beauty. 
T But more than just "real people,” these four 
"women are special people to Avel - they are 
some of his favorite clients, his good friends, 
his muses. 
‘And undoubtedly, the adoration is mutual. 


:Well-loved 
Avel is well-loved by the people he designs 
lothes for. Its no big surprise. This designer 
Sis known to fly to the United States just to de- 
liver his creations straight to his clients 
“doorsteps. This kind of care is something fans 
of his designs appreciate. His relationship 
with them goes beyond fabric. In fact, he will 
most likely read this article on a plane on his 
‘way back from the US, where he flew just to 
attend the debut of one of his clients. 
Avel's magic doesn't end at sketching, de- 
“signing and envisioning creations that look 
good both on the runway and in real life. His 
stitches do not stop at clothes - he weaves 
friendships and relationships and these never 
goout of style. 
His clothes may speak for him - but his lack 
of pretension says even more. 
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When shopping is everything 


Delight yourself in the diverse shopping experiences with endless variety and stylish trends. Discover everything 
you desire from great bargain hunts to world-famous brands. With fabulous discounts and superb services, 
you'll find that Hong Kong truly is the shopping mecca of the world. In-between your shopping, come and enjoy 
“A Symphony of Lights”, when buildings on both sides of the harbor erupt in a spectacular display that 
Guinness World Records has crowned the "World's Largest Permanent Light and Sound Show”. 
This year’s Hong Kong Shopping Festival is more exciting than ever, as it coincides with a host of celebrations 
marking the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of Hong Kong as Special Administrative Region of China. 
Visit DiscoverHongKong.com for more information. 


Use your Visa card in Hong Kong and win a return trip to Hong Kong 
Prizes include round trip Cathay Pacific plane tickets for two to Hong Kong, with hotel accommodation, 


ыйа айша “Hong Kong Living Culture" tour, US$1000 credit on card to your Visa card, and exclusive premiums if you 
Chaire and Ricky 
Diokno of Shu 
Jewelry: Bvlgari 
Location: Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel 
Special thanks to. 
Heaven and Eggs, 
Charisse Chi п, 
Xchosa Taganas 


use your Visa card in Hong Kong during the Hong Kong Shopping Festival with minimum purchase of HK$ 100." 
Join the Hong Kong Shopping Festival Promotion now! 
ul li IT! 


Visit www.visa.com.hk for more details. 


#Terms and conditions apply. Per DTI Permit No. 2778. Series of 2007. 
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ELBA brings people together 


on those special days, 
or when just staying at home 


Special occasions, family gatherings, or just preparing all the 
sumptuous food for friends or family, ELBA brings people together. 
With the energy that provides warmth to relationships and 
friendships and keeps the spirit of sharing alive. 

ELBA cooking appliances, with a wide range of choices of 

hobs, ovens, and range hoods, gas or electric, have become 

рап of many homes, relationships, and togetherness 

ELBA, the heart ofthe kitchen. In the heart of home, 


® 
a Baay maa ый олик 0 
the heart of your kitchen 


COOKERS FROM ITALY “RARE 


BUIEN OVENS * HOS ANS DOMINO HOBS » RANGE HOODS 
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Country club living at home 


At Ayala Greenfield Estates, living a permanent country club lifestyle while staying close 
to life's practicalities is no longer just a dream. 


“Sanctuary” means different things to different people. For some, it means soothing all“ recreation not justas occasional indulgences, butas priceless gifts to be enjoyed daily. The re- 
macy al surroundings. For others, it means a broad range of leisure facilities, Whichever way cent opening of additional lots at The Woodland Trails, а section of Ayala Greenfield Estates. 
aaa is defined, Ayala Greenfield Estates is a home that lives up to the meaning of the that is expecially close to the village amenities, provides a particularly good opportunity to 
word. Only 20 minutes from Alabang, this residential and golf development delivers rest and live this uncommon lifestyle. 


Residents at The Woodland Trails can easily access the all-weather, I8-hole, par 72 championship, 
course is considered one of the Philippines best. Membership is exclusive to lot owners. 


The 15-hectare Nature Park of Ayala Greenfield Estates i ils, Next to the golf course is the Ayala Greenfield Golf and Leisure Club, where more 
“This space can be used for picnics, camping, fishing, and biking. ‘options for relaxation are housed. The club's veranda dining hall overlooking the golf 
course isa popular entertaining spot for 


| Theintnity poolat Ayala Greenfield Estates has 
remarkable views of Laguna de Bay and the 
Metro Manila cityscape. This poolis part of the 
bma чи an е Ayala Greenfield Estates is a 350-hectare residential and golf development in Calamba, Laguna. ts elevated location provides views of Mount Makiling, 
Haya and indoor and [outdoor basketball and Laguna de Bay, and Tagaytay Ridge. 


badminton courts For further information, please call 848-5000, log on to wwwayalalandpremier.com, or email ask@ayalalandpremier.com. 


WayalaLafidPremitr 


Oy 20 minutes from Alabang, the 


magic of Ayala Greenfield Estates awaits. 


Within this haven lies The Woodland Trails, 
a special neighborhood where homes are 
enveloped by trees and country club living 
is virtually outside your door. 


Be at the heart of leisure with the infinity 
pool, the championship golf course, and 
extensive sports facilities of Ayala Greenfield 
Estates just a short walk away. 


Perfection is now closer than you think. 


A 
To arrange a guided tour of 
Ayala Greenfield Estates, 
please contact a representative at 
848-5000, log on to 
wwwayalalandpremier.com 
or email ask@ayalalandpremier.com. 


Additional lots now available. 
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With Harry mania in full swing, and new 
bookstores popping up in the city, the 
story has become the headline 


his is how my full 
time job became сит THE 
saving the world. InP ow: 
Trall began, 1 believe, one af- 
ternoon long ago in Haight Tals Diaz 
that legendary 
nosed geeks or decrepit old 
ter of gravity in the 60s for all. Benedictine monks like in "The 
things peaceful, loving and Name of the Rose." This girl 
long-haired. After scouring the . looked like she belonged in a 
funky rec S amd tie. rock band, о ч 2 3 
We [ү к усы T Park arcat aeaa А NO ARTIFICIAL COLOR AND FLAVORING. 
had wandered into a dusty, sec- I finally spoke up, and asked. 
‘ond hand bookstore. Old books for "Zen and the Art of Motor - + 
ith yellowing pages were cycle Maintenance,’ which was NO ARTIFICIAL PRESERVATIVES. 
piled from floor to ceiling and recommended by а friend, T 
tucked’ into shelves as if they said. She squinted her eyes t0 e. T "a m 2 
‘were arranged by a dyslexic li- convey concentration, and NO SYNTHETIC INGREDIENTS. 
brarian tripping on LSD. then mouthed the authors. 
iting serenely behind a name. "Pirsig. Robert Pirsig.” m 
unter was an icylooking, She then got outofher seatand NO TRANS-FATS. 
cooler-than-thou femme with skipped through the rows and 
shocking purple hair, pierced rows of books categorized by Р 
зеца рот пар ie аа No MSG. 
unaware of my presence be-\ the exact book 1 asked for and © 
cause she was wholly absorbed handed it to me. It was the last. 
in her crumbling paperback. copy, "Here you go," she said. 
She had soon felt my gaze, for And then, still with a steely 
she looked ир, and asked me if added, "Your friend was 
I needed help. was still trying trying too hard to impress 
to reconcile the various ele- у 
ments that composed the pic. '' There were two valuable 
ture, It was like looking at a lessons | learned that after- 
postcard where a person was noon as a college student on. 
Photoshopped into a scene... summer break in a neighbor. мөн. «SM Mall of Asia 
Years of age-old notions had’ hood famous for breaking free А 
соба Of age-old notions had. od батона quar Опе, а ER StACity Manila > AyalaCemter Сары Ваай Supermarket Makati. SM Cy Sta Rosa.“ SM City Clark 
books were safeguarded by ei- was guilty, guilty, guilty oflim- - Bonifacio High Street Taguig = Trinoma 
ther tightwad librarians, drip- ‘ANOVEL/D2 8 9 


SM City North EDSA tival Supermall, Alabang *SMCity Pampanga SM Megamall 


vail of exclusive treats 7 з 

jou cansharewithyour «HOTELS & RESORTS y 9) ерд m. 
family and friends when you " му 5 Vad шшш 

present your SM Advantage Card. 2 
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iting people with stereotypes. That isthe dm 
ger with perception - İt is often mistaken for 
reality, And number two - 1 wanted to work in 
a bookstore, 

Well, you know how that old Chinese 
proverb goes, to be careful what you wish for 
and all, My life compass had eventually led 
me many years later to work somewhere in, 
thesstratosphere of a local bookstore. It made 
perfect sense, after all. If you deal everyday 
with the currency of words, then a bookshop 
would be the national treasury. 

So whats lt like? Working in this па 
treasury? The’ general perception is that its 
easy Lest get inta details, tis quite the oppo- 
site -it is tough, and the dark circles under my 
‘eyes are proof of it. Let's justisay that I am nó. 
big fan of JK Rowling anymore! 

‘Butthere are good days. A lot of good days, 
in fact, and it goes beyond seeing pretty cov. 
ersand having easy access to the stories way 
before the.movie comes out. See, I realized 
ће соге of some- 
thing bigger something that was alive, 
«breathing and growing, for I was living in the. 

‘world of ideas. 

Every person that walked into thestore, те. 
gardless of age or status or race, contributed 
tofthat divine foree, A And, ا‎ timea 
person opened а book, ponder poem, 
or became. inspite bya story, he had already 


Photography: NICCOLO COSME e Sittings Edit 


mit was the revolution of the mind. 

‘And that is how I've come to believe that I 
can save the world from inside a bookstore. 

So ir came to. pass that the bookshop 1 
called my office, from its humble beginnings, 
had unwittingly and recently become the: 
biggest bookstore in the country. I call it the 
daytime club of the metropolis chat is fully 
‘booked with VIPs « Very Intelligent People. 

One of those VIPs had wondered aloud 
whether we were part of en obsolete enter- 1 
prise. For in this hyperfast era, it seems almost 
imminent that the electronic book or e-book 
could very well replace our beloved hardcov- i 
ers and paperbacks, just as how the iPod oblit- 
erated vinyl records and CDs. After vehe- 
mently rejecting the thought, my colleague | 
teased ааз bibliophiles, we were attached | 
to "ће romance" of it all. It was the truth. It + 
‘was the romance of the scent of pages and | 
coffee, of believing that a certain passage was"! 
‘meant for you at thé singular moment, of | 
‘bringing words along as your only friend in | 
lonely travels. It is seeing a kid absolutely | 
mesmerized; by ће story of а bespectacled 
young wizard battling а foe Who-Must-Not- 
Ве -Named, and realizing the true magic was 
bring part of sparking: that chis imagiha- } 

ion, 

Romance? But of course itis, and itsa kind. t 
of noble love. Because just as how we fall in: | 
Tove with people, We fall in love with ideas 
too, I's a kind GE heroic love, for it's those very 
‘ideas that we've to liveby and fight for. 

Let itibe known then » save the bookstore, 
sive the world, 
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Use your Metrobank Card on any gas and grocery purchase 
and get a chance to win a year's supply for free! 


Use your Metrobank Card on your gas and grocery purchases to earn 
raffle coupons which can win you any of the 100 gas and grocery credits 
worth up to P 5,000 at stake monthly. And on the grand draw, you may 
be one of the two lucky winners who will enjoy as much as P 10,000 
monthly gas and grocery credits all year round for FREE! 


Purchase 

P1,000 - P 1,499 
Р 1,500 - P 1,999 
Р 2,000 and above 


Number of Raffle Tickets. 


o hurry! Swipe your gas and grocery purchases 
for more chances of winning! 
Apply for a Metrobank card now! 
Call 8-700-700. 


@1метғовднк 


See flyers for details. Promo Period is from June 8 to August 31, 2007 only. Per DTI-NCR Permit Number 2482, Series of 2007 


B 


ye in goad hanes. 


will never 
replace the 
hardcover 


ENJOY AN EVENING OF SONGS AND BARKADA FUN! 


Friday, August 10, 2007 
8:00 p.m. 
PICC Plenary Hall 


sponsored by: 


prap KA AE 


Ticket prices at P3,000.00, P2,500.00, P2,000.00, P 1,200.00 & P500.00 
Tickets available at Major National Book Store branches, Major Robinson's Department Stores, 
Music One Макай and Alabang outlets and selected Ayala Malls. i 
For ticket inquidos and reservations, please call |. + M at 891-9999 or log on at vevwtiokolworidicom ph. 


E 


“alpa 


INTRODUCING 
THE 'M LITE MASTERCARD 
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[METROBANK 
You're in goed hands. 


0 
2.49 Yo. THAT'S INTEREST IN YOUR BEST INTEREST. Interested? Apply Now! 
Minimum interest. Maximum savings. Spend, shop and save with ease. Call 8-700-700 


With the 'M Lite MasterCard, your best interest is in .mind Issued by Metrobank Card Corporation а joint venire of BliMermomane and ANZ 
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Party passion 
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Joyment. No invitee had a clue of the mis- 
chief Axe Vice would figure in that night. 
Midway through the party, а mysteri- 
биз scent crept in and consumed the 
place. What was meant tû be the biggest 
of the. year suddenly turned into a 
| „notorious scene of passions 


WANDERS is a one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills 
ош best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 
It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 
to captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 
vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures, the show also highlights 
gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 


by flamboyant performers from China and Russia. 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
Ticket prices: P3000 « P2500 • P2000 « P1500 • P1200 


Tickets are available at. 


Produce by: 
CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL For inquiries contact telphone numbers (632)852-7758 / 54 


akas na dulot ng Vitamins A, р, B Cop, 
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loy ang sustansya 
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[THE NEW FACE OF 
ALPHA 
CONSUMERISM? If 
professional line waiter 
Greg Packer is an early 
adopter, then | don't 


weary from rolling its collec- 

tive eyes at Paris Hilton's 
douchebaggery—thought it was 
safe to exhale, it was dogged by a 
new set of hysterical headlines. 

Nope, it wasn't Nicole's possible pregnancy, 
though that dominated a slow news day. 
(Somewhere, Jennifer Lopez weeps and bul- 
lies Mare Anthony into sperminating her 
nownownow.) Neither was it Nick and Vanes- 
за тасу vacay pics. (A couple having sex? 
Yawn.) It was something no one expected to 
journey into our gossip-clogged neuroses: the 
iPhone. 

For us in the media biz, the awesome awe- 
someness of the iPhone was hardly a secret, 
we had already been privy to its multitasking, 
mind-reading, parallel-parking wonders as 
сапу as January this year. What caught every- 
one--especially me—by surprise was the 
power-geekiness of some of its devotees, 


Ji WHEN THE WORLD— 


News of the weak 

‘On June 25, two dudes laid claim to being 
Manhattan's "very first iPhone line waiters.” 
Of couitse, they weren't waiters who spat in 
your food, but waiters of the time-suckage 
kind. As proof, they camped outside Apple's 
Fifth Avenue flagship store a full 110 hours 
before the overhyped thingamabob even 
went onsale, 

Local NYC blog Vicarious Music spotted 
the duo that Monday afternoon holding 
signs and bumming food and MetroCards 
from puzzled onlookers. The crazy campers 
told them they intended to stay in line until 
Apples outpost in Midtown Manhattan 
opened four days later. 

|The second waiter has remained anony- 
mous, but the alpha guy has been ID'd as Greg 
Packer. In a subsequent interview with Giz- 
modo.com, Packer fessed to being an 
unattached retiree, which explained the hor- 
rific amount of free time he had. (Which prob- 
ably explained why he was unattached as 
well. Off-topic, 1 know.) 

As it turns out, Mr. Packer is a professional 
line sitter and has done this before, if his 
Wikipedia profile is even partially true. "Ас. 
Cording to the Nexis database from 1994 
through 2004, Packer has been quoted or 
photographed at least 16 separate times by 
the Associated Press, 14 times by Newsday, 13 
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times by the New York Daily News, and 12 
times by the New York Post. His strategy is to 
appear at a likely news event and offer short 
statements to reporters. Although he always 
gives his real name he has admitted to making 
things up to get into the paper.” OMG. Totally 
unnecessary. Comedy gold! 


Non-Brangelina adoption, blah, 
blah, cough 

If life were a slasher flick, Greg Packer the 
eager beaver would've been the first to die. 
Bur it's not, which pokes a serious hole in that 
analogy. Fortunately its not the only analogy 
in the world. So instead, lets say that life is 
one big market study and Greg “iPhony” Pack- 
er is what you'd call an early adopter. Yes, I 
promise this is going somewhere, 

‘Unrelated to the Angelina Jolie definition, 
adoption is the psychological process by 
which a new idea or product is embraced by 
the marker, The rate of adoption, therefore, is 
the speed that this new idea spreads from one 
consumer to the next. 

From what I learned in my international 
marketing classes—cough—the Everett 
Rogers Diffusion of Innovations Theory states 
that for any given product category, there are 
five categories of product adopters. From the 
top to the bottom of the chain, they are the: 
innovators, early adopters, early majority, 
late majority, and laggards. 

Focusing on the early adopters, these peeps 
are normally the ones who dive headfirst into 
a trend. As so-called social leaders, they are 
the first to know, try and buy a new idea, light 
years ahead of the late majority (generally 
Skeptical and lower on the socio-economic 
pecking order) and the laggards (those who 
unironically latch on to stuff when its totally 
dead and unhappening). 

From the way it sounds, it seems that being 
an early adopter, and the bragging rights that 
come with the tag, is something to aspire for. 
However, as d-bags like Greg Packer ruin ev- 

THE CASE/ES 


Why being the first to 
know, the first to try, 
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ARKETING TRIUMVIRATE SHU 
M Demure, Motorola, and Globe Plat 

inum recently launched the Break- 
through Design Art Competition together 
with Metro Magazine at the exclusive, 32 
McKinley at Forbes Park. To celebrate the 
launch of the Breakthrough Design Art Com- 
petition, Shu-Moto-Globe and Metro called 
оп guests to take part in a symbolic process as 
they put the conclusion together to renowned 
sculptor, writer, and designer Owvian Castril- 
los coated black iron sculpture, Break- 
through, created especially for the competi- 
tion launch. "The participation of the guests 
in creating the sculpture through embellish- 
ment signifies the importance of the dynam- 


F nd 


| Ruby бап 


Creating a breakthroug 


ics between all parties involved,” she adds, al- 
lowing guests to have their own effect on the. 
final outcome of the sculpture—indeed a true 
breakthrough! 

‘An innovative, groundbreaking competition, 
the Breakthrough Design Art Competition en- 
courages everyone with an exceptional chance 
to showcase their work in the multi-faceted 
venue that only Shu-Moto-Globe-Metro could 
trail blaze, allowing artist exposure in the beau- 
ty, telecommunications, retail, and media in- 
dustries. The artist whose piece that best evokes 
the breakthrough concept with the Shu-Moto- 
Globe ethos in mind will receive P50,000 cash, 
50,000 worth of Shu Uemura products, the 
latest Motorola handset, and a Globe postpaid 
plan subscription for one yeas, an artwork in- 
stallation at Shu Uemura counters, Motorola 
concept stores, Globe Platinum Lounge, and an 


EARLY ADOPTERS MIGHT BE THE PROBLEM. Despite great 
buzz, МВСУ "Studio 60 оп the Sunset Strip" is still a ratings loser. 


The case against... 


From page Et 
erything by lowering the bar, be- 
ing an early adopter has kinda be- 
come undesirable. 


anywhere that was next and 
achingly trendy, and hum along 
to tunes from artists you have yet 
to discover. Advertising execs 1 
have met told me 1 was either a 
dream case study or a marketer’s 
‘worst nightmare. 

Technology, however, has lev- 
eled everything and being an eli- 
tist at heart, che quest to be the al- 
pha-est among the alpha con- 
sumers eventually lost its appeal. 
Thats when this wry post- 
teenage intellectual became an 
even bigger snob. Why be a VIP 
when everyone and their fat un- 
cle can be a VIB right? 

But now back to the iPhone. Pro 
line waiters may find the bandwag- 
оп fun but again, 1 don't see the 
point in rushing to buy something 
or lining up for anything, especially 
first-generation gadgets. 1 leamed 
that lesson through a buddy who 
bought the first-ever iPod at our 
university computer store in De- 
cember 2002. (iPods then were so 
primitive that there were separate 
models for Mac and Windows) 
Now, he tells me his old iPod dou- 
bles as a nifty dumbbell. LOL. 

Perhaps its the lemming men- 
tality that turns off. How can 
some people be so gullible? Then 
again, it could also be the fact 
that most marketers and advertis- 
ers undermine my intelligence as 
a consumer by pummeling me 
with obvious hype disguised as 
news. (Whew. I strongly suspect 
that someone put these iPhone 
crazies up to this. Fakeout!) Do. 
Not. Want. 

Whatever it is, Гуе decided that 
I don't envy today’s early adopters 
at all; it seems like they're trying 
too hard to buy society's accep- 
tance by always wanting to be 
first. With the likes of Greg Packer 
‘emerging as the epitome of alpha 
consumerism, the trend snob that 
Ive turned into does not view ear- 
ly adopters as the trailblazing de- 
cision-makers they once were. 1 
now pity their kind. To be hon- 
est—and this may sound harsi 
actually think they're losers. 


Alpha consumers: Blech? 

Tn fact, it seems that an early 
adopter backlash is brewing. An- 
alysts have cited NBC's frankly 
brilliant and amazingly over 
looked “Studio 60 on the Sunset 
Strip" as an example, 

Despite the tremendous word- 
ofmouth "Studio 60" has been 
receiving, its ratings have been 
sliding steadily. Viewership has 
declined, hemorthaging 20 per- 
cent over two episodes, accord- 
ing to an article in New York Mag- 
azine. “Oddly, this is happening 
just as the show is cementing its 
water-cooler status around ће 
Kind of places that have Fiji Water 
in their coolers,” observes the 
Daily Intelligencer. 

But the editors behind the sec- 
tion also offer a hypothesis: 
Maybe its those blasted early 
adopters that are precisely the 
problem. See, in a bid to lure its 
target audience—the moneyed, 
pleasure-seeking, Vanity Fair- 
reading kind of alpha con- 
sumer--NBC has been offering 
full episodes of "Studio 60" on its 
website. Each one has skippable 
single-sponsor commercials and 
the Nielsen hasn't been able to re- 
flect the whole thing in any way. 

‘The program's sophisticated 
urban audience is exactly the 
type who would try these new- 
fangled channels, and maybe it's 
their enthusiasm that’s flushing 
their beloved show down the 
crapper. "n other words: The 
people watching “Studio 60" 
might just be an advertisers wet 
dream—if only they didn't skip 
all the ads,” ends the editorial. 


Too hood to care 

Truth be told, I used to be an 
early adopter myself, or at least 1 
think I was one, I was usually the 
first kid in my school to cop a pair 
of premium jeans, be spotted 


| 
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editorial spread in Metro Magazine as the un- 
'beatable prizes. Shu-Moto-Globe-Metro togeth- 
er believe in the advocacy of living with art, the 
winning piece will also be incorporated into 
Shu Uemura packaging, Motorola skins, Globe 
Platinum cards, and the cover design of Metro's 
February 2008 issue. Indeed a breakthrough in 
itself, the Breakthrough Design Art Competition 
is only the first of Shu-Moto-Globe's manifesta- 
tions of its tenet: Love Art, Live Art, and Make 
Ап. Log on to the competition's website for 
more details, htp://breakthroughde- 
sign.com ph, entries are due August 31, 2007. 
"The response to the evenings theme and ad- 
vocacy was enormous, with many of the guests 
dressing up and interpreting Breakthrough 
Couture and at the same time gamely taking 


er 
24 


part in the symbolism of adding their pieces 
and leaving their marks on Owian Castrillos 
Breakthrough work. With Free flowing drinks 
from Premier Wines, Alize & 3 Vodka, Zen 
Restaurants Japanese fare & Mary Ann Tinio’s 
newest menu of Italian offerings topped with 
winning Motorola's latest must-have handset: 
the KRZR K3 loaded with a Globe line as prizes 
and premium items from Shu Uemura and 
Metro Magazine as goody bags, it was indeed 
an evening of many breakthroughs! . 
The Breakthrough Design Art Competition is 
presented by Shu Uemura, Motorola, Globe 
Platinum and Metro Magazine. It is also sup- 
ported by Alize and З Vodka. For more informà- 
tion and entry into the competition, log onto 
hetp://breakthroughdesign.com.ph 
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THE METRO'S FASHION MAVENS HAVE DE- 
clared a moratorium on the color black. 
‘The reason behind the ban? Dandruff. 
Believe it ог not, 44% of Filipinos suffer 
from dandruff. With that much embarrass- 
ment floating around, black clothing—no 
matter how flattering—is just a disaster wait- 
ingto happen epid 
1 “Because this dandruff epidemic remains 
The stylish set unc Rd, we ed compaia to aka sure 
that every member of fashionable Manila will 
has banned th be spared this embarrassment—until then, all 
things black will have to remain at the back of PAM Quiñones 
С a our closets,” reads the fashion manifesto the 
‘color black - and a fashion mavens signed. 
While a great outfit will get you far in the 
realm of fashion, a true sense of style demands 
for a good reason { | endo бид. That includes making sure 
P that the flaky white curse will not ruin a black 
ensemble or cause its wearer shame again. 


Asa result, the country's most notable fash- 
ion experts, stylists and insiders are cam- 
paigning for a Ban on Black, until such time 
that fashionable Manila will be given a clear 
solution. 

In recognition of the fact that 44 out of 100 
Filipinos suffering from dandruff are likely to 
take their style cues from the city's local fash- 
ion authorities, they are making a concerted 
effort to jolt the public to recognize this long- 
standing dandruff dilemma. 


6 Shangri-La Plaza’ 


SEASON-ENDER SALE 
FROM JULY 13 TO 91. 


Come to the hottest sale this season as 

Shangrila Plaza holds its season-ender 

sale from July 13 to 31. Enjoy discounts 

= } of up to 75 per cent from participating 

Taguit fashion, health and beauty, home and 

р: furniture, and appliance shops, plus а 
Whole lot more, 


Enjoy soothing instrumental music оп 
Friday and Saturday nights while you 
3 shop. Featured performances at the 
Race to 24 different Grand Atrium during the season-ender 
sale are as follows: Intermezzo, a flute 
1 24-hour stores and е concert on July 13; Journey 
j У de s of Sounds featuring Aya Yuson and 
eRe a Within 24 hours Manuel Lantan on July 14; Moonlight 
ipa Cl Serenade featuring Jay Cayuca on July 

$ 20; Pizzicato, a piano and violin concert 

А On the 24th of July. оп July 21: Beyond Jazz and Nova Bosa 
Na : : featuring Joel Galang and Jessi 

The first of 24 teams Jadloman on July 27; and Jazz Duo 


Т featuring Dave Harder and Aya Yuson 
Wins P240,000. оп July 28. Performances start at 7 pm. 


Aside from great shopping and 
entertainment, catch the season's 
blockbuster movies at the state-of-the- 
art Shang Cineplex. So, hurry put on 
your shopping shoes and get ready for 
another pleasurable experience at the 
Shang, the country’s premiere lifestyle 
destination, б 


Shangri-La Plaza is located at EDSA 
cor. Shaw Bivd., Mandaluyong City. Mall 
hours are from 11 am to 9 pm from 
Mondays to Thursdays, 11 am to 10 pm 
on Fridays, 10 am to 10 pm Saturdays, 


Sign up iow at any McDonald's and 10 am to 9 pm on Sundays 


! 
store nationwide. Application М h (Y 
deadline is on July 18. 2007 :(B open ours For details, call the Marketing Division 
А 4 uer: at 633-7851 or log-on to www.shangrila- 


plaza.com 
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S cial for candy bar Twix, and, g 
to an unverifiable source in Wikipedia, : 
олсе a topless dancer. But there is certain- Ў 
ly more to Charissa Saverio—better known as t б 
DJ Rap—than her model-worthy features. Ў m Па Pau ap 
March, she was voted as the “Мо. 1 Female in — | " BBS OF т 
= World" by the femme-friendly electronic Bj ПОТОЛОГУ 1) Ito l: i * 
‘The British DJ has been a prime mover of г FJectrolyog 

drum-n-bas she burst into the scene in ч SOF Pop 
the early 1990s. On Saturday, July 27, she will N 

a special hou arehouse 135. In- 

; the Yakal Street club has also been 

cooking up a series of '90s nostalgia nights, 
first with their “Back to ABG's" party last June 
30, which will be followed by their upcoming 


'SevenEightOrange" tribute next Saturday. 


Escape to Alchemy 
The closing of the short-lived Escape Club. 
in Libis has left many Quezon City club-goers 
‘yearning for another weekend pa 
That was until Ak y opened its doors last 
and Julia Vargas Ave. 


endly O Café; Liquid, a cozy 
for hip-hop and R&B fanatics; and 
happening house and chillout spot, at the top. 
level. With its sleek design, progressive con- 
cept, and reasonable cover charge ( 
Alchemy should give it 
arunfor their money. 


A taste of France 
Ever since Sofitel took over the man: 
ment of The Philippine Plaza, 24/7 h: 
l exciting activities that have 
This weekend, it is the storming of 
the Bastille at Spiral with a grand culinary, 


Enjoy іс revolution wher 
culinary treasures of Ile de France, Prov 
Bretagne, Lyon, Languedoc-Roussillon are of- 
d in honor of Bastille Day, the French In- 
day. 24/7 is looking forward to 
зе platter combined with unlimited 
French wine and champagne, and the finale 
of Mille feuille also popularly known as 
napoleon) and Crepes Suzette among oth 
As if that isn't enough, a visual feast will be 
prepared especially for women as designer 
Puey Quiñones presents French-inspired 
haute couture gowns. Another treat for Spiral 
guests are the makeovers and advice from 1 А 
Tancóme makeup artists on this day and on f David 
the 14th as well, treats from Lancôme and a А ka 
chance to win any of these gifts: A haute cou- t essories Designer 
ture gown specially designed by Pu 
Quiñones; accessories by Arnel Papa, а опе. 
On-one personalized makeover consultation 
with Lancôme chief makeup artist Gela Lau- 
rel, Miracle Forever Perfumes, Lancóme Ulti- 
mate bronzing pack and gifts from Jewelmer. 
For reservations and more information, 
please call 551-5555 extension 6988 or 1086. 


More Super! 24/7 events: 
July 14, Saturday 


Sound, Chillitees, Swissy, Kinky Hooters, 
Hilera, Indio I, & Corporate Lo-fi at Saguijo; YELLOW LABEL 
‘The Dawn, Hilera, Taken by Cars, & Mint Car TEA 
at Mag:net Café (High Street); Rewired w/ DJ m за 
‘Adrian Cuenca at Warehouse; Sarah Geroni 
lenciano at Araneta Coliseum 
Marjorie со & Nityalila Saulo at Instituto Dad 
Cervantes; Deep Down & Discofied w/ DJs | TH 
Кап 1y & Marie Garcia at Fiamma; Но IN THE ZONE. 
DJs Benjo Marquez & Jason Soc M 
esta w/ Soundsgood DJs at Embassy — 
ine; Rouge w/ DJ.Red-I & Soul Flowa at 
; BluRoom at Martinis Bar; Sexy Sat 
urdays at Absinth; DJs Jon Herrera & Tolo 
Bote at Temple; Guarana at Café Havana 


Greenbelt; House Music at Mezze; D. 
Scratchmark & Bliss at Prince of Jaipur; Arri- e 
Ъа at Café Havana Malate; Massive Saturday: 
at Bed; Family Affair at Merk's R 


July 15, Sunday 

Wawi Navarroza: Abducted at Insituto Cer- 
vantes; Amorsolo retrospective at UP Varga: Imagine being at work and you're racing against the clock; thing is, you're so tuned out from work that 
‘Museum; Terry Berkowitz: Malaya Lolas 3 x 
ССР Main Gallery; Nuevo Ritmo at Café He. the best you can do is scan blankly through this newspaper. What'do you do? Just get in the Zone, 
vana Greenbelt; riel & Marissa de Leon. 
Yopa exhibit at nd ARN Gon where you experience a state of complete mental focus that lets you get your work done. 
certino at Azzurro Linden Suites; Jazz Sunday 
тикин Meet eight unique and successful professionals who know exactly what it's like to be in the Zone, 

ight uniq р y 

July 16, Monday’. — ant making work their cup of tea - literally. Just drink a few cups of Lipton Yellow Label ot Green Tea and 
(High Stree); Sandwich and Sugarfree ai you get enough Theanine to stay focused and get in the Zone! 
70s Bistro; Happy Mondays w/ Borgy Мап. 
otoc at Embassy Cuisine: BluRoom at Marti 


his Bar; Arriba at Café Havana Greenbelt; | visit us at www.getinthezone.com.ph 
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By Angelo Comsti 


T IS , THE PEOPLE 
ПЕ ‘him that singer 
songwriter Miguel Es- 
cueta holds responsible for 
inspiring him to play music. 
Born: to a family of musi- 

| cians, 23-year-old Miggy 
grew up with a drum-play- 
ing father, an opera singer as 
an eldest sister, two piano- 
playing sisters and a guitar- 
playing younger brother. He 

| even “credits Parokya Ni 
Edgar as an influential play- 
er in his career, “Their song 
“Harana was one of the 
songs that.truly influenced 
me into wanting to play gui- 
tar. It was the very first song I 
learned.” But he started 


MUSIC MAN. Miggy Escueta 


showing interest in music 
only in 1999, when he was a 
freshman in high school. 
"That was when I started , 
learning how to play the gui- 
хаг, thanks to the help and 
influence of my peers. And 
as I learned the guitar, I sang 
along to the songs I played as 
well. I started performing in 
high school. I was in a band 
with several of my batch 
mates in Southridge. We'd 
play alternative rock songs 
of our favorite artists. I guess 
it started because of our 
common interest and `раз- 


sion for music.” 

Sadly, the road to band stardom 
ended in college when they wentc 
todifferent schools: some even go- 
ing abroad. This didn't stop him 
from playing though. He decided 
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compliment each other pert 


Bru: We always get in the Zon 
we have tea together. It le 

on using our different strengths to 
come out with artwork that intrigues. 
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focus 


SOARING ON THE SUCCESS OF THEIR 
latest album, We Stand Alone Together, 
Bamboo, the Philippines! premier rock 
band and Penshoppe's newest ambas- 
sadors of music and style, gears up to 
rock the nation with Penshoppe's 
Sounds of Style at the Ayala Trinoma 
Activity Center on July 22, Sunday, 4 
p.m. Fronted by top Pinoy rock acts 
Chicosci and Stonefree and joined by 
Myx VJ Search finalists, it is Bamboo's 
first major concert as Penshoppes 
newest endorser. It is also a fitting pre- 
lude to a nationwide campus tour that 
will bring Bamboo to campuses in ma- 
jor cities all over the Philippines. 

Penshoppe's Sounds of Style also 
celebrates the launch of the Penshoppe 
flagship store at the metro's newest, 
hippest mall. The third to open after 
previous flagship stores at SM Mega- 
mall and SM Mall of Asia, Penshoppe's 
Ayala Trinoma store promises the ulti- 
mate style and shopping experience 
for the youth with its spacious, indus- 
trial-chic interiors and fun interactive 
areas. 

Inspired by the King's Cross Station 
from the hit Harry Potter series, arched 


MUSIC AND STYLE. Bamboo with 
and Einar 


steel ceilings and brick columns ard 
some of the details that recreatd 
edgy industrial feel of an old trai 

tion. Unfinished surfaces, rec 
‘wood floors, and exposed beams 
the train station concept a hip; тој 
twist. Shoppers can groove to the | 
beats at the listening station or takd 
tures and surf the Internet at an in- 
iMac station, Flat-screen. TVs а 


am E. 
Its a Rap .... 
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Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ RO at 
Gweilos Makati; Chemical Under- 
ground at Absinth; Retro Nights at 
Azzurro Linden Suites; Family Affair 
at Merk's; Mariel & Marissa Lopa ex- 
hibit at Mezze 


July 17, Tuesday 

Deep Space feat, DJs Benjo Mar- 
quez & Jason Soong at Embassy Club; 
Cuisine Royale w/ DJ Manolet Dario 
at Embassy Cuisine; Coffebreak Is- 
land at-70s Bistro; SPIT at Mag:net 
Café (High Street); Electronica Night 
at Fiamma; '805 and '90s Night w/ DJ 
Jeff at Temple; Jazz Night at Mezze; 
Sparkle w/ DJ Patch at Absinth; 
Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; 
Open Mic Night at Club O; Piano 
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Nights at Azzurro Linden Suites; 
Aretha & Souled Out at Merk's 


July 18, Wednesday 

Manifesto feat. Nyko Maca+Play- 
ground, Kate Torralba, Crowjane, Ju- 
lianne, and Vince Noir Project at 
Saguijo: Session Road at 70s Bistro, 
Sandwich, Let's Go Streaking, Fishkill, 
& Jeff's Crib at Mag:net Café (High 
Street); House of Soul w/ DJs Benjo 
Marquez & Jason Soong at Fez; W 
Wednesdays w/ DJs Karl Ty & Cao 
Ocampo at Embassy Cuisine; Lush: 
Smooth R'n'B at Fiamma; DJ Marie 
Garcia at Rock Candy; DJs Mars Mi- 
randa & Johnyverse at Embassy Club; 
‘Mishmash at Absinth; 90s Night w/ DJ 
David Ardiente at Coquina: Live Rock 


Bands at Temple 
DJs Kimozave & 

of Jaipur, Arriba 

Greenbelt ; Merk &| 


July 19, Thursdd 
Eileen Sison & 
Café (High Streel 
Night at Piedra; Se 
ing Pluto, Rink: 
Salamin at Saguij 
Tribo Manila at Me] 
ever Thursdays а 
Mistress at Café I 
Backtrack Thursday 
Radio Coquina 
Mic Night at Azzul 
World's Fastest Ор 
Groove at Merk's; 
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By Angelo Comsti 


T IS THE PEOPLE 
ЕЎ him that singer 

songwriter Miguel Es- 
cueta holds responsible for 
inspiring him to play music 
Born to a family of musi- 
cians, 23-year-old Miggy 
grew up with a drum-play- 
ing father, an opera singer as 
an eldest sister, two piano- 
playing sisters and a guitar- 
playing younger brother. He 
even credits Parokya Ni 
Edgar as an influential play- 
er in his career. “Their song 
“Harana was one of the 
songs that truly influenced 
me into wanting to play gui- 
tar. Itwas the very first song I 
learned.” But he started 
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showing interest in music 
only in 1999, when he was a 
freshman in high school. 
"That was when I started 
learning how to play the gui- 
tar, thanks to the help and 
influence of my peers. And 
as I learned the guitar, Isang 
along to the songs I played as 
well. I started performing in 
high school. 1 was in a band 
with several of my batch 
mates in Southridge. We'd 
play alternative rock songs 
of our favorite artists. I guess 
it started because of our 
common interest and pas- 
sion for music.” 

Sadly, the road to band stardom 
ended in college when they went 
todifferent schools, some even go- 
ing abroad. This didn't stop him 
from playing though. He decided. 
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Trinoma on July 
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compliment each other perfectly: 
$ Bru: We always get in the Zone wh 
lye have te: 

оп, using our different: strengths! to. 

соте out with artwork thatifitrigues. 


together. It lets us focus ^ 


SOARING ON THE SUCCESS OF THEIR 
latest album, We Stand Alone Together, 
Bamboo, the Philippines’ premier rock 
band and Penshoppe's newest ambas- 
sadors of music and style, gears up to 
rock the nation with Penshoppe's 
Sounds of Style at the Ayala Trinoma 
‘Activity Center on July 22, Sunday, 4 
pm. Fronted by top Pinoy rock acts 
Chicosci and Stonefree and joined by 
Myx VJ Search finalists, it is Bamboo's 
first major concert as Penshoppe's 
newest endorser. It is also a fitting pre- 
lude to a nationwide campus tour that 
will bring Bamboo to campuses in ma- 
jor cities all over the Philippines. 

Penshoppe's Sounds of Style also 
celebrates the launch of the Penshoppe 
flagship store at the metro's newest, 
hippest mall. The third to open after 
previous flagship stores at SM Meg 
mall and SM Mall of Asia, Penshoppe's 
Ayala Trinoma store promises the ulti 
mate style and shopping experience 
for the youth with its spacious, indus- 
trial-chic interiors and fun interactive 
areas. 

Inspired by the King’s Cross Station 
from the hit Harry Potter series, arched 


pre 


MUSIC AND STYLE, Bamboo with 
and Einar 


steel ceilings and brick columns ard 
some of the details that recreate 
edgy industrial feel of an old train 
tion. Unfinished surfaces, recy 
wood floors, and exposed beams 
the train station concept a hip, mo 
twist. Shoppers can groove to the | 
beats atthe listening station or taki 
tures and surf the Internet at an in 

iMac station. Flat-screen TVs ai 
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Don't Like Mondays! wy DJ RO at 
Gweilos Makati: Chemical Under- 
ground at Absinth; Retro Nights at 
Azzurro Linden Suites; Family Affair 
at Merk's; Mariel & Marissa Lopa ex- 
hibit at Mezze 


July 17, Tuesday 

Deep Space feat. DJs Benjo Mar- 
quez & Jason Soong at Embassy Club; 
Cuisine Royale w/ DJ Manolet Dario 
at Embassy Cuisine; Coffebreak 1s- 
land at 70s Bistro; SPIT at Maginet 
Café (High Street); Electronica Night 
at Fiamma; '80s and '905 Night w/ DJ 
Jeff at Temple; Jazz Night at Mezze; 
Sparkle w/ DJ Patch at Absinth; 
Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; 
Open Mie Nisht at Chih O: Piano 
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Nights at Azzurro Linden Suites; 
Aretha & Souled Out at Merk's 


July 18, Wednesday 

Manifesto feat. Nyko Maca+Play- 
ground, Kate Torralba, Crowjane, Ju 
lianne, and Vince Noir Project at 
Saguijo: Session Road at 70s Bistro; Café (High Stree 
Sandwich, Let's Go Streaking, Fishkill, Night at Piedra; Se 
8 ЈеГ Crib at Mag:net Café (High ing Pluto, Rink 
Street); House of Soul w/ DJs Benjo Salamin at Sagun 
Marquez & Jason Soong at Fez; W Tribo Manila at Me 
Wednesdays w/ DJs Karl Ty & Cao ever Thursdays a 
Ocampo а! Embassy Cuisine, Lush: Mistress at Cafe | 
Smooth R'n'B at Fiamma; DJ Marie Backtrack Thursda: 
Garcia at Rock Candy: DJs Mars Mi- Radio Coquina 
randa & Johnyverse at Embassy Club; Mie Night at Azzu 
Mishmash at Absinth; 90s Night w/ DJ World's Fastest О 
David Ardiente at Coquina: Live Rock Groove at Merk's 


Bands at Temple 

DJs Kimozave & 
of Jaipur; Arriba 
Greenbelt ; Merk & 


July 19, Thursdd 


Eileen Sison & € 
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to go solo and try his luck doing 
acoustic since it was that time 
when that particular genre was at 
its peak. During his sophomore 
icollege year in Ateneo, he joined 
radio station Magic 89.9's Acous- 
tic Break Competition. He bagged 
the 1st runner up title and conse- 
quently, gigs at different school 
events, proms and corporate pro- 
ductions in and out of Metro Mani- 
1а, The win also landed him his 
very first taste in the production of 
an album, Along with the other 
contestants, he was invited to cov- 
er three tracks, one of which got 
him a nomination for Best New 
Male Recording Artist at the 2005 
Awit Awards. When everything 
seemed to be going his way, Miggy 
decided to put his musical dreams 
on hold to give way to his studies. 
With no definite career path and 
no job out of graduation, he start- 
ed to doubt whether to continue 
pursuing his music. At this point, 
his manager George Mercado got 
him to hold on. “He encouraged 
me to keep at it and said that 
something was bound to come. 


Luckily, aths with, 
» 


record label.in October 2006, 
Miggy has been writing and 
recording songs, promoting his 
debut album and performing be- | 
fore a crowd of thousands. Obvi- 
ously, there's nothing stopping 
him now. 

The people who currently in- il 
spire the young singer are Chris | 
Martin of Coldplay, Jason Wade of 
Lifehouse, and John Mayer | 
“These singer-songwriters inspire 
me to improve everyday towards 
becoming the best musician that 1 
can possibly be,” he adds. “I would 
like to be known as an excellent | 
and unique singer-songwriter that 
performs even better than he 
sounds on the album. I always try | 
to be disciplined in practicing and 
preparing for shows because I 
want people to always feel that + 
watching me live is worth the time 
they put in to just see me per- 
form.” In that sense, you can add 
his growing legion of fans (apart 
from his family, Southridge 
friends, Parokya Ni Edgar, bis 
manager, Chris, Jade and John) as 
among the people accountable for 
„this promising bundle of talent we 
~know as Miggy Escueta. i 


k.. Aa 


club Pen member Dawn, Nikki, Vicky, Heart 


plush chill out lounge area complete 
the interiors of the store. 

Penshoppe’s Sounds of Style will be 
followed by Bamboo's nationwide cam- 
pus tour, which is set to blaze across Ce- 
bu, Davao, Baguio and Manila. For 
more details on the concert, visit 
hetp://wwwpenshoppe.com/ or the 
Penshoppe flagship store at Level 1, Ay- 


* ala Trinoma. 
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Available at all leading department stores nationwide.. 
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Photography is my journey. 

it's taking documentary photos or 

making fashion editorials, it is important 

to have reasonable judgment and a 

creative character. A cup of tea gets me 
in the Zone and helps me zero 


in on exactly what | want. 

Sometimes, you cannot 

depend on your eyes when 
// your mind is out of focus.” 


|Chrismyx at Prince 
at Café Havana 
Friends at Merk's 


шагапа at Ма 
р; Fabric: Fashion 
гето, Hilera, Pump- 
Collective, and 
bi. Latin Night w/ 
ze; Fluxxe: What- 
‘Absinth; Reggae 
Iavana Greenbelt; 
sat Club O 
at. Coquina; Open 
[rro Linden Suites; 
|n Bar at Bed, The 
BluRoom at Marti- 


nis Bar; Johnoy & Kakoy at 70s Bistro 


July 20, Friday 

Reggae Night w/ Milagros Dance- 
hall Collective at Mag:net Café (High 
Street); Kerplunk Night at Saguijo; 
House of Soul w/ DJ Jason Soong at 
Alchemy; Destination: Bossa Live! at 
Captain’s Bar; Chill by the Bay at SM 
Mall of Asia; FunkFry at Mezze; Sala 
Ibiza w/ DJ Karl Ty at Nuvo; Elektro 
Disko w/ DJ Adrian Cuenca & Ms Bad- 
Kiss at M Café; DJs Mark Naval and 
Owens Sun at Embassy Club; 
Decadance w/ DJ Boyet Almazan at 
Jill's; House Sessions at Fiamma; DJ 
David Ardiente at Coquina; Blu Room 
at Martinis Bar; МШЕ: Mom Love Fri- 
days! at Absinth; Soul Shine w/ DJ 


Marie Garcia at Embassy Cuisine; Jive 
Fridays at Temple; Arriba at Café Ha- 
vana Greenbelt; The Jerks at 70s 
Bistro; DJ Scratchmark at Prince of 
Jaipur; Nuevo Ritmo at Café Havana 
Malate; Drag-on! Fridays at Bed; 
Route 70 at Merk's 


Schedules may change without prior 
notice, For a complete listing of events, 
text 24/7 GIGS through your mobile 
phone and send to 2851 (Globe) and 
2951 (Smart). Submit your schedules 
before Tuesday to events@mag24- 
7.com and mag24 7 
yahoo.com. Vote now for the 24/7 
Nocturnal Awards 2007! Log on to 
www.mag24-7.com/awards for de- 
tails 
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plush chill out lounge area complete 
the interiors of the store. 

Penshoppe's Sounds of Style will be 
followed by Bamboo's nationwide cam- 
pus tour, which is set to blaze across Ce- 
bu, Davao, Baguio and Manila. For 
more details on the concert, visit 
htp://wwwpenshoppe.com/ or the 
Penshoppe flagship store at Level 1, Ay- 
ala Trinoma. 
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‘sat Club O 
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nis Bar; Johnoy & Kakoy at 70s Bistro 


July 20, Friday 

Reggae Night w/ Milagros Dance- 
hall Collective at Mag:net Café (High 
Street); Kerplunk Night at Saguijo; 
House of Soul w/ DJ Jason Soong at 
Alchemy; Destination: Bossa Live! at 
Captain's Bar; Chill by the Bay at SM 
Mall of Asia; FunkFry at Mezze; Sala 
Ibiza w/ DJ Karl Ty at Nuvo; Elektro 
Disko w/ DJ Adrian Guenca & Ms Bad- 
Kiss at M Café; DJs Mark Naval and 
Owens Sun at Embassy Club; 
Decadance w/ DJ Boyet Almazan at 
Jill's; House Sessions at Fiamma; DJ 
David Ardiente at Coquina; Blu Room 
at Martinis Bar; MILF: Mom I Love Fri- 
days! ar Absinth: Soul Shine w/ DJ 


Marie García at Embassy Cuisine; Jive 
Fridays at Temple; Arriba at Café Ha- 
vana Greenbelt; The Jerks at 70s 
Bistro; DJ Scratchmark at Prince of 
Jaipur; Nuevo Ritmo at Café Havana 
Malate; Dragon! Fridays at Bed; 
Route 70 at Merk's 


Schedules may change without prior 
notice, For a complete listing of events, 
text 24/7 GIGS through your mobile 
phone and send to 2851 (Globe) and 
2951 (Smart). Submit your schedules 
before Tuesday to events@mag24- 
7.сот and mag24 7 
Gyahoo.com. Vote now for the 2477 
Nocturnal Awards 2007! Log on to 
www.mag24-7.com/awards for de- 
tails. 
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FTER 18 SEASONS, 400 EPISODES, 
As innumerable awards and honors 

(including a Peabody, 23 Emmys and a 
designation from Time magazine as the “best 
television show of the 20th century”), “The 
Simpsons” will be hitting the big screen. And 
it’s a good thing, too, because it takes a wide 
screen to fully capture Homer Simpson's epic. 
stupidity. 


Catastrophe 

In the eagerly-awaited film based on the hit 
television series, Homer must save the world 
from a catastrophe he himself created. It ай be- 
gins with Homer, his new pet pig, and a leaky si- 
Jo full of droppings—a combination that trig- 
gers a disaster the likes of which Springfield has 
never experienced. As Marge is outraged by 
Homer’s monumental blunder, a vengeful mob 
descends on the Simpson household. The fami- 
y makes a narrow escape, but is soon divided 
Бу both location and conflict 
"The Springfield citizenry has every reason to 
pê out for Simpson blood. The calamity trig- 
gered by Homer has drawn the attention of US 
President Arnold Schwarzenegger and Environ- 
ема! Protection Agency head Russ Cargill 
(voiced by Albert Brooks). “You know sir" 
Cargill tells the president, "when you made me 
head of the ЕРА, you were applauded for ap- 
pointing one of the most successful men in 
America to the least successful agency in gov- 
ernment. And why did I take the job? Because 
Tm a rich man who wanted to give something 
back. Not the money, but something.” That 
“something” is a devil's plan to contain the dis- 
aster. 

Аз the fates of Springfield and the world 
hang in the balance, Homer embarks on a per- 
sonal odyssey of redemption—secking forgive- 
ness from Marge, the reunion of his splintered 
family, and the salvation of his hometown. 

For creator Matt Groening, The Simpsons 
Movie the chance for the filmmakers and audi- 
ence to experience something the show, even 


with its myriad honors and enormous cultural 
impact, couldn't offer. “We wanted to tell a long- 
form ‘Simpsons’ story on the large canvas of a 
motion picture screen, and hear a theater full of 
people laughing at the same time,” says Groen- 
ing. 

Eighteen years 

As early as the show's first season, the studio. 
had approached Groening and co-executive 
producer James L. Brooks about turing the 
television phenomenon into a motion picture. 
But then, as the show's legions of fans have 
wondered, why did it take 18 years to bring 
“The Simpsons” to the big screen? 

Al Jean, the series current showrunner and a 
writer/producer on the film, offers some in- 
sights: “We waited 18 years to make a film, be- 
cause we didn't want to do it just because we 
could; we wanted to make a movie because it 
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Were's the lowdown on 
The Simpsons Movie. 
As if that's not cool 
enough, we have 
interviews with Bart, 
lisa and the rest 

of their crazy family 


designer: 


y, had to be the 
"gowing number of 


pIoyEes ай the supervisor of 
à Staying focused on my 
designs while 1 had this whole 


Company on my shoulders was a 
real challenge. But the thing about 
me is, once | do get challenged, | 
also get in the Zone and dive right. 
into work. Balancing my creative 
side with my business side is easy 
in the Zone; just give me a steady 
supply of tea and I'll stay focused 
until the job gets done." 


was right. We wanted to create a story that de- 
manded the scope offered by a film. The Simp- 
sons Movie is not three episodes of the show 
strung together. It has heart. It centers on the 
forces that can tear apart a family and a town, 
and it looks at how a man might put his life back 
together in such a situation." 

“What separates the movie from the show is 
scale,” adds James L. Brooks, the Academy 
‘Award-winning filmmaker behind “Ав Good As 
Tt Gets,” "Terms of Endearment” and "Broadcast. 
News,” the Emmy-winning writer-producer of 
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” and “Taxi,” and a 
writer-producer on The Simpsons Movie. "We 
have 100 speaking parts in the movie, and we 
created scenes we couldn't begin to draw for the 
series. Most of all, we wanted a ‘Simpsons’ 
movie to be a real moviegoing experience for 
the audience, while staying true to what 
ме do with the show. We were 
wary of straying too far up- 
town.” 

The television show didn't 
have the manpower to concur- 
rently write and animate a se- 
ries and a motion picture. "At 
the time, we didn't have a team | 
of writers or animators sitting 
around looking for something 
to do,” Matt Groening points 
out. “Unlike most series, The 
Simpsons' never goes on hiatus. 

We were devoting all our ener- 
gies to the show, and never 
wanted to hurt it to do a 


Over the years, Brooks and 

the showrunners expanded the series? writing 
staff, which at least dealt with the manpower is- 
sue, "We got to a point where we had two writ- 
ers’ rooms going at a given time,” says David 
Mirkin, a noted comedy director in his own 
right (‘Heartbreakers,” "Romy and Michele's 
High School Reunion”), a producer-writer on 
the show and a writer on the movie. “So the 
guys who were with the show early on could go 
off and write the movie while the show contin- 
ved to roll along, its quality unaffected." 

In 2001, a ‘Simpsons’ movie inched closer to 
happening when the series’ cast signed a new 
deal, which included an option for them to 
voice the characters in a feature film. But there 
remained the task of finding an idea that would 
warrant the big-screen treatment, and then cre- 
ating ashootable script. 

In November 2003, writing began in eamest 
ona script for a "Simpsons" movie. “There were 
four of us who were central to making the deci- 
sion to move forward with a script,” explains 
James L. Brooks. “Ata certain point, we just felt 
like doing it.” 

“We asked ourselves the critical questions,” 
recalls Mike Scully, “Did we think we could 
come up with a story that warranted a motion 
picture? How would making a movie affect the 
production of the series?” 

‘The producers set very high standards for 
themselves and the work that was to follow, 
even fashioning a deal with the studio that per- 
mitted them to write the script with an option of 
abandoning it if they weren't satisfied with the. 
result, “We started writing the script and didn't 
stop,” Brooks adds. “The hardest thing was to 
pay long and extraordinary attention to every 
beat and joke; to stress out daily and still make 
it appear that we were a loose and carefree 
bunch of kidders. There was never that moment 
where we considered giving up, so we kept 
working on it.” 

"We chewed up a lot of pencils and ordered a 
lot of late-night pizza to keep going," adds Matt 
Groening. “It was always a matter of writing 
and rewriting, with an emphasis on rewriting. 
We were always tinkering with the script, and 
never stopped trying to come up with a better 
line or scene." 

“We were determined to keep on rewriting 
until the animators died of exhaustion,” laughs 
writer Matt Selman. "If we didn't have a release 
date, we'd still be working on it 


The movie opens in theaters on July 25. 
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Bart Simpson 

1. If you were a movie 
snack, what would you 
be? 

Good & Plenty. Тт good 
for nothing and plenty of : 
trouble. IR? 

2, Whats the craziest DV Y, 
thing you've ever done (/ 
inside a movie theater? 

1 got so into “Bend It, 

Like Beckham” that 1 
yelled “You go girl!” 
instead of “Boring!” 

3. What movie this 
summer are you most 
looking forward to? 

‘The home movie 1 made 
of Homer getting stung bya 
bee. It’s the feel good film 
of the year. 

4. Who is your favorite 
movie superhero? 

1 like "The Thing” ‘cause he's a better- 
looking version of my dad. 

5. What's been your most inventive 
way of sneaking into a movie theater? 

in the pouch of a kangaroo. Гуе no idea 
how the kangaroo snuck in. The key is to 
picka smart kangaroo. 

6. Have you ever made it through an 
entire movie without being thrown out 
ofthe theater? 

Does it count as getting “thrown out” if 
the police come in and arrest you on an un- 
related matter? 

7. Has any movie ever made you cry? 

When Bambi's mother got shot, I cried 
...ctied out “Good shot, dude!” 

8. If your life was ever turned into a 
movie, who should portray you? 

No single actor is awesome enough to 
play me, but a combination of Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Jackie Chan, and the Millennium 
Falcon might do it. 


Lisa Simpson 

1, You're a vegetarian—what movie 
refreshments do you enjoy? 

"The only refreshment I need is a bracing 
retort from a well-trained British actress. 
‘Also that’s all 1 can afford. What 8-year-old 
can pay five bucks for a bag of Skittles?! 

2. How many times has Bart ruined-a 

movie for you? 

kas. Heres a formula to calculate that 
E The Number of times Bart ruined a 
3 mous = Total 
number оё 
moves _ Ive 
been to - Times 
Bart stayed 
home because 
he was ground- 
ed + Times he 
snuck out and 
came anyway. 


fool Homer i 
| то going to see 
| “Ап Taconve- 

nient Truth?” 

Л T told him that 

Cd the “Inconvenient Truth” 
їп the title referred to a government con- 
| spiracy to phase out crunchy peanut but- 

ter 

4. Please provide a brief metaphysical 
analysis of “itchy and scratchy.” | 

“Itchy” is a funny mouse and “Scratchy” 
is our bankrupt environmental policy. 

5. What's on your Netflix queue? 

"We're not a “Netflix family" We're more 
of a “Hide in Flanders’ yard and watch 
whatever hes watching” kind of family: 

6. Does Springfield have any art the- 
aters showing independent or foreign. 
films? 

Its hard to do anything arts-related in a 
town where people routinely strike up con- 
ersations with trees. My dad once got in 
an argument with a Dutch elm ... and lost. 


Family fun 

1. Ifyou could have anyone play your 
love interest in a movie, who would it 
be? 

Bart: The Batmobile. Its way cooler 
than hanging out with a dumb old girl 

2. What would be the title of the 
movie about your life? 

Grampa Simpson: Here's a title: “The 
‘Simpsons Are А Bunch Of Disrespectful Id- 
iots Who Don't Appreciate Old Grampa 
Simpson." 1 dont care if it gives the whole 
damn plotawayl 

3. Ifyou could be any movie star for a 
day, who would it be? 

Homer: The dude from “300,” 'cause 
just once in Td like to know what it would 
beliketo have abs. 

4. Do you have any movie recommen- 
dations? 

Homer: Sure do! Listen up you parents, 
‘The “PG” rating is short for: “Parents Guide 
Your Kids To Shut The Hell Up While I'm 
‘Trying To Watch The Damn Movie!” 

"That goes for me and my dumb kids, 
too! 

5. What was the last movie you saw as 
a family? 

Marge: Well, we ай have different tastes. 
1 like tearjerker “chick flicks.” Homer 
‘won't sit through any talking at all. Lisa 
likes documentaries about oppressed ... 
‘well, anything. If we're lucky, we go togeth- 
er to one movie a year. 
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nton 


STANTON 
(CENTER). Perfect 
mix of sinister tane 

under a sweet, 


smiling exterior. 


LOS ANGELES—"SHORT, FAT, UGLY, AND 
toad-like 

‘Thats how Imelda Staunton's character, Pro- 
fessor Dolores Umbridge, is described in the 
book, “Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix" Staunton herself merrily recounted È 
howa friend thought she was perfect for the role! — 1 

Speaking to joumal- ү Ja 
ists at a presscon in Lon- " y 
UIS Only SMART Buddy Can Р 
ae Gi roa, “ONLY IN nly U an Pr 
Olivier awardee re- HOLLYW: 3 
called, “When the book. ^ 


эу шу; A Sweet Escape To Hong 


mine phoned and said, 

“There's a character in at 

this book—you've got to cert! 
play it! 1 thought, ‘Oh, ^ 
how lovely" So, 1 got a 


Imm meg 
copy of the book and 

жас се» ae ВИН И, 

scription: A shor, fat, Nepales 

ugly, and toad-like wom- 

an. And my friend said was perfect for it? Thanks 
alot!” 

“But, it’s a great character,” declared Imel- 
da, who won best actress citations from the 
‘Venice Film Festival, the British Academy of 
Film and Television Awards, and from several 
critics groups (including those from New York 
and Los Angeles) for her performance in 
2004's “Vera Drake.” 


; 
i 
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Combination 

She added with a smile, “I don't care what T 
look like, as long as it's right for the role. 
When I got the call, 1 would have been thrown 
outof the house if hadn't taken the job, as far 
as my.daughter (Bessie) was concerned. It’s 
the combination of being a part of this great 
cinematic event (Harry Potter’) and the role 
being a challenging one.” 

And she's the best thing about the movie, 
too, In Harry’s dark world, Imelda, playing 
Professor Umbridge, stands out not only be- 
cause she's always dressed in pink, her fa- 
vorite color. As the new Defense Against the 
Dark Arts teacher, she runs away with the 
movie with the perfect mix of sinister tone un- 
dera sweet, smiling exterior. 

In person, Staunton is neither fat, ugly, nor 
toad-like, But, she is definitely short. She 
laughed heartily when we told her, "For once, 
1 stand taller than an actress!” “I'm tall and 
blonde, actually" she quipped. "This is an ab- 
solute illusion!” She obliged when we asked 
her to break into Umbridge's characteristic 
laughter—or giggle?—a trademark of her 
soon-to-be-classic screen persona 


a r 


Self-deprecating humor — 
є; As ог her looks, Imelda, in the British's typical 
id humor, : "Ive got fo " " 

pepe e ulia d = Now’s your chance to watch Gwen Stefani's HongKong concert on August 16! 


‘The 51-year-old actress, whose full name is Simply download Gwen Stefani exclusive caller ringtunes and tones to earn raffle entries! 
Imelda Мату Philomena ^ Bernadette 


Staunton, attended La Sainte Union Convent, re a 

the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts, and Text ESCAPE to 286 

Cambridge University. те ар еа 
Thankfully, 1 didn't have a teacher like to subscribe to "The Sweet Escape" Caller Ringtune by Gwen Stefani 
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such teacher,” she continued. “This character 
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could have been played very broadly David | Б: TRUE4AM Leman siete ена фест Hina eal as 21 
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make the character real and threatening, be- (irre RING ID” TAWONG. TINGI TEN TITLE ARTIST MONOPOLY KEYWORD) 


cause she's so ludicrous. If she's not real or pma 105678 GD 8T. бошой —| 
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Challenge e 

“To be able to tread that truthful line was [Тешз E 10At iS LUXURIOUS . 
very difficult and, therefore, rewarding—and fick Get OMS. RICHGRL _| [een id 
it was delicious to do! It was much more of a Сай 103301 CRASH EUM 
challenge than imagined!” ond 

"Told that her character might spark a pink Mops 
fashion fad, she shared, “I think she should А 
have the Umbridge Fashion House—or the 2 aa oe mary RS S Turns ind MOTONOLA NOKIA (GWEN STEFAN! 


Umbridge line! Who would buy it? Women ofa | wee wuse зне SOR D DE LM нуле 
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(eB SATURDAYSpecial. .... .. 
i Imelda Staunton relishes villai 


From page GI 


certain age—and with attitude! It was 
great to have an input on how she looked. 
5 The “fat” description of her character 
Was achieved through costume padding. 
"it was very comfortable—and Funny, as 
“fell,” she gleefully added. “1 loved look- 
ing like that—Tloved my bottom!” 


Theory 
Does she buy the pink 

theory? “I bought myself a pink coat the 
dfher day” she admitted. “Кз a pale 
pink--quite subtle. I dont think ГЇ be 
‘fearing a lot of pink in my wardrobe. But, 
ifs such a great look for a villain, isn't it?” 
#imelda may be Daniel's nemesis on- 
streen, but in real life, they're friends. "I 
was fortunate enough to work with Dan 
before he became Harry Potter,” she ex- 
plained. “We did Dickens’ David Copper- 
field" on television when he was 10. So, 
Tire watched him grow. To be able to work 
With him again in very difficult and emo- 
Чопа! scenes was truly rewarding. 

4 "Id like to think we're equals on the set. 
The three main characters are so well-es- 
tablished in this film--they're so at home 
With what they're doing that its very easy 
fer an outsider to come in. My responsibili 
this to go into it and ride that wave. Меме 
Watched all three grow up--its been a 
privilege. They've done their roles with 
reat integrity and humility--that credit 


the-new-black 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


кету 


‘THE ACTRESS has three Olivier Awards for her stage performances. 


probably goes to their families, too." 

Imelda has one daughter, Bessie, 14, 
with her husband, Jim Carter, who's also an 
actor. “Bessie met Dan when he was 10,” 
the actress shared. “It was very exciting for 
herl She was lucky because she got to bean 
extra for three days. She's very good, and 
shell give me notes, Mom I think it needs 
to be..." And she's often right—which is an- 
noying! She's got a very good eye.” 


Extremely bright 

Imelda described Radcliffe as “ex- 
tremely bright. When you work with him, 
you tell yourself, 1 better be firing on all 
cylinders today!" What's great about Dan 
is that he's so passionate about the job. 
He's always had concentration and focus. 


There's nothing more distracting than a 
film set, with hundreds of people 
around lights, noise, and all that!” 

She further revealed, "Daniel is almost at 
the end of the road of knowing exactly what 
he is and what he wants. How wise and 
brave of him to do Equus: You couldn't get 
anything further apart ftom Hany Potter 
than that! I saw it, and it was extraordinary!” 


Disturbing play 

Imelda, whose Olivier Awards are for her 
roles in “Into the Woods,” A Chorus of Dis- 
approval,” and “The Com is Green,” was 
very impressed with Daniel's choice of play 
to debut in: “Equus is a difficult and dis- 
turbing play" she explained. 

"Thats why it was such a bold choice, 


ness role 


and Dan pulled it off! He told me a long 
time ago he was going to do it. He spent a 
year preparing for the role. He worked 
on his vocal technique for the stage, and 
itpaid off completely!” 

‘Another thespian-friend of Imelda is 
Emma Thompson. She feigned relish 
that Emma's character, Sybill Trelawney, 
becomes a victim of Prof. Umbridge's 
mean regime at Hogwarts in the fifth 
“Harry Potter” film. “I got to sack her, 
didn'c1?,” she said with mock glee. 

Since it was her first time to work with 
special effects, Imelda confessed: "I was 
completely and utterly overexcited! I tried to 
stay cool, but I couldnt. I was giggling and 
had to calm down. Much of the part involved 
emotional scenes with the kids. I didn't get to 
have so many special effects. But, when I 
did, I wanted to do it again and again!” 


Magic tricks 

She bared that Daniel and her husband 
share one thing: They do magic tricks. Of 
her husband's sleight-of-hand skills, Imelda 
naughtily quipped, “Obviously, 1 can't tell 
you how it works, or Td have to kill you.” 

We're betting that Professor Um- 
bridge will become one of the silver 
screens most memorable villains—a 
wonderful addition to cinema's gallery 
of characters we love to hate! 

E-mail. rynepales_5585@yahoo.com, 
and read his blog, “The Nepales Report, "on 
wwwcinquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 


‘Commercial viability’ criterion given greater weight at MMFF 


By Nestor U, Torre 


WHEN THE MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 
was initially staged, it was envisioned to 
be a showcase for the best productions 
the Filipino movie industry could come 
up with. The festival succeeded in doing 
this and helped turn the industry's then 
flagging fortunes around. 

Instead of sustaining this high standard, 
however, the Metro Manila Film Festival 
has of late been pulling it down, in the 
vaunted name of “commercial viability” 


Entries 

This year, the quality standard has 
dipped even lower, as the weight of the 
“commercial” criterion for choosing en- 
tries has been pushed up further to a 
‘whopping 50 percent. 


Based on the adjusted criteria, six 
movies were initially selected as official 
entries to the year-end festival: The action- 
fantasy, “Resiklo,” starring Bong Revilla; 
the comedy-fantasy, "Enteng Kabisote 4," 
with Vic Sotto; the drama-comedy, “Katas 
ng Saudi,” with Jinggoy Estrada and Lorna 
Tolentino; the horror anthology, “Shake, 
Rattle and Roll 9,” with Manilyn Reynes, et 
al: “Bahay Kubo,” with Maricel Soriano 
and Jennylyn Mercado, and the romantic. 
comedy, “Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo,” with 
Judy Ann Santos and Ryan Agoncillo. 

How do these entries rate as potential 
blockbusters? Based on star value and 
track record, the most likely prospects ap- 
pear to be “Enteng,” “Sakal” and “Resiklo.” 

On the other hand, recent editions of 
“Shake” haven't fared well at the ills Jing- 
goy Estrada isn't deemed to be a crowd- 


drawer, and the Maricel Jennylyn stellar 
tandem is an untested combination. 


Persuasive factors 

So, even on point of "commercial via- 
bility,” this year’s Metro festival isn't that 
impressive. Other persuasive factors 
could have been at work. 

‘The festival subsequently announced 
three more official entries before the end 
of the month, arid true to form, they 
were generally of the same “commercial- 
ly viable” bent. 

We understand why the festivals orga- 
nizers want to make more money since the 
movie industry is financially strapped. But, 
the country’s best and most truly creative 
filmmakers shouldn't be left out in the cold. 
‘The festival was initially conceptualized for 
them, so they can't be completely ignored. 


In the end, the biggest losers here are 
our moviegoers, whose viewing options 
have pretty much been limited to shal- 
low fare that caters to only a small part of 
their collective psyche. 


Privilege 

In fact, some quarters point out that 
the original festival got its special “local 
films only” privilege because of its quali- 
ty component, so now that it's been su- 
perseded by the commercial factor, the 
privilege should no longer be extended. 

We trust that these and other dissonances 
and contradictions can be worked out, ог 
else the year-end festival will no longer be a 
film even worth looking forward to. 

Yes, big grosses are important, but 
quality is its own, more essential, cause 
for being. 
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“Eating 
wisely 


Lotus 
Ромо 


R. Valencia 
and $. Bismark 


JULY IS NUTRITION MONTH, SO 
‘weld like to share this poem with you: 


Food that we eat 

Should not make us sick 
Food that’s a treat 
Issomething thats picked 


Food that nourishes and cleans 
Isthe best of all 

Food that is fresh and green. 
Makes people strong and tall 


What you putin your mouth 
Iswhatyou build your body with 
Ofthis there's no doubt 

Good health is nota myth 


If you feed the body lots of junk food 
Of this you can be sure 

‘The result will not be good 

Your health will not endure 


Don'teat food 

Simply because it's delicious 
Find out first 

If it’s at all nutritious 


Don't be a slave 
‘Toyour tongue or mind 
You need to be brave 
To your body, be kind 


Don't waste your wealth 
Onsickening food 

Don't destroy your health 

With carcinogenic, karma-laden goods 


Spare animals that are innocent 
From your daily diet 

‘They will no longer lament 
—Let slaughterhouses be quiet 


Eat wisely 

You will become healthy 
Live intelligently 

And you will become happy! 
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Finds at the Park 


"THE PHOENIX July 13 & 14, 2007 at Glorietta 3 Park 
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The Fashion Sale (Up to 70% discount from participating Greenbelt 3 & 4 stores) 
July 1 to 15, 2007 
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BPI Appliance Madness 
July 6 to 22, 2007 
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ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays 
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Damian Domingo: The First Great Filipino Painter Exhibit - June 19 to Jan. 6, 2008 
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For more info, pis. сай 757-7117 to 2 loc, 14 or етай museum. Inquiry@@ayalamuseum.org 
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HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 
July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 


Get ready for this 
once a year sale. 


Enjoy up to 70% off 
from all our participating 
stores from July 1 


to 15, 2007. 
Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 
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THE DIRECTOR (right) gives instructions to Barbara Perez. 


Sockie Fernandez 
on directing 
“Gulong” 


By Edmund L. Sicam 


AFTER MAKING A NAME FOR 
herself as a director of TV com- 
mercials, Sockie Fernandez has 
invaded’ the world of indepen- 
dent filmmaking with her first 
feature length movie, “Gulong,” 
one of the nine official entries to 
the 2007 Cinemalaya Indepen- 
dent Film Festival. Jeanne Lim 
"wrote the screenplay, her first ap- 
pearance in the annual indie fes- 
tival. It stars Barbara Perez, 
Robert Arevalo, Gary Valenciano, 
Gardo Verzosa, Ina Feleo, Lou 
Veloso, Odette Khan, Tricia Am- 
per-Jimenez, Sheila Francisco 
and child actors Steven Fermo, 
Jorge Concordia, David Medina 
and Ignacius Flores. 


First feature film. 

According to Sockde, the project 
fell into her lap when Cinemalya's 
Laurice Guillen called her up to ask 
if she was interested in directing the. 
film. Her name was suggested by 
NUT, one of the Cinemalaya judges 


who was impressed by the story of 
her own entry, “Jessa,” a musical 
abouta female Jesus Christ 
Although Jessa” didn't make itto 
the final 10, Sockie was being given 
the opportunity to participate in the 
film fest. Although this is her first 
feature film, she has already done a 
shore film “Liyab” which won at the 
Cinemanila Filmfest as well as an 
Urian award. The film was also 
shown at the Cannes Film Festival 


Rit RSLS ASwirteo, E OW: SHOWING 


"A DIRECTORIAL PATRONUS CHARM COME TO LIFE" 


Ruel 5. De Vera, PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


“Harry Potter’ has so far not 


erfully entertaining." 
Al 


Sockie says “Gulong” is not - 


your typical indie film. "This one 
says that one can go though life 
like a wheel. I thought of doing it 
with images that were almost idyl- 
lic, presenting the children with 
their innocence and naughtiness." 


When it came to casting the ^ 
movie, Sockie cast Barbara Perez '' 


and Robert Arevalo in the key 
roles of the old estranged sweet- 
hearts who are finally brought to- 
gether again by the “iconic” bicy- 

deinthe movie. 
Gary Valencano plays Roberts 
son—an unexpected bit of casting. 
SOCKIE! G4 


IT WAS IN DECEM- 
ber 2006 when Su- 
san, single at age 37, 
felt the lump on her 
breast. She ignored 
it. When it contin: 
ued to grow, she 

| went to see a faith 
healer. By the time 
she visited a doctor, 
she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer, 
stage two. 


through three 

chemo treatments and was due 
for an operation to remove the 
lump last June 28. However, 
the money she was expecting 
from a sister who's an OFW 
didn't come. 


Trustworthy 

Susan has been working with 
me since 1993. She's depend- 
able and trustworthy. 

We consulted Dr. Erick Fran- 
cisco, who has a homeopathic 
clinic in Malate. He advised Su- 
san to change her lifestyle, 
with emphasis on the spiritual, 
emotional and physical. 

Dr. Francisco says that Su- 
san's positive outlook is help- 


SUSAN (left, with Dr. Diana Cua) is asking for financial assistance. 


Susan needs surgery 


She went Navasero facing, we consult- 


ing a lot. She also 
needs а human 
“tune-up,” a chela- 
Чоп process that 
reconditions and 
rebuilds the body 
by removing harm- 
ful minerals from 
within. 


Program 
То know every- 
thing that Susan is 


ed Bosom Buddies 
founder, Dr. Diana Cua, at the 
Makati Medical Plaza. Bosom. 
Buddies has given Susan sub- 
sidy chemotherapy medicine for 
P1,200 as part of its program. 

Dr Cua explained that the ra- 
diation and shots that Susan 
needs later are costly. Susan was 
told to prepare at least P350,000! 

Helping is always a choice 
Save a life! Good Samaritans 
may deposit directly into Su- 
san's savings account (number 
3769024378) at the BPI Pacific 
Star Branch, under Jesusa M. 
Paliza. 


E-mail mandynavasero@ya- 
һоо.сот, or call 899-1767. 
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 SATURDAYSpecial 
ng up appreciative crowds 


at live performances 


By Rito P Asilo 


WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN STRUCK BY 
the Filipino’s fascination with celebri- 
ties—local or foreign alike. Recently, 
ме flew to Cebu City to witness а 
crowd of 20,000 swoon and shriek 
with unabashed pleasure as celebri- 
ties from Manila graced GMA-7's “Ка- 
puso Day" festivities held at SM Cebu. 
This unique dynamic between fans 
and their idols was even more pro- 

nounced backstage: 
As the network's stars like Richard 
Gutierrez, Iza Calzado, Sunshine Di- 
zon, Paolo Contis, Lani Mercado, 
Manilyn Reynes and Sherilyn 
Reyes waited for their turn to 
greet the listless crowd onstage, 
lucky onlookers who man- 
aged to sneak backstage 
gy ogled at the ubiquitous Sex 

Bomb Dancers. 


Immense delight 

For them, even the mere sight of Ce- 
bu’s own local celebrities—headed by 
“Balitang Bisdak's” Bobby Nalzaro and 
“Oi! Show Nato Ni!'s” Yuri Deldig, Ben- 


jamin and Recca Menchavez--brought 
them immense delight! 

Butch Raquel, the GMA network's vice 
president for corporate communications, 
describes the three-year-old annual 
event as something that goes beyond en- 
tertaining and promoting shows in key 
cities in the south like Cebu, Davao and 
lloilo. 

He explains; "Other than introduce 
our new shows, the event also allows 
the News and Public Affairs depart- 
ment to engage in public service via our 
Women's Desk and through 'Serbisy- 
ong Totoo.” 


Noble intention 

Of course, that noble intention is al- 
most lost in the shrill screams of fans 
who couldn't contain their excitement 
upon seeing their favorite actors in the 
flesh. Stardom, indeed, is its own 
drug. 

“Lupin's” Ehra Madrigal, for instance, 
told us how amusement turned into dis- 
comfort when fans got so carried away 
that they started pinching her—harder 
than usual. 

The biggest draw, of course, was 


Richard Gutierrez, who willingly dis- 
cussed the latest issues about him and 
his newsworthy family. His controver- 
sial mother, Annabelle Rama, was 
there, too, although she was under- 
standably elusive to the press. But, 
that's another article. 

More than interviewing those stars, 
however, we were pleased to meet edi- 
tors from some of Metro Manila's top 
broadsheets and tabloids, who were 
warm, witty and welcoming, It was en- 
lightening to hear them discuss how 
they juggled desk work and family 
time. 

The following week, we found our: 
selves in the midst of Manila's social 
set when we watched Christina Aguil- 
era's “Back to Basics” concert at Fort 
Bonifacio's Global City in Taguig. 
Wherever we looked, there were tri- 
media celebrities grinning from ear to 
ear. 


Repertoire 

Richard Gutierrez's twin brother, 
Raymond, sat with a group of young 
women who shrieked at almost every 
stanza of Aguilera’s 15-song reper- 
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CALZADO AND GUTIERREZ, Crowd 
favorites. 

toire. We half-expected them to 
faint—or worse, sever their vocal 
cords—from excitement! 

As Aguilera seamlessly breezed 
through every number (every single опе 
ofthem was a huge production number), 
great-looking dancers in various stages 
of undress danced and swayed to the 
throbbing music that couldn't drown out 
the singer's powerful voice. As expected, 
the steel-voiced diva didn't disappoint. 

‘As my friend, Andy Bais, and I sat in 
the seventh row, we couldn't help but no- 
tice how Aguilera cast her spell on her 
audience, who went gaga when she sang 
crowd favorites like “Lady Marmalade,” 
“Beautiful” and “Candy Man.” 


Harsh reprimand 

Security was tight, and people got a 
harsh reprimand everytime they at- 
tempted to stand up and cheer—but 
when Aguilera sang her signature songs, 
the security team could no longer do 
anything to control the audience! Of 
course, they went crazier when she said, 
“Mahal ko kayo!” 


Sockie... „ее 


Sockie explains: "I was not sure at first. 1 knew 
him as a singer and a dancer. But, when 1 
talked to him, he agreed to come out as Gary 
the person and not Gary the singer. I think he 
did a good job." 

Sockie had no problem picking three of the 
children in the movie, but when it came to the. 
Jead, it took her a while. "I wanted someone who 
was not overexposed, who acted well, looked in- 
nocentand mabait.” It was a critical role because 
the story is told from the boys point of view. 

‘At the eleventh hour, Steven Fermo came 
along. "He's never done a movie, but he's in- 
telligent, innocent, and has a good heart.” 

1з usually hard to direct children but Sockie 
says, "You don't direct children, you let them 
handle you. like shooting intelligent kids. You 
cannot tell them how to act. You let them un- 
derstand their roles, their characters’ persona. 
And they take it from there.” 


Requirements 

When it came to the movie's budgetary re- 
quirements, Sockie says she had to use 20 years 
of goodwill she accumulated as a director of 
commercials to finish the movie. And she used 
her own money to help make the film a reality. 
(“My bank balance is now Of") 

She looked around for a co-producer to 
share the burden, and found him in Butch 
Jimenez, "I sent him the script. He liked it and 
told me it was a film that had to be made. It 
turned out that he was looking for a positive 
film about children, a film that he could pass 
onto his son. ‘Gulong’ was about children do- 
ing the right thing and he liked the idea,” 

‘What Sockie admires about Butch is that he 
gave her full creative control over the project. 

With the additional funding and discount- 
ed rates from suppliers and production staff, 
Sockie managed to raise the film to a higher 
level. She used а Panasonic Varicam, which is 
top of the line in digital filmmaking. With 
award winning cinematographer Lee Meily 
handling the equipment, Sockie was able to 
get the idyllic look that she wanted. 


Wallpapers 
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‘Adjustments 

However, she admits to making some ad- 
justments when it came to the shooting 
schedule, Unlike commercials, where she had 
the luxury of a big budget, an indie film was 
different. She allotted 11 days for the shoot 

, and was able to achieve her target. 

Sockie says she now has a lot of respect for in- 
die filmmakers. She realizes how difficult it is to 
‘make full-length movie. She's looking forward. 
todoing her next one. 

“Gulong” will have 
a gala screening on 
Sunday, July 22 at 
the CCP Main 
Theater. 
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By Nestor U. Torre. 


FORALONG TIME NOW, WE'VE BEEN URGING 
Jolina Magdangal to energize her career by star- 
ting in a new movie, Jolina has been quite busy 
on TV doing comedy and hosting a wide range of 
shows, so she's till a very visible performer. But, 
there's something about the movies that adds to 
a performing careers scope and cachet, so it carit 
be ignored, 

‘Our suggestion was for Jolina to star in a 
musicakcomedy-romance production, to 
showcase her best performing suits and to un- 
derscore the fact that she can sing and dance 
better than her rival 


Long hiatus 

Instead, she's now opted to costar with 
Judy Ann Santos in “Ouija,” a new chiller set 
to open in theaters later this month. Well, at 
least Jolina can now be seen again on the big 
screen, after such a long hiatus. 

Its also interesting and instructive that Jolina 
is co-starring with Juday, her main rival when 
they were younger Its clear that, these days, Ju- 
day is the female star to beat, with а flourishing 
Туй career that other actresses can only 
dream of 

Clearly, Jolina needs to make up for lost time if 
she wants to catch up with Judy Ann, and their 
film together is only the first step in that regard. 

"The plot thickens when we add Donita Rose 


UNDERARM. 


(WHITENING) 


MUHLACH. Lost a lot of weight to get 
back to fighting and shooting trim. 


to the “friendly” competition. Donita was 
similarly popular years ago, and gained addi- 
tion plus points when she launched into a re- 
gional veejay career based in Singapore. 
Later, she got married, eventually moved 
her base back to the Philippines, and has 
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partially revived her career, but only on TV 
Donita still looks good, so the movies are stil a 
possibilty for he if she wants to expand her per- 
forming options. Some savvy producer should 
‘whip up an anthology film, with separate stories 

topbiling Judy Ann, Jolina and Donita. 
Even as these three established stars are ini- 
tiating new projects to further their careers, 
LocAUHI 
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By Noelani Torre 


HERE'S ANEW 
[ movement in 
the local music 


scene—or, so they 
say. No, it's not bossa 
nova—that was last 
year's movement. 

This year, it's Pinoy 

soul which, de- 

pending on the 

artists involved, 

will either turn 

out to be the real 

thing or just an- 

other marketing 

ploy designed to 

launch new label talents. 

You can't help but be skeptical. The 
so-called “movements” before were ас- 
tually just caused by people jumping on 
the bandwagon, capitalizing on our in- 
ordinate fondness for novel things. Who 
knows how many “next big things" have 
come and gone in the past couple of 
years? 


Attention 

‘That being said, let's take a gander at 
Warner Music's new act, Sinosikat?—one 
ofthe groups you can actually take seri- 
ously and who seem worth listening to. 
‘Their eponymous debut album has just 
been released, and it's sure to attract the. 
attention of critics and listeners alike, 

But, let's get to know the band first: 
Sinosikat? is composed of vocalist Kat 
Agarrado, guitarist Nick Azarcon, 


SINOSIKAT? Fresh, interesting, and 
abit quirky. 


drummer Reli De Vera, and key- 
boardist Nikki Cabardo (who wasn't 
part of the group when the album was 
released). Hence, Sinosikat? can ei- 
ther mean “Who's famous?” or 
“Who's Kat?” They officially got to- 
gether as a band three years ago, 
though they've been making music- 
separately and together longer than 
that. 

At first listen, “Sinosikat?” sounds 
fresh, interesting, and a bit quirky. 
The music can be classified under the 
neo-soul label, whose more famous 
artists include Lauryn Hill, Erykah 
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Badu and Macy Gray. 
‘Those who're acquainted 
with the songs of those 
artists—especially those of 
Erykah Badu—will find them- 
selves on familiar territory in 
“Sinosikat?” Languid, some- 
times breathy singing; startling 
shifts from high emotion to del- 
icate feeling; an affection for 
classic soul—check, check and 
check. Now, this isn’t too bad per 
se, considering that it's the same 
subgenre, but the problem with 
sounding like somebody else is 
that comparisons are inevitable, 


Distinguishing qualities 
"Sinosikat?" does have its own 
distinguishing qualities. The lyrics, 
especially the ones in Filipino, are 
playful and are a nice contrast to 
the languorous, smoky music. The 
first track, “Akin Ka,” showcases 
Agarrado's smoothly controlled 
voice, as well as the group's distinc- 
tive sound, a blend of classic soul, jazz 
and funk that you don't often hear lo- 
cally (especially if you're just listen- 
ing to popular, radio-played music). 
In another track- “Prayer” —they 
even borrow elements from reggae. 
"Sinosikat?" slightly stumbles 
with some strangely constructed 
lines, the most notable of which is 
"Plant your seed on me, we'll let it 
grow" (in track six, "Magie"). Take 
your pick: It’s either off-putting or 
Funny. If you can silence your inner 
editor for atleast 45 minutes, how- 
ever (the length of this album's play- 
time), this album canbe enjoyable 
enough. 


DIRECTOR'S CUT 
Gallaga wants to instill his 


SANTOS. Female star 
to beat. 


MAGDANGAL. Returns 
to the big screen, 
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ROSE. Has partially 
revived her career on TV. 


Local movies on гоай... м 


other stars are preparing to topbill new 
movies this year. 

This is a good sign that the longlan- 
guishing Filipino movie industry is slowly 
‘but surely inching its way back to recovery: 

Topping the upbeat list is Aga Muh- 
lach, who has finally lost enough 
‘weight to look good again on the "fat- 
tening" big screen. 

‘Aga has lost so much weight that he 
looks much younger than his actual age, 
and he now looks appealing enough to 
give the younger likes of Piolo Pascual 
and John Lloyd Cruz a run for their box- 


office money—and kilig factor. 

In his new film, a romantic triangle, 
‘Aga costars with Maricel Soriano and 
Angelica Panganiban. The “new and 
improved” Aga looks good enough for 
the likes of Angelica to believably be- 
соте romantically interested in him, 
but Maricel now has her work cut out 
for her not to look too mature for him! 

Aga has also been signed up to act in 
another film with Sharon Cuneta, but 
only after she loses enough weight to 
look good beside her now super-rim 
leading man. 


Alfred Vargas seeks . . . «s 


On the other hand, Jose Javier Reyes has 
a way of conveying an idea to the younger 
generation. I gained confidence as an actor 
because of Joey. 1 also leamed from movie 
icons like Gloria Romero and Eddie Garcia, 

Магуо J. delos Reyes, who's at the helm 
of Impostora,” has my respect, because he 
has the patience of a good teacher. 

‘What is your ultimate goal as an actor? 

Iwant to leave a mark on local films in a 
role that will immortalize my ability as an 
actor long after I'm gone, Crazy characters 


don’t fascinate me. My dream is to portray 
Gregorio del Pilar on the big screen. 1 am 
drawn to characters who fight worthy 
causes and are ready to die for them! 

Aside from acting, what else are you 
passionate about? 

Ilove to put on my backpack and travel. 
Tm an adventurer—and I love seeing and 
exploring different cultures and traditions. 
For instance, I was in awe of the Grand 
Canyon, but also found how my inner self 
reacted to that unforgettable sight! 


films with a sense of wonder 


By Ronald б. Mangubat 


IN A RECENT MAGAZINE SURVEY, MANY OF 
the people who were asked what movies they 
considered were among the greatest Filipino 
films ever made cited Peque Gallaga's 1982 
epic, “Oro, Plata, Mata.” 

The Bacolod:based filmmaker who's now 
an artist-in-residence at the University of St. 


La-Salle, is flattered by this accolade, al- 
though he admits that his film debut, which 
he helmed for the Experimental Cinema of the 
Philippines, was completed out of his inexpe- 
rience. “Only an idiot would have gone out 
and did it,” he mused. “If I knew what I know 
now, I wouldn't have shot it. It shows you that 
ignorance can also be a good thing!” 

More than two decades after "Oro," Gallaga, 
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GALLAGA. “It's easy to be shocking or 
perverse.” 


who has directed 35 full-length movies, is set to 
doa war epic, “Ligawan sa Panahon ng Tagsibol 
at Digmaan,” in the same grandness and pro- 
portion as his first film. 

In the meantime, direk Peque is having a lot 
of fun conducting film workshops in Bacolod, 
where he has been living for seven years now 
with his wife, Madie, and their five grown 
children, Excerpts from our interview: 

What are you busy with currently? 

Tm busy with theater. Ive reunited with my 
original collaborator in the movies, Butch Perez. 
His amazing project tackles Philippine history, 
social and class stratifications, and spiritual pos- 
session. 


Power 

Im also involved with Tanghalang 
Pilipino's new season of plays on power. Tm 
working with Chris Millado on a stage musical 
version of “Oro.” Its not an opera, but neither 
isita Broadway musical—an Ilonggo sarswela 
is the closest I can come to describing it. 

Observers say your recent film, “Pinoy 
Blonde,” was too deep and didn't click with 
the masa. Any reaction? 

Thats an understatement. Although, when 
we previewed it in provinces, we had full hous- 
es, and people were cheering and applauding. 

Do you think a new breed of moviegoers 
is emerging? 

Yes. The ones who like to discuss films serious- 
ly. They like to think there are real alternatives 
‘out there, I don't think there are radical changes 
in them compared to other moviegoers. But, 
since the time of Brocka, there has been the 
emergence of what I call “cinema of intent.” 


Social inequality 

Directors hype their artistic intentions (usu- 
ally relating to social inequality or the true 
essence of what being a Filipino is) even when 
their movies don't really reflect those intentions 
(many Urian winners are examples of this). 
‘Those moviegoers look up to films that are not 
that technically, intellectually, and artistically 
realized. So, there are no big changes, } а 
metastasis of bad film appreciation. 

How would you describe yourself as a di- 
rector? 

Intelligent. Funny in an off-beat way. Auda- 
cious. Daring. Personal. Honest. May pagka- 
humanist. 

How did you end up directing? 

1 think 1 started out life already directing. 
House plays, barkada skits, school presenta- 
tions—that kind of thing. I just ended up pro- 
fessionalizing myself. 

What excites you? 

Most movies try to corroborate or validate 
what is obvious about life and relation- 
ships—yung may puso. Those things bore me. 1 
gerexcited about scripts that demonstrate unex- 
ected behavior and mind ses. 

I don't like projects that are different only for 
the sake of being different—those that go for 
shock value. Its easy to be shocking or perverse! 
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By Remy M. Umerez 


FOR THE PAST WEEK, ALFRED 
Vargas has been very visible on 
television. He brought life to 
Makulay, the torch bearer repre- 
senting peace and understand- 
ing in the Kapuso Olympics, аз 
part of GMA-7's 57th anniver- 
sary celebration. 

Vargas! visibility also extends 
to “Impostora,” the network's 
new teleserye. We threw some 
questions to the actor, who game- 
ly answered them. Excerpts: 


How much does acting mean 
toyou? 

1 was about to take up Law 
when the acting bug bit me. I 
then shifted to Management. Af- 
ter graduation, І was offered a 
well-paying job, but 1 gave it up 
because of acting. My acting ех- 
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perience started with Tanghalang 
Ateneo. It was hard to describe 
the joy 1 felt when I was on- 
stage portraying an entirely 
different character. It gave 
mea sense of self worth. 1f1 
were to be born again, 1 
would still choose to be an 

actor 


Top directors 
What did you learn 
from the top directors 
you've worked with? 
А lot! With Jeffrey ^ 
Jeturian, 1 became 
aware of every move- 
ment an actor does and 
"what its significance is. A 
small gesture, if done in- 
correctly, can ruin a scene. 
T learned to trust him and 
believe in what he does, VARGAS. Acting gives hima 
ALFRED/H2 sense of self-worth 
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ll 
sorcery and cinematic 


magic in fifth ‘Potter’ installment 


By Rito P Asilo 


“Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix” 

D: David Yates 

S: Daniel Radcliffe, 
‘Watson, Rupert Grint 


Emma 


AN UNSETTLING SENSE OF GLOOM 
petvades the world of Harry Potter 
and his friends as director David Yates 
steers the fifth installment of J.K. 
Rowling's well-loved boy wizard se- 
ries into a different direction, 

This time, the movie takes on a 
darker, grittler approach, and treads 
more dangerous ground--adult- 
hood—than the pubescent magic and 
sci-fi fiction that the film franchise is 
more adept at handling, 

The marked departure in tone ap- 
propriately reflects Potters growing 
pains, but it may turn off some avid fol- 
lowers who prefera lighter approach to 
the erstwhile well-loved children’s fan- 
тазу. As а result, while Yates’ realistic 
handling allows some scenes to throb 
with delicate urgency and immediacy, 
it likewise tends to overwhelm the se- 
ries’ magical, child-like quality and its 
sense of narrative wanderlust: 

As Harry James Potter (Daniel Rad- 
cliff) enters his fifth year at Hogwarts, 
he narrowly escapes expulsion after us- 
ing a forbidden curse to fight off Lord 
‘Voldemort’s (Ralph Fiennes) ghoulish 
Dementors. 

He and headmaster Albus Dumble- 
dore (Michael Gambon)—who, after 
being surprisingly distant, eventually 
comes to Harry's defense—stand to 
lose the wizard community's loyalty 
and respect when Cornelius Fudge's 
(Robert Hardy) Ministry of Magic dis- 
misses Harry's contention that the 
Dark Lord is back! 

‘Threatened by Potter's popularity 
and the burgeoning influence of Dum- 
bledore, Fudge deploys the Ministry's 
‘most potent weapon, Dolores Um- 
bridge ("Vera Drake's" Imelda 
Staunton), as the new Defense Against 
the Dark Arts teacher, who, shortly 


RADCLIFFE, Rebellious streak. 


thereafter, successfully snatches the 
schools top post from Dumble- 
dore--and establishes a martial law- 
like environment at Hogwarts! 

Laws are conveniently used and 
abused by power-hungry government 
officials to curtail the basic rights of the 
‘wizards and witches at Hogwarts. (And 
don't tell me you don't see the relevant. 
analogy) Naturally, Hany and his 
friends don't take this sitting down! 

But, as Harry displays his rebellious 
streak and bravely demonstrates his 
long-prophesied leadership skills, he 
also uncovers unpleasant truths about 
his past and, along the way, realizes 
that courage and bravery sometimes 
‘come with a steep price! 

Clocking in at a “brisk” two hours and 
18 minutes, the movie franchise's short- 
est ("The Chamber of Secrets” was two 
hours and 41 minutes long), “Order of 
the Phoenix” manages to compress the 
books 870 pages, the series’ heftiest, into 
an engagingly fast-paced albeit decided- 
ly more adult viewing experience. (The 
first book, "The Philosophers Stone,” 
completed its story in only 300 pages.) 

To Yates’ credit, Radcliffe shows off 
uncharacteristic vulnerability and 
gravitas as his character goes through 
his rite of passage. More notably, the 
filmmaker succeeds in controlling Ru- 
pert Grint’s increasingly inappropriate 


mugging, and manages to show off his 
impressive cast (Gambon, Fiennes, 
Gary Oldman, Alan Rickman, Maggie 
‘Smith, Julie Walters, the lovable Emma 
‘Watson, the cacklingly menacing Hele- 
na Bonham Carter, and the sympathet- 
ic Emma Thompson) despite their lim- 
ited moments onscreen. 

But, other than Radcliffe, the 
movie's biggest asset is the scene-steal- 
ing Staunton, who inhabits her Iron 
Butterfly character with wicked relish. 

Clad in soft pink color hues and 
armed with a deceptively sweet smile, 
the actress delivers a deliciously men- 
acing turn that puts the disdain that 
Hogwarts’ populace bestows on her 
character in perspective. 

‘She may be “short and toad-like," but 
when she stands before a crowd, you 
know not to mess with this woman! She 
commands attention—and fear! 

Fear, as one character laments, 
makes people do crazy things. This fact 
Harry knows only too well, so he uti- 
lizes it as a preventive weapon against 
‘Voldemort and his evil underlings. 

With disarming naivete and wis- 
dom beyond his years, the teenage 
wizard is confident that no amount of 
sorcery, sinister magic or diabolical 
power can overwhelm love and 
friendship. Who's to say that he's 
wrong?! 


By Nestor U. Torre 


REPORTS ABOUT NORA AUNOR, 
the country’s first official “Super- 
star” “marrying” her manager, Моге 
Sayo, in the States recently boggled 
show biz fans, For their part, her 
children have been nonplussed, with 
Lotlot de Leon expressing the need 
to talk, not to her mother Nora, but 
to Norie, to clear things up. 

In instructive contrast, most of 
Nora's colleagues in the entertain- 
ment world exclaim, “So, what else 
is new?” In the course of her colorful 
career, Nora has been known to rein. 
vent the image of the star singer and 
actress in many unexpected ways. 


Intentions 

She's had her passionate male 
lovers, but has also been occasionally 
linked with girlfriends who looked 
like thei intentions with her went be- 
yond the platonic. But actually get- 
ting married? That was clearly a 
first—but had yet to be confirmed, 

However, if the report tums out to 
be true, we can understand why Nora 
took that admittedly radical step. In 
recent years, even before she moved 
her base to the US, many people had 
pretty much deserted her, dismissing 
her as a has-been. 

It was all terribly cynical and un- 
fair, and Norie must have been one 
of the few people left who still be- 
lieved in the Superstar. We felt the 
same way, and said we felt that, de- 
spite the many reversals she has suf- 
fered (some of them self-instigat- 
ед), Nora still had some great per- 


AUNOR. Has been known to 
'einvent the image of the star 

singer and actress in many 

unexpected ways. 


formances left in her. So, we should 
never give upon her! 

Some aspects of the report need 
to be cleared up. It said that Nora 
and Norie were married in Nevada, 
but that state reportedly doesn't al- 
low same-sex marriages. 

So, if a marriáge did indeed take 
place, did Norie pass herself off as 
male? If so, how was she able to? 
Why weren't state officials unable 
to see through the ruse, if there in- 
deed was one? 105 still quite specu- 
lative, as you can seel 

As for Norie, we got to meet her 
when we were doing interviews for 


Putting the Nora and Norie 
connection in perspective 


the book on Sampaguita Pictures 
that we wrote sometime back. Lynn 
Pareja had arranged for us to inter- 
view Nora, whose film career had 
started at Sampaguita. 

It was Norie who facilitated 
things from Nora's end. She struck 
us as a focused and helpful individ- 
ual who placed Nora's welfare atthe 
top of her priorities 

Our interview with Nora was one 
of the most unique sessions with а 
star we've ever had. Since we had 
worked together and become 
friends years ago, Nora felt so hap- 
py to see us—that she sat on our 
lap! The other people present 
laughed at this, and we joined in the. 
levity. 

‘The interview itself was frank and 
insightful, and we were happy that 
the afternoon had turned out so well. 


Statement 

‘Then, Nora provided the icing on 
the already yummy cake: She told us 
that she wanted us to direct her 
again in a good film project—and 
that she wanted to do itso much that 
she would do it for free. Were we hal- 
lucinating? Was she playfully pulling 
at our shoelaces? To make sure we 
know she was serious, she repeated 
her statement several times. 

Then, she left for the States—and 
was detained there for breaking the 
law. And there, Nora remains to this 
day, with only Norie making things 
easier for her. No wonder, their talent- 
manager relationship has reportedly 
progressed to a personal union. If it 
‘works for both of them, judge not. 


“China Fast Forward’ premieres . . . „н 


6am,, “The 10 Commandments.” 


‘Spreadin’ Rhythm Around’ 

Menchu Lauchengco-Yulo, Jeff Ar- 
cilla and EJ Villacorta perform in 
“Spreadin' Rhythm Around” at 6 p.m. 
on Aug. 17 at InterCon Manila's Bahia 
Roof Top Venue. The show is directed 
by Jaime del Mundo, with Michael 
Williams as musical director and ar- 
rangements by Benjie Din. Call 0917 
896-5708. 


‘Ratatouille’ 

The MTRCB has given the "deli- 
cious” animated feature a "G" Rat- 
ing—suitable for general audiences. 
The film was cited for its moral val- 
ues, “bringing down the barriers of 
discrimination, and espousing the 
principle that anyone and everyone 
can rise beyond expected stereo- 
e 

“Ratatouille” is about a mouse 
who dreams of becoming a chef, 


and how he surmounts many hin- 
drances to achieve his “impossible” 
dream. 


Pre-departure briefing 

The British Council will hold its 
annual pre-departure briefing for 
Filipinos bound for the United 
Kingdom on July 28, from 1 to 5 
p.m., at Richmonde Hotel, 21 San 
Miguel Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig. 
Call 914-1011. 


|= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SATURDAYSpecial . 188 
‘China Fast Forward’ premieres July 24 


PREMIERE ЕРІ. 
sodes of "China Fast 
Forward" air every 
Tuesday аг 10:30 
pm. beginning July 
24 on Discovery Trav. 
vel & Living, and en- 
tore the following 
Sunday at 1 pm. 

ich episode delves 
into the past and pre- 
‘sent of key cities like 
Qingdao, Kumming, 
Shanghai, Chengdu 
and Beijing. The first 
‘episode is on old Shanghai. 
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On Сіпетах today at 3:30 рат, “Street 
Corner Justice.” Tomorrow at 11 a.m, “Star 
"Trek." July 16 at 3:45 p.m., “To Be the Best.” " 
July 17 at6:30 a.m., “Bast of Eden. July 18 at 
12:15 p.m., “Fire Down Below.” July 19 at 8 
a.m., “Jason and the Argonauts." July 20 at 
CHINA H4 


Don't miss the most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 


шщ 
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Experience the movie's explosive finale 


nIMAX 3D « 


GERONIMO. First 
concert as a young 
adult tonight at the 
Big Dome. 
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‘Sarah zings! 

Tonight at Araneta Coliseum, Sarah Geron- 
“imo stars in her first concert as a young adult, 
sarah in Motion.” To effect the major change 
‘pf image, Sarah will be costumed by the ex- 
pert likes of Rajo Laurel, Edwin Ocampo and 
Rhett Eala. Sarah's special guests include 
‘Gary Valenciano, Jericho Rosales, Sam Milby, 
Mark Bautista, John Prats, Louie Ocampo and 
AiAi delas Alas. Call 911-5555. 


On MGM Channel 

On July 20, "Casino Royale," with Peter Sell- 
ers. July 21, “The Comfort of Strangers,” with 
Christopher Walken and Helen Mirren. July 22, 
“The War at Home,” with Emilio Estevez. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special ice 
Catch the early screenings of CD C pos | 
“HARRY POTTER: ORDER OF THE PHOENIX” : 3 С 
2110:35 AM, 11:05 АМ & 11:36 AM on JULY 14, Saturday 3 
and 10:20 AM, 11:15 AM & 11:45 AM on JULY 15, Sunday 


METRO MANILA 
SH MEGACINEMA 633-1901 SM SOUTHMALL 206-6088 | 
TRANSFORMERS, EHARRY POTTER У | 
PARAISO HARRY POTTER V 
HHARRY POTTER V ÍHARRY POTTER V 
{HARRY POTTER V é 

: HARRY POTTER V 
8900860828888 "9855888 CINEMAS SIHARRY POTTER V fTRANSFORMERS 


GREENHILLS CINEMAS ا‎ HANDA (TRANSFORMERS 


cnt SPP ита TEAM ORAS ндаи HERO MAA TRANSFORMERS: 


EDSA comer Shaw ма, Mandaluyong 
Cui 623-7001 toc 1711 17096522227 
‘er more detaia. 


зм MALLOF ASIA 556-0104 


Movies on video 
“You Got Me,” the hit romantic comedy top- 


billing Toni Gonzaga, Sam Milby and Zanjoe 
Marudo. With full trailer, subtitles, and be- 
hind-the-scenes takes. 

“Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo,” top grosser in the 
2006 Metro film festival, topbilling Judy Ann 
Santos and Ryan Agoncillo. With trailer, be- 
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movietime 
Kids of all ages are invited to s 


Remy's Kitchen 
fated iy chin Sols 


July 14 (Saturday) st Southmall cinema lobby (hing Cima 1) 

July 15 (Sunday) at Megamall cinema lobby (heng Com 1). 

July 21 (Saturday аг The Block Event Center (rad on) 

July 22 (Sunday) at San Lazaro Event Center (rd б) 

July 28 Saturday) at Mall of Asia Activity Area (sear DAX Tho) 
Alsons fl 

Pains и ceed on a бип come, Get served basis 
‘Seon шк к 1140 am, 200 pun, and SO pan. 

Learn to be like Remy and Linguini in preparing mouth-watering 

deserts, Kids who prepared the best desert wil win special prizes, 

Plus you can also buy your "Ratatouille" morie tickets in advance. 
See you thee! 
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hind-the-scenes footage and music video. HARRY POTTER 5| bes 
“Its а Boy-Girl Thing," a romantic comedy 1215,205,555 

starting Samaire Armstrong and Kevin Zegers “Лы ap 

playing sworn enemies who eventually go from 

hamion. PROMENADE HARRY POTTER V 
“Karma,” a horror trilogy topbilling Gretchen antem 

Barretto, Rica Peralejo and Angelica Panganiban. c ralione" jon li 
“Saw Ш," a shocking horror-thriller star- 

ring Angus Macfadyen and Bahar Soomekh as 

the evil Jigsaw’s latest victims. ORO AM 
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Pinoy punk rock takes center stage tomor- рҮ Г, mine Cte aL 


row at Concert at the Park as The Wuds per- 
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peace, not war, and love, not hatred.” 


Movies on TV A Regie Унда: 
On HBO today at 11:20 рт, "War of the 

Worlds." Tomorrow at 5:15 p.m., "Lean on Me." 

July 16 at 9 p.m., “Шаг, Шаг” July 17 at 3 pm. 

“City Най” July 18 at 8:30 a.m,, "Kramer vs. 

Kramer” July 20 at 8 a.m., "Cry Freedom." 
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expansion and deve- | The British have 

opment of the Chi. | JAMES BOND, 

noys economic Pow | AUSTIN POWERS 

and JOHNNY ENGLISH. 
The French only need 
one man to finish the job. 
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A chapter оп the 
economy in the 
1800s segues into the 
American Occupa- 
tion, and traces the 


[Event Calondar , 


rom the creators of Rae @ WES 


* P i 


RATATOUILLE 


Reconstruction 

This is followed by 
chapters on the 
Japanese Occupation, 
postwar reconstruc- 
tion, the citizenship is- 
sue, and outstanding 
Chinoys today, culmi- 
nating in an inspiring 
view of the furure, 
when the Chinoy and 
the Pinoy shall have ! 
worked out thelr re id кедин Bu Vun amado uus _ 
maining differences К smerryencoon —(046)417-968 n——Á 
and distinctions and IHARRY POTTER V HARRY POTTER V 
truly become one. TRANSFORMERS ALAY PETER 

This is the fervent IHARRY POTTER V inda acid 
hope and goal of (TRANSFORMERS рар 29 
Кава, hence the name DIE HARD 4 
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тоша onk Wih ê #PARAISO iTRANSFORMERS 
Chinese in the Philip- змопүслак (04525-04445 JHARRY POTTER V 
pines and draw fervor IMARRY POTTER V. ‘HARRY POTTER V 
and insight from qi PO BAN Smam емиз 
Do ee IHARRY POTTER V IHARRY POTTERV | 
Ore wh ae {DIE HARD 4 ÍHARRY POTTER V 
Philippines." Сай 527- АЮКЕ HIE Solgar ЖОШ | 
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Kaisa's Tsinoy 
on second printing 


THE BIGGEST HORROR 
MOVIE EVENT OF THE YEAR! 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


ONLY TWO YEARS AGO, KAISA PARA 
sa Kaunlaran Inc, published the 
unique coffee table book, "Tsi- 
noy—The Story of the Chinese in 
Philippine Life.” 

The book, edited by Teresita Ang See, 
Go Bon Juan, Doreen Go Yu and 
‘Yvonne Chua, has been so well-received 
that it recently went into its second 
printing, an unuswally brisk sequence of 
events fora coffee table book. 

We recently read а copy of the sig- 
nificant book and saw why it has pro- 
voked such unusually enthusiastic in- 
terest and readership, Since it deals 
with the history, contributions and 
current lives of Chinese-Filipinos, itis 
full of human drama, tumultuous 
events, vaulting aspirations and chal- 
lenging realities, so it makes for 
eventful reading 


Influence 

Similarly, its popular because it 
plugs into an extensive base of read- 
ers, since Chinese influence perme- 
ates significantly into many key as- 
pects of Philippine life. 

Finally, the book is unique because 
its a faithful companion piece to 
Kaisa's extensive and highly-regard- 
ed Heritage Center and Museum, sit- 
uated in the organization's own 


in 
n 


building in Intramuros 
Reading the book 
makes the museum come 
to life in the readers 
imagination, witha vitali- 
ty and visual variety that 
effectively sum up the 
Chinoy's dramatic histo- 
ту in the Philippines 
Schools, libraries and 
lovers of history and 
culture would do well 
to avail of the new 
copies of the book, 
now made available 
with its second print- 
ing. 
‘The book's first chap- 
tet,” "Shared ` Beginnings," 
surveys prehistoric and pre- 
Spanish times, illustrating the early 
ties that bound the Chinese to the 
Philippines, 


Significance 

The initial impulse was generally 
commercial, but it soon acquired 
cross-cultural significance, elements 
of which continue to enrich Philip- 
pine life today. 

This is followed by a chapter on the 
Spanish Occupation, during which 
thousands of Chinese were massa- 
cred by a regime nervous about their 
growing power and influence. 


ORIGINAL print acquired by Bahay Tsinoy Musuem shows the plaza in front 


of the Manila Cathedral. 
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UNIQUE book deals with the history,” 
contributions and current lives of 
Chinese-Filipinos, 


Later, the Chinese mestizos 
emerged, effecting an uneasy modus 
vivendi with the country's Spanish 
overlords, while nurturing patriots 
like Rizal and Gen. Раџа, 

KAISASIHS 


CHINESE-FILIPINO interaction һай 
flourished even before the Spaniards 
came. 
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The BMW Xpo will showcase the various sets 
of progressive change on BMW four-whee 
and eelers, specifically the new BMW X5 
Sports Activity Vehicle, the new BMW 5 Series 
executive sedan, the new BMW 1 Series premium 
compact hatchback 

Motorrad G 650X series. 


First up to display the standout p 

W can provide is the new 
was the trendsetter 
creating a brand-new segment in the market. And 
now the new BMW XS is raising the driving 
experience in a Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) to an 
The new BMW XS is now 
with an exciting design and expanded 
body, a range of new engines that offer an optimum 
mbination of power and fuel efficiency, as well 

as innovative features unmatched in its clas 


The new BMW 5 Series stil retains the same body 
design as its predecessor, but with a number of 
changes that will make the driver as well as the 
passengers enjoy the sedan even more. The six- 
ylinder diesel units tote "Variable Turbine 
Geometry" for a better and larger power curve, 
while the exterior now has headlights and rear ight 
clusters in technically outstanding clear glass look, 
rome headlight surrounds with position light 
rings at the front, Light Emitting Diode (LED) 
direction indicators and five light conductor rods 
at the rear Its interior comes with two-tone door 
panels, integrated map pockets with enlarged 
ity, padded armrests and door closing 
‘onic Gear Selector lever 
for the automatic transmission, and BMW's iDrive 
control system enhanced by eight favourite buttons 
for free choice of functions. 


Evolutions 


A BMW Хро Event 


‘Sheer Driving Pleasure for the select younger set 

was also a priority of BMW evolutionary change. 

The new BMW 1 Series now sports under the hood 

оп of four-cylinder engines with 

n high precision direct fuel injection for 

drivabiity at low engine speeds, An elaborate 

л multi-link suspension setup for the front 

ndard for increased 

roadholding and exit speeds out of turns. inside the 

vehicle, much appreciated features such as the AUX 

interface for connecting extemal MP3-based audio. 

entertainment, as well as the trendy Start/Stop. 
button still come as standard. 


The new BMW Motorrad G 650X model series s 

the smallest engines in the BMW Motorrad line, but 
doesn’t mean that they offer le 
to 1000-plus cc siblings. Their lowunladenweight, 
of less than 160 kg or 353 Ib offers dynamic 
performance for both the connoisseur and the 
sports-minded rider, and their four-valve single 
cylinder engines tote 53 hp and 60 NM of torque. 
These motorcycles’ steel bridge-type tubular frame 
(with cast aluminum side sections) and the bolted- 
оп aluminum rear frame, together with the rear- 
wheel cast light alloy swing arm characterize the G 
650X series’ suspension and running gear concept. 


BMW will also offer а wide range of Premium 
Selection vehicles at the Xpo - all under BMW's 
ploneering Certified Pre-Owned program. BMW 
automobiles under the Premium Selection Program 
pass through strict criteria that includes a 100- 
technical check, enabling the cars to be covered by 
а 12-month ar 20,000-Kilometer warranty. 


Preferential deals and exciting prizes also await 
the BMW Xpo. Customers who simply 


Discover the Evolution towards Sheer Driving Pleasure. 
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ss than their 800cc * 


TETTE pi 
Charles Darwin's Theory of Evolution states that all species have 


progressed over time fiom one or a few common ancestors 
r „through natural selection. Similarly, BMW’s automobile and 

motorcycle products show progressive change (from common 

predecessor models) over а select time span. These series of 

BMW produét advancements will now be highlighted at the 

BMW Xpo: Evolutions, which runs from July 13, 2007 (Friday) 
„ (t6 July 15, 2007 (Sunday) at the BMW Pavilion, along the 
Bonifacio High Street, Bonifacio Global City. 


test drive the newest BM 
chanceto 


N models will ha 
inan exclusively crafted Vertu handset, 
е, those who purchase a BMW car or 
end will have the 
‘additional chance to own a Limited Edition handset 
Series. In this 
regard, those looking to experience Sheer Driving 
Pleasure via BMW's best selling model will be 
delighted to hear that the current model BMW 3 
Series is available on low downpayment options, 
as well as other flexible ownership packag 
‘The latest original BMW parts and accessories will 
also be f along with BMW Motorrad 
riding gear. 


motores 

premium set can experience and enjoy 

BMW Xpo stays true to the said tenet 

nights of artistic expressions. On July 12, BMW is 

hosting the launch of Rogue Magazine, the latest 

publication that captures Lifestyles on the Eda 
ering, on July 13, BMW will unveil the 
ippine Art Cars, a unique 

collection of masterpieces from eight of the 

country's top artists. 


‘The BMW Xpo: Evolutions wi 
July 13, from 9 am. 

the BMW Pavilion. 

Bonifacio Global City on Saturday and Sunday, July 
14 to 15, from 9 am to 10 pm. 


kick-off on Friday, 
nt continues at 
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Evolution of Expression 
Two nights of artistic passions 
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Charles Darwin's Theory of Evolution states that all species have 
progressed over time from one or a few common ancestors 
through natural selection. Similarly, BMW's automobile and 
motorcycle products show progressive change (from common 
predecessor models) over a select time span. These series of 
BMW product advancements will now be highlighted at the 
BMW Xpo: Evolutions, which runs from July 13, 2007 (Friday) 
to July 15, 2007 (Sunday) at the BMW Pavilion, along the 
Bonifacio High Street, Bonifacio Global City. 


The BMW Xpo will showcase the various sets 
of progressive change on BMW four-wheelers 
and two-wheelers, specifically the new BMW X5 
Sports Activity Vehicle, the new BMW 5 Series 
executive sedan, the new BMW 1 Series premium 
compact hatchback, as well as the new BMW. 
Motorrad G 650X series. 


First up to display the standout progressive 
changes that only BMW can provide is the new 
BMW X5. Its predecessor was the trendsetter 
creating a brand-new segment in the market. And 
now the new BMW Х5 is raising the driving 
experience in a Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) to an 
even higher level. The new BMW Х5 is now 
available with an exciting design and expanded 
body, a range of new engines that offer an optimum 
combination of power and fuel efficiency, as well 
as innovative features unmatched in its class. 


The new BMW 5 Series stil retains the same body 
design as its predecessor, but with a number of 
changes that will make the driver as well as the 
passengers enjoy the sedan even more, The six- 
cylinder diesel units tote “Variable Turbine 
Geometry" for a better and larger power curve, 
while the exterior now has headlights and rear ight 
clusters in technically outstanding clear glass look, 
chrome headlight surrounds with position light 
rings at the front, Light Emitting Diode (LED) 
direction indicators and five light conductor rods 
at the rear Its interior comes with two-tone door 
panels, integrated map pockets with enlarged 
capacity, padded armrests and door closing 
handles, а unique Electronic Gear Selector lever 
for the automatic transmission, and BMW's iDrive 
‘control system enhanced by eight favourite buttons 
for free choice of functions, 


‘Sheer Driving Pleasure for the select younger set 
was also a priority of BMW evolutionary change. 
The new BMW 1 Series now sports under the hood 
а new generation of four-cylinder engines with 
BMW's own high precision direct fuel injection for 
better crivabilty at low engine speeds, An elaborate 
aluminum multi-link suspension setup for the front 
and rear now comes standard for increased 
roadholding and exit speeds out of turns. Inside the 
vehicle, much appreciated features such as the AUX 
interface for connecting external MP3-based audio 
entertainment, as well as the trendy Start/Stop 
button still come as standard. 


“The new BMW Motorrad G 650X model series sport 
the smallest engines in the BMW Motorrad line, but 
doesn't mean that they offer less than their 800cc 
to 1000-plus ce siblings. Their low unladen weight 
of less than 160 kg ог 353 Ib offers dynamic 
performance for both the connoisseur and the 
sports-minded rider, and their four-vaive single 
cylinder engines tote 53 hp and 60 NM of torque. 
These motorcycles’ steel bridoe-type tubular frame 
(with cast aluminum side sections) and the bolted- 
оп aluminum rear frame, together with the rear- 
wheel cast light alloy swing arm characterize the G 
650X series? suspension and running gear concept. 


BMW will also offer a wide range of Premium 
Selection vehicles at the Хро - all under BMW's 
pioneering Certified Pre-Owned program. BMW 
automobiles under the Premium Selection Program 
pass through strict criteria that includes а 100-point. 
technical check, enabling the cars to be covered by 
3 12-month or 20,000-kilometer warranty. 


Preferential deals and exciting prizes also await 
customers al the BMW Xpo. Customers who simply 


Discover the Evolution towards Sheer Driving Pleasure. 
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test drive the newest BMW models will have a 
chance to own an exclusively crafted Vertu handset. 
Furthermore, those who purchase a BMW car or 
motorcycle during the Xpo weekend will have the 
additional chance to owna Limited Edition handset 
from the Vertu Racetrack Legends Series. In this 
regard, those looking to experience Sheer Driving 
Pleasure via BMW's best selling model will be 
delighted to hear that the current model BMW 3 
Series is available on low downpayment options, 
as well as other flexible ownership packages. 
The latest original BMW parts and accessories will 
also be featured, along with BMW Motorrad 
riding gear. 


Of course, BMW is not only about cars and 


uem vr b. 
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motorcycles. BMW is also about a lifestyle that the 
premium set can experience and enjoy, and the 
BMW Xpo stays true to the said tenet with two 
nights of artistic expressions. On July 12, BMW is 
hosting the launch of Rogue Magazine, the latest 
publication that captures Lifestyles on the Edge, 
The next evening, on July 13, BMW will unveil the 
BMW Philippine Miniature Art Cars, а unique 
collection of masterpieces from eight of the 
country's top artists 


The BMW Хро: Evolutions will kick-off on Friday, 
July 13, from 9 am to 4 pm. The event continues at 
the BMW Pavilion along the Bonifacio High Street, 
Bonifacio Global City on Saturday and Sunday, July 
14 to 15, from 9 am to 10 pm. 
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BMW EfficientDynamics 


‘The undeniable appeal of BMW products is based 
not only onits exciting designs and concepts, but also 
оп its innovative technology. In this regard, BMW's 
undisputed leadership in engine construction is due 
in part to its ability to consistently overcome the built- 
in conflict between dynamics and fuel economy. 


Consider this: Today the BMW 320i consumes almost 
one-quarter less fuel than its counterpart model in 
the year 1982. As an added example, the current BMW 
5251 offers even more significant gains in fuel efficiency 
through the years, reducing fuel consumption by 
approximately one-third when compared to its 
predecessors a few decades before. 


These figures are all the more remarkable considering 
that the latest BMW vehicles offer a dramatic 
improvement not only in power and acceleration, 
but also in terms of safety, exhaust management, 
‘motoring comfort, spaciousness, and driving dynamics 
over its predecessors. All of these requirements 
naturally increase vehicle weight, and yet BMW has 
achieved what was previously regarded as impossible: 
incorporating the additional features while significantly 
improving fuel efficiency. 


The evolving combination of dynamism and fuel 
‘economy is best summed up in BMW's philosophy 
of Efficient ynamics. Some of the areas of technology 
that comprise EfficientDynamics include further 


optimisation of the powertrain, energy management, 
апа lightweight construction. 


With these technological advancements working 
together BMW vehicles are able to offer class leading 
fuel efficiency, and at the same time, stil enable the 
motorist to enjoy the Sheer Driving Pleasure typical 
ofa BMWin every respect. 


‘said feature in its entire range of engines, proving its 
benefit in more than a million cars over the world, 


The mavericks from Munich also sought to upgrade 
its four-cylinder and six-cylinder petroleum 
powerplants with High Precision Injection. This feature, 
now available in select variants of the 3 Series and 5 
Series, places the Piezo-injectors at a central position 
between the valves, in the immediate vicinity of the 
‘spark plug. This arrangement paves the way for a jet- 
guided combustion process that sprays the fuel 
directly in the vicinity of the spark plug (instead of 
along the cylinder walls), allowing far more precise 
dosage of fuel and maintenance (especially in lean 
burn mode) throughout a wide operating range on the 
engine map. This helps in significantly reducing fuel 
‘consumption in everyday use despite the further 
increase in engine power. 


Not to be left out are BMW four-cylinder diesel units. 
BMW's new four-cylinder diesels now displace two 
{ters and, for the first time, forced induction in the 
form of turbocharging comes to BMW diesel. 
Both the new BMW 3208 and 520d offer 163 hp and 
340 Newton-metres (Nm) of torque and come with a 
turbocharger featuring variable turbine geometry for 
‘superior power and performance. 


"To reduce emissions, the feed pipe for Exhaust Gas 
Recirculation (EGR) is integrated in the two-liter's 
cylinder head, The EGR valve is positioned on the hot 
side of the engine, the EGR radiator features a bypass. 
serving to limit the emission of harmful substances. 
while the engine is warming up. А further advantage 
of this conceptis that it ensures smooth and cultured 
engine refinement at all times, Al versions of this new 
engine generation come as standard with a diesel 
particulate fiter fitted close to the engine. This ensures 
optimized emission control and management unique 
to BMW diesel 


Through the introduction of new fuel injection and 
combustion processes, BMW has further increased 
the degree of efficiency in the conversion of primary 
‘energy in the combustion engine. 


For instance, BMW recognized a potential for 
improvement in the first generation gas-powered fuel 
injection engines, given that although there were 
economic advantages in running the engine with a large 
volume of alî only avery narrow load range was provided 
at low engine speeds. Hence the introduction of fully 
variable Valvetronic valve control, replacing the throttle 
butterfly with computer-controlled, infinitely variable 
intake valve timing and lift. This resulted in improved 
cold start behavior, lowered exhaust emissions and а 
significant reduction of fuel consumption under 
everyday driving conditions. Its fuel-saving 
characteristics enabled BMW to make standard the 
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BMW has innovatively identified numerous possiblities 
to make intelligent use of the flow of energy within 
the car. 


For exemple, air conditioning operation in its latest 
‘models is now tailored more precisely to the actual 
needs and requirements of the occupants, serving 
again to reduce the consumption of energy. 
А conventional climate compressor, through its 
operating principle alone, is subject to a permanent 
loss of power even when the air conditioning is not in 
use. To prevent this waste of energy, the compressor 
оп the new BMW 5 Series, for instance, may be 
separated completely from the belt drive by a magnetic 
clutch, thus continuing to minimize the loss of power 
аз soon as air conditioning has been deactivated. 


os = 


pleasure. 


Activating ancillary units such as the coolant, fuel and 
oil pumps only when realy required are another hallmark 
of EfficientDynamics. Controlled as a function of 
temperature, the electric coolant pump operates only 
‘when really needed, thus helping the engine achieve 
higher level of all-round efficiency. The electric water 
pump, in tur, adjusts the amount and flow of water to 
the engine's actual cooling requirements, regardless 
of engine speed, reducing the drive power required for 
the pump by up to 90 percent. 


A further points that there is no flow of coolant when 
starting the engine cold, enabling the engine to reach 
its operating temperature more quickly. And last but 
not least, this technology offers additional customer 
benefits through the option to use the residual heat 
in the coolant even when the engine is at a standstill 
in order to warm up the interior 


ion | 


way from the engine to the body of the car, BMW is 
able time and again to break through the weight spiral. 


In this regard, BMW saw fit to shave unwanted mass 
at the camshaft (via a hydrofoaming process) and 
the intake manifold (made using a special synthetic 
material). Despite the increase in power by 20 hp, 
the new 2.0-lter four-cylinder engine is approximately 
four kilograms (kg) lighter than its predecessor with 
Valvetonic - to the benefit of fuel economy 
optimization and the agility of the car under practical 
driving conditions. 


BMW has taken a significant step in weight reduction 
with the introduction of the composite magnesium! 
aluminum crankcase on its straight-six cylinder 
engines. This new engine combined 12 percent more 
power with a reduction in fuel consumption by 
approximately 10 per cent. The magnesium/sluminum 
composite material for the crankcase weighed 
57 percent of a conventional grey-cast iron cylinder 
block and about 24 percent lighter than a comparable. 
aluminum crankcase. 


ТЕ 
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Normally people tend to dismiss auto progressive 
change as something subtle, requiring just a minute's 
attention, then back to the daily grind, With 
EfficientDynamics however, BMW makes every 
evolution = whether it's as simple as a facelift or as 
‘complex as Sheer Driving Pleasure - worthy of 
consideration as that of total change. 


maan 


The BMW Motorrad series of motorcycles have 
always been known for outstanding top-end product 
substance, purist looks, and exceptionally sporting 
riding characteristics. Exhibiting the same 
aforementioned characteristics yet displaying 
potential to attract a broader niche of two-wheeled 
enthusiasts is BMW Motorrad's newest ine- the new 
BMW 6650 X model series, 


These new machines with the smallest engines in 
the BMW model range offer particularly the young 
and young-at-heart motorcycle rider exactly the right 
entry into the world of BMW motorcycles, but are not 
entry-level bikes in the conventional sense of the 
word. Two of these new models will be unveiled at 
the BMW Xpo: Evolutions, namely the G650 XCountry 
and the 6650 XMoto, 


While the XCountry presents riding fun for both on. 
and off road use, the XMoto is designed primarily as 
‘an on-road street bike. On the other hand, both are 
powered by the single-cylinder carried over from the. 
former F650 models, but these have been optimized 
for even better performance and minimum weight. 


The upgraded engine in these new models now 
develop maximum output of 53 hp at 7,000 rpm, 
reaching maximum torque of 60 Nm at 5,250 rpm. 
And the engine's well-known virtues such as 
Superior reliability, motoring refinement, economy, 


and environmental friendliness have been enhanced 
to an even higher standard than ever before. 


Other improvements make the new 0650 X models 
quicker yet easier to maneuver. For example, 
the models four-valve engines now sport avighter 

‚ crankdrive, and the rear whee! is driven on‘all three 
model variants by an O-ring chain. е а 

The position of the fuel tank in the frame triangle 

beneath the seat, a concept already proven on the 

previous model F650 GS, has been carried over to all 

6650 X single-cylinder models on account of its 

obvious benefits, with optimum concentration of 

masses near the motorcycle's low centre of gravity. 

Made of a special plastic material, the fuel tank Has a 

capacity of 9.5 ters -- providing fuel sufficient for a 

‘cruising range of up to 250 kilometers, 


‘The lightweight conceptis also maintained consistently 
with all the motorcycles! attachments and auxiliary 
Units revealing great attention to detail. The footbrake 
and gearshift levers, for instance, are made of light, 
forged and therefore highly stable aluminum. While 
both new models in the 0650 X senes are registered 
for riding with a passenger, the pilion kits are availa 

only as optional equipment on the G650 XMoto. 


The cockpits on both motoreyel 
puristin design and configuration, 


intentionally 


to-read instruments informing the rider at all times of 
his speed, the time of day, and the distance covered. 
"Two trip counters may be activated at the touch of a 
button, and the cockpit also presents a battery charge 
reading. The rear lights come in cutting-edge LED 
technology ensuring a rapid response, above-average 
service lif, a high degree of ight intensity, and power 
consumption kept to a minimum. The direction 
indicators come as standard with white lenses, 


Reflecting the technology usual in this class, electrical 
energy supply and the cables in the electrical system 
retain their conventional technical features. 


With the introduction of the new G650 X line, BMW 
Motorrad continues to stand at the forefront of the 
evolution of two-wheeled pleasure. 


The Evolution of Excitement:.Vertu’s Handcrafted Luxury Mobile Handsets. 
An exclusive chance to own Vertu handsets at the BMW Xpo. 


In a world of mass production, the desire for 
exclusivity remains strong. While millions of 
people have mobile phones, there are 
individuals who demand the best in everything 
they own. Vertu was set up to create an 
entirely new kind of crafted, luxury phone: 

опа handset,” said Frank Nuov 

igner for Vertu, in describing the 
Ultimate statement in connectivity 
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‘Ascent strikes a unique balance b 
hard me 


tough asit 


From July 1310 15, guests at the BMW Хро: 
Evolution at the Bonifacio High Sireet in Fort 
Bonifacio Global City have the unique 
‘opportunity to own one of these exclusively 
handcrafted Vertu mobile phones from the 
Ascent Collection with every BMW test dr 


event hav 
Limited Edition handset 
Racetrack Legends Se 


being dropped. The Liquidmetal 
the chassisisane 


more, customers who рш 
ar ог motorcycle during the weekend 
the additional chance to own 
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als and soft leather - a 


55 kilograms of force 1o. 
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the hardness of stainless steel. This is the frst 
time ithas been used on a mobile phone. 


Numerous design details evoke the Ascent's 

sports car inspiration. For instance, the sp 

ports evoke images of air vents, 

hand-stitched leather details resemble that of 
in addi 

mbles a fuel tank cap and even the 

ews on the battery co 


In staying true to its affinity with luxury sport 
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world, 


ith only 1000 numbered pi 
available globally. Notably, one of these highly 
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Pleasure. During the Xpo weekend, ci 
who purchase a BMW car or motorcycle have 
o own a Vertu Ascent Nürburgring 
sommemorate 
one of the most rent 
world. Select Vertu handsets will be featured 
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The new BMW 5 Series 
Business and Pleasure 


The BMW 5 Series has long been considered as the 
vehicle of choice for business leaders due to its strong 
presence and refined dynamism. Now, with the 
Production ofthe new BMW 5 Series, BMW has firmly 
‘established its dominance in the business class —with 
{ts portfolio of new features and refinements that further 
improve the industry benchmark, 


ттт 


Savile 


New design elements have created a perfected 
synthesis of sporting character and sophisticated 
elegance in the new BMW 5 Series. 


n the front, headlights now come with briliant clear 
glass technology with transparent glass panels covering 
the direction indicators. Chrome edging additionally 
highlights the technically sophisticated round 
headlamps, Another distinguishing feature is the air 
intake, sweeping up at the side and provided with a 
horizontal trim bar, highlighting the wide sporty track 
of the car. 


Inthe cleanly engineered front air dam, the outline of 
the BMW double kidney grille is now flush with the 
adjacent surfaces, The air intake sweeping up at the 
Side along the same dynamic line as the headlight 
‘contours also contributes to the smooth, harmonious 
and friendly look of the front end. And finally, the 
horizontal trim bar in the middle highlights the wide, 
sporty track of the car. 


On the side, the BMW 5 Series has a sleeker, more 
stretched appearance - an effect produced by an 


in the business class: 


= 


additional ight contour along the side-sils. The rear 
tend, in tum, is dominated by horizontal Ines highlighting 
the look of superior power Like the headlights at the 
front, the rear lights also come in a new, sophisticated 
dlear-glass look and now feature LED direction indicators 


Power units with improved performance and efficiency 
raise the line-up of engines in the BMW 5 Series to an 
even higher standard. BMW's petroland diesel engines 
already widely lauded for their superior power and 
refinement now also takes the lead in terms of fuel 
economy in all performance classes. 


Engine outputin the new BMW 530dis now increased 
to 231 hp (+4 from the former model). This 3.0-itre 
power unit boasts of a Variable Turbine Geometry 
(УТС) turbocharger system for muscular and, at the 
‘same time, harmonious development of power and 
performance under all conditions. Maximum torque 
Sf 500 Newton-metres develops at just 1,750 rpm. 
resulting in powerful acceleration -- 100 km/h in just 
6.8 seconds. Top speed of the new BMW 530d, 
in tum, is 250 km/h while average fuel consumption 
15.6 km/itres, which is approximately12 per cent lower 
than on the former model. 


The BMW 523i straight-six features a 2.5-йге petrol 
power unit developing 190 hp. This engine is 13 hp 
more powerful than its predecessor. On the road, 
this kind of power enables the BMW 523i to accelerate 
to 100 kmih in 9.1 seconds and reach a top speed of 
233 km/h. Despite this increase in power, average fuel 
‘consumption of 14.5 krnllitre is approximately 12 
Percent lower thanits predecessor model. 


Well known for its superior performance and fuel 
economy, the BMW 520d completes the new BMW 5 
‘Series modelline-up. The four-cylinder diesel displacing 


the new BMW 


5 Series. 


mo 


20 litres also features common~ail fuel injection and 
a VTG turbocharger 


Developing maximum output of 163 hp combined with 
peak torque of 340 Nm, the power unit featuredin the 
BMW 520d also ensures sporting performance and 
‘dynamism on the road: Acceleration of 0-100 kmih is 
achieved in 8.6 seconds andits top speed of the is 223 
enh Average fuel consumption is 21.07 kmilire based 
on the fuel economy run organized by the Philippine 
Department of Energy. 


Enhanced control comfort, new design and particularly 
sophisticated materials on the surfaces give the interior 
Of the new BMW 5 Series a new standard of quality 
Both the driver and his passengers will see and feel 
immediately, delivering a wonderful experience of driving 
pleasure. High-class Pearl Gloss Chrome, the very 
pleasant rubber finish on the controls for smooth and 
Easy handling, comfortable padding on the door 
armrests and panels as well as on the centre console, 
al contribute to the new refinement of the BMW 5 
Series interiors. At the same time, additional storage 
options give the new BMW 5 Series an even higher 
standard of practical function, 


Finally, business travellers wil find comfortable seats 
and ample roominess inside the BMW 5 Series that 
‘makes it the ideal vehicle for traveling long distances 
during weekends. Offering luggage compartment 
capacity of 540 litres (18.9 cubic feet), the new BMW 
S Series gives the driver and passengers superior 
luggage space -enough to easily fit four golf bags. 


‘Allmodel variants of the BMW 5 Series in the Philippines 
are equipped witha six-speed automatic transmission, 


‘Apart from the direct connection to the engine, 
this new transmission features upgraded hydraulics, 
Innovative torque converter and more powerful 
management software, ensuring a truly spontaneous 
response to even the slightest movement of the gas 
pedal aswell as extremely fast and efficient gear shifting, 
For the driver, this translates to 40 per cent faster 
reaction times than on former automatic transmission 
models, with the actual gearshift time being almost 
halved. Shifting back a gear is now just as fast due to 
the direct gear path finder 


Featured for the first time in the new BMW 5 Series is 
the innovative Electronic Gear Selector that made its 
recent debut in the new BMW X5. With the new gear 
Selector, transmission management is not done 
mechanically, but rather by electrical signals. Gearshift 
pattern is the same as on a conventional automatic 
Transmission, however gear selector lever moves back 
toits original position once the gear selected is engaged. 
‘The “Park! position, on the other hand, is activated by 
a button in the gear selector lever. 


Control of the iDrive vehicle management system has 
also been optimised to an even higher standard, 
‘with the controller positioned on the centre console 
‘and the central control display in the dashboard serving 
fo mastermind the climate control, entertainment and 
‘communication functions. 


Apart from enhanced menu guidance and refined 
graphics, the new favourite buttons ensure even more. 
{tule control and operation of the car The eight freely 
available buttons with their favourite functions allow the 
‘iver and front passenger to access important functions 
‘vary quickly, smoothly and easily. 


Experience the merger of business and pleasure with 
the new BMW 5 Series at the BMW Xpo: Evolutions, 
from July 13 to 15 at the BMW Pavilion along the 
Bonifacio High Street in the Fort Global City. — ^ 


Premium fun in the compact class. 


BMW's expansion into the compact class with a sport 
hatch saloon was intially mot with mixed reactions, 
While an overwhelming majority took this as a sign of 
great things to come, there were naturally those 
Ghavoidable skeptics who feared that a BMW in this 
Compact car segment would not be able to live up to 
the expectations worthy of the brand. 


Of course, any skepticism was immediately replaced 
by awe once the new BMW 1 Series was unveiled. 
AS the first and stil the only, compact car with rear- 
wheel drive in the market, the BMW 1 Series captured 
ail the driving desires of a new generation, 
‘with technological innovations and premium features 
previously found only in upper segment vehicles. 
Engine at the front, power transmission to the rear 
wheels- this is the concept for Sheer Driving Pleasure. 
Unique to its class. 


And now this pleasure is being enhanced to a 
new level of perfection. Evolving with significant 
modifications to the car's exterior design, and an 
attractive redesign of the interior, the new BMW 1 
Series will celebrate its market debut at the BMW Xpo. 


Appropriate modifications both front and rear give the 
new BMW 1 Series an even more powerful and 


characteristic look. As a result, the car retains the same 
impressive face with re-designed and enlarged BMW 
Kidney grille right in the middle, This distinctive look 
is accentuated by the newly contoured headlight 
Surrounds in the bumper unt, darker surrounds on 
the lights, a wider air intake in the lower section of the 
front зи dam, a more pronounced spoiler lip and a new 
trim bar. 


“The sporty looks of the new BMW 1 Series are backed 
by its powerful and efficient four-cylinder engines. 
Inthe top end, the new BMW 120i with its 2 0-е 
powerplant develops a maximum output of 156 hp, 
Becelerating to 100 km/h in just 9.2 seconds and 
topping out at 213 km/h. The 118i offers the same 
standard of impressive progress, developing 136 ho, 
accelerating to 100 km/h in a scant 10.1 seconds and 
topping out at 204 km/h. Last but certainly not least 
isthe 1161, with 116 hp, providing acceleration to 100 
km/h in 10.9 seconds and a top speed of 200 kmh. 


‘Transmission-wise, the new BMW 116i comes as 
standard with a six-speed manual gearbox. Both the 
BMW 120i and 118% are available in the Philippines with 
six-speed automatic transmission including a Steptronic 
function. BMW's current version of this transmission 
‘comes with new converter technology incorporating 


Business and Pleasure 


The new BMW 5 Series 


ап integrated torsion damper, ensuring a direct 
Connection ofthe transmission tothe engine, The result 
is Short reaction and gearshift times that ensure а 
Sporting style of motoring even in automatic mode. I 
One wishes the driver can even intervene manually in 
the selection of gears via the gear selector lever. 


The BMW 1 Series proves its outstanding premium 
character in terms of safety, entertainment and 
motoring comfort. Exceptionally wide range of fea- 
tures includes frontal airbags, side airbags, curtain 
head airbags for the both the front and rear, as well as 
runflat tires complemented by a Tire Defect Indicator. 


In addition, and as a first in its segment, the BMW 1 
Series comes as standard with BMW's innovative. 
Dynamic Stability Control (DSC), which ensures а 
superior level of active safety of the road. DCS works 
in conjunction with anti-lock brakes (ABS) and fully 
integrated Automatic Stability Control (ASC), 
and also provides a stabilising function in fast and 
dynamic bends. Applying the brakes as required on 
Specific wheels or reducing engine power where 
appropriate, the system sets off even the slightest 
tendency to over- or understeer. And whenever the 
driver needs utmost stopping power, the Brake 
Assistant maximises brake pressure. 


EE VLA ЕНЕГЕ 


Cornering Brake Control (CBC), in turn, prevents the 
car from spinning when applying the brakes lightly in а 
‘bend, while Dynamic Traction Control (OTC) increases. 
the system's slip threshold whenever necessary. 


Interns of entertainment, the audio systems available 
are among the mast sophisticated in the compact 
Segment. Further adaptability is provided by the auxiliary. 
jack featured as standard, enabling occupants to 
integrate an extemal MP3 player into the audio system. 


Withits enhanced features and design, the new BMW 
1 Series is poised to continue its stellar success. 
In addition, this trendy sport hatch also stands аз proof 
thata BMW in any segment wil always stay true toits 
premium character. 


"Discover the new BMW 5 Series and enjoy the pleasures of the business class lifestyle. 


Class-leading technology 


* Modified Drive technology with a redesigned controller 
* B-memory function buttons for personalized control 
+ New electric gear selector allowing quicker response 


time during shifting 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 


Superior driver and passenger comfort 


* Generous interior space and the largest trunk space in its class 
* Premium leather seats and trims with soft and rich texture. 
* Rear sunblinds, automatic airconditioning and electric seats 


‘Supreme performance and efficiency 


and aluminum components 


* Bestpower-to-fuel consumption ratio inits segment, thanks 
to more powerful and efficient petrol and diesel engines 
* Lightweight engine and body construction with magnesium 


Bu”. й 
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Since its introduction in 1999, the BMW XS has 
been a trendsetter in the premium segment as a 
Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV), as opposed to the 
standard Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV). The main 
difference between the SAV and SUV - which 
allowed the BMW X5 to stand above the crowd, 
is the fact that the X5 is designed as an on-road 
vehicle capable of off-road use, rather than 
‘oppositely inclined SUVs. With this unique approach, 
the result was a versatile vehicle that provided luxury, 
‘comfort, and driving pleasure. 


Now, the new BMW X5 raises the benchmark to 
even higher levels. 


For starters, BMW's latest Sport Activity Vehicle 
offers more power at pleasing fuel efficiency 
levels. The new BMW 3.0d develops 235 hp and 
520 Nm of torque (appearing between 2000 and 
2750 rpm). Amazingly, this more potent power 
unit weighs 25 kilos less than its predecessor's 
engine due to an all-aluminum crankcase. 


With its third generation of common rai technology, 


Introducing the new BMW X5. 


The latest BMW Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) harnesses the power of the elements: 


Earth: Elegant interior with luxurious textures end rims, 


the new BMW XS has an advanced Piezo fuel 
injection system, feeding fuel at a pressure of 1,600 
bar. This ensures not only a particularly powerful 
and economical combustion process, but also a 
clean fuel bur as well. This, in combination with a 
particulates filter positioned close to the engine as 
well as an oxidation catalyst housed in the same 
unit, ensures low and controlled emissions. 


The new BMW Х5'в power is transmitted to the rear 
wheels by a six-speed automatic transmission that 
shifts gears with new converter technology. This 
latest innovation reduces reaction and shift times 
versus a conventional automatic transmission by 
upto 40%. ts direct gear detection function enables 
the transmission to shift down just as quickly when 
skipping one or several gears, thus not taking up 
апу additional time in the process. 


As an added highlight, the new X5 features an all- 
new gear selector that works through electronic. 
signals rather than mechanical motions. Drivers will 
easily adapt to the latest technology as the gearshift 
pattern is the same as a conventional automatic 


Wind: Spacious comfort vith а bigger, bolder and sportier presence. 
Fire: The latest engine technology delivering increased output and lower fuel consumption, 
Water: Fluid design and motion contributing to enhanced driving dynamics 


The new BMW X5. Confident Arrival. 


transmission, only in this case, the lever moves back 
after use to its original position. Also, the parking 
position is activated by a button at the top of the 
Gear selector for added ease of use. Аз an added 
Convenience, the new Х5 features an electro- 
mechanical parking brake first introduced in the 
flagship BMW 7 Series. This ergonomic feature 
further creates more interior space in the driver area. 


‘Thenew BMW XS now sports afrontrear suspension 
setup of a double wishbone front axle and an integral- 
IV rear axle. This cutting-edge configuration allows 
a particularly high standard of lateral acceleration, 
extremely good directional stability, and exemplary 
roll comfort all at the same time. 


The new BMW X5 exudes a far higher standard of 
stability and presence. The stretched side look of 
the vehicle is limited by the muscular D-pillars, 
with the merging ines of all pillars helping to provide 
an appropriately shortened roofline again 
enhancing the overall look of slender elegance. 
Yet а further classic feature of BMW design is the 
contour line rising up slightly to the rear and coming 
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‘out most distinctly on the level of the door opener. 
Starting out behind the front wheel arches, 
this characteristic contour line embraces the entire 
rear end of the vehicle, without being interrupted 
even by the rear light clusters. 


Due toits expanded body, certain variants of the new 
BMW X5 come with a third row of seats fitted at the 
rear comfortably accommodating up to 7 passengers. 
The interior of the new BMW Х5 also features а 
completely redesigned interior. It has a large center- 
‘mounted display screen and simplified iDrive system. 
that masterminds comfort and entertainment 
functions. A new, anti-glare monitor automatically 
adjusts brightness to ambient light and is positioned 
at exactly the ight point within the instrument panel, 
‘enabling the driver to takein the information displayed 
at any time without turning his head and only very 
briefly moving his eyes away from the road. 


With the new BMW XS, BMW has enhanced its 
second flagship and firmly established its long- 
held position as the benchmark in the luxury 
segment yet again. 
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ARE THE HEROES—14 YOUNG MARINES WHO 


vainly searched the jungles of Basilan on Tuesday for kid- 
napped Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi and who died in an 
ambush by members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
despite a four-year ceasefire agreement. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo led the 
military brass and some 400 other offi- 
cers and personnel yesterday afternoon 
їп according a heroes’ welcome to the 


Marines killed in action. 

Ten of the 14 were beheaded and mu- 
tilated by their attackers. Their caskets, 
smaller than the four others, indicated 


Meet lone woman Marine 


By Julie S. Alipala. 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ISABELA CITY, BASILAN—THE PHILIP- 
pine Marines now has a young female of- 
ficer on combat duty—the first in its his- 
tory. 

Marine commandant Maj. Gen. Nel- 
son Allaga said the presence of a woman 
in their ranks had made the corps even 
prouder despite the July 10 debacle in 
Barangay Ginanta, Albarka (formerly 
Tipo-tipo). 

“Now the tag ‘The Few, The Proud, 
‘The Marines is more meaningful be- 
cause we are no longer an all-male mili- 
tary unit. Now we have females, and one 
of the few women we have is actually on 


Board game 
helps players 
beat corruption 

By Fe Zamora 


LOS BANOS, LAGUNA—CAN ONE 
survive a corrupt business environ- | 
‘ment without engaging in graft and | 
bribery? 
Yes, if life were a reality board 
game called "Kemorpheum.” | 
Designed by Richard Gottbreht, 
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combat duty,” he told the INQUIRER. 

Allaga was referring to 2nd Lr. 
Maria Rowena "Weng" Muyuela, 
head of the 73rd Marine Company 
under its Assault Armor Battal- 
ion. 

Weng, as she prefers to be 
called, was in the thick of the. 
fighting chat followed rhe Tues- 
day ambush in Ginanta of a con- 
voy of Marines heading back to 
base after a fruitless search for the 
kidnapped Italian priest Giancarlo 
Bossi. (Story at right.) 

There are 13 other female offi 
cers in the Marine Corps. 

‘According to Allaga, Weng is 
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^ “THE FEW, THE PROUD, THE MARINES:” 


The 


10 of them mutilated, to run after the barbaric perpetrators. 


Home are the heroe 


GMA says killers can’t hide under negotiating table 


their sad fate. 

Vice President Noli de Castro, Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and act- 
ing Defense Secretary Norberto Gonza- 
Jes also took part in the somber ceremo- 
ny at Villamor Air Base (УАВ) in Pasay 
City. 

A light rain fell as the 14 flag-draped 
caskets were unloaded one by one froma 
C-130 plane by six pallbearers from the 
Navy and Marines dressed in gala uni- 
forms. 


Ms Arroyo waited at the foot of the 
ramp and saluted as each casket was car- 
ried out. 

Later, widows, parents and siblings 
stood behind the coffins of their loved 
ones and wept as the Philippine Air Force 
Band played “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 

‘The MILF had admitted that its fight- 
ers attacked and killed the Marines, 
whom it accused of encroaching into its 
stronghold in Albarka (formerly Tipo- 

HOMEJAIO 


PHILIPPINE MARINE CORPS’ FIRST-EVER 
FEMALE ON COMBAT DUTY: 2nd Lt, Maria 
Rowena Muyuela poses with her “boyfriend” 
the V150 Commando in Tabiawan, Basilan. 


Strunk suicide deepens Nida murder mystery 


By Bayani San Diego Jr, Alcuin Papa, 
Tetch Torres and Thea Alberto 
Inquirernet 


THE DEATH OF ROD STRUNK HAS 
deepened the mystery of the murder of 
his wife Nida Blanca. 

But close friends of the late actress say 
otherwise, 

^1 believe that his death ends Nida’s 
murder case.” 

This reaction came after news that 
Strunk, accused as the mastermind in 


US Senate 
votes to double 
Bin Laden 
bounty to $50M 


How Angel stays 
afloat, and 
Carmina’s best 
defense 
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Blanca's gruesome murder, had commi 
ted suicide. 

“1 want to tell Kay Torres [Blanca's 
daughter from a previous marriage] not 
to pursue the case anymore. 1 also want 
to consult a lawyer—to know more 
about the legal repercussions of his 
death,” said veteran actress Caridad 
Sanchez, a close friend of Blanca. 

Sanchez said Strunk's death was poet- 
ic justice, saying she found it “very iron- 
ic" that Strunk also died in a parking lot. 

“Why is it that he was also found ina 


Staying all 
through the night: How call 
center workers can cope 
with their graveyard shift 
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parking lot?” asked-Sahchez. “What is 
the meaning of his death? Its like poetic 
Justice.” 

Strunk, 68, a former US actor and 
singer, died Wednesday (Thursday in 
Manila) after falling reportedly from the 
second floor balcony of a motel in Tracy, 
California, to the parking lot 20 feet be- 
low in what police ruled was a suicide, 

“How can we proceed when he 
(Strunk) is already dead? Tama na yan 
(That's enough). That's hatred already. 

STRUNKIAB 
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itary is now pouring hundreds of Marines into the area where 14 Marines were killed, 


‘The slain 
soldiers tried 
their best to 
save the rest’ 


By Julie. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ISABELA CITY, BASILAN—THOUGH 
wounded, 2nd Lt. Maria Rowena 
Muyuela and her crew on board the ar- 
mored V150 Commando 312 returned to 
the ambush site in a heroic effort to re- 
trieve wounded comrades. (See profile 
of Muyuela at left.) 

"People see me as a hero, but I am 
not,” Muyuela said. “Му heroes are ай 
those slain soldiers who tried their best 
to save the rest. My appeal to our govern: 
ment is to bestow on them the highest 
awards because they deserve it more 
than Ido.” 

Muyuela recounted stories of courage 

THESLAIN/AIO 


First Pinay 
oceanographer 
to the rescue 


By Angelina б. Goloy 
Contributor 


AT ABOUT THE TIME ORGANIZERS OF 
the worldwide concert “Live Earth” were 
tuming up the heat on climate change 
awareness, oceanographers monitored a 
further increase in the sea surface tem- 
perature in the Pacific. 

‘The Marine Science Institute (MSI) at 
the University of the Philippines in Dili- 
man, Quezon City, observed that from 
June to July, the temperature had risen 
to 31 degrees Celsius (an increase of 5 
degree). 

‘This is higher than the average tem- 
perature over the last 20 years, said Dr. 
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Wild about Harry: 
Some secrets behind 
the making of the latest 
Harry Potter movie 
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finally proclaimed 


Zubiri says he’s looking forward to working with opposition solons 


By Jerome Aning 


EXACTLY TWO MONTHS AFTER THE MAY 14 POLLS, 
the Commission on Elections yesterday proclaimed 
Team Unity's Juan Miguel Zubiri a senator, ending a bit- 


ter political squabble over th 


“Tm so excited to buckle down to, 
work. To my friends in the Senate, 
here I come,” Zubiri told reporters. 

He said he was looking forward to 
working with his friends in the Sen- 
ate, particularly Francis "Chiz" Es- 
cudero, Alan Peter Cayetano and Be 
nigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, who, like 
him, were members of the previous 
House of Representatives. 

He said he would also like to work 
with his rival, Aquilino “Koko” Pi- 
mentel Ше father, Sen. Aquilino 
“Nene” Pimentel Jr, whom he called 
his “idol.” 

Escudero, Cayetano, Aquino and 
Pimentel are with the opposition. 


Yes to investigation 

Once in the Upper House, he said 
would not hinder any investigation. 
that may be launched by other sena- 
tors regarding the alleged election ir- 
regularities in Mindanao. 

Zubiri, however, had to wait more 
than an hour-and-a-half to be pro- 
claimed because some of the election 
commissioners arrived late for the 
rites originally scheduled at 10 a.m. 
Commissioner Romeo Brawner, who 
was on an official trip to Pangasinan, 
missed the ceremony. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
т, who read the poll body's resolu- 
tion certifying Zubiri's victory, said 
Zubiri won by 19,292 votes over 13th 
placer Pimentel. 

Based on the latest Comelec tally, 
Zubiri got a total of 11,004,099 votes, 
while Pimentel obtained 10,984,807. 

Abalos said the remaining uncan- 
vassed vote results “will not material- 
ly affect” Zubiri's lead. 


е 12th spot in the race. 


Abalos presented to Zubiri his cer- 
tificate of proclamation and relayed 
his congratulations. The chair, 
flanked by the other commissioners, 
then raised Zubir's hand as the lat- 
ters supporters applauded. 

Zubiri joined family members, sup- 
porters and friends in posing for pic- 
tures in the Comelec session hall, 
looking relieved and less anxious 
compared to recent weeks after Pi- 
mentel asked the Supreme Court to 
stop Zubiri's proclamation. 

On Friday, Pimentel failed to se- 
cure a temporary restraining order 
from the high tribunal to block Zu- 
biri’s proclamation due to alleged 
fraudulent selection results from 
Maguindanao province that favored 
TU candidates. 

Zubiri admitted to being stressed 
out and exhausted fighting Pimentel 
moves before the Comelec, the 
‘Supreme Court and the public. 

Hetold reporters: "I thank God this 
is over. Its been mental and emotion- 
al torture forme.” 


Poll automation 

Zubiri's six-year term as a senator 
should have begun on June 30. 

He said the automation of elections 
would be one of his priorities so that 
no candidate would ever have to wait 
to be proclaimed, as he did, and no 
one would be tempted to cheat. 

"This is a fate I wouldn't wish even 
on my enemies," he said. 

He said he would help his fellow 
senators, especially Richard Gordon, 
їп making sure the recently passed Au- 
tomated Election Systems Act would 
be implemented, adding: "If this [de- 
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BOARD OF CANVASSERS 


MIGZ ZUBIRI whoops it up with the Comelec commissioners who proclaimed him yesterday, from left, Rene Sarmiento, Resurreccion 2 
Borra, chair Benjamin Abalos, Florentino Tuason Jr. and Nicodemo Ferrer. 


lay] happens again in the coming 
barangay elections [in October) and 
the 2010 presidential elections, the 
country will be plunged into turmoil.” 

Zubiri said his legislative agenda 
included rural development, the con- 
tinuing search for alternatives to fos- 
sil fuel and jobs generation. 

Before going to the Comelec, Zu- 
biri attended Mass at the Manila 
Cathedral. He was accompanied by 
his wife, Audrey, and his parents, 
Bukidnon Gov. Joe and Vicky Zubiri, 
brother Bukidnon Rep. Joey Zubiri 
and other relatives and friends, 

Zubiri said there would bea victory 
celebration in his native Bukidnon on 
Monday. He said he would be meet- 
ing with his province mates-who are 
eager to congratulate him for being 
the first senator from Bukidnon. 

He thanked President Macapagal- 
Arroyo for giving him “moral sup- 
port” as the election results were be- 
ing contested, 

То his critics who said his victory 


Auction Dates: 
July 26 - 29, 2007 
STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


Inspection Dates; 


was mere tsamba (luck), he said, "Give me 
time to prove myself,” adding that his nine 
years in the House gave him a good training 
ground for legislative work. 

Meanwhile, Zubiri said he would no longer 


REMZAMORAT 


pursue the libel case he contemplated filing 
against fellow Sen, Antonio Trillanes IV. 
“There will be no more cases to be filed. 
Lets just move forward for the people.‘ 
Enough of quarrels," he told reporters. 


Widespread protests greet 
onset of antiterror law 


By Т] Burgonio in Manila, 
and Romulo Ponte and Bobby Q. Labalan, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


BRANDING THE HUMAN SECURITIES ACT A 
“real threat” to civil liberties, the militant 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas yesterday 
offered “tips” to the public on how to guard 
against abuse on the implementation of the 
new law and avoid violations of their rights. 
Hundreds of militants launched simultane: 
ous protest rallies yesterday in provinces 
within the Bicol region calling for concerted 
efforts among those opposed to the new law. 
‘Members of leftist organizations massed in 
front of the Sorsogon Provincial Police Office 
as their leaders took turns assailing the Ar- 
royo administration 
In Albay, members of the leftist groups 
Gabriela, Kilusang Mayo Uno, KMP Kabataan, 
Condor.Piston, Karapatan and Bayan picketed 
the PNP Regional Command in Camp Ola before 
they proceeded to the Albay capitol building. 
‘The protestors challenged Albay Gov. Joey 
Salceda and Vice Gov. Brando Sael to protect 
Albayanos from harm in the wake of the im- 


4 plementation of the HSA. 
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InLos Bafios, Laguna, about 100 University 
of the Philippines-Los Вайоз students and 
members of militant groups held a protest ral- 
ly and noise barrage on Friday evening along 
Junction Road to protest the new law. 

Arman Albarillo, Bayan-Southern Tagalog 
secretary general, told the INQUIRER the group 
started their protest at about 6 p.m. and end- 
editatabout 7 p.m. 

He said the protest in the university town 
was held simultaneously with demonstra- 
tions in Batangas, Rizal, Cavite and Quezon. 

The best way to defy the law, KMP public 


Fish going on postage stamps 


By Amy R. Remo 


TUNA, CUTTLEFISH, SEAWEED, SQUID 
and other aquatic creatures take center stage 
this month when the Bureau of Fisheries and 
‘Aquatic Resources (BFAR) and the Philippine 
Postal Corp. launch a special postage stamp 
series dubbed “Fishes.” 

The unveiling of the special stamps is 
among the major highlights of a monthlong 
celebration of the BFAR’s 60th anniversary. 

According to BFAR Director Malcolm 
Sarmiento Jr, the seven commemorative 
stamps feature several of the Philippines’ 
prime export products, including yellowfin 
tuna, skipjack, giant trevally, Diana (moon- 
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(seaweed). 

‘The photos used in the stamps were provid- 
ed by Filipino diver-hobbyists, environment 
advocates and the BFAR. 

‘Tuna is the country's top export product to 
the United States, Japan, China and a number 
of European countries. 

The Philippines is the world’s second 
largest producer of seaweed, with production 
reaching 1.39 million metric tons. This ac- 
counts for 11.6 percent ofthe total world pro- 
duction of 12 million metric tons. 

‘As well, the Philippines ranks Мо. 8 among 


information officer Carl Ala said, was for peo- 
ple to always assert their rights, and to be al- 
ways aware of the issues by joining rallies and 
forums. 

“Make your voice heard,” he said, “The best 
countermeasure is awareness. We should al- 
ways beon the alert. We should not allow our- 
selves to be cowed by this law.” 

‘The KMP said it expected the government 
to file “trumped-up charges” against militants 
and arrest them en masse in rallies as the leg- 
islation, otherwise known as the antiterror 
law, took effect today. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita had 
confirmed the HSA would take effect Sunday 
without the need of any implementing rules 
and regulations, 

The KMP went as far as to say that the gov- 
ernment might even deploy “death squads” to 
liquidate militant leaders in Metro Manila. 

“Whether there's an IRR (implementing 
rules and regulations) or not, the terror law 
will become an instrument of the regime 
against the people. They're saying that we're : 
a front of the NPA. So the main targets are the + 
people and organizations critical of the gov- 
ernment,” Ala said in a press forum. 

"Thats why we're taking extra precautions. 
‘The media should also take precautions,” Ala 
said. 

‘The other pieces of advice were: 

* When going out, always tell someone 
where you're going and your estimated time „ 
of arrival at your destination. i 

ө Always go in groups. Always be on the 2 
lookout for suspicious individuals, i 

elf you are being followed, do not panic. + 
Go to a crowded place and ask for help. Take 4 
note of the face, build and other features of 4 
the individuals stalking you. 


the top 10 fish-producing countries in the 
world, with a production of 4.16-million met- 
ric tons. This accounts for 2.8 percent of the 
total world production of 146.27-million met- 
ric tons, according to the Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization. 

"The enshrining of the fishes in the PhilPost 
stamps is a recognition of the significance of 2 
fisheries in the country's economy,” Philpost 2 
Assistant Postmaster General Luis Carlos said. ^ 

Carlos commended the efforts of the De- 2 
partment of Agriculture (DA) and the BFAR in 
its six decades of ensuring proper manage- + 
‘ment and conservation of fisheries and aquat- 
icresources. 

Sarmiento expressed confidence that with $ 
the DA's support, fish production could again £ 
breach another milestone this year—the 5- 
million-merric-ton mark. 

The fisheries sector reached a production $ 
of 3 million metric tons only in 2001, and 4+ 
million metric tons in 2004. т 

Та the first quarter of 2007, the fishery sub- * 
sector proved to be the biggest gainer, posting 
an 8.52-percent surge. 

Accounting for 23.68 percent of the total 
agricultural output, this sector’s production 
value amounted to P43.67 billion, up by 10.3 
percent from P39.58 billion in the same peri- 
od last year. 


“Gusto ko siya ang Баһа!а sa bedtime 
story ni Junior, kahit nasa US siya.” 
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Ferry's certificate suspended 


Captain says accident not result of miscalculation 


By Riza Т. Olchondra, in Manila, 
and Delfin Mallari. Jr, Inquirer 


Southern Luzon bad weather,” Santiago said, 


When the search is complete, 
the Board of Marine Inquiry (BMI), 
tasked with investigating maritime 
disasters, will convene immediate- 
ly to pinpoint what went wrong 
and who should be held responsi- 
ble, BMI is empowered to revoke 
the franchise of operators or sus- 


:THE MARITIME INDUSTRY Au- 
thority (Marina) yesterday sus- 
pended the safety certificate and 
crew documents of roll-on roll-off 
(тото) ferry M/V Blue Water 
Princess, which ran aground off 
the coast of Quezon province on 
July 11, resulting in the death of 
at least 15 people. 

‘The M/V Blue Water Princess, 
owned by AC-Joy Express Liner and 
operated by Blue Magic Ferries, left 
Dalahican port in Lucena City on 
‘Wednesday aftemoon bound for 
Masbate. But the 483-ton vessel 
was battered by strong winds and 
seven-meter waves, which made it 
тип aground. It is now half-sub- 
‘merged on its роп, or left, side. 

Only 11 of the 15 fatalities 
based on updated. company 
records have been identified. 

‘They are Rodolfo de la Fuente, 
ship chief mate; Wilgin Perlas, or- 
dinary seaman; Daveson de Guz- 
man, apprentice, and passengers 
Nicanor and Leonila Arsipe of Plac 
er, Masbate; Gloria Deuda, Mas- 
bate City; Jean de Jesus, Palanas, 
Masbate; Cristina Labong, Mas- 
bate City; Lourdes Ricafranca, Lu- 
cena City; Maribel Mirallo, Mas- 
bate City, and Lucena Arrizagada. 

"Even if the ro-ro is salvaged 
and repaired, Blue Magic Ferries 
will not be allowed to run it,” said 
Arnie S. Santiago, Marina's offi- 
cer in charge for enforcement. 

Santiago said the agency was still 
conducting an initial investigation. 

“Marina, together with local 
port authorities, will also tighten 


pend the license of ship officers. 


any “miscalculation” on his part. 


Huge waves 
‘waves were very abnormal,” he said. 


abnormal along that route.” 
Holding back his tears, Retar- 


the victims’ families. 


gers,” he said in Filipino. 


licensed ship captain since 1981 
without any maritime accident. 
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checks оп all ro-ro ferries, more so 
because we are expecting more 


But Virgilio Retardo, 61, cap- 
tain ofthe ill-fated ship, asserted 
yesterday that the “unforrunate 
accident” was not the result of 


"What brought the ship down 
were huge waves. It was my first 
time to encounter such big waves on 
that route, almost 20 feet tal. Those 


Retardo said he had been go- 
ing through the Dalahican-Mas- 
bate sea lane for the past five 
years. “Those waves were very 


do extended his sympathies to 


^ want to extend my sincere 
condolences to the families of the 
victims and 1 hope they will un- 
derstand me because 1 did all 1 
could for the safety of all passen- 


Retardo said he had served asa 


“1 also lost three of my men, in- 
cluding my chief mate. Any ship 
official in that situation would 
have made the same decision that 
1 made, its a judgment call to 
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protect the lives of the passengers 
and I know I made the right deci- 
sion,” Retardo said. 

He said he was ready to face 
the BMI. 

Retardo also debunked reports 
there could be more bodies in the 
ship's eight cabins. 


PRC: Texts 
on nursing 
exam false 


TEXT MESSAGES “GOING 
around about the 2007 Nurses 
Licensure Examination given 
in June should not be believed, 
the Professional Regulation 
Commission said yesterday. 

The PRC said the correction. 
phase of the exam, which was 
also given to 2006 examinees 
who opted to retake the test 
after last year's cheating scan- 
dal, was proceeding smoothly. 

Considering that more than 
78,580 nursing graduates took 
the exams that consisted of 
five subjects, correcting the ex- 
am papers should take longer, 
the PRC said in an official an- 
nouncement, a copy of which 
‘was sent to the INQUIRER. 

‘The announcement, signed 
by PRC chair Leonor Tripon- 
Rosero, said the results of last 
June's nursing licensure ex- 
am would be released in the 
last week of August. 

Thus, nursing examinees 
should not believe text mes- 
sages going around about the 
stage of processing and the 
number that passed the ex- 
am, the announcement said. 

Tt advised all the parties 
concerned to remain in- 
formed by following official 
PRC and Board of Nursing an- 
nouncements disseminated 
through the media, 


No cabins 

“We don't have cabin passengers. 
If there are still dead bodies inside 
the cabins, why are they not includ- 
ей in the missing list as supplied by 
the survivors? All the missing have 
been accounted for” he said. 

According to a military report, 
divers found corpses inside the cab- 
ins of the M/V Blue Water Princess 
but were not able to retrieve them 
due to strong sea currents. 

lawyer Crisanto Buela, speak- 
ing in behalf of Blue Magic Ferries, 
maintained that the crew members 
‘were not remiss in their duties. 

"It seems that the crew is now 
being made the convenient 
scapegoat,” Buela said 

“The ship was in good running 
condition. The engine and the 
generator were still running even 
ifthe ship was already lying on its 
side,” the lawyer said. 

Buela said the ferry firm had 
provided financial assistance to 
the survivors, some of whom had 
returned home. 

“The company is doing all it сап 
to lessen the grief of the victims’ 
families by helping with funeral 
expenses, among other things 
There's no one to blame for this 
unfortunate tragedy,” he said. 

He stressed that the company was 
ready and willing to cooperate with 
any govemment investigating body. 
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Overemployment | 
due to low wages, 
says labor group 


By Jerome Aning ‘would not have to look for addi- 
tional work that ought to be per- 
formed by someone else who is 
totally jobless or underem- 
ployed,” Aguilar said. 

The TUCP has a pending peti- 
tion for a P7S increase in the 
statutory regional daily mini- 
mum wage for workers in Metro 
Manila. The regional tripartite 
wages and productivity board be- 
gan deliberating on the petition. 
last week. 

“We are definitely counting on 
the wage board to provide instant 
relief to our workers,” Aguilar 
said. 

Aguilar played down fears that 
higher wages would only worsen 
unemployment. 

“That is old hat. Those op- 
posed to giving workers higher 
wages always try to play up and 
exaggerate the ghost of job loss- 
es," he said. 

"On the contrary, higher wages 
will drive up personal consump- 
tion expenditure, create new de- 
mand for goods and services, and 
thus prop up domestic industries 
and employment,” Aguilar said. 

‘The BLES report said that more 
than half of all overemployed Fil- 
ipinos, or about 4.1 million, were 
теп. 

‘The report also said that more 
than half of the overem- 
ployed—58.5 percent or 4.4 mil- 
lion—worked for the extra in- 
come. About 40 percent, or three 
million, gave "job requirement" 
as another reason for working 
more. 


THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS 
of the Philippines (TUCP) yester- 
day assailed the “overemploy- 
ment" of some 7.6 million work- 
ers, which it tagged as an offshoot 
of depressed wages. 

"Wages here are grossly inade- 
quate. That is why a growing 
number of labor force partici- 
pants are being driven to seek ex- 
tra work and additional income," 
Alex Aguilar, spokesperson of the. 
moderate workers’ group, said in 
statement. 

Aguilar said that many work- 
ers were being forced to toil 
longer hours “simply because 
their take-home pay is not 
enough to cover the daily cost of 
decent living.” 

Aguilar was reacting to a re- 
port by the Bureau of Labor and 
Employment Statistics (BLES) 
that said that nearly five of every 
20 employed Filipinos were 
found to be overemployed last 
year. 

The BLES, interpreting data 
from the National Statistics Of- 
fice's quarterly surveys on the la- 
bor force, said that of the 33 mil- 
lion Filipinos with jobs, nearly 
one-fourth (about 23 percent), or 
7.6 million, were overemployed. 

‘Aguilar described the reported 
overemployment as “a labor mar- 
ket distortion," caused primarily 
bylow and insufficient wages. 

“This is a distortion because if 
a person is earning enough for an 
eight-hour job, then he or she 
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Sunday, July 15, 2007 

15th Sundayin Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Deuteronomy 30:10-14 
The word is very near to you. 

Moses said to the people, “You shall turn to Yahweh, your God, with 
all your heart and with all your soul, and observe his commandments 
and norms, in a word, everything written in this book of the Law. 

“These commandments that 1 give you today are neither too high 
nor too far for you. They are not in heaven that you should say: Who 
will go up to heaven to get these commandments that we may hear 
them and put them into practice.’ Neither are they at the other side of 
the sea for you to say: Who will cross to the other side and bring them 
to us, that we may hear them and put them into practice." 

“On the contrary, my word is very near you; it is already in your 
mouth and in your heart, so that you сап put it into practice." 
2nd Reading: Colossians 1:15-20 

All things were created through him and for him. 

Christ Jesus is the image of the unseen God, 

and for all creation he is the firstborn, 

for in him all things were created, 

in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible 

thrones, rulers, authorities, powers. 

All was made through him and for him. 

Heis before all 

and all things hold together in him. 

‘And heis the head of the body, that is the Church, 

for he is the first, the first raised from the dead 

that he may be the first in everything, 

for God was pleased to let fullness dwell in him. 

‘Through him God willed to reconcile 

allthings to himself, and through him, 

through his blood shed on the cross, 

God establishes peace, on earth as in heaven. 
Gospel: 

Whois my neighbor? 

A teacher of the Law came and began putting Jesus to the test. And 
he said, "Master, what shall 1 do to receive eternal life?” Jesus replied, 
"What is written in the Scripture? How do you understand it?” The 
man answered, "It is written: You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your 
mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself." Jesus replied, 
“What a good answer! Do this and you shall live." The man wanted to 
keep up appearances, so he replied, "Who is my neighbor?" 

Jesus then said, “There was a man going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat 
him and went off leaving him half-dead. 

“tt happened that a priest was going along that road and saw the 
man, but passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite saw the man 
and passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, too, was going that 
‘way, and when he came upon the man, he was moved with compas- 
sion. He went over to him and treated his wounds with oil and wine 
and wrapped them with bandages. Then he put him on his own mount 
and brought him to an inn where he took care of him. 

"The next day he had to set off, but he gave two silver coins to the 
innkeeper and told him: Take care of him and whatever you spend on 
him, [will repay when I come back." 

Jesus then asked, "Which of these three, do you think, made himself 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The teacher 
of the Law answered, "The one who had mercy on him." And Jesus 
said, "Go then and do the same.” 

‘Commentary 

‘Moses pleads with the people to heed God's voice and keep his command- 
ments/law, and retur with ай their heart and зош. He tells them that God's 
command, his Word, i so close to them, in their mouths and hearts—all they 
have to do is сату it ош. This Word in its fullness we know to be Christ Jesus, 
the image ofthe invisible God, This Jesus has reconciled both heaven and earth, 
andallofus to God. We now live in peace that has been shared with us through 
the cross of Christ esus obedience in the face of violence and hate. 

Jesus is approached by a lawyer and is asked, "What shall do to receive 
eternal life?” The man should know the answer to his own question. Is he 
mocking Jesus? He repeats the law but when he is told to obey it, he wants 
specifies who is my neighbor? He wants the bottom line, the least he has 
to do to have eternal life. Jesus tells the story of a Samaritan, hated by the 
Jews, who acts towards a Jew with tenderness and devotion that goes be- 
‘yond anything required (considering that he is supposed to be an enemy). 
“Jesus takes the Samaritan and tells the Jew to imitate him-—for he reveals 
the goodness of God so clearly. This is eternal ife: to live with such love and 
care towards one's enemies because of pity like God has pity on us. Who are 
our enemies and are we tending to them in this way as commanded? 


Luke 10:25-37 
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TEAM WORK: With researchers from Pagasa and the Philippine 

+ Navy, David is on an oceanographic cruise in the Sulu Sea оп board 
UNDERWATER RESEARCH: the US ship RV Melville. The equipment at center measures the 

in UP-Diliman to gather data for use in verifying remotely sensed images and model results. ocean's conductivity, temperature and depth. 


First Pinay oceanographer 


From page Al Coastal Zone, an international іп fishes and other marine life de- 
scientific body. pendent on them. 
Laura T. David, MSI associate According to David's resumé, Scientists have observed that 
professor and deputy director for among her ongoing research pro- coral bleaching episodes occur 
instructions. The two-decade av- jects is "looking at how human when the sea surface tempera- 
erage is 29 degrees Celsius. ‘activities on land and sea affect ture rises as little as one degree 
David sat down for an inter- coastal areas and our vulnerabili- Celsius over the monthly average 
view on Tuesday, the eve of the tyto global climate change.” during the hottest months of the 
29th Annual Scientific Meeting of ‘This wife and mother recently year. 
the National Academy of Science returned from the first of a series The MSI is closely monitoring 
and Technology, during which of research cruises around the the situation, and preparing for 
she received an award as this country to look into ocean pro- the eventuality that it would have 
years Outstanding Young Scien- ductivity and diversity, through a to take “drastic action,” said 
tist in physical oceanography. project funded by the US Office of David. 
She is a UP chemistry graduate Naval Research. It is focusing on a vast coral 
who obtained her Ph.D. in marine i: reef area covering up to 50 
seience-physical oceanography 2 major concerns hectares in Bolinao, Pangasinan, 
from the University of South Car- Warm water raises two major where its research station is locat- 
olina (USC) іп the United States. concerns in Ше Philip- ей. 
She is the first Filipino woman pines—more powerful storms Such action could include 
with a Ph.D. in physical oceanog- and coral bleaching. The warmer shielding coral reefs. David said 
raphy, (The only other one is now the water, the greater the energy that in Australia, scientists had 
in California.) acyclone gathers from it. Thus, in used tarpaulin to cover coral 
Э i recent years, typhoon signals reefs, and that in some areas, it 
Public education have risen as high as No. 4. worked, 
Aside from teaching and re- “А sea surface temperature of А 
search, David devotes бте to 27 ог 28 degrees Celsius is Worst episode 
public education. She gives lec- enough to stir up a low-pressure Aside from income and re- 
tures and workshops to local gov- area,” said David, who is also in- sources derived by industries like 
ernment officials and managers volved in the development of fishing and tourism, coral reefs 
of marine protected areas on the ocean remote sensing in the ‘also protect coastline communi- 
use of remote sensing and geo- Philippines as well as UP MSI ties from severe storm damage, 90 percent of the coral cover was gists and putup a video production Like her grandfather bio- 
graphic information systems. graduate courses. erosion and flooding. lost or severely damaged. outfit called Ocean Observers. chemist Dr. Augusto Tenmatay, 
Чан also meets with fishers, ^ Anunusually warm sea surface The worst coral bleaching Scientists say that sea surface "We produced mostly small who studied in Boston and re. 
aquaculture practitioners and temperature has also been identi- episode occurred in 1998, com- temperatures are expected to clips, which we sold to the National turned to the Philippines to apply 
coastal dwellers to discuss issues fied as the most stressful condi- ing on the heels of the strongest continue to increase worldwide. Geographic Channel,” recalled the knowledge he had acquired, 
like fishkill, mitigating environ- tion that causes corals to expel El Niño event recorded thus far. “The best safeguard against David, who wrote the storyboards, David left the production outfit 
mental disasters ond improving the algae within their tissue that David said the episode lasted coral bleaching is to curb over. provided underwater lighting, and after two years and came back to 
the quality of coastal water quali- give them their characteristic col- two weeks, and was first, ob- fishing,” David said. did postproduction editing. her homeland in 1998. 
ty. or, so that they appear bleached served in the Philippines—in а Опе clip about sharks was used Мапу have asked her why. Her 
On a wider scale, she gives white. Northwestern Luzon, near the Passion inthe movie “Spy Kids.” constant reply: “When you've 
workshops on data-gathering This process, called coral Lingayen Gulf. David is passionate about pro- Wife to IT specialist Ramon С. seen how beautiful our country 
techniques around Asia and bleaching, could lead to the death The most severely affected was. moting marine science education. Sampang, and mother to 3-year. is, you would. * 
South America as a member of of corals under prolonged stress, the Great Barrier Reef in Aus- While completing her doctorate, old Logan Isabel, David hopesto She may as well add, "Let's 
Же steering committee of the And when corals die, reefs disap. tralia, as well аз the Maldives, Sri she taught at the USC. ater she try something similar here, this hope we can preserve that beauty 
Land-Ocean Interactions in the pear, resulting in massive losses Lanka, and Tanzania, where upto teamed up with two marine biolo- time on TV. before its too late." 


Board game belps players beat corruption 


From page А! donesia, “shook my soul," he said. “wrongdoing” that could also of the Comelec. There was no 
i 1с also inspired Gottbreht to mean a jail term. vote buying, no terrorism." 
an American business executive design the game Xemorpheum  — Gotbreth said Xemorpheum, Тһе GovCamp practically cre- 
апа author Xemorpheum is an and to write the book “Corrup- which means "new and ever ated a "micro Philippines” gov- 
intriguing board game about tion Arts in Third World-Coun- changing coliseum,” teaches етей and peopled by 46 selected 
First World companies doing tries: Traps, Swizzles, and Swin- business concepts and strategies Scouts and youth leaders, who go 
business inthe Third World. ` dles Used by the Master Players,” aimed at overcoming “the perils through the process of electing 
"The reality board game was Тһе objective of Xemor- of government corruption and their “leaders,” and allowing 
among the highlights ofthe six-day pheum, which can be played by the pitfalls of foreign laws.” these leaders to rule, while an op- 
“Governance Camp for Emerging two to seven people, is to be- _ He said the game would also position act as fiscalizers, and 
‘Anti-Corruption Crusaders,” (Gov: come the wealthiest and most show Western business compa- other groups play the roles of 
Camp), a six-day camp for selected powerful player by having the nies the dynamics of doing busi- watchdogs and ordinary citizens. 
15-year old Boy Scouts from public most cash, factories and armies, ness in Third World countries, до. $ 
and private schools in Luzon held while avoiding the many pitfalls including the Philippines. Anticorruption 
at the Mount Makiling camping that could affect one’s business. " Redempto Parafina, chairman 
site from July 8 to 13. "The game begins when a group Role-playing of the Ten Outstanding Boy 
“This game will show you how of expatriates arrive to do busi- _ Another highlight of the Gov. Scouts of the Philippines (TOB- 
to beat corruption, that one сап ness in a county called Віта. Camp was role-playing by select- SP) organizer of the pilot camp 
succeed ina corrupt business en- nia, and find themselves faced ed Scouts and youth leaders. said one of their aims was to in- 
vironment without engaging in with a different language, a differ- Гог six days, Boy Scouts ча troduce "anti-corruption advo- 
illegal activities,” Gottbreh, ent culture and even laws “with sumed” roles as leaders of the сасу as another venue for civic 
who designed the game after his widely different interpretations.” executive, legislative and judi- engagement" for the Boy Scouts 
company collapsed in Indonesia, cial branches of government, of the Philippines (BSP). 
told the Inquirer, Pitfalls played games, sat through lec- Не said that after the camp, 
in 1996, Gotibreht began work- Опе pitfall can be a change in tures, watched a film on how to participants were expected to 
ing in Indonesia as a executive of the national leadership of Rich- bring down a dictator, listened to “take the lend in undertaking an- 
the Americam giant WestCo, Inc, mania, and the player can pep talks from some of country's ticorruption initiatives In their 
which entered into а joint venture choose to "lose a turn or pay a graft busters, and even had time own school or community.” 
with the Indonesian government $10,000 bribe for introduction to go swimming and hiking. in fact, he sald, the raining mod- 
and two other companies, to the new lenders." Scout Adrlan ‘Tan of Chiang ules starting from Day 1, exposed 
ANTICORRUPTION CRUSADERS: 46 Boy Scouts turn a 6-day But the players can also blow Kai-shek College, who assumed the scouts to stations that pushed 
camp In Los Baños, Laguna, into antlcorruption lessons. The Soul-shaking the whistle on each other, und the role ofa member of the Com- the to discuss among themselves 
participants acted Шке govornment officials, played games and In less than three years, the the losing player can go to Jull, mission on Hlectlons, expressed and amive at a consensus, 
{istoned to lectures, It was organized by the Association of 10 company collapsed because of forming allumees ‘with other his groups grentest песме — And what could be a better 
Outstanding Boy Scouts of the Philippin counaureomoro “corruptlon" The experience in in: players, for instance, is a ment "We gave u better version process than un election? 
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Strunk suicide deepens Nida murder mystery 


|, Nov. 7, 2001—THE BODY OF 
actress Nida Blanca, wife of 
American Rod Strunk, is found 
at around 8 a.m. in the back 
seat of her green Nissan Sentra 
sedan at the Atlanta Center in 
Greenhills. She has 13 stab 
wounds, including а fatal 
‘wound in the neck. 

Nov. 8, 2001—The PNP 
forms “Task Force Marsha” to 
widen its probe of the killing. 
It’s named after her long-run- 
ning TV sitcom with Dolpy, 
‘John en Marsha.” 

Nov. 9, 2001—NBI Director 
Reynaldo Wycoco says the PNP 

|, will lead the investigation of 
|^ Blanca's killing. The NBI will 
* only be a supporting unit and 
(2 that all the evidence and wit- 
nesses will be turned over to 
€ the police. Chief Supt. Nestorio 
5 Gualberto, director of the PNP 
F. Criminal Investigation and De- 
L^ tection Group, is named head 
$ òf Task Force Marsha. 

[| Nov. 14, 2001—Nida Blan- 
ca is buried at the Loyola 


18, 2001--Pedro 
Philip Lucero Medel Jr, sup- 
$ posedly one of the two “hired 
killers? suspected by the PNP 
Ê and the NBI, turns himself in, 
& claiming he was “bothered by 
Bi his conscience.” Medel says 
Ks that Strunk through a certain 
Mike Martinez contracted him 
to torture Nida into producing 
5 a document related to her Will. 
Nov. 19, 2001—Then Jus- 
tice Secretary Hernando Perez 
; says that Strunk is now consid- 
[ered a suspect in Nida's mur- 
“der. 
hi Now 23, 2001—Medel 
“breaks down and claims he 
[C was tortured by the PNP-CIDG 
to admit to the crime and to 
name Rod Strunk as the al- 
leged mastermind. 

Dec. 13, 2001—Strunk is 
;questioned at the NBI for 
around 13 hours. He submits 
І his 12-page sworn statement. 
L* Jan. 21, 2002—Strunk 
© leaves for the United States to 
(attend to his ailing mother. 
р Strunk was on the Bureau of 

Immigration watchlist prior to 
“his departure, After signifying 
he wanted to leave the country 
| to attend to his mother in the 
United States, he was allowed 
|. to leave since no court order 
was issued against his depar- 
ше 
‘| July 17, 2002—Wycoco 
charges three as principals and 
"е three as accessories in the mur- 
| der of Blanca, DOJ charges 

Strunk with parricide while 
|. Medel is charged with murder, 

` together with a Jane Doe, a 
| John Doe and other Does. 
|. Charged with obstruction of 
"justice are guards Ricky Al- 
varez, Roberto Cañete and Di- 
olito Molines, the guards on 
duty at the Atlanta Center 
Building at the time of the mur- 
der. 

Aug. 12, 2002—The NBI 
asks the DOJ to amend the 
criminal charge lodged against 
Strunk from parricide to mur- 
der. 

Nov, 5, 2002—DOJ termi- 
nates its preliminary investiga- 
tion of Blanca's murder. 

Teb. 14, 2003—DOJ in- 
dicts Strunk as the brains be- 
hind the murder of Blanca on 
the strength of the handwrit- 
ten confession of Medel. The 
preliminary investigation of a 
two-man panel of the DOJ es- 
tablished that Strunk indeed 
ordered Medel to kill Blanca, 


ROD Strunk and Nida Blanca in happier times. 


La TIMELINE | 


The Nida Blanca murder 


Strunk and Medel, along with 
a Jane Doe, were charged 
with murder at the Pasig City 
RTC. 

All other respondents, in- 
cluding the three security 
guards at the Atlanta building, 
are exonerated for lack of evi- 
dence. 

Feb. 21, 2003—Pasig RTC 
Branch 156 Judge Alex Quiroz 
issues a warrant of arrest 
against Strunk. 

Feb. 24, 2003—Chief State 
Prosecutor Jovencito Zufio or- 
ders а justice department pan- 
el to start proceedings for the 
extradition of Strunk. 

May 13, 2003—Strunk is 
arrested by US marshals in the 
eastern district of California. 

May 30, 2003—US Federal 
Magistrate Gregory Hollows 
rules that Strunk will remain in 
the Sacramento county jail 
while awaiting a July 28 extra- 
dition hearing saying that 
Strunk was a “fight risk" and 
that his actions suggested he 
“will do what he must do to 
avoid appearing in the Philip- 
pines.” 

June 29, 2003--DOJ looks 
into reports that the NBI lost a 
vital document in the case 
against Strunk. 

July 3, 2003--DOJ turns 
over to the ОРА a formal re- 
quest to the United States to 
extradite Strunk. The request 
contained all the “material evi- 
dence" needed for his extradi- 
tion, except for a missing docu- 
ment in which Strunk made a 
promise to return to the coun- 
пу, Justice Undersecretary 
Merceditas Gutierrez said. 

July 8, 2003- Blanca trial 
begins., 

Oct. 18, 2003—Lawyers of 
Strunk begin the courtroom 
battle to block their client's ex- 
tradition to the Philippines, 

Nov. 12, 2003—Judge Hol- 
lows denies the DOJ request 
for Strunk to be extradited as 
Medel, the person who fin- 
gered him, had recanted his 
confession. The decision not to 
‘extradite Strunk cannot be ap- 
pealed, according to Alma Mal- 
longe, Strunk's lawyer. He's re- 
leased from jail. 

Nov. 15, 2003—1п an inter- 
view with The Associated 
Press, Strunk denies killing 
Blanca and says he lost all his 
possession because of her 
death and calls allegations of a 
dispute over money absurd. 

Sept. 28, 2004—Strunk 
asks the Court of Appeals to re- 
consider its decision denying 
his petition to quash the mur- 
der case against him for the 
killing of his wife. 

Feb. 18, 2005—The Court 
of Appeals affirms its previous 
decision upholding the filing of 
murder charges against Strunk 
forthe killing of his wife 

March 
through lawyers from the Sigu- 
ion Reyna Law Office, files а 
petition asking the Supreme 
Court to stop the serving of his 
arrest warrant. He also asks the 
high court to throw out the 
case against him, 

April 12, 2005—Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez ad- 
mits the original copy of the ex- 
tradition petition against 
Strunk has been lost to ter- 
mites, К 

Nov. 7, 2006—Secretary 
Gonzalez vows to speed up 
Blanca's case and says that 
there are plans to make anoth- 
er bid for Strunk’s extradition, 

Source: PDI Archives 


2005—Strunk, . 


From page Al 


The person involved is already dead. If he re- 
ally killed Dory (Blanca’s nickname), there is 
already judgment from God,” Sanchez added, 

‘Torres, however, declined to comment on 
Strunk's death until she gets official confirma- 
tion from Tracy officials. 

Sanchez said that Torres would not be 
granting any interviews to media for now. 

Delia Razon, another close friend of Blan- 
са, also expressed hope that Strunk's suicide 
would bring Blanca's murder case to a close. 

“Ies finally over" said Razon, a 1950s 
movie star and fellow contract player of Blan- 
cain IVN Pictures. 

“1 just hope that Strunk left a suicide note, 
to clarify things," she noted. “Nida didn't de- 
serve to die that way." 

Reacting to news of Strunk's death, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez said: 


‘Moot and academic’ 

“Everything will go with him to the grave.” 

Gonzalez, however, said he has not re- 
ceived any official communication from the 
US government, adding that the government 
had filed a second extradition case against 
Strunk. 

“Now that he's dead, his extradition [and] 
murder case are already moot and academic,” 
he added. 

‘Authorities were trying to prove that 
Strunk ordered Blanca killed because of mon- 
ey and property. They said Strunk had accu- 
mulated debts and was disinherited by Blanca 
before she was killed. 

‘The body of Blanca (Dorothy Jones in real 
life), who was stabbed to death on Nov. 6, 
2001, was found in the car park of Atlanta 
Center in Greenhills, San Juan. 

Tor Sanchez, Strunk's suicide brings clo- 
sure to the murder case. "Its God Himself 
who has acted.” 

A renewed Christian, Sanchez detected 
"the hand of God" in this recent development. 

In her lowest moment, when she felt as if 
Blanca's murder case would remain unre- 
solved, Sanchez said that she “had lifted ev- 
erything to the Lord ... Its been six years. IF 
we couldn't get justice on earth ... 1 would 
seek it from the Lord, the best judge.” 

She clarified, however, that she was not re- 
joieing over Strunk's death. "At this point, it's 
best to extend compassion to him and his 
family. I don't think God would have wanted 
him to commit suicide ... But, for a person to 
be pushed to end his own life ... he must've 
been in pain. His conscience must've have 
been bothering him.” 


Strunk lawyer sad 
їп а statement, lawyer Alma Mallonga, 


“Strunk's counsel in the Philippines, expressed: , 


concern that his death would spur further 
speculation linking him to Blanca's murder, 

“We, his lawyers are deeply saddened by 
news of Rod Strunk's death and concerned 
that this may be capitalized upon by some to 
further connect him to the death of Nida Blan- 
ca,” Mallonga further said. 

"Mr. Strunk loved Ms Blanca, who was his 
wife for 20 years. He was highly despondent 
over her death. He struggled mightily to re- 
build his life without her. But obviously, he 
failed, He had nothing to gain from her death 
and there is no evidence but only cruel specu- 
lation to continue linking him to the crime. 
The unfounded accusations should now 
stop,” Mallonga added. 

Mallonga revealed Strunk had been plan- 
ning to write a book on the murder of his 
wife. 

“We pray that he finds the peace that elud- 
ed him in his Ше after Nida Blanca.” 


Case continues 

But Public Attorney Office (PAO) head Per- 
sida Acosta told the Inguien that the Blanca 
murder case would still continue despite the 
death of Strunk. 

She said that other suspects in the case, like 
Philip Medel and Mike Martinez are still 
alive, 

“Tuloy pa rin ang kaso (The case will still 
continue). Medel is still alive in jail and so is 
Martinez, an alleged co-conspirator,” Acosta 
said. “They are the keys to the investiga- 
tion’ 

Medel is detained at the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) while Martinez is still 
missing, Another still unidentified male sus- 
pectis also at large, Acosta said. 

Acosta said the case no longer involves jus- 
tice for Blanca but is already a "People of the 
Philippines versus? the killers, 

‘The National Bureau of Investigation also 
said the case against the other suspects in 
Blanca's murder would continue, 

Lawyer Edmund Arugay, NBI deputy direc- 
tor for technical services, said that while 
death will extinguish one's criminal liability, 
there are other suspects charged in the mur- 
der case. 

“Philip Medel is in jail, so the case goes on,” 
‘Arugay, former head of the NBI National Capi- 
tal Region which used to handle the murder 
case, 

Strunk was implicated in the killing of his 
wife in November 2001 by Medel, who 
claimed Strunk had hired him to kill Blanca 


Extradition rejected 

‘The NBI eventually charged Strunk as the 
mastermind for Blanca's murder in July 2002 
but Strunk managed to leave for the US to vis- 
it his ailing mother, Helen Strunk, who was 
dying of cancer, before he could be charged, 
She died on Jan. 20, 2002, two days before 
Strunk arrived in Tracy. 

Strunk never returned to the Philippines, 

1а May 2003, however, federal agents, act- 
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ROD STRUNK: The end came for him in Tracy, California, also in a parking lot just like his wife 


Nida Blanca six years ago, Case closed, or is it? 


отом 


A NATIVE OF FRESNO, ROGER “ROD” 
Strunk moved to Tracy, California, in 1943 
with his parents. His father, Larry Strunk, 
taught at West Park School and later be- 
сате а switchman for the Southern Pacific. 
His mother was a church organist and а 
teacher stp es, 

Strunk attended Tracy schools: was a 
carrier for the local paper Tracy Press aiid 
graduated in 1957 from Tracy High School, 
"where he appeared in school plays and 
played trombone in the school band. 

It was in Fresno in 1959 that he began 
singing in local clubs. A recording execu- 
tive liked his easy-listening style that con- 
trasted with the increasingly popular rock 
‘ny’ roll genre and offered him an audition. 
He received an RCA recording contract and 
took on the professional name of Rod Lau- 
ren. 

Strunk cut several records that had some 
success, but his recording career never 
climbed to hoped-for heights. He contin- 
ued his career by singing in clubs in South- 


He never reached 
boped-for heights 


ern California and Las Vegas lounges while 
appearing in several action movies. 


Meeting Nida 

In 1964, he went to the Philippines for 
the filming ofa movie, and it was there that 
he met Nida Blanca, then a rising film star. 
He shuttled between the Philippines and 
Southern California before he and Blanca 
were married in 1979. He then became a 
permanent resident of Manila and an often- 
photographed companion for his wife, who 
appeared in films and in TV serials and as a 
talk-show host. 

Jeffrey Kravitz, his Sacramento attorney, 
on hearing of Strunk's death Thursday, said 
news of the apparent suicide will receive 
major coverage in the Philippines, where 
the unsolved murder of his wife remains a 
major public issue. 

Strunk is survived by a sister, Sharolyn 
Grove, who has lived in LaSelva Beach, 
Santa Cruz County. Another sister, Tammy 
Sedillo, died three years ago. 


ing on an extradition request from the Philip- 
pine government, arrested Strunk and placed 
him in the Sacramento County Jail pending 
an extradition hearing. 

But a US federal court later threw out the 
extradition request because Philippine au- 
thorities failed to establish Strunk's guilt after 
Medel's recantation. Strunk was then ordered 
released from jail 

After his mothers death, Strunk re- 
mained in Tracy in the family home on 
Whittier Avenue. He worked for a time as a 
sales clerk at the Sears store in West Valley 
Mall. 

Strunk has been a Tracy City resident since 
‘October 2003. He became an employee of the 
city working as a camera operator for the 
city’s public station Channel 26. He resigned 
in January of this year. 

US police investigators said Strunk “sus- 
tained injuries from a fall from a second-floor 
balcony” 

Strunk was found dead on the parking lot 
outside the Tracy Inn around 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, said Matt Robinson, Tracy police 
public information officer. 

“Yes, he did,” Robinson told Inquirer.net in 
a phone interview, when asked if Strunk com- 
mitted suicide. 

‘There were also no indications of foul play, 
said Robinson. 

Police responded after a woman reported 
that she found a man bleeding from the head 
and nose on the parking lot of Tracy Inn. 


Evidence of suicide 

‘The woman told police he was not breath- 
ing and did not have a pulse. Police arrived 
and called the San Joaquin County Coroner 
shortly afterward, 

A Tracy police report said that “evidence 
[was found) in his room that indicates Strunk 
took his own life." 

But Strunk's sister Sharry Grove doubted 
the theory of police that her brother commit- 
ted suicide, according to tracypress.com. 

“That wouldn't have been something that 
Roger would have done,” Grove was quoted 
as saying. “We really feel like it would have 
been an accident.” 

She added that it made no sense that her 


brother would jump from a second-story bal- 
сопу, a drop of about 20 feet. 

“I don't know how they came up with that. 
‘That would be very out of character for my 
brother,” said Grove. 

Razon and Sanchez both said they didn’t 
have bad memories of Strunk. 

Sanchez related: “I believe that he wasn't 
walang hiya [brazen] nor ... manhid [insensi- 
tive]. He was an artist... And Nida loved him 
so” 

“He is not the type to kill. I think there was 
no intention to kill Dory,” Sanchez added, 

“Maybe his conscience was bothering him, 
who knows. Thats enough justice from God 
for me, if he really did it," Sanchez said. “It 
was allowed by God to happen.” 


One-hit wonder 

“Years ago, Rod had a show,” Razon re- 
called, “Nida herself sold tickets to her 
friends, who came in full force to watch him.” 

Strunk, known earlier in his show biz ca- 
reer as Rod Lauren, had one hit song "IF Had 
a Girl” which reached Мо, 31 on the Billboard 
Hot 100 in 1960. 

He appeared in several US television pro- 
grams ("The Ed Sullivan Show” and "Alfred 
Hitchcock Presents”) and movies (“Law of the 
Lawless” and “The Crawling Hand”). 

‘According to Tracy Press, Strunk met Blan- 
‘ca while he was shooting a war movie (“Once 
Before I Die”) in the Philippines in 1964 and 
they married in Las Vegas in 1979. The two 
moved to Manila where they lived for 23 
years. 

Last December, Strunk reportedly told 
friends he was marrying another woman in 
Redding, Oregon. According to tracy- 
press.com, that marriage broke up within a 
few months, 

In a statement, Mallonga said Strunk's 
presence at the Tracy Inn was connected to 
his recent separation from his new wife, 
whom she did not name. 

“Не (Strunk) had married anew but recent- 
ly separated, which is why he was staying in a 
hotel at the time of his death,” Mallonga said 
in the statement read on GMA 7's show biz 
talk show "Startalk" on Saturday. With re- 
ports from Gerry Plaza, and Tina G. Santos 


ра 
Turning Negros 
into ethanol hub 
gets GMA nod 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 
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fuel grade ethanol daily 

‘The President pointed out that 
ethanol produced from sugar- 
cane and geothermal power 
"which is abundant in Negros are 
much better for the environment 
than coal and fuel oil. 

“Investing in vital infrastruc- 
tures includes building up our envi- 
ronment as a reflection of our com- 
mitment to our quality of life. Peo- 
ple need to breathe clean air and 
swim in clean water while we also 
build manufacturing,” she said. 

The Confederation of Sugar Pro- 
ducers Associations has submitted 
to the President a proposal to ac- 
celerate the production of ethanol. 

Tn their proposal, the sugar pro- 
ducers said their objective is to ac- 
celerate the production of ethanol 
using the existing production capa- 
bilities of the sugar industry and to 
provide partial relief to the sugar- 
cane producers by absorbing excess 
sugar forconversion to ethanol. 

The confederation, however, 
said government assistance would 
be needed to convince private al- 
cohol distillers to produce hydrous 
ethanol, and to finance a machine 
to process anhydrous alcohol. 

Sugar Regulatory Administrator 
James Ledesma said there were cur- 
rently 100,000 metric tons of reserve 
sugar. One ton of sugar is equivalent 
10 556 liters of ethanol, he said. 


BACOLOD — CITY—PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo оп Friday 
pushed for the establishment of 
an ethanol corridor on Negros 
land to promote the production 
of ethanol in the area. 

The President told an infrastruc- 
ture and investment conference of 
the Central Philippines Super Re- 
gion held at the New Bacolod-Silay 
Airport that the corridor would 
cover San Carlos City, Negros Occi- 
dental, in the north to Temlang Val- 
ley, Negros Oriental, in the south. 

Ethanol is an alcohol-based al- 
ternative fuel produced by ferment- 
ing and distilling sugar and starchy 
crops that had been coiverted to 
simple sugars, It is used to improve 
the emissions quality of gasoline. 

In her State of the Nation Ad- 
dress in July last year, President 
Arroyo had cited Negros, especial- 
ly San Carlos and Tamlang Valley, 
as the site of ethanol projects. 

San Carlos Bioenergy Inc. is 
building the first ethanol plant in 
the country at the San Carlos 
Agro-industrial Economic Zone 
in northern Negros. 

Scheduled to start commer- 
cial operations in October 2008, 
the San Carlos bioethanol plant 
will produce 125,000 liters of 


Pinoy caregivers 
in Britain face 
immigration woes 


GLOUCESTER CITY, ENGLAND—FILIPINO 
senior health carers who are not permanent 
residents of Britain face rough sailing with the 
early implementation of an immigration poli- 
cy that seeks to regulate caregivers here. 

Jainal Rasul Jr, Philippine labor attaché to 
"Britain, said the policy was an offshoot of Britain 
Home Office's Points-Based Migration System. 

‘Under the new scheme, only lead carers with. 
relevant three-year experience and a National 
Vocational Qualifications Ш course can work as 
lead carers, or can have their work permits re- 
newed if they are not permanent residents. 

"This means a Filipino lead carer who is not a 
permanent resident of this country may en- 
counter difficulties in renewing his work per- 
mit. He runs the risk of being sent home for lack 
of qualifications,” Rasul, a lawyer, said during 
the first anniversary celebration of the Filipino 
Health Workers of Gloucester last week. 

But Rasul expressed hope the British govern- 
ment would make exceptions and renew the 
work permits of those already in Britain. For in- 
stance, an overseas contract worker should be 
eligible to apply for permanent residency in 
Britain if he has worked here five years. 

Rasul, along with Philippine ambassador to 
Britain, Edgardo Espiritu, went to the Home Of- 
fice to lobby for the exception three weeks ago. 

‘At least 10 lead carers sought the help of 
the Philippine Embassy in London since the 
policy was enforced in May this year. Raj 
Padilla, Contributor 


Businessman seeks 
judge’s inhibition 


А BUSINESSMAN HAS ASKED THE COURT 
of Appeals to compel a Makati judge to inhibit 
himself from а case involving an exclusive golf 
‘lub due to alleged grave abuse of discretion, 

Rodolfo V. Feliciano, chair of DHL Philip: 
pines, filed the petition for certiorari in the 
Appellate court after Makati Regional Trial 
‘Court Judge Cesar O. Untalan denied his re 
quest for an injunction against Manila Golf 
and Country Club in Forbes Park, Makati City. 

Feliciano, through his lawyers, claimed 
that Untalan had acted with grave abuse of 
discretion with his alleged prejudgment of a 
case filed by Feliciano against the posh club. 

The case stemmed from MGCCs indefinite 
suspension of Feliciano and its barring him from 
playing in club tournaments after Feliciano 
complained about an incident that happened 
during the club's annual golf tournament, 

Feliciano said in his affidavit that tourna- 
ment organizers did not take his complaint 
lightly and instead told him to just accept the 
tournament rules, 

An organizer filed a complaint with the 
MGCC board of directors against Feliciano 
over the incident. The board slapped Feli- 
ciano with a one-year suspension and a strong 
reprimand for ungentlemanly behavior on 
top of a three-year ban on participating in 
MGCC's annual golf tournament. 

Feliciano filed an appeal, which was referred 
to a committee. But shortly after that, the 
MGCC board ruled it could not act on Feliciano's 
appeal, citing a provision in the club's bylaws. 

Feliciano protested the МОСС board's deci- 
sion and filed an injunction against it in the 
Makati RTC. : 
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Meet lone woman Marine in thick of Basilan fighting 


HANGING TOUGH AND FOCUSED during the deadly encounter in Basilan, Marine 2nd Lt. 
Rowena Muyuela recounts to the INQUIRER that “deep inside me, | wanted to cry. Iwanted to shout.” computers, photography and party- 
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the first female Marine officer “who 
steeped herself in the war in Min- 
danao, especially їп Basilan.” 

Her father's, brothers footsteps 


Muyuela complered a degree in 


psychology at the Western Mindanao 


State University in Zamboanga City 
in 1998 before she joined the Marine 


Corps. 


She said she was just following her 
fathers footsteps. 

Pedro Muyuela has retired from 
the Marine Corps. Apart from Weng, 
his elder son, Rommel, is also a Ma- 
rine. Another son is with the Philip- 
pine Navy, but is now assigned to the 
Presidential Security Guard. 

А basketball varsity player during 
her college days, Weng also loves 


duty. 


Capt. 


ing in bars featuring live bands. 

‘After college, she applied for en- 
rollment in the Marine Officer Basic 
Course and passed the examination. 

There is 
Weng. Her "boyfriend" is her У150 
Commando, 
named Albarka, she said. 


First and only 

Brig. Gen. Ramiro Alivio, com- 
mander of the 1st Marine Brigade, 
also spoke of Weng as the first female 
Marine officer assigned to combat 


“She is the first and the only lady 
officer [thus assigned]. The rest are 
mostly assigned to office and head- 
‘quarters duties,” Alivio said. 

Allaga said the first enlisted wom- 
ап Marine was surnamed Tapawan. 

He identified the second woman as 
Esperanza Casiao Tangilan, 


love interest yet for 


which she recently 


who, he 
con Unit and moved to office work 
when she got married. 

He said the rest of the female Ma- 
rine officers were assigned to the 
Provost Marshal's office, the supply 
unit, the finance unit, as well as to 
schooling abroad. 


was assigned to the Re- 


Her choice 

Weng said it was her choice to be 
оп combat duty. 

"Actually, my first choice of assign- 
ment was Sulu," she said. "But my se- 


nior officer advised me to accept my 


‘The slain soldiers tried their best to save the rest’ 
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from the war zone of the deadly 
encounter last Tuesday in Basilan. 

Her intuition told her that 
something was amiss when the 
convoy entered the barangay at 
around 9 am. on July 10. And 
she was proven right. 

“We were all tired then, but I 
sensed something wrong when we 
were about to enter Ginanta. 1 
‘wondered whether 1 was the only 
опе who noticed how eerie the 
place was,”-recalled Muyuela, a 
newbie in the 1st Marine Brigade. 

Muyuela, 29, head of the 73rd 
Marine Company, had logged just 
two weeks on the job but she was 
їп charge of two armored vehi- 
cles--a V150 Commando 312 
and a 311—in a military convoy 
when. Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front forces engaged her group 
of Marines in a daylong clash in 
Ginanta, a barangay in Albarka 
(formerly Tipo-tipo), on Tuesday. 

‘There was something very 
strange in Ginanta, Muyuela no- 
ticed: “You know that 9 a.m. is 
one of the busiest times in every 
household. There were clothes 
hanging on the clothesline, but I 
didn’t see women or children 
around, There was a lone man, 
but he walked away quickly when 
he'saw'us passing through.” 

‘At around 9:45 a.m. one of the 
vehicles got mired in mud, and 
the convoy had to stop. 

Fifteen minutes 
troops were attacked. 

“We didn’t know where those 
shots and mortar fire were com- 
ing from,” said Lt. Col. Felix Al- 
madrones, commander of the 
Marine Battalion Landing Team 
8 (MBLT8). He said his men were 
“rained with bullets” and “balls 
öf fire. 

‘The fire fight lasted until 6 p.m. 


later the 


Sniper fire 
Muyuela said 
snipers everywhere. 

"Throughout the engagement, 

Isaw some of our soldiers falling. 
down, hit by bullets," she said. 
, Muyuela herself was wounded 
in the right ear, as were the four 
members of her crew—two spot- 
ters, a gunner and a driver, 

Still, she showed everyone what 
she was made of--tough and fo- 


there were 


Home are the heroes; GMA salutes slain Marines 
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tipo) in Basilan. 

But the MILF denied behead- 
ing the 10 Marines. It said it was 
investigating who carried out the 
beheadings amid concerns that 
the incident could prolong the al- 
ready stalled peace talks between 
the government and the sepa- 
тайыз and spark new fighting. 


Posthumous promotions 

The fallen Marines, most of 
them only in their 305, were con- 
ferred posthumous promotions to 
the next rank. 

They will be buried at the Li- 
bingan ng Mga Bayani, unless 
thelr families have other plans. 

The 14 are (with their new 
ranks): M/Sgt. Noel Bautista, 
"T/Sgt. Bernard Abes, S/Sgt. Rey 
Callueng, S/Sgt. Gerardo Licup, 
5/51, Cayetano Simbajon, Sgt. 
Russel Panaga, Cpl. Freddie Pal- 
ma, Cpl. Elizar Semeniano, Cpl. 
Reuben Doronio Jr., Cpl. Jhonard 
Alianza, Cpl. Arjorin Eleazar, Cpl. 
Emmanuel Beup, Cpl Emilio 
Lachica and Cpl. Wilfredo Lam- 
ban. 

According to the Armed 
Forces, the benefits for the slain 
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cused in an extreme situation. 

She said she tried her best to 
control her emotions: "Deep in- 
side me, I wanted to cry, I wanted 
to shout. But 1 had to be strong 
and firm." 

Muyuela said she turned grim 
when she saw more soldiers get- 
ting hit by sniper fire. 

She said all she could think of 
then was “to focus, to make sure 
that I can save lives, to ensure 
that well have less casualties,” 


‘He fell on my lap’ 

“Suddenly one of my men, the 
gunner (Sgt. Christopher Villar- 
in), fell on my lap,” Muyuela 
said. 

“His eyes, nose and shoulder 
were bleeding. I told him it was 
okay, that he can still manage. 1 
inspected his chest and stomach 
and told him he was not going to 
die.” (Villarin remains in serious 
condition at a hospital.) 

By then, everyone in V150 
Commando 312, including 
Muyuela, had been hit. 

But when she saw two soldiers 
at the tail end of the convoy drop 
to the ground, "I forgot that we 
were wounded.” 

She told the driver, S/Sgt 
Randie Villarico, to “move back 
and extricate the two soldiers.” 

She knew that one of the two 
was already dead, but they 
forged ahead. 

“My priority was to get the 
wounded. But it took us some 
time because of the muddy road, 
the strong rain, and the continu- 
ing fire from various directions,” 
she said. 

After more than two hours of ne- 
gotiating the bad road under 
sniper fire, Muyuele's crew was 
able to get to the two soldiers. Sad- 
ly, “while we were trying to сапу 
the wounded man, he expired.” 


Eyes and ears 

Muyuela recalled her brief 
friendship with а radioman, 
S/Sgt. Bernard Abes, whose call 
sign was 382. 

“Т communicated with him over 
ICOM radio. We were in tandem 
always. We exchanged ideas and 
plans on the next move,” she said. 

Abes, the last radioman of the. 
convoy, served as the troops’ eyes 
and ears: "He gave us instructions 


Marines include P15,000 in buri- 
al assistance, some P100,000 in 
Special Financial Assistance, a 
house and lot worth P180,000, 
scholarship grants to their chil- 
dren, P100,000 from the Presi- 
dent, posthumous promotion, 
P1,000 monthly pension and an- 
other P10,000 burial fee from the 
veterans office, AFP pension, 
commutation of unused leave, 
P30,000 from Alay sa Kawal, and 
benefits from contributions to 
Pag-Ibig and military agencies. 


Punishment 

їп a statement she issued yes- 
terday morning, the President 
said the. government would not 
back out of the peace talks with 
the MILE But she vowed to pun- 
ish the killers ofthe 14 Marines, 

“We will not allow those who 
committed barbaric acts to hide 
under the negotiating table. Only 
principled warriors deserve й seat 
on it," she said, adding: 

“We will run after those who 
killed our Marines, but we will 
mot run away from the peace 
talks.” 

In his own statement, Vice 
President De Castro said: "We 
give honor to these courageous 


euh. Dog 
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THE WILL TO WIN is etched on the face of this Marine, one of the membe 


ers of the Ist Marine Battalion of the Ist Marine Brigade who went 


assignment in Basilan because he saw 
the place as peaceful and safe for 
me.” 

Her senior officer was wrong. 
Weng Muyuela earned her spurs in 
the ambush in Albarka, and was 
among those who survived the at- 
tack. 


оп patrol as soon as they arrived in Maluso, Basilan. They are part of additional troops deployed in the area to get the savages that killed and 
beheaded their comrades last Tuesday. 


and directions on our operation, 
and we even had casual convers: 
tions over the radio. He was fun- 
ny even in situations that we per- 
ceived as very hostile.” 

‘At around 2 p.m. on Tuesday, at 
the height ofthe fighting, Muyuela 
finally met Abes in person. 

“But it was such that we could 
hardly say hi, We were all so pre- 
occupied trying to save the 
wounded and to ger the others 
away from sniper fire,” she said. 

* Abes helped Muyuela carry the 
wounded inside the tank, and 
told her and the crew to immedi- 
ately leave the site. He said he 
and the'others would conduct а 
clearing operation while the con- 
voy tried to locate a safe area. 


SOS call 

Ramon Nufial Jr, chair of the 
joint ceasefire monitoring team in 
Basilan, said the military sounded 
an^SOS call” at around 10.2.m. on 


men who offered their lives for 
the country’s sake. 

“To the bereaved families: 1 
know nothing said today will 
ease your pain. But I want to as- 
sure you of the Filipino people's 
gratitude to ‘you, We will never 
forget the great loss you have suf- 
fered. Be consoled by the fact that 
your loved ones are now heroes 
‘of this nation. 

"We will respond to this sad ex- 
perience with a firm resolve to 
bring those hands tainted with 
their blood to justice. This gov- 
ernment, with the help of cur citi- 
zens, will endeavor to free our 
land from terrorists and finally 
attain lasting peace.” 


Sad ceremony 

Ms Arroyo arrived at the VAB 
shortly before the plane bearing 
the 14 caskets and the families of 
nine of the slain Marines landed 
at 4:10 рт. from Zamboanga 
City: 

The other families, some of 
whom came from Legazpi City 
and Agusan del Sur, waited at the 
base for the sad reunion, red ros- 
es in hand and attended to by mil- 
itary and government officials. 

More than an hour earlier, 


Tuesday, prompting them to call 
on the MILF to disengage. 

“But the fighting kept going. 
We received reports that it 
stopped only at around 6 p.m.,” 
Nufial said. 

An hour later, the Marines 
started evacuating the wounded 
and the dead. 

Almadrones said nine of the 
wounded and four of the dead 
soldiers меге recovered at 
around 7:45 pum. The corpses 
were loaded on а Navy fast craft 
bound for Zamboanga City. 

Basilan Gov. Jum Akbar, wife of 
Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar, said 
that on learning of the situation, 
she headed to the MBLTS head- 
quarters at Campo Uno in Lami- 
tan City and got there at around 9, 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

After being briefed, she pro- 
ceeded to the ambush site at 
around 10 p.m. to help in the re- 
covery of the wounded. 


three battalions of Marine and 
Navy honor guards in their gala 
uniforms waited in position at the 
tarmac, A phalanx of 84 pallbear- 
ers, also in white and blue gala 
uniforms, waited at the opposite 
side of the tarmac. 

Some 400 officers and men of 
the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marines were also on hand. The 
bereaved families and relatives 
quietly waited at the lounge and 
onthe tarmac. 

‘As soon as the plane's rear door 
opened and the first casket came 
into view, the President saluted 
and the band played the mourn- 
ing song. 

The posthumous promotions 
were conferred after the 14 cas- 
kets were unloaded and lined up 
onthe tarmac, 

Col. Rosalindo Acasio, chief 
chaplain of the Navy, read the 
names of each of the 14 
Marines, blessed their remains 
and asked those present to say a 
prayer for them who “voluntari- 
ly gave up their lives for God 
and country.” 

‘The President went with Aca- 
sio from one casket to another 
and condoled with the relatives, 

Julieta — Simbajon, seven 


“1 didn't know if they were sol- 
diers or rebels. We gave priority 
to the wounded,” the governor 
told the INQUIRER. 


Slaughter 

‘Then things went from bad to 
worse, 

According to Almadrones, 
Governor Akbar's team brought 
down four bodies—"all mutilat- 
ed”--at about 3 a.m. on Wednes- 
day. 

At around 2 p.m. on that day, 
the third and last wave of the 
evacuation, Akbar's team 
brought down six more bod- 
ies—all mutilated and beheaded, 
and looted of belongings. 

"What happened really pains 
ча. We knew that the soldiers 
were missing, but we didn't know 
they had been brutally slaugh- 
tered,” Almadrones said. 

‘Akbar recalled that during the 
recovery efforts, “we prioritized 


months pregnant, wept quietly as 
she looked at the casket of her 
husband Cayetano, who was 
among those beheaded. Ms Ar- 
royo held her hands. 

‘After the 30-minute ceremony, 
the caskets were taken to the Ma- 
rine Headquarters chapel. 


One-week deadline 

“This is indeed a day of sorrow 
for the whole Armed Forces and 
the nation,” AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon said. 

‘According to Esperon, the mili- 
tary will launch operations in se- 
lected areas in Albarka and an- 
other area in Basilan to flush out 
the renegade MILF members. 

He also the government 
peace panel had asked the MILE 
through the joint ceasefire com- 
mittee, to "bring us the perpetra- 
tors of the crime who are their 
members.” 

Lt. Gen. Eugenio Cedo, chief of 
the Western Mindanao Com- 
mand, said the government had 
given the MILF an ultimatum to 
produce those who killed and 

ilated the Marines. 
те giving them a deadline, 
within a week from now,” Cedo 
told reporters. 


EDWIN BACASMAS 


those still breathing, and I was in- 
formed by my staff that there 
were others lying there.” 

“But no one told me they had 
been decapitated,” she said, 

"When the governor's team en- 
tered the area at around 11 p.m. 
on Tuesday, the troops vehicles 
were intact. But when they re- 
turned at dawn on Wednesday, 
“the vehicles were on fire, and my 
staff told me that the soldiers had 
been beheaded,” Akbar said. 

In all, 14 Marines were killed, 
10 of them beheaded, and nine 
were wounded. 


She wept 

After leaving the ambush site 
at around 7 p.m., Muyuela wait- 
ed ог Abes' call on the radio. 
Nothing came. 

She was later told the shocking 
truth—that Abes was one of the 
soldiers found beheaded—and 
she wept. 


Esperon said Cedo had also 
filed a protest before the Coordi- 
nating Committee for the Cessa- 
tion of Hostilities against the 
killings, beheadings and violation 
of the ceasefire agreement, 

He said the MILF should im- 
pose sanctions against its erring 
members, who would have to 
face criminal charges by the gov- 
ernment. 


Grief 

‘The grieving families lamented 
the fate of their loved ones. 

Sonia Panaga said her 30-year- 
old son should have just died by 
the gun and not mutilated and 
beheaded, 

She recounted that a day after 
the ambush, when she had yet to 
learn about the fighting and the 
death of her son, she thought she 
heard him calling: 

“He said, ‘Mal’ I looked out the 
window, but he was not there.” It 
was only on Thursday that she 
learned he was dead. 

Milda Licup said she saw a TV 
footage of her son still alive and 
asking for help from a comrade. 

“I saw him alive. He should 
have been taken to a hospital,” 
shesaid, fighting back tears. 
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Samar villagers build their own water system 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


PARANAS, SAMAR—EVERY TIME BARAN- 
gay chair Amado Baccol tums on a faucet and 
Out pours a stream of clean water, he feels a 
sense of pride, 

No wonder. The 56-year-old chief of Barangay 
Pagsaugan in Paranas, Samar and his con- 
stituents practically built the system which now 
provides water for the whole community. 

The water improvement project was made 
possible under the Kapit-Bisig Laban за Kahira- 
pan-Comprehensive and Integrated Delivery of 
Social Services (Kalahi-CIDSS). 

In the past, Baccol said, the government 
‘would undertake projects in their village without 
consulting the people. 

But under the Kalahi-CIDSS program, he said 
members of the community were treated as 

ers in development” by the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development, the lead agen- 
cy in the Kalabi-CIDSS implementation. 

A flagship antipoverty project of the govern- 
ment, Kalahi-CIDSS has three objectives: To em- 
power communities, to improve local gover- 
nance and to reduce poverty. 

Village people are encouraged to prioritize 
their own needs, design their development pro- 
jects and decide how to use their resources in 
their Kalahi-CIDSS project. 

їп Pagsaugan, through village meetings held 
beginning in early January this yeas, barangay 
residents decided that they would undertake a 
Level Il, or communal faucet water system im- 
provement, project. 

In succeeding gatherings, they discussed the 
implementation of the project, the canvassing of 
materials and the periodic audit of expenses. 


No water, no sleep 

Since Pagsaugan shared the same water short- 
age problem with adjacent Вагалдау Tigbawon, 
the two communities decided to jointly imple- 
ment the water system rehabilitation project. 

For years, Pagsaugan and Tigbawon suffered 
from very low water pressure. Residents had to 
‘wait up past midnight for water to flow in their 
communal faucets. There was no accessible al- 
temative source of clean water for the two vil- 
lages. 

Sleep-deprived waiting for water every day, 
the marginalized farmers and fishermen in these 
villages could not hold regular jobs. The mothers 
could not engage in productive work while the 
children were usually absent from class. 

The villagers were easily irritated, fights 


Newsman R. Naval; 73 


VETERAN JOURNALIST REY 
naldo P Naval passed away Thurs- 
day at De La Salle University Med- 
ical Center in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 
He would have tumed 74 on July 
16 after suffering a stroke. 

Naval entered the profession in 
the late 1950s as a reporter for the 
Philippine News Service. He next 
worked at the Manila Chronicle 
where he stayed for 11 years, from 
1961 until 1972 when it was shut 
down at the start of martial law. 

He joined the Times Joumal 
when it opened in 1973 and served 
as its managing editor for eight 
years. Toward the end of his stint at 
the Journal, one of the pieces he 
‘wrote that he took pride in was his 
interview of Sen. Benigno Aquino 
Ji at Fort Bonifacio. 

In 1980, together with his family, 
һе moved to the United Stares and 
served as press attaché and infor- 
mation counselor at the Philippine 


M. P Garcia; 94 


MANUEL Р GARCIA, 94, OF MACABEBE, PAM- 
panga, died on July 11 at his home in Sulipan, 
Арай. 

For a time, he also called Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, home with his family. 

He is survived by his wife Ligaya; sons Pol 
and Joey; daughters Lynn, Josefina, Jovy, Bel- 
lie, Lita and Chollie; sons-in-law Conrado 
Leonardo and John Liu, and daughters-in-law 
Esper, Ofelia, May and Len. 

He is also survived by 25 grandchildren 
and 37 great-grandchildren. 

His body lies at 903 Caldera, Sulipan, Apalit, 
Pampanga. Interment will be on July 17. 


Embassy in Washington. He re- : 
signed from the embassy some time 
before the 1986 Pedple Power re- 
volt and joined a private accounting 
firm, where he worked until his re- 
tirement in 2001. Shortly afer- 
ward, he came back to the Philip- 
pines for good. 

Since his return, Naval had been 
writing about significant events in 
the Philippines for the Filipino Re- 
porter in New York and Manila Mail 
in Washington. 

His death came three years after 
his wife, Marianerie, passed away: 
Не is survived by his children Susan 
and Alim Khan, Nenet and John 
Russell, Larcy Bernie and Raffy Ali 
gada, Chris and and Joey Poblete, 
Rey Jr. and Chit, Rey Ш and Velma, 
his sister Cecilia, 10 grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren. 

His body lies at La Funeraria Paz- 
Sucat in Parafiaque City. Cremation 

er for Wednesday. 


‘would erupt among the men, while mothers 
worried about hygiene and the health of their 
children, 

last summer, the water project was finally 
completed, providing a steady supply of dean 
"water to Pagsaugan and Tigbawon. 

Азап antipoverty project, Kalahi-CIDSS helps 
the country in attaining its commitment to the 
United Nations’ millennium development goals 
(MDG), which should be met by 2015. 


Safe water project 

‘The water project here addressed the MDG 
targets of access to safe water supply and basic 
sanitation, gender disparity and even the reduc- 
tion of poverty and hunger. 

The total project cost of improving the water 
system in Pagsaugan and Tigbawon was 
P910,295. 

Kalahi-CIDSS provided a grant of P659,782, 
the local government of Paranas gave a counter- 
part of P191,943, while the two barangay-bene- 
ficiaries chipped in P15,000 each. The remaining 
P28,570 came from a percentage of the wages of 
villagers who worked on the project, which was 
agreed upon in an assembly, Baccol said. 

He recalled that in their early meetings in the. 
village plaza-cum-basketball court, the men 
were initially skeptical about the project, al- 
though the women, mostly mothers, were quite 
vocal about wanting the project done. 

Eventually the men were convinced of the im- 
portance of the project and started participating. 
inthe village meetings. 


‘Transparency 

Many villagers volunteered to join the Baran- 
gay Sub-Project Management Committee 
(В5РМС), which had the support of the baran- 
gay councils of both Pagsaugan and Tigbawon. 

Composed of volunteers selected by the com- 
munity, the BSPMC reviews the physical 
progress of the project and the financial reports 
that the committee later presented to the baran- 
gay assembly for approval. 

‘Transparency was practiced all throughout 
the project implementation, Baccol said. 

Prices of materials were discussed during the 
barangay assembly so the entire village knew 
"which stores offered quality materials at lower 
cost, he said. 

‘And when the materials were delivered to the 
village plaza, almost everybody—the men, 
mothers and some older children—joined in to 
inspect the pipes and other materials. 

Baccol recalled that some water pipes were 
rejected because the thread had dents, but the 


COMMERCIAL 


supplier changed them with new ones. 

Although the vigilance of the villagers helped 
in preventing fund misuse, the Kalahi-CIDSS put 
safeguards to avoid the misappropriation of 
funds. 

For example, the Kalahi-CIDSS central office 
sent the project funds directly to the barangay 
and not to the municipal government or the 
Kalahi-CIDSS field office. The signatories of 
checks and vouchers for cash payments were the 
barangay treasurer, the BSPMC chair and Kalahi- 
CIDSS area coordinator. 

Payments for materials, which were delivered 
оп site, were also made at the concerned baran- 
sy 
‘Aside from those safeguards, Kalahi-CIDSS al- 
so had a grievance redress system, which en- 
‘couraged ай villagers to work together in resolv- 
ing complaints and problems relative to project 
implementation. 

The projet in 
Pagsaugán and Tigba- 
won was only one of 
the 20 Kalahi-CIDSS 
projects in Paranas, a 
coastal town located 
about 90 km north of 
Tacloban City. 

Unfortunately the 
new mayor, Felix Ba- 
balcon, decided to dis- 
engage from the 
Kalahi-CIDSS, keeping 
villagers of Pagsaugan 
and Tigbawon from 
pursuing their next 
project under the pro- 
gram, according to 
Neil Moraleta, social 
marketing officer of 
KalahiCIDSS in the 
region. 
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The dud stops here 


IXTY YEARS AFTER IT WAS INTRODUCED, THE 
S B-52 bomber is still a formidable mainstay of the US 
Air Force. In and of itself, age isn't necessarily a de- 
terrent to the weapon system's effectivity. The machine 
‘guns, first developed in World War II, remain the main- 
Stay of armies around the world: and again, the US Army 
“uses some heavy machine guns manufactured for the Ko- 
rean Wat, or which were designed in 
EDITORIAL World War Il. But arm a B-52 bomber 
with bombs that don't explode, or use a. 
well-maintained machine gun but feed it dummy bullets, 
and the weapons system becomes ineffectual. 

‘The ambush of the Philippine Marines in Tipo-Tipo 
was particularly tragic, because for all their valor in 
battle, our troops ended up with equipment that failed 
them. The 81-mm dud rounds fired by the mortars of 
the First Marine Brigade said it all: as did the explana- 
tions put forward by the Armed Forces. Lt. Col. Bar- 
tolome Bacarro, AFP public information chief said the 
mortar rounds came from the United States; that they 
hadn't displayed any defects during testing; but that 
the rounds could have been exposed to harsh condi- 
tions in the field, which resulted in the rounds proving 
to be duds. 

Acting Secretary of National Defense Norberto Gonza- 
les weighed in by saying the President ordered him to 
“fast-track” modernization. He went further to castigate 
past efforts (and pin the blame on his predecessors). He 
said, “We've been like scrap-heap dealers in our modern- 
jzation program, getting secondhand equipment for our 
soldiers, We're not doing that anymore.” 

Bacarro and Gonzales are practicing the art of evad- 
ing blame by passing the blame: Bacarro to the logisti- 
cal arm of the various AFP services; Gonzales to his pre- 
decessors and the idea that refurbished or secondhand 
military equipment is, by its very nature, defec- 
tive—which calls into question the longstanding policy 
of accepting military aid in the form of materiel from al- 
lies (specifically, the United States, and, increasingly, 
Australia). 

Neither attitude solves the problem. Such comments 
only serve to magnify how serious the problem is: as 
much as procurement may need reexamination, the gi- 
gantic shortcoming in the AFP exposed yet again, is the 
incompetence that characterizes the maintenance (in)ca- 
pabilities of the military. Gonzales’ own statements are 
along the lines of an armchair warrior demanding shiny 
new toys, when military procurement is not a toy-shop- 
ping expedition, New isn't necessarily better, and allied 
militaries are not in the habit of passing on defective 
‘weapons systems as military assistance. The problem is in 
how our military is unable to keep things functioning. 

Ultimately, the issue is how, as the third longest-serving 
president in our country's history, President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo has refused to come to terms with the fact that the 
‘military buck stops at her desk, It has been six years since 
she assumed office; and four years since the Oakwood 
mutiny: an act of rebellion whose motivating complaints 
have increasingly been validated over time. There has 
been time for substantive reform; but her genius for turn- 
ing even loyal appeals (which was how the Magdalo be- 
gan their efforts) into outright confrontations (after 
meeting personally with her, the mutineers revolted), 
and her helter-skelter, willy-nilly attitude to governance 
and reform, are the problem. 

The criticisms she has been subjected to, after all, have 
been validated and not discredited, over time. 

First, the arrest of Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia proved that 
the corruption that the young officers in the revolt were 
complaining about was true, Second, the President's own 
Feliciano Commission pointed out that the grievances 
were genuinely felt, and not manufactured (and it ad- 
vised the appointment of civilian heads of the Depart- 
ment of National Defense, which the President blithely ig- 
nored when Avelino Cruz resigned, not least because of 
policy differences over proclaiming martial law and not 
using the armed forces in elections were concerned). 

‘And third, the long list of things that went wrong for 
the Marines in Tipo-Tipo (radio communication from HQ 
broke down; they fought nine hours without any effective 
means to reinforce them or evacuate them; their weapon- 
ty failed) validates the mutineers’ complaints of substan- 
dard equipment and inferior maintenance of ordnance 
and supplies. 
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THE NAME PRIMITIVO MIJARES IS UNFAMIL- 
iar to many young people in this generation, but 
he was well-known during the '605 to the read- 
ers of the Manila Chronicle where he was a re 
porter on the City Hall beat, He studied in the 
Lyceum College of Law with his future wife who 
later became a judge, but 1 am not sure if he 
graduated and also became a lawyer. He was 
опе of my bright but often absent students in 
my morning class in Constitutional Law but 1 
lost touch with him when Marcos imposed mar- 
tial law in 1972, 

Unless my memory is straying, it was Tibo 
who introduced or popularized the phrase 
“conjugal dictatorship” during the despotism. 
It was the title of a book he had reputedly au- 
thored that was widely read by the enemies of 
that regime like the speeches of Ninoy Aquino 
in the United States attacking the New Society. 
1 think I owned or borrowed a copy of that 
‘work that must have been lost in secret transit 
from hand to hand despite the watchful eyes of 
the military. 

"The book was a scorching attack on the 
abuses of Marcos and his family and cronies 
during that shameful period. It wrote of how 
the dictator and his wife exercised absolute 
and supreme authority over the nation, includ- 
ing a repressed press, an intimidated judiciary, 
and ordinary citizens regimented through the 
barrel of the gun. It was a reckless defiance of 
the tyrannical government that was feared for 
its unforgiving vengeance, 

Many people wanted to congratulate the au- 
thor for his courage, but Primitivo Mijares was 
suddenly nowhere to be found. Suddenly but 
not unexpectedly. It was common knowledge 
that any person who was daring enough to 
publicly criticize the conjugal dictatorship 
would provoke dreadful retaliation, and the 
young idealistic accuser would not be an ex- 
ception. 


THE STORY IS TOLD ABOUT A YOUNG MAN 
hired by a supermarket. On his first day of 
work, he was greeted by the manger who gave 
hima broom and said: “Here, start sweeping, 

“But I'm a college graduate,” protested the 
young man. 

"Oh, Pm sorry I did not realize that. Here, 
Pil show you how,” said the manager. 

In today's Gospel (Lk. 10, 25-37), Jesus, 
їп the parable of the Good Samaritan, ге- 
bukes'the so-called experts of religion and 
love, and shows them that the bottom line in 
loving is not so much doctrine, laws, afilia- 
tions or office, but concrete service and 
compassion. It's not those who are good їп 
talk, but those who walk the talk, that are 
blessed and worthy in God's eyes. So the 
message is: Stop talking, start loving. 

1 just came from Tabuk, Kalinga, the place 
where Fr. Francis Madhu, SVD walked the earth 
for the Lord prior to his death last April 1. It has 
been three months now since he was murdered. 
"There have been a lot of talks, a lot of promises, 
a lot of press releases regarding the solution of 
his murder, but up to now, they are just talks. 
We are still praying, hoping and working for jus- 
tice. Or shall we, as many do in our country, 
"just make riis” while the leaders of our govern- 
ment continue talking and talking? 

Going to Tabuk brings back a lot of mem- 
ories—when, as a young missionary in La 
Paz, Abra, I myself was in the fields, climb- 
ing mountains, crossing rivers, sweating it 
out, getting drenched in the rain. In spite of 
deprivations, loneliness and even persecu- 
tion, life was simple, and love was teal and 
concrete. The challenge for all of us as we 
grow older is not to fall into compromise 
and rationalization that zeal and vision are 
only for the young. The Lord reminds us to- 
day that love is for a lifetime, and that love 
should be coneretized in the here and now, 
whoever we are, whatever we do, and wher- 
ever we are. 
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So where was Primitivo Mijares? Nobody 
knew or would not tell or had been silenced. 
Rumors started circulating about his mysteri- 
ous disappearance. Some said he had been ex- 
ecuted by the military others that he was sim- 
ply being detained in some lonely prison cell, 
and many more that he had leniently been al- 
lowed to go on exile abroad where he would 
make no more truthful maledictions against 
Marcos. 

‘There was even the believable conjecture 
that he had been deported to the United States 
where he had been murdered by the Mafia on 
paid instructions from the Marcos dictatorship. 

Dead or not with only uncertain conjectures, 
about his whereabouts, Primitivo Mijares had 
become a desaparecido. And he has remained 
so since that oppressive time, an anonymous 
cipher among the many other persons who dis- 
appeared, have not been found to date, and 
are presumed dead at the hands of the Marcos 
assassins. 

‘Two members of the Supreme Court reorga- 
nized after Edsa 1 suffered indirect ordeal dur- 
ing the Marcos tyranny. Chief Justice Pedro L. 
Yap lost a son who simply disappeared, suspi- 
ciously killed by the Marcos death squads and 
never found again. Ditto, Justice Abraham E 
Sarmiento's son, went out one night to a near- 
by store and never returned. Both boys were 
known critics of the martial law regime and 
must have paid the price for their activism. 

"The case of Bubby Dacer and his driver, Em- 


Walk the talk 
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We all encounter “Good Samaritan mo- 
ments" every day. How far easier to go the oth- 
er way or pretend that we do not see, How far 
easier to convince ourselves that we are no 
Mother Theresa, or a St. Francis, so its OK nor 
to get involved or respond to a “love call.” But, 
it’s not OK. You and I know that the more we 
run away from duty, love, honesty and righ- 
teousness, the more we become empty, miser- 
able and unhappy. May we have not too many 
regrets at the end of our lives—for having 
loved too little, too late, 

I would like to share with you a concrete. 
example of “walking the talk." In the Mis- 
sion House where I am staying, we have a 
common house phone, and whenever it 
rings, especially at an “unholy hour,” I am 
often tempted to let it go on ringing, hoping 
that some “less busy” priest would pick it 
up, because picking it up would mean either 
going to a sick call, hearing a confession, or 
climbing а flight of stairs looking for some- 
опе needed on the phone, I resolved this 
with this thought: It is God who is callings 
all of us are busy loving; no such thing as 
“unholy hour” in the business of loving. 
Amen. 

‘There is now a clearer option to use the 
Latin Mass. There are two very important Latin 
words we can learn: Hinc et nunc (Here and 
now). These are two very important words 
that we also need to learn in loving. Forget 
great tomorrows and big situations. Love is a 
call, big or small, we respond to, wherever we 
are, right now. 


manuel Corbito, is too recent to be forgotten ог 
dismissed. One night in 2000, they reportedly. 
were returning from a conference with some- 
body in Malacafiang on a matter Dacer, a pub- 
lic relations man, was intending to reveal to 
the media. He never did, or could. Somewhere 
on their way, they were intercepted and per- 
suaded, or coerced, to change his plan, They 
have been missing since then, and itis feared 
they have been murdered by two agents of the 
Jaw who later fled to the United States. 

‘And now we have the mystery of Jonas Bur- 
gos, who was arrested by some armed and uni- 
formed men on April 28 and has not reap- 
peared since then. Like his father, the late Jose 
Burgos who was a courageous foe of Marcos 
during the despotism, Jonas must have been 
taken for his critical views against the present 
government. The military denies any part in 
his disappearance, but given the strong prima 
facie evidence against it, it is like the boy who 
cried "Wolf!" too often. 

Thejproblem of the desaparecidos is a world 
wide malignancy that has not spared the 
Philippines, which is in fact now regarded as a 
principal venue of this offense against the hu- 
man right to personal liberty. Since the imposi- 
tion of martial law, the number of missing per- 
sons strongly presumed to have been taken by 
the Armed Forces has considerably increased 
even under Presidents Corazon Aquino, Fidel 
Ramos, Joseph Estrada and especially Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"The Commission on Human Rights is wag- 
ing a hampered combat against the problem of 
desaparecidos because it is allowed by the Con- 
stitution to only investigate violations of hu- 
тап rights and not to adjudicate on them like 
quasi-judicial bodies such as the SEC and the 
NLRC. They are only statutory bodies but they 
have more bite than bark compared to the con- 
stitutional CHR. 


“Who's job is it? This is a story about four 
people named “Everybody,” “Somebody,” 
"Anybody" and “Nobody.” There was an im- 
portant job to be done and Everybody was 
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody 
could have done it, but Nobody did it. Some- 
body got angry about that because it was Ev- 
erybody's job. Everybody thought that Any- 
body would do it, but Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that Ev- 
erybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did 
what Anybody could have done! (Arbeitwelt) 

Christmas is like some six months away still, 
but the time for loving and giving is here and 
now. Today, find time to look at your excess ma- 
terial luggage and start unloading them. Start 
with your cabinets bursting with things you don't 
even use or need. Write ош a check or send a do- 
nation to your favorite charity Visit or call some- 
опе and тей them you care, you forgive; or make 
that confession and be reconciled with God. Yes, 
be good yourself. Love and be at peace, 

We will be in Palau on July 20-22 to hold 
Masses and give mission talks, especially to 
our Filipino communities in that island in 
the Pacific, The mission to reach out and to 
Jove continues in each and everyone of us. 
Have you really reached out to someone 
lately? Have you gone beyond your comfort 
zones? Have you given up your pride and 
selfishness and broadened your horizons 
toward true loving? 

Don't forget July 16 is the Feast of our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel. We remember the Carmelite 
contemplative nuns and our other “hidden” 
brothers and sisters who spend their whole 
lives loving God and humanity in a very hum- 
ble and special way. Yes, they say little who 
love much. 

Amoment with the Lord: 

Lord, help me not just to talk and talk, but to 
walk my talk. Amen. 
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LAST FRIDAY, DEAN RAUL С. PANGALANGAN, 
who I believe should have been named to the 
Supreme Court years ago, wrote on the “party-list 
conundrum.” Earlier, Fr. Joaquin б. Bernas la- 
beled it an “experiment.” Last week, the Commis- 
sion on Elections named the 13 party-list winners 
that are each entitled to one “qualifying” seat in 
the House of Representatives. 

Four inviolable parameters. The Gordian 
question, however, is: Which of these winners are 
entitled to more than one seat? Laced with both 
law and mathematics, the answer was decreed by 
the Supreme Court in "Veterans Federation Party 
vs Comelec” (Oct. 6, 2000). In its original form, 
the decision—excluding the concurring and dis- 
senting opinions—was composed of 53 legal size, 
double-spaced pages. I think that this case easily 
comes as one of the most debated during my 11 
years in the Court. 

In brief, the Court said that entitlement to party- 
list seats shall be computed pursuant to “four invio- 
lable parameters” required by the Constitution and 
Republic Act 7941 (The Party-List Law) namely: 

“First, the twenty percent allocation—the 
combined number of all party-list congressmen 
shall not exceed twenty percent of the total mem- 
bership of the House of Representatives, includ- 
ing those elected under the partylist, 

“Second, the two percent threshold—only 
those parties garnering a minimum of two per- 
cent of the total valid votes cast for the party-list 
system are ‘qualified’ to have a seat in the House 
of Representative 

"Third, the three-seat limit—each qualified par- 
ty regardless of the number of votes it obtained, is 
entitled to a maximum of three seats, that is, one 
"qualifying and two additional seats; (and) 

“Fourth, proportional representation--the 
additional seats which a party is entitled to shall 
be computed їп proportion to their total number 
of votes.” 

Some of the litigants argued that the statutory 
2-percent threshold and three-seat limit were arbi- 
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trary and unconstitutional. They claimed that the 
20-percentallocation, a constitutional provision, is 
mandatory and not merely a ceiling; thus, it 
should be filled all the time. To do that, even those 
parties obtaining less than 2 percent of the total 
votes should be declared winners, and parties get- 
ting huge votes should get more than three seats. 

However, the Court unanimously ruled that 
the 2-percent threshold and the three-seat lir 
were not unconstitutional. After all, ће Constitu- 
tion itself said that election in the party-list sys- 
тет shall be “provided by law.” Clearly, Congress 
had been granted wide latitude in shaping the Fil- 
ipino-style party-list system. What divided the 
Court was on how to convert the four legal ра- 
rameters into a mathematical formula that would 
be used in determining the additional seat(s)—if 
any—of the qualified parties. 

Rejected formulas. Initially, a senior member 
ofthe Court proposed that all parties that obtained 
2 percent of the votes should each get one seat; 
those that garnered 4 percent should each get two. 
seats; those that secured 6 percent should each get 
three seats, and so on. This proposal had the ad- 
vantage of being easy to understand and to use. 

However, problems would arise when candi- 
dates get lop-sided votes, as when Party A gets 20 
percent; B, 10 percent; and С, 6 percent. Here, A 
would be entitled to 10 seats, B to five and C to. 
three, thereby violating the three-seat limit. Also, 
the proposal ignored the proportional represen- 
tation parameter, Hence, the Court—including 
the proponent—discarded it. 

Next taken up was the "Niemeyer Formula” es- 
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poused by Justice Vicente V Mendoza, This is the 
formulation used in the German Bundestag where 
one-half ofthe total seats are filled by the party lists. 
Also, there are no seat limits because German law 
discouraged the proliferation of small parties. In 
contrast, RA 7931—as already mentioned—im- 
posed a three-seat limit precisely to encourage 
small parties. These distinctions made the Niemey- 
er mathematics completely inapplicable here. 

Panganiban Formula, Because the foregoing 
proposals were rejected by the Court, I had to de- 
vise a methodology that would “not contravene, 
circumvent or amend” the four inviolable param- 
eters, Since the majority of the justices accepted 
my mathematics, I was tasked to write the deci- 
sion. The original ponente, Justice Men- 
doza—joined by two others—penned the dissent. 
Justice (now Chief Justice) Reynato S. Puno 
‘wrote a concurring opinion. 

Simply stated, the initial step, under this 
methodology, is to determine the additional seats 
to be given the party obtaining the highest num- 
ber of votes. I the topnotcher or “first party” ob- 
tains four or more but less than 6 percent of the 
total votes cast, it gets one more seat. If it garners 
six or more percent, then it gets the maximum 
two seats. The additional seats to be given the 
rest of the qualified parties can be “proportion- 
ately” computed by dividing the number of votes 
of the concerned party by the number of votes the 
topnotcher garnered, multiplied by the number 
of seats allocated to the topnotcher. 

‘To be sure, the Panganiban formula has been 
criticized. Nonetheless, no viable alternative that 
takes into account all the four parameters has 
been successfully advanced. Thus, the Court 
unanimously reiterated it in "Partido ng Mang- 
gagawa vs Comelec” (March 15, 2006) and 
“CIBAC vs Comelec” (April 13, 2007). Next Sun- 
day, Iwill discuss the criticisms to my formula. 

Comments are welcome at chiefjusticepangani- 
ban@hotmail.com 


Potter and Umbridge 


ABOUT THE MOST INTERESTING CHARACTER 
in "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix’ is 
Prof. Dolores Umbridge, (Imelda Staunton), the 
new “Defense against the Dark Ars” teacher at 
Hogwarts. She is later appointed "Grand Inquisitor" 
by the Ministry of Magic to set things aright at the 
academy and, secretly, to neutralize the power and 
influence ofits revered Headmaster Dumbledore. 

On the surface, Umbridge is ай softness and pink 
plush, her rotund physique clad in all shades of pink 
‘Woolen and tweed suits and coats, with a slight smile 
etemally playing on her lips. In the book, author J.K. 
Rowling describes Umbridge as “ugly as а toad,” but 
the persona created for her in the movie works bet- 
ter, her soft plump pleasant appearance belying the 
steely nerves and ruthless ambition within. 

"The character makes me wonder if Rowling went 
to а school run by nuns, or by a sadistic head- 
mistress. With a bit of unease and discomfort, I rec- 
ognized Umbridge, mainly through remembered 
teachers of times past, draconian disciplinarians 
‘who glided through our school corridors in flowing 
habits, and social arbiters in our clan and communi- 
ty who handed down judgments on one's character 
based on little but surface impressions. 

‘Smug in her certainties, subtle in her cruelties, 
and disconcertingly sincere in her belief that 
what she is doing is all for the good, Umbridge re- 
minds us of the elements of society playing a rear- 
guard action against all that is new and unfamil- 
iar, everyone and anyone who asks uncomfort- 
able questions or tests the limits of convention. 
She fosters and imposes willed ignorance in her 
classroom, refusing to let her students learn more 
about the more dangerous aspects of magic and 
wizardry, and in the process leaving them de- 
fenseless against the inroads being made by the 
Dark Lord Voldemort and his Death Eaters. 

‘THE BATTLE between the forces of good, rep- 
resented by “Dumbledore's Army,” composed 
of Hogwarts students led by Harry Potter and 
the “Order of the Phoenix,” another group 
founded by an older generation of Hogwarts 
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students; and the dark realm of Voldemort and 
cohorts, may seem but a plot device in the con- 
tinuing saga of the boy wizard. 

But it may well be Rowling's commentary as 
well on the current contest between tradition 
and progress, conservatism and liberalism, 
fundamentalism and reform. Being herself the 
target of criticism that her books are the dev- 
il's handiwork, fostering belief in witchcraft 
and black magic, Rowling may have found it ir- 
resistible to take potshots at those clamoring 
to ban the books in her best-selling franchise, 
and the social movement that gave birth to 
such thinking. With Umbridge, she succeeds 
magnificently, especially in the movie version, 
where Staunton cleverly disguises her repre- 
hensible core beneath layers of her fuzzy pink 
wardrobe and simpering walk. 

Inmany ways, Umbridge is the central charac- 

ter in this fifth installment of the Potter series. 
With Dumbledore making himself scarce, afraid 
to draw any more of Voldemort's wrath on Harry 
by associating too much with the young wizard, 
Umbridge comes to symbolize all that is thwart- 
ing Harry in his quest for self-discovery, as well 
as his resolve to defeat the Dark Lord. 
I REMEMBER reading the book and feeling my- 
self in the grip of extreme annoyance. Only lat- 
er did I realize that this was because the story is 
told mainly through Harry’s viewpoint, and so 
his view of the world is jaundiced by the tur- 
moil taking place within. 

Harry is like all adolescents, troubled by imag- 
inings that the world is out to get him. Heis impa- 


tient, extremely sensitive, prone to misinterpret- 
ing the slightest remark and subtlest snub. In Pot- 
ter's case, of course, his paranoia is proven to 
have more than enough basis, but even so itis a 
test of one's patience to have to put up with his 
prickly personality and often-needless angst. 

But it is in “Order of the Phoenix” that Rowling 
proves she is more than just a slick plotter, success- 
fully conveying the inner turmoil that roils within 
every teenager. In the movie, we see not just an 
older Potter, but in Daniel Radcliffe a boy transi- 
tioning into manhood, maturing in physique and 
facial features, and revealing extraordinary depth. 

The film challenges Radcliffe's acting skills, 
and he meets the challenge satisfactorily. He con- 
veys the devastating loss of innocence that Harry 
endured in witnessing the death of a schoolmate 
in “Goblet of Fire,” and the unbearable grief and 
anger he is plunged into with his godfather, Sirius 
Black's passing. With “Order of the Phoenix," ma- 
turing Potter fans are brought face-to-face with 
the concerns and heartbreaks of the real world, 
DIRECTOR David Yates sums up the movie аз 
being all about “rebellion and about under- 
standing the limits of adulthood.” 

There is little of the whimsy and magic that 
characterized the early Potter films, whose 
charms lay mainly in their faithful re-creation of 
the world that sprung up in the pages of Rowl- 
ing's books. Perhaps with this fifth installment of 
the franchise, the filmmakers chose to jettison 
the more charming portions (such as a rather 
long part about the encounter between Hagrid 
and his giant brother) in favor of speeding us 
through the story of Harry's own journey to 
adulthood, including the dark and dreary days 
when Umbridge was at the helm of Hogwarts. 

But in taking the risk of alienating. the 
younger sector of Potter fans, the movie's pro- 
ducers have succeeded in keeping the atten- 
tion of its older faithful in this movie that 
dark and brooding, true, but also more intel- 
lectually and emotionally satisfying. 


RA 9372 will make our rights insecure 


TODAY THE HUMAN SECURITY ACT TAKES 
effect, Ata time when serious concernshave been 
raised here and abroad about the ability of the Ar- 
royo administration to protect the rights of dis- 
senters and journalists, this law initiates a regime 
that threatens our basic civil liberties by under- 
mining important constitutional protections 
against the arbitrary use of state machinery. 

Sec. 3 of Republic Act 9372, which defines ter- 
rorism, is nothing but an enumeration of crimes 
already punishable under our laws, such as rebel- 
lion, coup d'etat, murder, kidnapping, illegal pos- 
session of firearms and arson, except that it adds 
the element of “sowing and creating a condition 
of widespread and extraordinary fear and panic 
among the populace, in order to coerce the gov- 
ernment to give in to the unlawful demand.” Evi- 
dently, the criminalization of these acts is not the 
purpose of the law. Its dangerous implications lie 
elsewhere, 

First, By punishing, “conspiracy to commit ter- 
rorism,” the law (Sec. 4) expands most of the 
crimes enumerated above to include an agree- 
ment to commit these acts. Conspiracy is rarely 
punished because a decision to commit a crime is 
qualitatively different from actually engaging in 

‘Those who, for example, conspire to steal can 
still change their minds, while those who have al- 
ready stolen from others are already criminals 
Many of those who plan are all bark and no bite. 
‘The problem with punishing conspiracy is that it 
can easily be used against citizens who use free 
speech as a vehicle for expressing their outrage. 
Conspiracy is a very subjective test, and such low 
threshold of criminality for а serious offense is 
bound to chill the expression of speakers. 

Second. The statute allows the issuance of a ju- 
dicial order to surveil suspects and to intercept 
and record their communications, Under Sec. 7, a 
new creature—The Warrant of Surveillance— 
unleashed for purposes of investigating those al- 
ready charged or suspected, Government can use 
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“any suitable ways and means” to tap or intercept 
any form of communication by someone who is 
only suspected of having conspired to commit 
terrorism. This impairs the constitutional guaran- 
ty of due process, because a person's privacy may 
now be invaded just because the government 
thinks someone has decided to violate the law. 
Welcome to the world of Kafka. 

Third. Even more alarming are the grounds 
enumerated in Sec. 8, which justify the issuance 
of the Warrant of Surveillance. Apparently, such a 
warrant may be issued if itis “essential to the con- 
viction of any charged or suspected person for, ог 
to the solution or prevention of, any such crimes.” 
‘Authorities may now eavesdrop on our conversa- 
tions and intercept our messages for purposes of 
preventing terrorism. For those unfamiliar with 
the Constitution, this new model of crime preven- 
tion emasculates the basic assumption of our 
criminal justice system that the force of law 
should not be brought to bear upon the citizen 
unless the police already possess some evidence 
to justify a search. RA 9372 conscripts the judicia- 
ry to legitimize fishing expeditions. 

Fourth, The law allows the Department of Jus- 
tice to petition the courts to judicially declare any 
organization or group of persons organized to 
commit terrorism as "terrorist and outlawed or- 
ganizations.” Why would the government be in- 
terested in labeling groups instead of actually 
fighting crimes when persons tagged by the mili- 
tary as "terrorists and leftists” are being assassi- 
nated or kidnapped? While there is a need to crip- 
ple the ability of terrorists to use the regular 
channels of business, we must also be mindful of 


the danger of demonizing marginalized groups 
attempting to participate in mainstream politics 
The governments efforts to revive old cases 
against members of certain party-list organiza- 
tions should inform us about its real intentions. 

Fifth. The most patently unconstitutional por- 
tion of the law appears in Sec. 18, which autho- 
Fizes "detention without judicial warrant of ar- 
Test" Article Ш, Sec. 2 of the Constitution is 
clear—no search warrant or warrant of arrest shall 
issue except upon probable cause to be deter- 
mined personally by the judge. Under the Consti 
tution, no one other than a judge is authorized to 
order a person's arrest. It is a testament to our 
commitment to physical integrity and security that 
‘we compel the authorities to establish, through ju- 
dicial proceedings, the need to restrain and detain. 
‘This fundamental rule is trumped by Sec. 18 which 
authorizes the Anti-Terrorism Council, all of 
whose members are Cabinet officials, to order the 
arrest of people charged with or suspected of ter- 
rorism. How Congress could have forgotten the 
Bill of Rights truly amazes, considering that many 
ofits members are lawyers. This oversights all the 
more disappointing because it indicates a failure 
to remember, and an alarming capacity to conve- 
niently forget the lessons of the recent past. 

US Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis once 
remarked that the greatest dangers to liberty lurk in 
the insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well 
meaning but without understanding. Our recogni 
tion ofthe global war on terror and the altered con- 
ditions of politics should not blind us to the danger 
of giving government the license to sacrifice our 
freedoms in the name of security. After all, history 
has shown that a government can unleash terror on 
the citizens it seeks to protect as terribly as the ene- 
mies it wishes to save them from, 


Florin T. Hilbay teaches Constitutional Law and Le- 
gal Theory at the University of the Philippines, Col- 
lege of Law. 
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Flying barefoot 


IMET ANA IN THE SUMMER OF 2006, MET HER AND HER 
braids in the dark dining room of the El Oriente in Du- 
maguete. Ihad dragged my black monster of a suitcase three 
floors up, past colored underwear hanging on window 
blinds, up narrow concrete steps to a bedroom where the 
showers were separated from the bed spaces by thin plastic 
curtains printed with black and white cows. When I trudged 
downstairs, Ana was 
in the dining room, 
eating pineapple and 
negotiating the wary 
conversation be- 
tween, 

The first few days 
were days when crit- 
icism, carefully, even 
poetically phrased, 
‘would wake me up at three in the morning and send me 
hurtling out of the bedroom into the rain to write story plots 
оп wet scraps of paper. I was feeling poetic those days, even 
if never wrote a line of poetry; I thought there was some- 
thing desperately romantic about walking in the dark and 
feeling miserable. I remember sitting in El Amigo one night, 
surrounded by my co-fellows, reeling from my third bottle of 
Red Horse, and letting all my humiliations and stupidities 
and various insecurities spill out of my eyes to Ana beside 
me. I remember believing, at that moment, with the clear, 
unshakeable certainty of the almost-drunk, that Ana cared, 
and that in spite of the also-unshakeable certainty that I was 
being a self-pitying fool, Ana would understand. 

Until that hot, humid morning in May, Ana was only a 
name to me, another poet on the list of people bound for the 
three-week National Writers Workshop in Dumaguete. 1 find 
that strange now, the idea that there was a time I didn't know 
‘Ana, even if it was only а little more than a year ago when I 
followed her and her Velcro-and-rubber sandals down the 
boulevard. Ana was the one who first put a camera into my 
clumsy hands, and who told me she trusted me. I remember 
seeing her sway in front of a boutique mirror once, draped in 
a softly gray dress with slim straps, fake jewels sparkling on 
her hair. I remember her stopping to ask us if she looked pret- 
ty, remember rolling my eyes at the ridiculousness of the 
question. She would ask us that question, again and again, 
over the next year, and it's only recently that Ive realized 
that the lovely gir! with a butterfly tattooed on her ankle һай 
very little idea of how beautiful she was. 

‘When we went home to the grind of our various jobs, bet- 
ter versed in the powers of the semicolon, wary of the el- 
lipses, half in despair over whether we were writers or not, it 
was Ana who stayed, just а little longer, just enough to say 
goodbye to her sea. We all made promises, to keep in touch, 
to come back in a year, for some sort of grand reunion to cele- 
brate a time when we got drunk on poetry and stale beer and 
the over-fried chicken drowned in thick ketchup. That re- 
union never happened, not when it was supposed to. There 
was work, and empty bank accounts, and the logic that we 
could always do it another time when it was easier. 

We had our reunion last Tuesday, only this time, it was Ana 
we were visiting. We couldn't find her in the glass coffin in 
the cavernous funeral parlor, that wasn't her, hands clasped 
over a rosary, dressed all in stiff white. Ana was our wide- 
eyed gypsy in a flowing skirt, whose eyes lit up at tempura by 
the sidewalk, the young mother who bragged about the 
daughter in Cebu who painted while wearing lavender 
wings, the woman whose very stillness pulsed with aching 
life, 

Tam familiar enough with death to accept how it happens, 
old enough to have seen the bullet wounds and the an- 
guished faces, the aging and the going and rough, ragged 
marks of pain. I understand that the world is a brutal, terri- 
ble place, and that people die. І knew all that, but ай that had 
nothing to do with Ana. 

Not the girl whose voice can calm both a clumsy kitten and 
а cantankerous writer with one too many bottles of beer--our 
‘Ana who walks barefoot and stands still to take a picture of the 
white, white moon caught at the crook of a tree's branches. 

‘That Ana, who would stay in Manila only for a night, "be- 
cause I miss my little gir.” Ana, who swam like a mermaid 
and treated water as air. My Ana, who knocked at my Cebu 
hotel room and laughed as I bounced in bed, who giggled 
when we talked about boys with ponytails and boys without, 
who, because she too jumped on the backs of motorcycles to 
chase light, understood my need to keep rushing after moon- 
beams. 

There are people, sometimes, who feel too much, see too 
much, some too sweet to survive, There are many things 1 
learned from Ana. Last month, Ana turned 29, and admitted 
in her Sun Star Weekend column that there were still many 
things she wanted to do—include cherry tomatoes in her 
grocery list, learn the names of flowers, teach her daughter 
the constellations, learn to care about table settings and 
small talk, sprint around the Abellana track twice without 
feeling faint. The point, Ana says, “is to live awake, never in- 
deed be freed of oneself again, that is, the self that is never 
lost, never shaken off, fastened to us hard enough until we 
have no choice but to claim it completely and live and love 
with ít well" 

Maybe the world was too much for Ana, too much for a 
brown-cheeked poet who would lapse into daydreams, too 
much to live awake. Ina few minutes, after I send this essay, I 
will meet the same poets and teachers and writers who met 
more than a year ago in another place, by a boulevard over- 
looking a sea that ends where the sky begins. I'll take my 
camera, the one Inever had a chance to show Ana, and try to 
take the pictures she would have taken. There will be stories, 
and regrets, and prayers winging up the sky. Ana, we like to 
think, will be reading her poetry with us. 

Iwill not claim to have understood Ana, only a very little, 
only the parts she let us see. But I will say I loved her, still 
love her, and hope that now she is among her dangling stars, 
nothing more can hurt her, 

For comments, just text: PM REBEL name, age, location, 
message then send to 2948 for Globe/Sun and 3940 for Smart. 
E-mail atrebel.inquirer@gmail.com 
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THEY SAID 


Scapegoat 

“There are higher authorities in the government's fi- 
nancial institutions who would like to wash their hands 
of responsibility for the dire consequences of their un- 
realistic, failed and bungled policies; and who look for 
а sacrificial lamb, a scapegoat to which they can assign 
the blame.” 
urea ofInternal Revenue Commissioner Jose Мане Bulag, 
ater being red rom offe. 
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FAQs on the Hum 


(Editor's Note: The antiterror law takes effect 
; today, raising fears among bishops and hu- 
тап rights advocates that authorities would 
use lt to crack down on political enemies. But 
Malacafiang claims that the law was enacted 
to protect the people from terror. To help the 

'uble understand the implications of the 
law, we are featuring here the frequently 
asked questions [FAQs] prepared by a 
lawyers" group. The group warns against 
abuses that could be committed in the name 
ofthe new law.) 


By Jose Manual l. Diokno 
Chair, Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG) 


Q, What is the Human Security Act of 
2007? 


А. The "Human Security Act of 2007,” ог 
Republic Act No. 9372, is a law that 
Congress enacted “to protect life, liberty 
‘and property from acts of terrorism, to con- 
детип terrorism as inimical and dangerous 
to the national security of the country „. 
and to make terrorism a crime against the 
“Filipino people, against humanity, and 
against the law of nations.” 

While wellintended, the Human Security 
‘Act (HSA) is one of the most incoherent, disor- 
‘ganized and disjointed laws our Congress has 
fever passed. A mix-and-match collection of 62 

“sections, the law has no discernible structure, 
по headings or subheadings, and no group: 
ings of sections. Provisions follow one another 
‘without logical connection; some sections 
contradict each other; while others simply 
make no sense. 

‘Worse, the HSA is a dangerous law. It au- 

1 thorizes preventive detention, expands the 

«power of warrantless arrest, and allows for 
‘unchecked invasion of our privacy liberty and 
other basic rights. Persons merely suspected of 
engaging in terrorism may be arrested without 
‘warrant and detained without charges. 

They may be placed under house arrest, 
prohibited from using their cell phones, com- 
puters and any other means of communica- 
tion, even when they are granted bail on the 
ground that evidence of guilt is not strong. 
‘They may also be subjected to surveillance 
and wiretapping, as well as examination, se- 
questration and freezing of bank deposits and 
other assets, on mere suspicion that they are 
members of a “terrorist organization." 


Defining the crime 

“Q. How does the HSA define the crime of 
“terrorism?” 

A. It defines the crime as follows: 

“Sec. 3. Terorism—Any person who com- 
mits an act punishable under any of the fol- 
owing provisions of the Revised Penal Code: 

‘A Art. 122 (Piracy in General and Mutiny); 

B. Art. 134 (Rebellion or Insurrection); 

C. Ап. 134A (Coup d'Etat), induding acts 
committed by private persons; 

D. Art. 248 (Murder); 

E. Ап. 267 (Kidnapping and Serious Illegal 
Detention); 

Е Art, 324 (Crimes Involving Destruction); 
orunder 

(1) PD. 1613 (Law on Arson); 

(2) RA. 6969 (Toxic Substance and Ha- 
zardous and Nuclear Waste Control Ас); 

(3) RA. 5207 (Atomic Energy Regulatory 
and Liability Act); 

(4) RA. 6235 (Anti-Hijacking Law); 

(5) BD. 532 (Anti-Piracy and Ant-Highway 
Robbery Law); and 

(6) BD. 1866, as amended (Decree Codify- 
ing the Laws on Illegal and Unlawful Posses- 
sion, Manufacture, Dealing in, Acquistion ог 
Disposition of Firearms, Ammunition or Ex- 
plosives) 

‘Thereby sowing and creating a condition of 
widespread and extraordinary fear and panic 
among the populace, in order to coerce the 
government to give in to an unlawful demand 
shall be guilty of terrorism and shall suffer the 
penalty of 40 years of imprisonment, without 
the benefit of parole..." 

For the crime of terrorism to be committed, 
therefore, four elements are essential: 

ө The commission of one or more of the 
crimes specified in Section 3 above, 

ө That sows and creates a condition of 
“widespread and extraordinary fear and pan- 
ic" among the populace, 

© For the purpose of coercing the govem- 
ment, 

® To give into an “unlawful” demand. 


Vague, susceptible to abuse 

їп FLAGS view, the laws definition of ter- 
rorism is vague, ambiguous and highly suscep- 
tible to abuse. When does a condition of 
"widespread and extraordinary fear and pan- 
ic” exit? Does the “populace” refer to the pub- 
lic in general, those who live in the same city 
or town or those who live in the same baran- 
‘gay? What is an "unlawful demand?” 

‘With no objective standards to guide our 
Jaw enforcers, the HSA in effect bestows on 
our law enforcers the unfettered discretion to 
decide if a person is engaged in terrorism or 
conspiracy to commit terrorism. And that is 
very dangerous indeed. 

In the words of Martin Scheinin, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the Promotion 
and Protection of Human Rights and Funda- 
mental Freedoms While Countering Terror- 
ism, “... there are some positive aspects of the 
definition of terrorist acts in the Human Secu- 
rity Act but the end result is an overly broad 
definition which is seen to be at variance with 
the principle of legality and thus incompatible 
with Article 15 of the International Covenant 
оп Civil and Political Rights.” 


Q. How does the HSA define “conspiracy 
» to commit terrorism?” 


A Section 4 provides that a conspiracy tà 
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commit terrorism is committed “when two or 
more persons come to an agreement concern- 
ing the commission of the crime of terrorism. 
as defined in Section 3 hereof and decide to 
commit the same.” The law, in short, defines a 
terrorist conspiracy as an agreement between, 
two or more persons to commit the crime of 
terrorism and a decision to commit it, 

"The basic principle in conspiracy is that the 
act of one is the act of all. As an American 
lawyer has observed, however, modem crimi- 
nal organizations operate on an entirely differ- 
entprinciple: 

*.. Conspiracy laws make all conspirators 
‘equally liable for all the crimes, when clearly 
that just is not the case. In fact, criminal orga- 
nizations are structured specifically to place 
the greatest risk on the people with the least to 
gain from the enterprise. Thats how you rise 
in those organizations, 

Criminal conspiracies don't happen 
amidst open forum discussions, 1 can't ima- 
gine that many criminal organizations have 
large group meetings ... Quite the opposite. 
Mostly, conspiracy convictions are based оп 
disparate, separate and barely if at ай coordi- 
mated acts by the conspirators. Meetings are 
опе on one, or (in) tiny minimal groups. Al- 
most none of the typical conspirator even 
knows what the whole scheme is, let alone the 
harmful effects.” 


Small fry 

In FLAGS view, criminalizing terrorist con- 
spiracie is a useless, impractical and ineffec- 
tive way of addressing the problem. It may re- 
sult in the arrest of lots of “small fry,” but 
will never stop the “big fish” behind these 
organizations, 


Q. Does the HSA provide for the 
outlawing of “terrorist organiza- 
tions?” 


A. Yes. Section 17 provides that an 
organization, association or group of 
persons that is organized for the pur- 
pose of engaging in terrorism, or, al- 
though not so organized, actually engages in 
acts of terrorism, may be outlawed or pro: 
scribed asa "terrorist organization.” 

їп FLAGS view, the outlawing of organiza- 
tions on the ground they are “terrorist” is not 
only vague and ambiguous; it is an open invi 
tation to the authorities to muzzle free speech, 
to stifle the right to peaceably assemble and 
petition the govemment for redress of 
grievances. 


Penalties 

О. What is the penalty for the crimes of 
terrorism and conspiracy to commit ter- 
rorism? 


А. The penalty for the crime of terrorism is 
40 years of imprisonment without benefit of 
parole. This is a new penalty not recognized by 
the Revised Penal Code. 

"The penalty for conspiracy to commit ter- 
rorism is also 40 years of imprisonment with- 
‘out the benefit of parole. 

The penalty for accomplices is 17 years, 4 
months and 1 day to 20 years of imprison- 
теп. 

"The penalty for acessories is 10 years and 1 
day to 12 years of imprisonment 


О. Can the rights and liberties ofa person 
merely suspected of terrorism be curtailed 
under the HSA? If so, in what manner сап 
they be curtailed? 


А. Yes, It contains many provisions that al- 
low the rights of mere suspects to be curtailed. 
Section 26 provides that persons who have. 
been charged with terrorism or conspiracy to 
commit terrorism—even if they have been 
granted bail because evidence of their guilt is 
not strong—can be: 
* Detained under house arrest; 
Restricted from traveling; and/or 
Prohibited from using any cellular 
phones, computers or other means of commu- 
nicating with people outside their residence. 

Section 19 provides that in the event of an. 
actual or imminent terrorist attack, persons 
suspected of terrorism may be arrested and 
detained without charges for as long as the de- 
tention is approved by a judge of the munici- 
pal or regional trial court, the Sandiganbayan 
ога justice of the Court of Appeals nearest the 
place of the arrest or by “a municipal, cty, 
provincial orregional office ofa Human Rights 
Commission.” It is not dear whether the "Hu- 
man Rights Commission” mentioned here is 
the same as the constitutionally established 
Commission on Human Rights. 

FLAG believes that these and other similar 
provisions violate the right to liberty, to be pre- 
sumed innocent, to due process of law, to 
equal protection under the law, to a fair tial, 
to travel and to privacy of communication ала 
correspondence. 


Detention 

Q. What is “custodial detention" and 
what are the rights of persons under custo- 
dial detention? 


A. Section 21 uses the term “custodial de- 
tention” but does not expressly define it. It 
would appear from the wording of this sec- 
tion, however, that “custodial detention” be- 
gins the moment a person is arrested and de- 
tained, Section 21 provides: 

“The moment a person charged with or sus- 
pected ofthe crime of terrorism or the crime of 
‘conspiracy to commit terrorism is apprehend- 
ed or arrested and detained, he shall forthwith 
be informed, by the arresting police or law en- 
forcement officers or by the police or law en- 
forcement officers to whose custody the per- 
son concemed is brought, of his or her right: 
(@) to be informed of the nature and cause of 
his arrest, to remain silent and to have compe- 
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tent and independent counsel preferably of his 
choice. If the person cannot afford the services 
of counsel of his or her choice, the police ог 
aw enforcement officers concerned shall im- 
mediately contact ће free legal assistance unit 
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines or the 
Public Апотеуз Office, who are duty-bound 
to immediately visit the detainee and provide 
legal assistance. These rights cannot be 
‘waived except in writing and in the presence 
of counsel of choice; (b) informed of the cause 
ог causes of his or her detention in the pres- 
'ence of counsel; (c) allowed to communicate 
freely with his legal counsel and to confer with 
them at any time without restriction; (d) al- 
lowed to communicate freely and privately 
‘without restrictions with the members of his 
family or with his nearest relatives and to be 
Visited by them; and, (e) allowed freely to 
avail [himself or herself] of the services of a 
physician or physicians of choice.” 

Violations of Section 21 by law enforcers 
are punishable by imprisonment of between 
10years and 1 day to 12 years. 

‘Under Section 24, persons under investiga 
tion for the crime of terrorism or conspiracy to 
commit terrorism have the right to be free 
from torture, threat, intimidation, coercion or 
any act that inflicts physical pain or torment or 
mental, moral or psychological pressure that 
vitiates free will; any evidence obtained as a 
result thereof is not admissible in any judicial, 
quasi-judicial, legislative or administrative in- 
‘vestigation or proceeding. 

The penalty for those who commit torture 
or any ofthe other acts mentioned above is im- 
prisonment of between 12 years and 1 day to 
20 years. 


Contradictory 

0. What procedure must law enforcers 
follow before detaining a person they have 
arrested without warrant under the HSA? 


‘A. Thesecond paragraph of Section 18 pro- 
vides that the law enforcers must, before de- 
taining arrested persons, present them before 
a judge at the latter’ residence or office near- 
est the place of arrest, at any time of the day or 
night. 
"The judge, among other things, must: 
© Ascertain the identity of the arresting of- 
ficer; 
Ascertain the identity ofthe arrested per- 


Inquire into the reasons for the arrest; 

© Determine, by questioning and personal 
observation, whether the arrested person was 
subjected to any physical, moral or psychologi- 
cal torture, by whom, and why; and 

© Within three calendar days from the time 
the arrested person was brought before him or 
her, submit a report to the court with jurisdic- 
tion over the arrested person, stating in detail 
what he or she observed when the arrested 
person was brought to him or her, 

‘The third paragraph of Section 18, how- 
ever, provides that "()mmediately after tak- 
ing custody of a person charged with or sus- 
pected of the crime of terrorism or conspira- 
cy to commit terrorism, the police or law en- 
forcement personnel shall notify in writing 
the judge of the court nearest the place of 
apprehension or arrest; Provided, that 
where the arrest is made during Saturdays, 
Sundays, holidays or after office hours, the 
written notice shall be served at the resi- 
dence of the judge nearest the place where 
the accused was arrested.” 

In FLAG’ view, the two provisions are 


contradictory. While the first provision re- 
quires personal delivery of the arrested per- 
son to the judge nearest the place of arrest, 
the second provision appears to negate this 
requirement by requiring only a written no- 
tice to the judge nearest the place of arrest. 


Dangers of wiretapping 

Q. Сап government place suspects un- 
der surveillance, or tap into their private 
conversations and communications? 
How may this be done? 


A. Yes, if authorized by the “authorizing 
division" of the Court of Appeals. In FLAGS 
view, surveillance and wiretapping орега- 
tions infringe on the rights to be presumed 
innocent and to privacy. Why should these 
rights be sacrificed because the investigating 
officers are incompetent, ineffective or un- 
able to gather evidence in a lawful manner? 
‘Added to this, with current technology, the 
danger of fabricated recordings, spliced 
tapes and conversations taken out of context 
is real. The potential for abuse is frighten- 
“Anyone who undertakes surveillance or 
‘wiretapping operations against terrorism 
suspects, without authority from the “autho- 
tizing division” of the Court of Appeals, shall 
be punishable by imprisonment of between 
10 years and 1 day to 12 years. 


Q. Will the subject of surveillance or 
wiretapping be informed about it? 


A. While the HSA states that it upholds 
the “right to be informed of the acts done by 
law enforcement authorities,” the subject of 
surveillance or wiretapping will only be in- 
formed of the surveillance or wiretapping if 
по case is filed against him or her. If the ap- 
plicant fails to notify the subject of surveil- 
lance or wiretapping in writing within 30 
days from the expiration of the operation, ће 
or she shall be punished with imprisonment 
of between 10 years and 1 day to 12years, 

FLAG believes that this provision violates 
due process, since those under surveillance 
or wiretapping are barred from participa- 
ting in the proceeding to the detriment of 
their life and liberty; they are not to be in- 
formed of the application or any such autho- 
rization order against them; they are not al- 
owed to contest such application or any: 
dence that may be brought against them; 
neither are they allowed to present evidence 
‘on their own behalf. 

‘They will be subjected to invasion of their 
privacy rights without due process for up to 
60 days by a battery of law enforcement offi- 
cers, and any recordings made or evidence 
obtained in violation of their privacy and 
due process rights may be used in evidence 
against them. 


Q. Can government examine bank de- 
posits and finances, and seize, sequester 
ог freeze assets of persons suspected or 
charged under the HSA? 


A. Yes. Under Section 27, bank deposits 
and finances may be examined if judicially 
authorized, Under Section 39, assets of (1) 
any person suspected of or charged with ter- 
rorism or conspiracy to commit terrorism 
before a competent regional trial court, (2) a 
judicially declared terrorist organization, 
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and (3) members of a judicially declared ter- 
Torist organization “shall be seized, se- 
questered and frozen in order to prevent 
their use, transfer or conveyance for purpo- 
ses that are inimical to the safety and securi- 
ty of the people or injurious to the interest of 
the State.” Unlike Section 27 however, Sec- 
tion 35 does not expressly require judicial 
authorization and is silent on which office or 
agency may authorize and implement such 
seizure, sequestration or freezing of assets, 


License to look into bank deposits 

In FLAG's view, the power to examine 
‘bank deposits and finances of persons or en- 
tities suspected of involvement in terrorism 
ог conspiracy to commit terrorism is partic 
ularly alarming. Law enforcers are armed 
with the widest license to inquire into the 
bank deposits of persons who are merely as- 
sumed or perceived to be terrorists. 

Anyone could easily be assumed or per- 
ceived or suspected of being a terrorist 
Even worse, these examinations could lead 
о incidents of extortion, blackmail or even 
be the basis for kidnapping committed by 

erring law enforcers or syndicates. 
Anyone who examines the bank 
deposits and finances of terrorism 
suspects, or members of outlawed ter- 
rorist organizations or outlawed terror- 
ist organizations without authority from 
the “authorizing division” of the Court of 
Appeals, shall be punishable by imprison- 
ment of between 10 years and 1 day to 
12years. 


Q. Who authorizes govern- 
ment’s inquiries into bank de- 
posits and finances of terror- 

ism suspects or members of out- 
lawed terrorist organizations or 
outlawed terrorist organizations? 


A. The justices of the Court of Appeals 
“designated as a special court to handle 
antiterrorism cases” are authorized to al- 
low government to inquire into the bank 

‘deposits and finances of terrorism sus- 
pects, if they are “satisfied” that probable 

Cause exists to warrant such examina- 

tion. They may authorize: 

"The examination of the deposits, 
placements, trust accounts, assets and 
Tecrds in a bank or financial institution; 

The gathering of any relevant infor- 
mation about such deposits, placements, 
trust accounts, assets and records in a bank 
or financial institution. 


9. Will the subject of the examination 
be informed that itis being done? 


A. Persons whose bank deposits and fi- 
nances are being examined will only be in- 
formed about it if no case is filed against 
him or her after the period of examination, 
If the applicant fails to notify the subject of 
the examination in writing within 30 days 
from the expiration of the examination, he 
or she shall be punishable by imprison- 
ment of between 10 years and 1 day to 12 
years. 

FLAG reiterates that this provision vio- 
lates the due process and property rights of 
those whose bank deposits and finances are 
under examination. 


Payment of damages 

Q. Does the HSA penalize law en- 
forcers and government officials who 
misuse the law? 


А. Yes. Section 50 provides that any pe 
son accused of terrorism who is later acquit- 
ted by the court shall be entitled to the pay- 
ment of P500,000 in damages for every day 
that heorshe has been detained or deprived 
of liberty or arrested without a warrant as a 
result of such an accusation. The amount of 
damages shall be automatically charged 
against the appropriations of the police 
agency or the Anti-Terrorism Council that 
brought or sanctioned the filing of the 
charges against the accused. The payment 
of damages must be released within 15 days 
from the date of the acquittal. In addition, 
the award of damages shall be without pre- 
judice to the filing of criminal or administra- 
tive charges against those responsible for 
the unproven charge. 

Section 41 provides that persons whose 
properties are seized, sequestered or frozen, 
but who are later acquitted ог the cases 
against them dismissed, are entitled to 
500,000 a day for the period in which their 
properties were seized, sequestered or frozen. 
‘The amount shall be taken from the appropri- 
ations of the police or law enforcement agency 
that caused the fling ofthe charges, 

Other sections of the Act—for instance, 
Sections 11-16 and 35—provide various 
penalties for acts committed by law en- 
forcers in violation of the law. While most of 
these sections impose a penalty of imprison- 
ment for a certain period of time, a few sec- 
tions provide that evidence seized as a result 
of illegal police actions may not be used 
against the accused. 


Q. Why should I care about the Human 
Security Act? It's only for terrorists. 


A, The HSA is so vague that it can be 
used against just about anyone, including 
you or me, The law is so sweeping that it 
can be used to curtail the rights of persons 
merely suspected of terrorism, even if they 
have been granted Ьай because evidence of 
their guilt is not strong. And the law is so 
dangerous that, unless repealed, it will de- 
stroy the Bill of Rights of the Constitution 
and rip apart the very fabric of our demo- 
cratic system. 
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Clark airport execs want land back 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT— 
It’s airport or bust. 

The head of the 
Subic-Clark Alliance for 
Development Council 
(SCADC) has endorsed 
to President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo the request 
to return a 300-hectare 
land to the Diosdado 
Macapagal Internation- 
al Airport (DMIA) to se- 
cure the facility's poten- 
tials as the country’s 
gateway and mega-lo- 
gistics hub. 


The July 5 letter of SCADC 
Chair Edgardo Pamintuan to 
Malacafiang's General Govern- 
ment Administration Office 
(GGAO) expressed "full sup- 
port" for the request of Nestor 
Mangio, chair of the Clark In- 
ternational Airport Corp. The 
CIACis the state agency manag- 
ing the development of the 
DMIA. 

Mangio had said in his June 17 
letter to Ms Arroyo that the 300- 
ha Industrial Estate 5 is the “most 
logical site for the envisioned lo- 
gistics area.” 

Problem is, the Clark Develop- 
ment Corp., the real estate man- 
ager of this freeport, plans to 
build a central business district 
(CBD) on the same land, as a 
copy of its June 7 bid invitation 
for an P18-million feasibility 
study showed. 

The CBD reduced the DMIAs 
Jand to 2,200 hectares. 

‘The land use dispute -threw 


3 kidnapping-robbery gang members 


LUCENA — CITY— 
Three members of a 
Kidnapping and rob- 
bery group were 
killed by police in a 
dash along the Ma- 
harlika Highway di- 
version road in this 
city early dawn Sat- 
urday, according to a 
police report. 

The report identi- 
fied the victims as 
Marino Hapin Jt. of 
Marquez Compound- 
Putatan, Muntinlupa 
City, Joemar Casa- 
buena and a = 
unidentified man. 

It said that on Fri- 
day elements of Que- 
zon police intelli- 
gence branch re- 
ceived a report from 
the Police Anti-Crime 
Emergency Response 
(Pacer) that an orga- 
nized crime group 
headed by Casabue- 
na was spotted in Lu- 
cena City and be- 
lieved to be targeting 


CIAC and SCADC officials in one 
camp, and CDC and Bases Con- 
version Development Authority 
officials in another. 

All base conversion officials 
professed to make Clark an in- 
vestment haven but they seemed 
to be taking different tacks in 

ringing that about, several in- 
vestors said. 

Starting 1992, the government 
rebuilt this economic zone and the 
airport here from the Clark Air 
Base of the United States military 

In the letter to the GGAO, Pam- 
intuan also supported Mangio's 
request to scrap the plan to build 
an interchange of the Subic-Clark 


‘Tarlac Expressway in the middle 
of the boundary of Aviation City 
and the disputed area. 

“1 believe these are very impor- 
tant issues in the implementation 
of the Presidents vision for the 
Clark Freeport Zone to become 
part of a mega-logistics hub to 
serve the Asia-Pacific region,” 
Pamintuan told Assistant Execu- 
tive Secretary Lynn Danao- 
Moreno of the GGAO. 

Moreno had written him on 
June 20 for information and ap- 
propriate action on Mangio's re- 
quests 

Pamintuan said it was his 
“mandate” as chair of the SCADC 


to “see to it that all policies and 
development plans concerning 
Clark and Subic jibe with the vi- 
sion of the President.” 

“We need more area for the air- 
port and logistics area than any- 
thing else to be able to serve 
wide-bodied aircraft. Other de- 
velopments should not eat 
DMIAS land away and anything 
to be built within it should suit 
the aerotropolis master plan,” 
Pamintuan said in a phone inter- 
view on Saturday. 

‘Amid the feud, CDC officials 
appeared to have aligned the 
CBD plan with the logistics plan. 

Pamintuan called this an “af- 
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another rich and 
prominent victim. 

Afer verification 
and surveillance op- 
erations, the group 
was confirmed to be 
staying at the Road 
Side Inn Motel in 
Barangay Bocohan. 

At around 2:15 
am, the Pacer team 
headed by Supt. 
Ronald Oliver Lee, 
along with Quezon in- 
telligence operatives 
led by Chief Insp. 
Laudemer Bryan Llan- 
eta, flagged down the 
suspects on board a 
Nissan Sentra (DFG- 
841) at the junction of 
Barangay. Bocohan 
and diversion road, 

Instead of stop- 
ping, the suspects 
sped off but were Im- 
mediately chased by 
the authorities. 
Delfin T Mallari Jr, 
Inquirer Southern 
Luson 
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School of Deaf Education and 
Applied Studies 


Bachelor in Applied Deaf Studies 
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School of Design and Arts 


Bachelor of Arts (AB) in Animation 

AB in Arts Management 

AB in Digital Filmmaking 

AB in Multimedia Arts? 

AB in Music Production 

АВ In Photography 

AB in Production Design 

AB in Technical Theater 

АВ major in Fashion Design and 
Merchandising 

Bachelor in Performing Arts major fn Dance 
{in consortium with Ballet Philippines- 
ССР Dance School). 

Bachelor of Science (BS) n Industriel Design 

BS in Interior Design 
‘in consortium with Philippine School 
af Interior Design) 

associate Degree n 30 Design and Animation" 

State берес in Web Design and Animation" 


» Management 


School of Hotel, Restaurant and 
institution Management** 
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is In Culinary Arts, Hopia 
sores, ed rni and atm 
Management 

associate Degree in Culinary Aris 


School of Multidisciplinary 
Studies 


AB major in Constr and Diplomatic Affairs 


‘School of Management and 
information Technology 


Bachelor of Science in Business Adminstration 
(858A) major in Computer Applications 

BSBA major in Export Management 

BSBA major in Human Resource Menagemert: 

8$ in Information Management 

BSBA major in Business Management 

BSBA major In Marketing Management?” 
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terthought” on the part of CDC 
president Levy Laws. 

CDC's press statement on July 
12 quoted Laus as saying that the 
CBD was “aligned with [Ms Ar- 
royo's] vision to create a logistics 
hub in Clark under her 10-point 
agenda.” 

The CBD concept, Laus said, 
will Yco-exist harmoniously with 
airport development at Clark.” 
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C. Visayas cops 
start training 
on terror law 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—CENTRAL VISAYAS 
policemen are undergoing semi- 
nars on the Human Security Act 
of 2007 just as militant groups in 
Cebu began a series of protest ac- 
tions against the new law. 

Chief Supt. Silverio Alarcio Jr, 
regional police chief, said the 
seminars would familiarize po- 
licemen with the new law, which 
takes effect today. 

Last Friday, militant group 
Bayan Muna and other affiliated 
groups again staged a rally in 
Colon Street to denounce the im- 
plementation of the law. 

Arman Perez, secretary general 
of Bayan Muna in Central 
Visayas, said the law could be 
used against them. 

Perez claimed that the implemen- 
tation of the law would pave the way 
fora “legalized martial law” 

However, Alarcio gave assur- 
ance that his policemen would 
not commit abuses in the imple- 
mentation of the law. 

Alarcio said the law provides 
for safety nets to avoid abuses by 
law enforcers. 

He said there are provisions in the 
law that provide grave penalty for 
abusive policemen, particularly in 
the detention of person, such as mak- 
ing them pay a fine of 500,000 a day. 
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Audio recording - | 
has Bossi voice, 

say fellow priests | 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE PON- Arroyo ordered the military to get 
tifical Institute for Foreign Mis- the “savages” that killed and be- 
sions (Pime) here said the voice headed the Marines in Albarka 
in the recording that has been cir- town. 
‘culating for almost a week now is The attack took place even as 
that of kidnapped Italian priest the peace negotiations between 
Giancarlo Bossi. the government and the MILF 
“We are aware that there's an was set to resume next month, 
audio (recording) and we were Khaled Musa, vice chair of the 
able to listen to it. Yes, it’s from MILFs committee on informa- 
Giancarlo,” Fr. Gianni Sandalo, tion, yesterday said the MILF will 
regional superior of Pime, said. defend itself in the face of an im- 
“The 30-second voice clip, San- pending major offensive planned 
dalo said, started with a clear au- Бу government forces. 
dio where Bossi spoke in talian. “We will defend ourselves at all 
"Actually the first portion is cost,” Musa said. 
uite clear, Giancarlo started his He said that the deployment of 
fratement mentioning the date more government forces to the is- 
July 2, 2007 in Italian words, but land is a clear violation of the 
the rest is not so audible,” Sanda- ceasefire agreement between the 
fosaid. government and the MILE 
* Fr. Luciano Benedetti, also of “We will remain on the defen- 
Pime and a former kidnap victim | sive end and will fight back if pro- 
himself, said another part of the voked,” he said. 
recording has Bossi speaking in Eid Kabalu, also speaking for 
English and Cebuano. the MILE, said a major offensive 
* Quoting Bossi, Benedetti said: will not help ease the tension on f 
ka fine and please tell my fami- the island а 
ly that am okay.” Kabalu and otherranking MILF | VEGETATION RENNER 
ео он $ап- nA paya aga tesi Movil mec au WM ADAE He erii transforming forests into vast expanses of agricultural areas. 
f "Probably due to poor record- MILF rebels indeed commited it, ы erferms fn the regions, hara become mbar at modem fnrning n He Cat 
ing. Those people (kidnappers) they will be punished. ә: аш کن‎ = E 
who would wS make money Mohagher Iqbal, MILF chief 
a e sd that Men peo | D t h d h b tot ki 20 
kard тшше haaa алаш me babe ee. IPO Dam watershed rena 0 take 20 years 
oor instrument and maybe mies or the desecration of 
fomewhere along the way it went corpses. 4 NORZAGARAY, BULACAN--THE sionaire for the east zone of ness for Social Progress (PBSP), ticipating in the project, which 
“rong,” he said. ‘When asked who wasresponsi- reforestation of the denuded por- Metro Manila. It gets its supply а private nonprofit foundation was launched through "a tree- 
Т andalo said they do not have ble for the beheading, Kabalu tions of the Ipo Dam watershed from the Ipo Dam, which is locat- organized by the country's busi- planting activity last year, agreed 
} copy of the CD, which they first -said: “We admit the ambush but here may take 20 years as it ed inside the 66,309-hectare An- ness leaders, was behind the re to adopt at least 2.5 ha each of 
heard on July 6, the day photos of ме deny the beheading,” would require the planting of at gat watershed reservation area.  forestation and rehabilitation of the denuded area within the Ipo 
Bossi circulated. “It has to be investigated be- least 1.5 million tree seedlings. Abinsay said they estimated the La Mesa Dam through its Dam watershed. 
j The Moro Islamic Liberation cause the MILF does not behead Rodrigo Abinsay watershed that it would take about 20 years “Save the La Mesa ‘Watershed He said it was important to 
Front (MILF) is gearing for an fallen enemies, take their guns manager of Manila Water Со. Inc. to rehabilitate the Ipo Dam wa- Project.” nurture the dam’s watershed and 
Army offensive following the yes, but mutilating the dead is a — (WMCI), the firm protecting and tershed based on their experience He said the PBSP has pledged prevent illegal activities and en- 
death of 14 soldiers, 10 of them taboo in our organization,” he managing the Ipo Dam, said at in reviving the watershed of the to replicate what they have done — croachment there to ensure a sta- 
beheaded, during a search for said. Edwin O. Fernandes and least 25,000 trees were already smaller La Mesa Dam, which took in La Mesa Dam to benefitthelpo ble supply of water to Metro 
Bossi on Basilan Island. Julie S. Alipala, Inquirer Min- planted in the watershed area. 10 years, Dam. Manila. Carmela Reyes, Inquirer 
" Earlier, President Macapagal- danao The WMClis the water conces- Не said the Philippine Busi- Не said volunteer groups par- Central Luzon j 
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ATYPICAL airport scene when tragedy befalls OFWs abroad and 
their families await their bodies’ arrival. JESSYUSON 
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Youth vs global warming 
SORSOGON CITY—Students from various schools here have pledged to 
lead the campaign against global warming in their schools as they wrapped 
up a two-day mural painting competition that centered on environmental 
protection 

‘Students from Sorsogon National High School (SNHS), Lewis College, 
Sorsogon State College, St. Louise de Marillac College and Sawanga Na- 
tional High School competed in the event which was part of the National En- 
vironment Month Celebrations, 

Reynuifo Juan, DENR regional executive director, said the youth was а 
crucial partner in the fight against global warming. 

Bobby Labalan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Reward for bomb suspects 
SAN FERNANDO CITY—Police have offered P25,000 to people who could 
provide information that would lead to the arrest of suspects behind a bomb 
explosion that hurt a resident here recently. 

La Union police director Senior Supt. Franklin Bucayu sald bomb experts 
have joined the task force investigating the explosion. 

The bomb was placed in a garbage can on Tavera and Burgos Streets on 
dune 27. Bucayu ordered increased police visibility. 

Hanna Lacsamana, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


New defense chief hailed 

TARLAC CITY—Tarlac Gov. Victor Yap welcomed President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's recent appointment of former Tarlac Rep. Gilberto Teodoro Jr. as de- 
fense secretary, saying he is the "right man for the Job." 

Yap said Teodoro brings to the job "a remarkable work ethic: and he dis- 
charges his duties with utmost humility.” Yap's father, Tarlac Rep. Jose Yap, 
Said Ms Arroyo has made an "excellent decision" in appointing Teodoro. 

Russell Arador, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Korean in murder nabbed 

ANGELES CITY— Police arrested one of three Koreans linked to the murder 
and attempted murder of two of their compatriots in a house in Barangay 
Tabun here on March 5 

‘Senior Supt. Guillermo, chief of the Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group in Central Luzon, said a team from the CIDG antitransnational crime 
division and the Angeles City police arrested Yong Yel Yu, 43, in Quezon 
City. 

Yong was wanted for the murder of Sang Kak Cho, 63, and the attempted 
murder of Seok Hwan Kim, 42. Police were hunting Yong's companions, 
identified as Bruce Lee and Chang Hwan Lee. 

Jun Майд, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Village chief, grandson slain 

CABAGAN, Isabela—A 43-year-old village chief and his grandson were 
Killed while his wife was wounded on Thursday when armed men attacked 
them in Barangay РІ Alto here, police sald. 

Adriano Taccang, Pilig Alto village head, and his grandson Juanito Layu- 
gan, 10, died instantly from bullet wounds. Taccang's wife, Carmen, 44, was 
taken to the Milagros District Hospital for treatment. 

Police said the Taccangs were on thelr way home on a Honda motorcycle 
when the men fired at them. Investigators were looking into personal 
grudge as motive of the attack. 

Vilamor Visaya Jr, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


OMI mourns Belgian priest 

COTABATO CITY—The 70-strong Oblates of Mary Immaculate congrega- 
tion here mourns the death of a Belgian missionary who spent most of his 
Ife in Mindanao. 

Fr. Ramon Bernabe, OMI provincial superior, said Fr. Ralph Dekocker died 
on June 29 at the Far Eastern University-Nicanor Reyes Medical Foundation 
Hospital in Quezon City. He was 79 years old. 

Fr. Dekocker had been suffering from diabetes and non-healing wounds 
in the feet, He was buried at the OMI cemetery in Tamontaka, Broce, Datu 
Odin Sinsuat, Shariff Kabunsuan on July 6. 

Fr. Dakocker arrived in the Philippines shortly after his ordination in early 
1940s. 

Edwin O. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


6 car thieves fall in Arayat... 

САМР OLIVAS, Pampanga—Police on Friday arrested in Arayat town six 
suspected members of a car theft syndicate operating in Central Luzon and 
Metro Manila. 

Senior Supt. Manuel Gaerlan, head of the Central Luzon police's Regional 
Mobile Group, identified the suspects as Rizal Naguit, Noel Torres, Lito de la 
Cruz, Ramon de la Cruz, Ignacio Noque and Roberto Salac. 

Gaerlan said operatives of the RMG, Trafic Management Office in Camp 
Crame and Arayat police tailed the six suspects until they reached Barangay 
Capalangan in Apalit where they sold parts of stolen vehicles to various 
stores there. 

The Mitsubishi L-300 van they used during the delivery was loaded with 
car parts, he said. 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


„2 others nabbed in Laguna 
AMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Police arrested two suspected mem- 
bers of a car theft syndicate, including one of the most wanted crimi- 
nals in the province, in separate operations in Sta. Cruz, Laguna on 
July 5 
‘Laguna police director Senior Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr. identified those ar- 
rested as Eduardo Dave, 29, alias Eddie Boy, and Chris Biluan, 26, both resi- 
dents of Barangay Pagsawitan, Sta. Cruz town. 
Rojas sald aside from his involvement with a local car theft gang, Dave is 
also the seventh most wanted criminal in the province of Laguna. 
‘Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


T'nalak fest July 18 

KORONADAL, South Cotabato— Various ethnic dances will highlight the 
T'nalak Festival on July 18 that will showcase the heritage of different Mus- 
lim communities in Mindanao. 

A whole day street dance competition will be performed by students 
dressed in their native costumes. 

Luz Fontanilla, vice chair of the committee on Madal Be'lan (B'laan and 
T'boli dances), said at least seven contingents from the different schools in 
the province will participate in the presentation, according to a news re- 
lease. 
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OFWs continue to flock to Iraq 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE DEATH OF AN 
overseas Filipino worker in Iraq dur- 
ing a mortar attack indicated that 
jobless Filipinos continue to risk their 
lives despite a ban on OFW deploy- 
ment to the war-torn country. 

Rey Jacalan, of the Overseas 
‘Workers Welfare Administration 
(OWWA), said based Cirilo Bor- 
gonia Jr, who died in a mortar at- 
tack in Iraq, was listed as deployed 
to Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

Jacalan said Borgonia’s entry 
to Iraq could be illegal because 
the government has imposed a 
ban on the deployment of Filipino 
workers there, 

Based on OWWA records, a 
Cirilo Panilagan Borgonia Jr, а 


resident of Toledo City in Cebu, 
processed his documents for 
Dubai, UAE on Dec. 27, 2006, 
through an agency identified as 
Prime Project International. 

But Borgonia's elder sister, Juliet 
В. Gomez, said her brother left the 
‘country for Iraq on June 16, 2006, 
or over six months before his em- 
ployment papers were processed. 

Jacalan said OWWA is check- 
ing whether Prime Project Inter- 
national exists and if it was au- 
thorized to send workers abroad. 

He also noted that Borgonia's 
documents were incomplete 
since these did not include Bor- 
gonia's address. 

However, Borgonia's beneficia- 
ries would still receive a P220,000 
insurance since he was registered 
with the OWWA even ifhe worked 


illegally in Iraq, Jacalan said. 

Evelia Durato, Philippine Over- 
seas Employment Administration. 
(POEA) Cebu offer in charge, 
said she also believed that Bor- 
gonia was an illegal worker in Iraq. 

Borgonia is a native of Lu- 
topan, Toledo City and the 
youngest of five siblings. 

Gomez said a neighbor, identi- 
fied only as Lalay, recruited 20 
‘workers from Lutopan, including 
her brother, to work in Iraq. 

‘Gomez said a Cebu City-based 
agency called Sime Agency hired 
her brother. 

However, Dorato said Sime 
Agency is a local recruitment 
agency, which meant that it was 
only licensed to hire workers for 
local employment. 

Gomez said that her brother 


went to Dubai as a "tourist busi- 
nessman.” Borgonia, who turned 
33 last July 8, also signed his em- 
ployment contract for Iraq in 
Dubai, she added. 

Borgonia worked as driver of a 
bus that ferried US soldiers bet- 
ween their workplace and their 
quarters, she said. 

Gomez said they were still co- 
ordinating with the Department 
of Foreign Affairs to arrange for 
the arrival of the remains of her 
brother 

In previous conversations, Bor- 
goniatold her that bombings usual- 
ly occurred at night but he gave as- 
surance he was safe because their 
quarters is located under tunnel, 

Gomez said she urged Bor- 
gonia to come home but he re- 
fused because he has no job here. 


NOTICE AND WARNING 


BAYER HEALTHCARE AG, a corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of 
Germany is the owner of Philippine Patent 
No. 26419 entitled, "Infusion solutions of 
1-Cyclopropyl-6-Fluoro-1,4-Dihydro 4- 
(1-Piperazinyl)-Quinoline-3-Car- 
boxyllic Acid" commonly referred fo as 
CIPROFLOXACIN Solution for Infusion (I.V.). 
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WARNING is hereby given that entities 
engaged directly or indirectly in the 


unauthorized manufacture, 
distribution 


and/or 


sale 


importation, 


of the 


CIPROFLOXACIN Solution for Infusion (1.V.) in 
the Philippines should immediately cease 
and desist from their unlawful acts. The 


unauthorized manufacture, 
distribution 


and/or 


sale 


importation, 


of the 


CIPROFLOXACIN Solution for Infusion (I.V.) 


in the 


Philippines 


constitute 


patent 


infringement and entities engaged in the 
abovementioned acts are civilly and/or 
criminally liable under our laws on patent 
infringement. 


ORTEGA, DEL CASTILLO, BACORRO 
ODULIO, CALMA & CARBONELL 
Counsel for Bayer Healthcare AG and Bayer Philippines, Inc. 
5th and 6th Floors, ALPAP | Bldg., 140 L.P. Leviste Street (formerly 

Alfaro Street), Salcedo Village, 1227 Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 818-23-21 to 25 / 810-4390 “Telefax 810 3153 / 750 2606 
E-Mail: ocbocc@philonline.com/ 
ocbocc@pldtdsl.net 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—"WA- 
ter therapy,” a form of torture in- 
flicted on political prisoners dur- 
ing the Marcos dictatorship, is 
still practiced by some military 
men until today. 

‘Their victim, Aeta leader Ricar- 
do Guiao, lived to tell it to Pam- 
panga Bishop Pablo Virgilio 
David and Gov. Eddie Panlilio 
here on Thursday. 

“I ran out of saints to call for 
help. f fear really overtook me, I 
could have admitted that I killed 
Jesus Christ,” Guiao, 41, told 
David, Panlilio and about 50 
Church leaders, educators and 
human rights workers convened 
by the Aeta advocacy group 
Lamuan Kata at the St. Scholasti- 
ca's Academy here. 

Guiao went out of hiding to 
speak in public for the first time 
on the “torture” on him on May 
12 by soldiers of the Army's 69th 
Infantry Battalion assigned in 
Sitio Camachile, Barangay 
Nabuklod in Floridablanca, Pam- 
panga. 


More details 

He related his full account in a 
July 11 affidavit, which was at- 
tested to by Sr. Evangeline Ma- 
dayag, OSB, chair of the Pampan- 
ga Association of Women Reli- 
gious’ committee on indigenous 
peoples, Sr. Odilla Bulayungan, 
OSB, coordinator of the Mission- 
ary Benedictine Sisters’ indige- 
nous peoples’ apostolate and 
United Methodist Church pastor 
Leslie de la Cruz, 

‘The term “water therapy” ap- 


Sexual abuse 
cases vs kids 
in E. Visayas 
on the rise 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE NUMBER 
of cases of sexual abuse of minors 
in Eastern Visayas has increased in 
the first half ofthe year. 

Records of the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) regional office showed 
that 127 cases of sexual abuses 
against minors were reported to 
the regional office. The victims 
were aged 7 years old to 18 years 
old. 

During the same period last 
year, sexual abuse cases, which 
include rape, incest and acts of 
lasciviousness, were committed 
against 109 minors, as monitored 
by the DSWD regional office. 

‘The DSWD records showed that 
the province of Leyte (25 cases) 
and Ormoc City (20) posted the 
highest number of sexual abuse 
cases in the last six months. 

Biliran had 19 cases; Tacloban 
City, 15: Maasin, 10; Southern 
Leyte, 9: Calbayog, Samar and 
Eastern Samar, В each; and North- 
ern Samar with only five cases. 


Мо cause for alarm? 

‘The number of sexual abuse 
cases could be higher since there 
were cases that were not reported 
to the DSWD regional office, said 
Marlene Kahano, head of the 
DSWD regional office's retained 
community-based services unit. 

Kahano, however, said there 
was no cause for alarm over the 
increasing number of cases. 

“This only meant that our ad- 
vocacy campaign for the victims 
or their relatives to come out in 
the open and report their ordeal 
is becoming effective,” Kahano 
explained. 

“They know now where to re- 
port their ordeal,” she added. Ka- 
hano said that some of the sexual 
abuse cases that were reported to 
the DSWD office happened 
“months” back, 

All victims of sexual abuses, 
Kahano said, were given the nec- 
essary assistance by the DSWD 
office, like providing medical and 
legal help; financial help; psycho 
therapy and educational help. 

She noted that sexual abuses 
could happen anytime even in- 
side the victim's home and, more 
often than not, the victims knew 
the perpetrators. 

With the increasing willing- 
ness of victims to report their or- 
deal, Kahano also sought the sup- 
port of the police and local gov- 
erment units in taking care of 
the victims. 


peared in his first affidavit, dated 
May 17, Teresita Lorenzo, admin- 
istrative aide of the National 
‘Commission on Indigenous Peo- 
plein Central Luzon, said. 

Ina phone interview on Friday, 
Col. Rommel Gomez, chief of the 
703rd Infantry Brigade, which 
has command over the two bat- 
talions, urged those helping the 
Aeta to file the cases in court and 
have the erring soldiers sum- 
moned. 

“I will not tolerate these kinds 
of behaviors from our soldiers,” 
Gomez told the Inquire. 


Start of torture 

Tn his July 11 affidavit, written 
in Filipino, Guiao narrated: 
“When Kawagad Santos has gone 
past the gate, Lt. Cababa ap- 
proached me and called Le. 
Propetio. He told me: ‘Starting 
this day, you are captured.” He hit 
me in the chest. A thin man, their 
‘commanding officer (CO), came 
near me, and removed my hat 
and clothes.” 

“The CO hit mein the chest. He 
held my hair and broke my neck 
‘on the plastic chair. They got wa- 
ter and while holding my neck, 
poured water into my mouth and 
pressed my nose so I could drink 
all the water. They punched me in 
the stomach after 1 drank so 
much water. This lasted for an 
hour,” Guiao said. 

The interrogation followed. 
Guiao was asked who his com- 
panions were in the New People's 
Army, if he was an NPA rebel and 
if he knew a certain Ka Roman. 
His denials earned him more 
pain, he said. 

‘The water therapy resumed in 
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HEALTH workers picket against the Human Security Act that they said was prone to abuses. _jonsonooc 


a pig pen. This time, he was tied 
in five sections of his body, from 
the feet to the hands. 

What was different in this 
round was that his feet were 
pulled away as water was forced 
into his mouth. Guiao said his 
body felt numb all over as this 
was done to him. 


Near death 

According to him, Cababa 
aimed his gun on Guiao's fore- 
head thrice to make him confess. 
The official also threatened to 
shoot him by firing squad and 
showed hima grave, he said. 


ACordilleran tends to a farm in Benguet that has seen the transition from manual, hard labor to 
mechanization. More and more farms in the region are turning to machines to increase production. 


Because the villagers knew he 
was detained at the camp, 
Guiao said he was released by 
noon the next day and made to 
sign a document that he made a 
“voluntary surrender without 
firearms.” 

He said he has been in hiding 
since. 

The affidavits of Aeta men Ed- 
die Torres, Aloy Cosme, Pari Pap- 
atco, Eddie Pan, Sonny Serrano 
and Joel Serrano related how 
soldiers and armed men ha- 
rassed, pursued and hurt them 
and their relatives in separate in- 
cidents from November 2006 to 


EVESPRITUINQURER NORTHERN LUZON 


May this year in their villages in 
Porac and Floridablanca. The 
suspects belonged to the 69th 
and 24th IB. 

These Army units are in the 
boundaries of Bataan, Pampanga 
and Zambales that have been bat- 
tlegrounds and access routes of 
the military and NPA since the 
1970s. 

The six men, even Papatco who 
is a barangay captain of Camias 
їп Рогас, have gone into hiding, 
slipping occasionally to check on 
their families. 

Like Guiao, they said in the fo- 
rum they have never been NPA 
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members or cadres. 


Protectors of the people 

“We are leaders of our people. 
We are protectors of our ancestral 
domain against mining compa- 
mies and eco-tourism projects,” 
Sonny Serrano said, 

‘The bishop expressed shock at 
Guiao's account, saying he and 
Panlilio heard only of torture in 
dents during the Marcos dictator- 
ship when they were seminari- 
ans. 

“We're supposed to be in a 
democracy now and yet this hap- 
pened,” David said. 

Panlilio agreed to work on 
David's recommendations to hold 
dialogues with the military and 
establish peace zones in Pampan- 
ga's upland boundaries to protect 
the Aeta tribes from armed 
groups, whether from the mili- 
тагу, communistarmies or private 
companies. 

Flordeliza Dealagdon, of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 
promised to submit the affi- 
davits to the commission. She 
said the cases might prosper be- 
саше the military personnel 
have been identified in the affi- 
davits 

Church leaders also started 
sanctuary programs for the vic 
tims to keep them safe from re- 
taliation as the cases were pur- 
sued. 

The 69th and 24th IB have es- 
tablished camps in schools and 
barangay halls, calling villagers 
to regular meetings, announcing 
people on the Order of Battle, do- 
ing house searches and regular 
patrols in pursuit of rebels, re- 
ports said. 


SC looks at system 
to lower shrinks’ 
annulment case fees 


BAGUIO CITY—THE SUPREME 
Court is considering an accredita- 
tion system for psychiattists and 
psychologists who conduct tests 
оп couples seeking to annul their 
marriages, an official of the high 
court's Office of the Court Admin- 
istrator said. 

The move, according to lawyer 
Nimfa Cuesta-Vilches, assistant 
court administrator, was meant 
toregulate the fees of doctors and 
medical experts following com- 
plaints from litigants that their 
services had become costly. 

“Before, the fee was around 
P10,000 to P15,000 per case. 
Now, the fees ranged from 
P20,000 to more than P30,000,” 
she said. 

Vilches discussed annulment 
of marriage before lawyers who 
attended the Supreme Courts 
mandatory continuing legal edu- 
cation (MCLE) at the Hotel 
Supreme here on Wednesday. 

Psychologists and psychiatrists 
are often presented in courtas ex- 
pert witnesses for petitions on the 
declaration of nullity of marriage 
provided under Article 36 of the 
Family Code. 

Their evaluation report on the 
behavior of couples is crucial to 
the court's resolution to grant the 
petition based on psychological 
incapacity. 

Vilches, a former Manila re- 
gional trial court judge, said 
courts are being flooded with cas- 
es for annulment of marriage. 

In Baguio City and Benguet, 
lawyers have complained that 
many of their clients have decid- 
ed to give up their plans to file 
their court petitions after learn- 
ing the cost of hiring the service 


„of an expert witness from the 


medical field. 
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“Psychiatrists appeared to have 
agreed to charge the uniform rate 
of P30,000 that many clients 
could not afford,” a lawyer said. 

An accreditation system would 
prevent them from turning their 
services into a business that 
would be detrimental to the 
cause of poor litigants. 

“The high cost of their profes- 
sional services could become a 
reason for denial of access to jus- 
tice," Vilches said. 

She said the accreditation 
would include the training of psy- 
chiatrists to maintain their pro- 
fessional competence and avoid 
compromising their objectivity. 

“Regulating them would re- 
mind them of their social respon- 
sibility as they would become of- 
ficers of the court," she said. 

She said some courts had 
proposed the hiring of its psy- 
chiatrists to cut down on costs. 

Delmar Cariño, Inquirer 
Northern Luson 


Ombudsman told: Run after big fish, too 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA— 
Local treasury officials on Wednes- 
day assailed the supposed double 
standard of the Ombudsman in 
sanctioning employees who have 
failed to account for missing funds 
in their custody 

Sources, who asked not to Бе 
named for fear of reprisal, chal- 
lenged Ombudsman Merceditas 
Gutierrez to apply the antigraft 
law even to top officials and not 
single out rank-and-file employ- 
ees for “minimal” amount of 
missing government money, 

A treasury official said it was un- 
fair that their colleague, Janitly Ca- 


diente, treasurer of Kasibu town, 
was made a “sacrificial lamb” after 
the Ombudsman ordered her dis- 
missal for failing to account about 
P730,000 of the town's funds. 

“If the Ombudsman is indeed 
{carrying ош] ап honestto- 
goodness campaign against graft 
and corruption, then why are 
there many other officials who 
are running away unscathed de- 
spite the large amount of money 
that they have failed to account 
for?" the source said. 

Gutierrez ordered Cadiente 
dismissed from the service after 
she failed to explain the shortage 


of P730,084.78 in her accounts, 
covering the period Dec. 17,2002 
to June 23, 2003. 

“When an accountable officer 
fail{s] to produce the missing 
funds, itis presumed that she ap- 
plied the same for her personal 
use and benefit," which rendered 
the official “no longer worthy to 
remain in her position as she had 
violated the trust reposed on her,” 
the Ombudsman said. 

But Cadiente's case pales in 
comparison with those in the 
provincial government, another 
treasury official said. 

The source said millions of pe- 


sos remained unaccounted for 
due to the supposed “condona- 
tion” by some provincial officials 
‘who are mandated by law to pro- 
tect public funds. 

Documents showed that as of 
July 11, unliquidated cash ad- 
vances in the provincial govern- 
ment reached P13.8 million, 
spread out among more than 110 
officials and employees. 

Records showed that former 
Board Member Flaviano Balgos Jr, 
who is no longer with the provin- 
cial government, posted the high- 
est cash advance of P2.6 million, 

Four provincial employees 


have unaccounted cash advances 
of P6 million 

"The Ombudsman should 
show its sincerity by making ev- 
eryone accountable, regardless of 
one’s rank or connections in gov- 
ernment,” the source said. 

Kasibu Mayor Romeo Tayaban 
expressed sympathy for Cadi- 
ente, but declined to comment on 
the Ombudsman's supposed bias 
against rank-and-file employees. 

“ева pity really, but we cannot 
do anything because that is her 
accountability,” Tayaban said. 
Melvin Gascon, Inquirer North- 
ern Luzon 
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INQUIRER Mindanao 
Putting money where the conscience is 


By Jeffrey M. Tupas 
Davao City 


HE SALES PITCH OF THE 

[ Don Bosco Foundation for 

Sustainable Development 

Inc. (DBFSDI), or simply Don 
Bosco, doesn't hide anything. 


No sugar-coated promises. No false 
advertisements. The people behind irr - 
stress they're not just about to create 
false needs for the demanding but will- 
ing consumers. 

Even their slogan is void of preten- 
sions: “Your option for healthy living and 
source of bio-dynamically produced food 
replete with Ше forces.’ 

When the Bios Dynamis Health Food 
Center was established in Davao City last 
year, the first ever organic food center in 
the city, people from Don Bosco were not 
thinking of making a huge profit. 

For them, the daring decision to put 
up the center was their way of putting 
money where the conscience is. And by 
that, they mean helping farming commu- 
nities and doing business while taking 
good care of the health of the consumers 
and keeping a healthy environment. 

When they decided to put upa store in 
the city selling 100 percent chemical- 
free food products, Don Bosco was not 
worried about the presence of other es- 
tablished businesses in Davao. 

Maria Helena “Betsy” Ruizo-Gamela, 
executive director of Don Bosco, said 
they knew they were opening the grow- 
ing organic food niche wider. 

Tes notan easy thing to do considering 
that organic food offers a far different 
world compared to the more popular 
chemical-dependent agriculture which 
naturally produces chemical-laced food 
products. 


Biodynamics 

Don Bosco first set up a store in Kida- 
pawan City, with products mostly sup- 
plied by farmers practicing biodynamics. 
Gamela said they decided to open a new 
chain in Davao because of the growing 
demand, 

“We don't compete, We are here to of- 
fer products for those who want to 
choose healthy living as an option. You. 


VEGETABLES and other food products grown organically are sold at affordable prices at Bios Dynamis in Davao. entry. тоте 


know, as they say, the engine of organic 
production will be fueled by the demand 
ofthe niche market. And for now there is 
actually a growing demand for market 
expansion,” Gamela said. 

Inside the store, located near a shop- 
ping mall, are processed and raw food 
products grown through biodynamics, 
ап agricultural approach which uses the 
forces of nature. 


Cheaper goods 

Products for sale include polished and 
unpolished brown, red and white rice, 
fresh and flavored milk and milk bars, 
yoghurt, mangosteen capsules and tea, 
tea granules, avocado tea granules, 
turmeric tea, sambong tea, wild honey, 
vinegar, herbs, and  anthroposophic 
preparations (for cough, fever, diarrhea, 
and other minor diseases). 

Also sold are fresh fruits and vegetables 
and poultry products (native chicken 


meat and eggs, duck eggs), goat meat, 
danggit, and tuna products. Handmade 
soaps—of milk, horsetail, and milk-honey 
variants—are also available at the center. 

Gamela said their goods are cheaper 
compared to those sold in malls and su- 
permarkets, which partly explains the 
growing demand 

Even tricycle drivers and fish vendors 
can afford the products sold at the cen- 
ter, disproving the notion that only rich 
people can buy organic food. 

“1's not true that only the rich can af- 
ford to buy these products. If you com- 
pare the prices of our products to the 
same produets found in the malls and su- 
permarkets here, you will see the differ- 
ence,” Gamela said. 

Polished organic rice sold in a mall 
here costs P35 a kilo while the polished 
organic rice sold in the Bios Dynamis 
Center is only P29 per kilo. The differ- 
ence is also evident in other products. 


Don Bosco intends to build chains in 
the cities of General Santos, Koronadal 
and Cebu. These chains, Gamela said, 
can help the farmers and protect the con- 
sumers from the added burden of em- 
ploying middlemen. 


Coop-run store 

The centers in Kidapawan and Davao 
are being managed by the Biodynamics 
‘Multipurpose Cooperative, composed of 
practicing farmers and advocates of bio- 
dynamics and organic agriculture. 

‘They spent about P300,000 to establish 
the chain which was also supported by 
Peace and Equity Foundation (PEF). The 
cooperative's more than 3,000 farmers 
supply the products sold in the center, 

Other nongovernment organizations 
and people's organizations, which are 
producing organic products, can also dis- 
play their own produets in the center. 

She said the center is the manifesta- 
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tion of their advocacy and practice of 
their vocation and social responsibility 

“We are looking at what we are doing 
in two ways—livelihood and Livelihood. 
We are not only giving farmers the eco- 
nomic opportunity but also giving the 
consumers the option to be healthy and 
have a good life. So it is livelihood and 
being alive,” Gamela said. 

“Its putting your money where your 
conscience is. This is to show that you 
can actually do business without 'de- 
stroying the environment or harming the 
health of the people. While doing busi- 
ness, you should not poison people. You 
have to take care of the people by also 
taking good care of the environment,” 
Gamela added. 

In advocacy, she said, itis important to 
show the proof that what is being advo- 
cated works. She said they are advocat- 
ing for a safe and sustainable agriculture 
and the truth is that sustainable agricul- 
ture relies on the market 

“The consciousness of the people in 
Mindanao is gearing towards good 
health and environmental protection 
and preservation. The niche is develop- 
ing and we have to show that it is actual- 
ly working because the truth is itis actu- 
ally working,” she said. 

“The bottomline is that what we are 
doing is so technical yet spiritual. At the 
end of the day, we will be asked, what did 
we do on this earth and we will be ac- 
countable for whatever we have done 
here. And farming is keeping a relation- 
ship with the creator. There is a very 
deep wisdom in farming that everyone 
must understand,” she added, 

‘Since 1994, Don Bosco has been рго- 
moting sustainable agriculture in Min- 
danao by facilitating a paradigm shift for 
farmers—from practicing reductionist 
conventional agriculture to holistic, so- 
cially and environmentally responsible 
agriculture. 

Gamela said they wanted to empower 
farming communities and help them be- 
come responsible in taking care of the 
life support systems of the earth, 

They choose farming communities аз 
the “locus of action, agriculture being a 
major contributor to the planet's degra- 
dation and agriculture deeply touching 
and affecting the widest spheres of hu- 
man life," she said. 


Boy dreams of a normal life 


By Aquiles Zonio 
General Santos City 


Y DREAM IS TO SEE MY 

illness heal so I can live a 

normal life and go to 
school." 

This was what 17-year-old Marlon Tabora 
said when the Inguinen talked to him in one of 
the cottages of Marcellin Academy in Katan- 
gawan village. 

Marlon was sitting alone in one comer 
while his peers were playing. But aside from 
the lonely look in his eyes, blisters all over his 
body were one of the signs he was not well. 

Marlon admitted he wanted company but 
he said nobody wanted to play with him. His 
peers at the Marcellin Academy even avoided 
him. Worse, they kept on teasing and taunting 
him. 

“Am I destined to live alone? I've wanted to 
live a normal life.” the young boy said in the 
vernacular. 

‘The youngest in a brood of five, Marlon, 
who has been suffering from a strange mala- 
dy since childhood, is one of the many street 
children that found new home in the Mar- 
cellin Academy, a Marist-run facility under 
Bro. Crispin Већа, 
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and brought him to the Marcellin Academy, 
Marlon said he thought luck had come. 

But he was dismayed when the other chil- 
dren made it clear they did not want him for 
company. 

“Brother Crispin has been good to me. No 
problem with him. But I feel unwelcome and 
unwanted especially among my housemates. 
It's not my fault. Why should I suffer? Fate has 
been so cruel to me,” Marlon said. 

Itis apparent that Marlon's illness is affect- 
ing him both physically and emotionally and 
he has developed some form of a trauma. 

Не admitted the teasing has prevented him 
from joining other children and that he would 
rather be alone. 

“They don't want to play with me. 1 am 
avoiding a fight with anybody even if they 
keep onteasing me,” he said. Жн 
- actually residing in the barangay for at least 


Enea = maoa six (6) months on election day; 


Bro. Manny de Leon, the Marist brothers’ 
provincial superior, said he brought Marlon to 
the hospital after seeing his miserable condi- 
tion. 

He said he spent more than P40,000 for nine 
days when doctors decided to confine Marlon 
for further observation and treatment. 

He said the initial finding of the dermatolo- 
gist attending Marlon's case was that he was 
suffering from “probable Epidermolysis Bul- 
losa (EB)." 

The United States’ National Institute of 
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Dis- 
eases described EB as a group of blistering skin 
condition in which the skin becomes fragile, 

“In severe EB, blisters are not confined to the 
outer skin. They may develop inside the body in 
such places as the linings of the mouth, esopha- 
gus, stomach, intestines, upper airway, bladder, 
and the genitals the NIAMS said in its website 
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Orphan 

Marlon was born on Feb. 10, 1990 in Bue- 
navista, Iloilo City from parents who are first 
cousins. 

His family moved to Magsaysay village in 
Polomolok town, South Cotabato when he 
was still a boy. 

He claimed that as far as he can remember, 
he has been suffering from the mysterious dis- 
ease. He could recall that his parents always 
brought him to the doctor but his illness per- 
sisted. 

When his parents died of unknown illness- 
ез too—his father first and then his moth- 
er—he and the four other Tabora siblings lost 
track of each other, 

His siblings went to live with close relatives, 
while he ended up begging in the city public 
market because nobody wanted to take him in, 


Fate 

For three years, from age 13 to 16, Marlon 
was a street urchin. “1 didn't steal. 1 just 
begged for food and money in order to sur- 
vive,” he said. 

He said he wanted to work to earn a living 
but nobody wanted to accept him because of 
his appearance. 

When a person plucked him out of the street 
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In the United States alone, NIAMS said two 
to four of 100,000 people or up to 12,000 
people have some form of EB. 

NIAMS also said EB is an inheritable condi- 
tion through faulty genes a child receives 
from one or both parents. 

NIAMS warned that the blisters can lead to 
serious complications especially when infec- 
tion sets in, 

“Controllable but not curable,” De Leon 
quoted Marlon's doctor as saying adding that 
the illness is not transmissible by physical 
contact. 

For Marlon, he never loses hope that one 
day he could be cured, 

He said his only problem is that he has no 
money to hire a medical expert that could 
help cure his disease. 
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Christine Bersola: 
Reading brings 
wonder, respect 


By Kate V. Pedroso 


Babao and teachers from Bulacan read to the 
Inquirer Research 


children in the fifth session of the Inquirer 
Read-Along program yesterday. 

Babao read “Bryan Learns His Lesson” and 
“Basura Monster,” two stories she wrote her- 
self, while the teachers from the Sophia School 
in Meycauayan, Bulacan, wowed the audience 
of over 80 kids with their animated skit "Baby 
Bibi.” 

“The feeling of instantaneous reactions 
from the audience is also indescribable. You 
can see the wonder in their eyes, yun ang hin- 
di mo ipagpapalit (that you will not exchange 
for anything),” she said. “At that moment, 
when you're reading the book to them, their 
world is you, their storyteller.” 

“There's fulfillment when you read the 
book yourself, when the audience is there 
right in front of you. And the children look at 
you with such respect, especially if you're an 
adult storyteller. On TV you don't see your au- 
dience, just the camera lens,” she said. 

The audience included children from 
Gawad Kalinga's Concepcion Village in 
Buwayang Bato, Guadalupe, Makati City, and 
street children from Pasay City. 

“It was wonderful and particularly meaning- 
ful because there were kids from Gawad Kalin- 
ga, and I'm also an advocate of GK,” said Babao, 
a mother herself to 2-year-old Antonia. 

Babao said she started writing her first book, 
“Bryan Leams His Lesson,” in May 2004, while 
waiting to get pregnant “And while Julius 
(Babao, her husband) was doing the illustra- 
tions, 1 found out I was pregnant,” she said. 

“Bryan” is about a well-off but lazy and im- 
polite boy who wakes up one day without the 
luxuries he was used to. 


YOUNG READING FANS surround broadcaster Christine Bersola-Babao during the INQUIRER Read- 
Along Program on Saturday. She holds up copies of the two books she wrote and read to the kids. 


коовлотом TELEVISION BROADCASTER CHRISTINE BERSOLA- 


Book against pollution 

Her second book, "Basura Monster" was 
launched in February and is about saving the 
environment from the monster that is pollution. 

"f really believe that one is never too young 
tobe an environmentalist. Actually you really 
have to start them young so that it becomes 
second nature to them to be disciplined about 
throwing trash,” Babao said. 

If many writers say giving birth to a book is 
a mixture of joy and pain, Babao found there 
really wasn't much pain in coming out with 
her first two books. “There's more inner joy 
than pain in writing a story,” she said. 

‘And with the Department of Education and 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources ordering 3,000 copies of “Basura 
Monster” when it came out, Babao was more 
than happy to find the book was not difficult 
to market at all. 

“I guess the difficulties just concerned the 
deadlines, you really had to meet them so you 
could launch the book,” she said. 

Babao is planning to launch her third book, 
“The Story of Christine,” in time for her 37th 
birthday in October. 

Her books are published by Katha Publish- 
ing Co. Inc., the publishing arm of Goodwill 
Bookstore. 
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Animated skit 
f; \ Babao was followed by seven teachers from 
Ng "One of a kind! Kahit nasa shoot, IN Sophia School who presented a skit about a 
[соп check kung tama ang ^ N duckling who thought she could not sing. 
food preparation via my webcam." NI “Storytelling is our passion,” said Anne 


Abacan, one of the teachers who volunteered 
MARVIN AGUSTIN M / for the program after reading about it in the 
2 ат 


INQUIRER. 
Restaurant “In our school, we promote storytelling. We 


use itas a tool for edutainment or educational 
entertainment. All the teachers story-tell. We 
do storytelling in all of the subjects; story- 
telling across the curriculum—in Science, 
айп Panlipunan, Math, Music.” 

With Abacan as the narrator, the perky 
group of teachers—Doray Carable, Eleonor 


Gaya nila Ogie at Marvin, mag-subscribe na sa PLDT myDSL Biz para umunlad din 
ang business mo through the Internet. May FREE PC pa! , сташ прашаа ДЕ nes oak on 


n aprons on which were painted the storys 
characters and acted it out, sometimes calling 
out to the audience to participate. 

Not only can these teachers tell a story— 
they can also act, sing and dance. They also 
make their own props. How do they find the 
time between lesson plans? “I guess it’s be- 
cause you love the job and you have a passion 
for storytelling,” Abacan said. 

"ftis compulsory for all teachers to be sto- 
rytellers,” she added. То learn, the teachers 
attended seminars and workshops. 


"Wonderful! Kahit hectic ang schedule, N 
Î can easily get in touch with 
suppliers and franchisees!" 


OGIE ALCASID 
Owner, Ogie Doggie 
we: :Holdogs 


e^ 


pn 


PE OFFER 


* PACKAGE 
Promo offer as of July 14, 2007, 


Е ES 


‘PLDT myBSt Biz: K 


etal 1 


stl 


Contributors to yesterday's program in- 
cluded Growers, Krispy Kreme, Hands on 
‘Manila and Gawad Kalinga. The participants 
also read books from Scholastic. 

"The Inoumen Read-Along program, which 
aims to teach love of reading to children aged 
7o 13 is held on the second and fourth Satur- 
day of the month. The next session will be on 
July 28 with newly elected Manila Vice Mayor 
Isko Moreno as reader, Interested parties may 
call Ellen Caparros or Girlie Refran at tel. 897- 
8808, local 329. 
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VIEW FROM THE PASIG 


Old trading route 
makes way for (new) 
alternative transport 


By Kristine L. Alave charge of the village, said about 
500 of the beneficiaries came 
LITTLE BY LITTLE, THE UNATTRACTIVE VIEW бот Sta. Ang, Mania ang the 
along the Pasig River will turn pleasant, and tributary. 
[s The relocation project, which 
maybe even postcard-pretty. has a price tag of P288 million, is 
‘The Pasig River Rehabilitation settlers were given an area where funded through the ADB's Pasig x 
Center, in cooperation with the they could build their new homes River Environmental Manage- PEOPLE living on the banks of 
Asian Development Bank, has within their own municipalities. ment Rehabilitation Sector De- Pasig River used to live in rickety 
identified relocation sites for Others were given low-cost hous- velopment Program. The cost per houses (right) on stilts. By the 
around 10,000 informal settlers es in Cavite province and at the house and lot is approximately end of the year, some of them will 
living on the banks on the river. Kasiglahan Village 1 Project in P225,000. be living in their sturdy new > 
‘According to PPRC and ADB data, Barangay San Jose, Rodriguez, _ The construction work on the bungalows in Rodriguez, Rizal re 
about 10,000 households on the Rizal province, which was inau- houses at the Rizal village, in- (top). EDWIN BACASMAS - : Ау ЕЎ 
river bank are expected to have gurated last month. cluding community facilities like с наета 
relocated by the end of the year. a multipurpose hall and school Each house is made of concrete Cad BF pers: m 
Not only are the settlements an New address buildings for students in the pri- with an average lot size of 40-sq ү ОЧ oy 
eyesore and in danger of being Тһе resettlement area in the mary up to the tertiary level, is al m and an average floor area of 
swept away by floods during ће Rizal village owned by the Na- most 50 percent complete. 24-sqm. 
rainy season, their residents also tional Housing Authority recently S The community has concrete 
тау ate to the waste that enter. received about 2,860 Pasig River Complete with facilities roads with curbs and gutter, foot- 
the cis major waterway, which settlers. Another 1,000 units are Other provisions such as а paths underground drainage sys. 
connects Manila Bay to Laguna beingbuiltto accommodate more market, health and day саге cen- tems, individual septic tanks and 
Bay. informal dwellers, the ADB said. ters, are expected to be complet- 
Someofthe displaced informal Elizabeth Matipo, officer in ed soon. OLD TRADING/ A24 
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Indeed we've grown younger. By embracing the new, we've recreated ourselves into a Digital ROS: MEDI hub. From digital imaging to multimedia services, we never cease to innovate, 
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By Jeannette I. Andrade 


POLICE ON FRIDAY NIGHT RAIDED AN 
apartment in Quezon City allegedly be- 
ing used as a cyber sex den and rounded 
up nine women, including a minor and 
the operator of the establishment. 

* The raid was conducted by members 
of the Quezon City Police District Crimi- 
nal Investigation and Detection Unit led 
by Insp. Robert Razon Jr. on the apart- 
ment at 70-B Montreal St., Barangay E. 
Rodriguez in Cubao. 

Razon said the alleged cyber sex den, 
which was called “Sexy Asian Cams,” 
could have been operating for nearly a 
year based on the lease agreement pre- 
sented by the owner of the apartment. 


Old trading 


water and electric power supply. 


River rehabilitation 

То realize the Pasig river's socioeco- 
nomic development potential, it is nec: 
essary to rehabilitate the river system, 
restore water quality, control wastewa- 
ter discharges and promote urban re- 
пема] along its banks. 

Efforts to rehabilitate the river, which 
is heavily polluted with industrial, mu- 
nicipal and household waste, are al- 
ready underway to encourage more 
people to use the waterway as an alter- 
native transport route. 

River officials said an increasing 
number of commuters in Metro Manila 
are discovering the joys and benefits of 
taking the Pasig River Ferry Service, the 
present unattractive views and dirty, 
smelly river water notwithstanding. 

Since the service was opened last 
March, the Pasig River Rehabilitation 
Genter (PRRC) has recorded an in- 
crease in the number of passengers. 


Passengers increasing 

Maris Briones, PPRC public informa- 
tion and advocacy officer, said about 
13,100 passengers took the ferry ser- 
vice last March. In its fourth month of 
‘operation, the number went up by more 
than double. Last June, when classes re- 
sumed, there were 31,242 passengers. 

“The ridership is improving. We are 


‘The police official added that the 
owner did not know that the house was 
being used as a cyber sex den. 

Evelyn Fomador, 42, said to be the 
operator of the establishment, was ar- 
rested during the police operation. 


Minor among those arrested 

Also arrested were eight workers 
identified as Jesusa Belarmino, Judith 
Villacarlos, Marycris Morales, Angelica 
Andig, Grace Lasarto, Jasmine de la 
Cruz, Rowena Bundos and a 16-year- 
old girl, 

The eight women, according to Ra- 
zon, used different names when deal- 
ing with customers. 

The establishment charged cus- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


tomers $100 an hour, mostly paid 
through credit card. 

‘The eight women, on the other hand, 
received P500 or more per client. 


Computers seized 

Confiscated from the suspected cy- 
ber sex den were four web cams, six 
computer monitors, five desktop com- 
puters and several computer acces- 
sories. 

Razon told the Inqummen that the 
‘women who were arrested said that 
they have been working in the estab- 
lishments for only several months. 

“They were probably only saying that 
because according to our informant, 
the company has been operating for at 


least a year and that is what is indicated 
in the lease,” he pointed out. 

Razon added that they learned about 
the existence of the alleged cyber sex 
den after one of its former employees 
told them about it. 

Fomador, the alleged operator of the 
establishment, will be charged with vio- 
lating Republic Act No. 9208 or the An- 
ti-Trafficking of Persons Act of 2003, 

She also faces charges of violating 
Republic Act No. 7610 or the Anti-Child 
Abuse Act for employing a minor, 

Razon said that they were still trying 
to determine if the other women arrest- 
ed could be held liable for any criminal 
offense, particularly’ prostitution, for 
working at the establishment. 


route makes way ... ism» 


trying to get more passengers to-ride 
the ferry. Hopefully, it will decongest 
and alleviate land traffic in Metro Mani- 
la,” the PRRC official explained. 

Since the ferry started taking in pas- 
sengers in March, the PRRC said it has 
serviced over 87,000 passengers, with 
Guadalupe and Escolta considered the 
busiest of the five operational stations 
along the route. 

Most of the passengers, Briones said, 
were students from the Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines in Sta. 
Mesa, Manila, which has its own sta- 
tion, and from schools and colleges 
near Escolta in downtown Manila. 

She noted that passengers opt to take 
the ferry because it is not crowded and 
comfortable. The ferry has a maximum 
seating capacity of 150. "We cannot 
overload. We cannot compromise the 
safety of the passengers,” Briones said. 


Riding in comfort 

The boat and the waiting rooms are 
clean and airconditioned. There are al- 
so facilities for persons with disabilities. 
And since the fes windows are 
closed, one cannot smell the river wa- 
ter, which had turned off passengers of 
open air boats plying the river. 

Briones noted that one foreigner 
commented on the calmness and the si- 
lence of the ride, a fresh break from the 
noisy hustle and bustle of the metropo- 
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lis land transports. 

Thus, she said, itis not unusual to see 
students studying or people who had 
been told by their doctors to take а 
leave from stress riding on the ferry. 

Gerard Caoile, a college student of 
the Philippine Maritime Institute in 
Manila, said he takes the ferry every 
дау. This has cut his traveling time from 
Comembo, Makati to Escolta by almost 
half. 

During the pre-ferry days, Caoile said 
he used to take his motorcycle and 
weave through the heavy traffic in 
Buendia to Osmefia Highway to down- 
town Manila. 


Faster ride and cheaper, too 

The commute took him one-and-a- 
half hours. Since he started taking the 
ferry, Caoile said he only had to take 
one jeepney ride to the Guadalupe ferry 
station. The entire ride from Guadalupe 
їп Makati City to Manila takes about 45 
minutes, he said. 

The student noted that he likes to 
take the ferry because it is efficient and 
he is not at the mercy of rush hour traf- 
ficjams. 

Liezl Bascos, a ferry first-timer, said 
she used to take a taxi from Mandaluy- 
оп to Quiapo, where she often visits 
her relatives. The taxi ride, she said, 
costs her at least P100. 

She now spends only P35 for the fer- 
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ry ride from Hulo, Mandaluyong Sta- 
tion to Escolta, just a fraction of her taxi 
fare. Her only complaint is the 30 
minute waiting time between the fer- 
ries. “The wait is quite long, especially if 
you are in a hurry,” she said. 

At present, the river route extends 
from Escolta to Guadalupe, with Hulo, 
Lambingan, Sta. Ana and the PUP sta- 
tions in between. By the end of the year, 
Briones said they expect several more 
stations to be finished, with funding 
from both the government and ADB 
and assistance from local governments. 

The new stations—Caniogan, Pasig 
City, Sta. Elena, San Joaquin, Marcos 
Bridge, Napindan, Taguig, Plaza Mexi- 
со, Manila, Quezon Bridge, Riverbanks, 
Marikina City and Valenzuela—are all 
'under construction on land donated by 
the local government units. 

Briones said the new stations would 
cater to residents from the eastern part 
ofthe city to Valenzuela. She noted that 
they expect to have as many as 46,000 
passengers taking the service every day 
once itis fully operational. 

The Nautical Transport Services 
Corp., the private firm that operates the 
service, currently has five boats. Anoth- 
er one is expected to be completed 
soon. Once the service gets going, the 
company aims to increase to 10 the 
number of boats plying the country’s 
oldest highway and trading route. 
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Pedestrianized area по longer 
THE CITY government yesterday formally opened 
to vehicles the "pedestrlanized" portion of Rizal 
venue in Sta. Cruz, Manil. The pedestrianized 
area—from the corner of Claro M. Recto to Car- 
riedo Street was closed to vehicles in 2003 
based on a resolution approved by the City Coun- 
cil. The “pedestrianization" of Rizal Avenue, a na- 
tional road, was met with much criticism as it led 
to traffic congestion in the area with vehicles 
forced to take narrow, secondary streets. Mayor 
Alfredo Lim, who led in the reopening of the thor 
oughfare's closed portion yesterday morning, 
sald he decided to reopen the area following 
complaints from jeepney drivers. "The 151017 
trips the drivers used to make were cut by half, 
reducing their income,” he added. Lim also noted 
thatthe area, which was turned into a prome- 
hade, became a haven for pimps and prostitutes, 
as well as drug pushers. As a result, residents, 
shoppers and students at the nearby University 
Belt stopped going to Rizal Avenue. "The reopen- 
ing of Rizal Avenue is expected to revive business 
activities in the area and generate more revenues 
forthe city government,” Lim said, Rizal Avenue, 
he recalled, was for many decades the center of 
business in Manila, i 
Тіла G. Santos 


Alternative traffic routes 
THE NATIONAL Capital Region Police Office has 
advised the public that several roads in the Culturs 
al Center of the Philippines complex will be closed 
to traffic during the Association of South East 
Asian Nations ministerial meeting from July 30 to 
‘Aug. 2. Chief Insp. Roland Bulalacao, NCRPO 
spokesperson, said the streets of Guerrero, 
Macabenta and A, Jalandoni which all lead to Pe- 
dro Bukaneg, would be closed to motorists, in 
cluding portions of V. Sotto, Atang de la Rama, 
Juan Arellano and Leona Florentino streets. The: 
‘Asean ministeria! meeting wil be held at tho 
Philippine International Convention Center. Mo: 
torists bound for the CCP complex should take al- 
ternate routes for the duration of the event. Those. 
coming from Edsa Pasay going to Manila can use 
Roxas Boulevard, while those on Macapagal Av- 
enue can turn right to Buendia Extension and then 
turn left to Roxas Blvd. Motorists coming from Ed- 
sa Pasay going to the Sofitel Plaza and Manila Film 
Center can make a left turn at the Buendia Exten- 
sion and then a right turn to A. de la Rama. Those 
going to the Senate can turn left on Senate road. 
Motorists going to the Folk Arts Theater coming 
from Pasay are advised to take the Roxas Blvd. 
service road and then turn right at P. Ocampo 
Street until they reach Pedro Bukaneg. The NCR- 
РО also advised the public that a portion of Jatan- 
doni (rom the intersection of Macapagal Blvd: and 
Buendia) would be turned into a one-way street 
(northbound going to Manita) and V. Sotto from 
Jalandoni going to Roxas Blvd. (eastbound lane). 
Julie M. Aurelio 
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lo overseas toiling on tand and at sea, in factories, in construction sites and in the homes of he world, and wherever work can he contracted to secure a better Ме for thelr families. These are their stories. 


Heroes on the high seas 


By Miko Morelos load of about 34,000 metric tons of Since the container vessel would toward the life raft with all available” 


iron ore to be dropped off Annaba. arrive at the area first, Gaspi as- lines and life rings on deck. 
BRAVING THE TROU- But enn ON M и that its captain аш take Саѕрі assembled his rescue crew 

8 . lantic forced the captain to alter his charge as scene commander In fact, and told them to be on standby in 
bled high seas of the At- e. the other vessel's captain called case they had to launch the rescue 
lantic, Capt. Cuadrato "М made a couse adjustment Gaspiand old him thathisshipwas boat, 

1 i to reduce the heavy rolling of the maneuvering toward the life raft. Armed with 28 years of experi- 
Gaspi and his crew eel caused by (big wave about "responded that we were moni- ence as a sailor and a Talented Fil 
aboard the MV Sand- 200 nautical miles off the coast of toring their movement and that we їрїло crew, Gaspi was able to ma- 

iken Portugal,” Gasp said. ‘were on maneuvering speed,” said. neuver close to the life raft, so close 
“ika h rescued ш "The folowing morning, abroad. Gaspi, adding that they had also that it was no longer necessary tb. 
Dutch nationals whose cast over Lisboa Radio said a sink- sighted the life raf. launch the Sandviken's rescue boat. 
sailboat sank off the ing sailboat with three persons on Вис the punishing current of the The rescue took only eight minutes, 
tof Portugal board needed assistance. Atlantic made it difficult for the headded. 
coast of Portugal Оп "сазрі told his crew to plot the scene commander to rescue thevic- Месе at the ship immediately 
June 29. last known position of the vessel af- бтз, attended to the victims, who had, 
А: fist, Gaspi said that he Һай ter getting the coordinates from Lis- — Gaspi got а сай from the other been about four hows on the Ше 
hesitated in the rescue, seeing the boa. ships captain, asking him if he raft. 
stormy weather But when the need “I immediately told Lisboa Radio could do the rescue. "They were brought to the ship's 
rose he stepped up to the task to thatthe vessel was dose о (our po- Сазріѕаус he saw the other ship hospital, given blankets, hot egg 
sae rescue the distressed victims. stion by) about 12 miles,” he said. miss its target as waves pushed the soup and tea,” he said. One of the 
In an e-mail exchange with the Minutes after their contact with ship away from the life raft. victims was given first aid for a 
Inquirer, Gaspi said the Sandviken Lisboa Radio, another ship, а con- “The captain again called and wound on his knee." 
was headed for Annaba, а port city  tainer vessel, was also in contact asked if we had a rescue boat,” he ‘The victims were Dutch and their 
in northeastern Algeria, after set- with authorities and told them that said, Upon learning that our rescue — sailboat, the Breitling, had sunk due 
ting off from the Great Lakes in. ithad sighted a life raft loaded with craft was available, the captain reit- to an uncontrolled leak, Gaspi re- 
Quebec, Canada, Annaba was а possibly the sailboats passengers. erated that it would be better ifwe counted. 
center of early Christianity as St. Тһе ship's captain also told Ше. did the rescue Half an hour on the Sandviken, a: 
‘Augustine of Hippo was bishop of boa Radio that he was about seven “I told the captain ме would try rescue helicopter flew in and evacu-* 
the city from 396 to 430. miles from the last known coordi- our bes,” he said. Despite the bad ated the Dutch survivors to shore 
Atlantic. Gaspi said his vessel carried a nates of the sailboat. weather conditions, Gaspi headed for further medical treatment. 


No family reunification law yet for World War II vets 


DEAR ATTY. LOU, Dear Sister in CA, E titions filed in 1992 are being pro- tion was introduced this year and be eligible to be a cosponsor if you 
My older sister was petitioned Many Filipino Word War livere- IMFO cessed. Your siters petion was wasincorporated in the bigger Com- ате either a US citizen or a green 

by our father in 1995: In 2000, ans were naturalized in the early fled in 1995 and so no visa is yet prehensive Immigration Reform bil, card holder When that time comes, 

‘our father returned to the Philip. 19905 by legislation of the United Lourdes Santos available for hex Every month, the But on June 7, the Senate voted to your father should then retum to 

pines, Now that the Family Reuni- States Congress. Many of them fled _ Tancinco US Department of State comes out defeat this bill which contains the the US as he is the petitioner of the 

fication Act has been approved, immigrant petitions for their adult with a Visa Bulletin and indicates family reunification for veterans. immigrant visa petition. 

will the petition for my sister be children residing in the Philippines. There are only a limited number what petitions are being processed, Contrary to your statement, there is 1 hope that this information is. 

affected since the petitioner is liv- Most of these veterans are already in of visas available in a given year. For Sen. Daniel Akaka introduced по family reunification act that has helpful. 

ing in the Philippines? Can T give their twilight years and getting very Philippine nationals, there are more legislation in the US Congress ex- been. approved in the US Congress. Atty. Lou 

her my affidavit of support in sickly There are a number of them petitions filed than the number of empting petitions by Filipino veter- Калі when visas are ‘made avail- 

place of my father? Thank you. "who decided to come back to the available visas. This resulted in the ans from the numerical limitations able to children of Filipino veterans, IMFO stands for Immigration 

Sister in CA. Philippines and wait for their chil- backlog of the processing of visas. soas tobe able to grantvisasto their an Affidavit of Support may be exe Information Email Tancinco at. 
- nG Sued tanaga visas Forthe month of June, only the pe- children immediately This legisla- cuted by a cosponsor; and, you may law@tancinco.com 
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By Miko Morelos 
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lad of about 34000 mezi tons of. Since the container vss would toward the life raft with all available 
iron ore to be dropped off Annaba. arrive at the area first, Gaspi as- lines and life rings on deck. 
BRAVING THE TROU- BiheuntieiywateofteA sumed that ts captain vould take Gasp assembled his rescue crew 
bled high seas of the Ar. lanicfored the captain to akter his charge as scene commande: Infact, and told meno be on standby in 
С route. the other vessels captain called case they had to launch the rescue 
E lantic, Capt. Cuadrato “We made a course adjustment Gaspiand told him that his ship was boat. 
А N ; s Gaspi and his crew t reduce the hey rolling of the maneuvering toward helfe rafi Armed with 28 years of experi 
ping "etus S КОР] aboard the MV Sand- тесак Овна) ох л responded that we were moni- ence as a sailor and a talented Fil- 
тке» 2 * А; aboard the and- 200 nautical miles off the coast of toring their movement and that we ipino crew, Gaspi was able to ma- 
i viken rescued three Porugil"Gaspisadd were on manewering speed, said neuver close to the life raft, so close 
The following morning, a broad- Gaspi, adding that they had also that it was no longer necessary to 
Dutch nationals whose eas ever tawo: Radio sid a ank sightedthelferat. шй the Sandler fescue boat. 
sailboat sank off the ing n he three persons оп e the res current of the The rescue took only eight minutes, 
a oard needed assistance. Atlantic made it difficult for the he added. 
coast of Portugal on °'Gaspi told his crew to plot the scene commander to rescue the vic- Medics at the ship immediately 
June 29, last known position of the vessel af- tims. attended го the victims, who һай 
AL fist, Gaspi said that he had ter getting the coordinates from Lis- Gaspi got a call from the other been about four hours on the life 
hesitated in the rescue, seeing the boa ships captain, asking him if he rafi 
stormy weather But when the need... "Timmediatel told Lisboa Radio could do the rescue "They were brought to the ship 
"rose he stepped up to the task, to thatthe vessel was close to (our po:  Gaspi says he saw the other ship hospital, given blankets, hot egg 
e rescue the distressed victims. sition by) about 12 miles," he said. miss its target as waves pushed the soup and tea.” he said, One of the 
їп ип e-mail exchange with the. Minutes after their contact with ship away from the life raft victims was given firs aid for 
монед, Gaspi said the Sandviken Lisboa Radio, another ship, а con. — "The captain again called and wound on his knee. 
эв headed for Annaba. por city tainer vessel, was also in contact asked if we had a rescue boat.” he The victims were Dutch and thei: 
a hortheastem Algeria, afer зе. with authorities and told them that said. Upon learning that our rescue sailboat, the Breitling, had sunk due 
ting off from the Great Lakes in it had sighted a life raft loaded with craft was available, the captain re. to an uncontrolled leak, Gaspi 1 
Quebec, Canada. Annaba was а possibly the sailboats passengers. erated that it would be better if we counted 
center of early Christianity as St. Тһе ships captain also told Lis. did the rescue. Half an hour on the Sandviken, 
Augustine of Hippo was bishop of boa Radio that he was about seven _ “1 told the captain we would try rescue helicopter flew in and evac 
the city from 396 to 430. miles from the last known coordi- our best,” he said. Despite the had ated the Dutch survivors to shore 
Atlantic. Gaspi said his vessel carried а nares of the sailboat. weather conditions, Gaspi headed for further medical treatment 


No family reunification law yet for World War II vets 


DEAR ATTY. LOU, Dear Sister in CA, p titions filed in 1992 are being pro- tion was introduced this year and Бе eligible to be a cosponsor if you 
My older sister was petitioned Мапу Filipino World War Ii veter- cessed. Your sisters petition was was incorporated in the bigger Com- arc either a US citizen or a greer 

by our father in 1995, In 2000, ans were naturalized in the carly Я filed in 1995 and so no visa is yet prehensive Immigration Reform bill. card holder. When that time comes 

‘our father returned to the Philip- 19905 by legislation of the United Lourdes Santos {available for her. Every month. the But on June 7, the Senate voted to your father should then retum to 

pines. Now that the Family Reuni- States Congress. Many of them ей Tancino # Дф US Department of State comes out defeat this bill which contains the the US as he is the petitioner of the 

fication Act has been approved, immigrant petitions for their adul with a Visa Bulletin and indicates family reunification for veterans. immigrant visa petition. 

Will the petition for my sister be children residing in the Philippines. ‘There are unly a limited number what petitions are being processed Contrary to your кетет, Шет | hope that this information 

есе mee the petidonerisliv. Most ofthese veterans are already in ofvisasavailbleina given year For Sen. Daniel Akaka introduced по family reunification act that has helpful 

ing in the Philippines? Can | give their twilight years and geting very Philippine nationals, there are more legislation in the US Congress ex- been approved in the US Congress Atty. Lot 

d. my affidavit of support in sickly There are number of them petitions filed than the number of. empring petitions by Filipino wer. — and when visas are made avi 

place of my father? Thankyou. who decided to come back to the available visas. This resulted in the ans from the numerical limitations, able to children of Filipino veteran IMFO stands for Immigratior 

ЕНШ CA Philippines and wait for their ch... backlog of the processing of visas. soas to be able to grant vsasto their an Affidavit of Suppor may be exe Information, Email Tancine: а 
dren to be sued immigrant visas. Вог the month of June, only the pe. children immediately. This legisla- cuted by a cosponsor; and, you тау [awestuncine от 
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RESIDENCES is a Full Service Residential Suite (FSRS). As such all the convenience and luxury of a your very. own Full-Service $ 
:5-star hotel's amenities and services are available, Don't lift a finger to cook or clean, simple dial for ГУ Residential suite in ANTEL SPA 
ж o n RESIDENCES. Unlike conventional. 
room service or housekeeping. Boast of your home's own formal reception and grand ballroom a о lary 
No more checking out, you're home suite home. % fc »" RESIDENCES fakes it a step 
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о. WORLDBRIEFS |... 
Lebanese Army closes in on Islamists 

МАНА AL-BARED, Lebanon— Lebanese troops closed in оп positions of die-hard 
атыз holed up ina besieged refugee camp on Saturday after two days of heavy. 
“gling in which 11 solders wer ile. The troops traded machine-gunfre with 
amen of Fatah a-stam in Nahr a-Bared camp, which was coming under heavy 
army bombardment early Saturday, an AFP ‘correspondent on the scene said. A 
spokesperson said the army has further closed in on the Islamists who were now 
only controlling an area 300 m by 600 m on a small hill inside the camp. АР 


Media tycoon Conrad Black convicted of fraud 
SE CHIGAGO—Medla tycoon Conrad Black, known for his 
Yavish parties and ostentatious personaly, vas found 
guilty Friday of fraud and obstruction of justice after 
being accused of raiding his company's coffers. The 
Canadian-born British tord, who once ran one of the, 
world's largest newspaper empires, betrayed little 
emotion s he was convicted on four charges, one of 
obstruction and three of fraud, which could carry a 
maximum of 35 years in jal, He could also stand to 
'*& lose millions in fines and forfeitures. Black, 62, was 
i cleared of eight other fraud charges and one of racke- 
BLACK » teering in a case stemming from the sale of hundreds 
‘of newspapers in Canada and the United States by his 
“Chicago-based company Hollinger International. The highbrow newspaper | ‘mogul, 
ho counted celebrities and politicians among his friends, vowed to appeal, ARP 


$31M from 1,300 victims: US scammers jailed 
NORFOLK, Virginia—A couple convicted o bilking more than 1,300 people out of 
more than $31 milion in what prosecutors called a pyramid scheme were sen- 
“fenced to the maximum prison terms they could receive. Howard Welsh, a 63- 
year-old British citizen, must serve 20 years for wire and mall fraud and conspira- 
oy, US District Judge Rebecca Beach Smith ruled Friday. Lee | Hope Thrasher, his 
283 year-old ал and a former crime victims" advocate in Virginia Beach, must 
serve 15 years on similar charges. According to court records, the couple he 
Seminars around the country seling financial plans called "corporation soles,” а 
"type of tax-free investment usually reserved for ‘churches. There was a $1,500 fee 
to join the seminar and participants were invited to invest as much as they could. 
In less than four years, the couple took in $43 million and made about $6.5 million 
Lim payments to some investors, according to prosecutors. In 2002, the couple 
‘wired $31 millon to banks overseas and fled the country, hopscolching around 
the word and emailing investors with assurances their money was sale. AP 
Thousands protest over Pakistani mosque assault 
ISLAMABAD---Several thousand Pakistani Islamists rallied on Friday to denounce 
the government for ordering an army crackdown оп a radical mosque in the capi- 
tal, Islamabad. Protests were held in several towns and cities across the country 
after Friday prayers but none was very big and there were no reports of trouble. At 
least 75 supporters of hardline clerics were led in Tuesday's commando assault 
п Islamabad Lal Masjid, or Red Mosque, which ended a week-long standoff be- 
ween militants and securiy forces. Ten solders were also kiled. Musharraf, in an 
res to the nation on Thursday, spoke of his resolve to "eliminate terrorism 
Lnd extremism from every nook and corner Reuters 
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US Senate votes to double 
Bin Laden bounty to $50M 


WASHINGTON- THE US SENATE FRIDAY | 


doubled the bounty on Osama bin Laden to $50 
million, reflecting frustration that the al-Qaida 
mastermind remains free and rising anxiety over 


possible future attacks. 

The vote followed a flurry of 
reports that the group behind the 
Sept. 11 strikes in 2001 had re- 
built its safe haven, leadership 
and capacity to plot terror орега- 
tions, and was trying to sneak op- 
eratives into the United States. 

The Senate voted by 87-1 to 
boost the price on Bin Laden's 
head under the State Department 
Rewards for Justice program, 
which has already paid out mil- 
lions of dollars for top US targets, 
including Saddam Hussein's sons. 

It directs Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice “to authorize a 
reward of $50 million for the cap- 
ture or death or information lead- 
ing to the capture or death of 
Osama bin Laden.” 

‘The bill also addresses frustra- 
tion among some lawmakers that 
the Bush administration has still 
not caught Bin Laden, despite 
launching a massive manhunt af- 
ter the Sept. 11 attacks, nearly six 
years go. 

It requires the secretaries of state 
and defense and the director of na- 
tional intelligence to produce a re 
port to Congress every 90 days on 
progress towards bringing Bin Laden 
and other terror leaders to justice. 

North Dakota Senator Byron 


Dorgan, who wrote the amend- 
ment to a defense policy bill, said 
“it has been six years, and al-Qai- 
da is now rebuilding its terrorist 
training camps, along with the 
Taliban, ina safe harbor. 

“It has been six years and they 
are reconstituting their ability to 
attack us,” he said 

Dorgan warned al-Qaida "re- 
mains the greatest threat to the 
United States, even after these six 
long years; after two wars... after 
trillions of dollars spent on those 
wars and for homeland security, 
after the deaths of thousands of 
our military, and after the wound- 
ing of tens of thousands of our 
military” 

‘The only senatorto vote against 
the raised bounty was conserva- 
tive Republican Jim Bunning, who 
said catching Bin Laden was al- 
ready a US priority, and if Dorgan 
"truly supported" the fight against 
al-Qaida, he would not back a 
‘withdrawal from Iraq. 

Senators who spoke on the 
amendment mentioned a leaked 
draft of a new National Intelli- 
gence Estimate, which reportedly 
warned al-Qaida had rebuilt a safe 
haven and leadership structure in 
Pakistani border areas. AFP 


MELBOURNE--4AUS- 
tralian Federal Police 
charged a 27-year- 
old Indian doctor on 
Saturday over his 
“reckless” links with 
the alleged perpetra- 
tors of the attempted 
car bomb attacks in 
Britain on June 29 


„After being held 
Tor 12 days, Mo- 
hamed Haneef, 27, 
appeared in a Bris- 
bane court charged 
with providing sup- 
port to a terrorist or- 
ganisation. He was 
remanded in custody 
until Monday when 
his bail application 
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FAREWELL TO LADY 

The casket of former US first lady Lady 

a private Eucharist service at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center in Austin, Texas, on July 13. Lady Bird Johnson, who 
championed conservation and worked tenaciously for the 
political career of her husband former President Lyndon В, 


Johnson, died in Texas at the age of 94 on July 11. кил 


Australia charges Indian doctor їп UK plot 


will be heard, 

Australian Federal 
Police Commissioner 
Mick Keelty said the 
police charge cited 
recklessness, rather 
than intention. 

“The allegation be- 
ing that he was reck- 
less about some of 
the support he pro- 


vided to that group, 
in particular, the pr 

vision of his (mobile 
phone) SIM card for 
the use of the group.” 
Haneef lawyer Peter 
Russo told Australian 
radio that Haneef 
was "very upset” by 
news of the charges, 
which could lead to 


15 years in prison if 
he is convicted. 

The Queensland- 
based doctor is one of 
six Indian doctors 
questioned in Aus- 
talia over the sus- 
pected al Qaeda- 
linked plot in Britain. 
‘The others have been 
released. 

Lawyers for Ha- 
neef told the court 
the doctor was not a 
flight risk as his pass- 
port has been confis- 
cated. 

After two sessions 
lasting more than an 
hour each, the court 
adjourned the hear- 
ing until Monday. 

Police chief Keelty 
зай the charges 
‘came after 12 days of 
investigation, with 
almost 300 police 
and Jawyers working 
on the case, and sift- 
ing through the elec- 
tronic equivalent of 
36000 four-drawer 
filing cabinets of ma- 
terial. 

“That is the quan- 
tity of material that 
has been seized in 
electronic form, from 
various locations,” he 
told reporters in Can- 
berra. 

Two car bombs 
primed to explode in 
London's theatre and 
nightclub district 
were discovered ear- 
ly on June 29. The 
following day а vehi- 
cle. was driven into 
the terminal building 
at Glasgow airport 
and burst into 
flames. 

Police opposed На- 
neefs bail applica- 
tion, and Keelty said 
it remained to be 
seen whether British 
police had any evi- 
dence to support an 
extradition request, 

Haneef was de- 
tained at Brisbane 
airport on July 2 as 
he was about to 
board a flight to In- 
dia. 

All six suspects in 
Britain are medics 
from the Middle East 
orlndia. Reuters 
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Lebanon conquers China, finally 


By Musong В. Castillo 


LEBANON PUSHED THE 
Philippines into a must- 
win game to make the fi- 
nals of the Smart 4-Na- 
tion Manila Invitational 
yesterday after posting a 
surprise 77-71 victory 
over China at The Arena 
in San Juan. 


And by all accounts, coach Chot Reyes’ 
wish of playing the Chinese again will 


have to wait until both teams get to a 
grander stage. 

It was the Lebanese's first ever win 
against China in the sport and it drama- 
tized the hopes that the Philippines has 
of making the Olympics grade again af- 
ter35 years. 

Dragan Raca, a Yugoslavian great who 
маз a member of the 1989 world cham- 
pion Yugos team, backed this up. 

“The Philippines can beat anyone in its 
(Fiba-Asia group) with its speed,” Raca 
said after the game, referring to the Fil- 
ipinog tough bracket in Tokushima, 
Japan, which Reyes had described as the 
"Group of Death.” 

“Butit will also depend on the players’ 


rhythm and their coaches’ scouting." 

Reyes had said Friday night, after tak- 
ing a heart-rending 74-77 loss to the Chi- 
nese, that he was itching for another 
chance to play the Asian cage power, 
hopefully in the title game of this good- 
will series. 

But a win by the Nationals in their 
game against Syria at press time would 
knock the Chinese out of the title game 
because of an inferior quotient since 
Lebanon, the Filipinos and the Chinese 
would all end up with 2-1 cards. 

Prolific forward Fadih El Khatib again 
stood at the forefront of the Lebanese at- 
tack, scattering 26 points and drilling the 
shots that told in the endgame for his 


squad's breakthrough win. 

‘Consecutive three-point shots by point 
guard Ali Mahmmoud actually helped 
doom the Chinese, who limped to the 
finish with key players Yi Li and Wang Bo 
out because of fouls. 

Yi and Wang hit the big shots in that 
China victory over the Philippines, a set- 
back Reyes quickly shrugged off. 

“I think we all know that we won that 
game," Reyes had said, "And I think we 
‘were just not mentally prepared to beat 
the Chinese at this stage because of the 
myth (of invincibility) that they have cre- 
ated in the region." 

А driving layup by El Khatib made it 
74-71 before Mahmmoud beat the shot 


Aces, Pals seek crucial 
PBA finals edge today 


GAME TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
6 pum—Alaska vs Talk "N Text 


AFTER JUSTIFYING HIS CHOICE AS MVR 
Willie Miller tries to carry Alaska closer to the 
PBA Fiesta Cup title when the Aces break their 
tie with the Talk 'N Text Phone Pals at the 
Araneta Coliseum today. 

Game time is set at 6 p.m. with the winner 
getting the most important psychological boost 
in what has become a best-of-three series—a 
twice-to-beat edge—after Alaska salvaged an 
86-82 decision Friday to forge a 2-2 deadlock in 
the playoffs. 

By failing to put the Aces ina 1-3 hole that on- 


guns firing ike they did in the crucial minutes of 
Game 4. 

‘And Mille, who received his second Most 
Valuable Player trophy before the game, is ex- 
pected to reprise his splendid rescue job for the 
Aces. 

"The 6-foot guard, who won his first MVP tro- 
phy in 2002 while playing for Red Bull, finished 
with 29 points, matching his tournament high, 
with 10 of those points coming at the most cru- 
cial times in the stretch. 

‘Alaska overhauled a seven-point deficit inside 
the final 3:57, with Miller having a hand in all of 
the Aces' points in an 11-0 run that made it 84- 
80 heading into the final 36.5 seconds. 


dock with a 3-pointer in front of the 
Lebanon bench for 77-71. 

‘The game had eight deadlocks and 
seven lead changes, with China leading 
by double digits twice in the first half 
and Lebanon taking control by as many 
as eight points, 50-42, in the thit 
quarter. > 


The scores: 

First Game 

LEBANON 77—81 Khatib 26, Mahmmoud 17, 
Abdel Nour 10, Vogel 9, Turk 7, Balaa 2, Beshara 2, 
Fahed 2, Sama 0. 

CHINA 71—Li 22, Wang Y. 11, Gu 9, Chen 8, Yi 
7, Blan 6, Zhang 4, Wang B. 2, Yang 2, Wu 0, Han 0. 

Quarters: 13-18; 34-34; 59-63; 


ly one team in league history has ever come out 
of, the Phone Pals now have to face a rejuvenat- 
ей Aces squad expected to come out with all 


MEGA SALE! 


2007, STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 


“He's the MVP what can I cay?” Alaska coach 
Tim Cone said of Miller “This was a player? game. 
MILLER: Call him MVP 
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THE PHILIPPINES, AMASSED 40 GOLD. 
medals in different events and age 
groups in the First World Taekwondo 
Cultural Expo in Jeollabukdo Province 
in South Korea recently. 

In the kyorugi or sparring, the RP team 
picked up 29 golds, 14 silvers and nine 
bronzes, and collected 11 golds, 16 silvers 
and 11 bronzes in individual poomse or 
form and three silvers and seven bronzes 
in group poomse. 

„This kind of tournament js used as an 
|’ incubation for our future stars,” said na- 


tional coach Ricky Santiago, who added 
that Olympian Thsomlee Go and South- 
east Asian Games winners Veronica 
Domingo and JR Rivero used to compete 
inthis type of competitions. 

With ages ranging from 10 to 28, the 
national jins competed against their 
counterparts from Korea, Russia, China, 
United States, Kazakhstan and Vietnam. 

Juan Paolo Cipriano, Paolo Louis 
Jazmines, Daniel Pastrana, Emmanuel 
Moses Chan, James Edward Cruz, Antho- 
ny Gene Sarino, Joseph Benjamin Gohel, 


Anfemee Cris Dizon and Bemard Antho- 
ту Razon captured а gold medal each in 
the young junior boys kyorugi. 

Gohel, Dustin Jacob Mella and Francis 
Aaron Agojo also bagged titles in the indi- 
vidual poomse in the same age category. 

Young junior girls Patricia Gonzalez, 
Paulina Marie Naguiat, Mary Josephine 
Bahoy Leigh Ann Nuguid, Xyleen Lei 
Paatan, Apriel May Solimen and Pamela 
Lois Gohel went home with golds. Solimen 
made ita double by also winning in the in- 
dividual poomse. — Marc Anthony Reyes, 


RP jins bag 40 golds in Korea Boonen 


BOURG-EN-BRESSE, FRANCE--BELGIUM'S TOM 
Boonen won Friday’s sixth stage of the Tour de 
France in a sprint finish, while Swiss rider Fabian 
Cancellara retained the leader's yellow jersey for a 
seventh straight day. 

Boonen won the 199.5-kilometer (124-mile) trek 
from the Burgundy town of Semur-en-Auxois toward 
the foot of the Alps in Bourg-en-Bresse. Friday's was 
the last stage before three days in the Alps. 

Boonen, а former world champion, collected his 
fifth Tour stage victory and his first since 2005 by out- 


sesso PHILIPPINE DI 


Sundays 


finall 


nokouroy, both seen as potenti 
cruised gingerly in the back of 
painful injuries sustained in cra 
day's ride through hilly terrain. 

Britain’s Bradley Wiggins too 
most of the stage, breaking away | 
(1.2 miles) and building a lead o 
nutes before the pack caught hi 
7 kilometers (4.2 miles). 

Steeper climbs loom Saturday c 
‘on three days in the Alps, startin 


pacing Spain’s Oscar Freire and German Erik Zabel in 
the final dash. 

“Pm really happy,” said Boonen, “The legs have 
been strong from the first day, but this year things 
haven't happened so well. I haven't had a lot of luck.” 

Cancellara finished in the trailing pack, and holds a 
33-second lead over Germany's Andreas Kloeden in 
second, Flippo Pozzato of Italy is third, 35 seconds be- 

ind. 

Kloeden and his Astana teammate Alexandre Vi- 


meter (122.7-mile) course from By 
Grand-Bornand featuring the to} 
раз 

Slow through the flats, and 
tains—that’s just what some rid 
when they enter the Alps. 

Burning thighs and heavy brea 
the riders, 

“You watch, its going to be ... 
said David Millar of Britain. "Wh 


Jao targets Shell Superbikes lead 


DEFENDING CHAMPION JOLET JAO OF 
Shell Advance-Kawasaki hopes to get him- 
self back on top In the 2007 Shell Advance 
Superbikes Series third leg today at the 
Batangas Racing Circuit A series of unfortu- 
nate events in the last leg folled Јао bid to 
preserve his hold of the solo lead in this 


Fiba Asia title 
SBP's wish 


MY FRIEND 
- Rhea Navarro, 
who used to 
wok for the 
‚ Hongkong-based 
"Asian Basketball 
confederation 
„ (ABC) Promo- 
tions, has a theo- 
ту behind the 
“new look’ of na- 
tional cagers 
s Dondon Hon- 
х tiveros and Kerby Raymundo. 
Maybe you haven't noticed, but the two 
„ cagers have grown their hair long: Kerby in 
; Beatles style (or is it Prince Valiant?) and 
f: Dondon a la Mel Gibson in Lethal Weapon. 
Rhea said she doesn't think the two are 
trying to save money on haircut, or trying to 
make a fashion statement. 
“1 know what this is all about, they're 
trying to confuse the enemy" Rhea said, 
Everybody used to do that, she 
said—change hairdos, jersey numbers, 
etc. The trick used to work, but not any- 
more because the players end up facing 
each other year in and year out and they 
get to recognize even each other's breath 
even if they're blindfolded. 
“ Even scouting, she said, has gone out 
; of style because, except for the rookies, 
the same cagers play in the major tourna- 
..ments and nothing is left to hide. 
|. Scouting is now done, according to 
Rhea, during the tournament itself. 
“For us, however, it might be necessary 
to scout extensively way before the tour- 
nament because we've been out of touch, 
© having been suspended by the Fiba for 
, wo years. Once we get into the groove of 
‘things though, we might not find the need 
to scout way ahead of a tournament, just. 
| like the rest,” she said. 
iL. Going back to Kerby and Dondon, who 
knows? Maybe the game plan is to switch 
|: hairdos with teammates Mark Caguioa and 
JJ Helterbrand when they report for active 
duty in Tokushima, Japan. 
T cant imagine or recall Mark and JJ 
wearing their hair long though. 
Was there ever a time when they did? 
I guess this is a trite question, but like 
asking it anyway on special occasions 
P such as birthdays and Christmas. 
« And now that SBP executive director 
"Pato Gregorio is celebrating his 40th—the 
‘beginning of his Ше—оп July 22 1 just had 
„до ask him my most favorite question: 
“1f your fondest personal wish could be 
-granted by the birthday genie, what 
T. would it be?” 


EM 


event sanctioned by the National Motorcycle 
Sports and Safety Association. Jao is third 
overall with 72 points. Maico Bunclo of 
Yamaha is the overall leader with 94 points. 
Registration is ongoing. For details, log on at 
'wwwubatangasracingcrcuit com or сай (632) 


IN HUDDLE 8172241, 7295365 or fax 815-1241. 


Beth Celis 


"Well, one does not have to be а Nos- 
P tradamus to guess what Pato’ wish is 
“My wish? That we win the Fiba-Asia 
Men's Championship in Tokushima, Japan, 
* not just as a birthday gift for me and MVP. 
(SBP president Manny V Pangilinan) but for 
* the entire Filipino nation.” 

T guess that is MVP's wish too. His birthday 
was July 14 but the celebration is on July 17. 
Pato and wife Michele, whose birthday is a 
day after (July 21) Patos, will have a joint 
bash on the 21st. 


Aces, Pals... «m 


"There was very litle coaching out there. Some: 
times a coach just has to step away and watch. 

"This man is my guy He more than proved 
that he is the MVP" said the outspoken American 
while giving Miller pats on the back inside the 
pressroom. 

For Talk 'N Text, the loss is hard to swallow 
since the Phone Pals wielded control ай night be 
fore sputtering when the game was on the line. 

JJ Sullingers absence in the final 1:40, where 
his final foul sent Sonny Thoss to the line for а 
three-point play made possible by a Miller feed 
inside, told heavily on the Phone Pals. 

Sullinger was having his way against the 
whole Alaska team until he fouled out and no 
Phone Pal on the floor was really able to pick up 
theslack 

-Until Miller took over, Cone's title hopes 
seemed to be fading anew while Derrick 
Pumaren of Talk 'N Text appeared just a few de- 

;fensive stops away from ordering champagne 
bottles to be chilled 

.* But with a burst of brilliance, Miller sent the 
series back to where it started, 

“Sometimes, things like that, without rhyme 
or reason, happen,” Cone said. "I don't know 
what we did right out there, but we didit” Mu- 
song R. Castillo 
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9-BALL TOUR 
lı title contenders, the hilly stages, everybody will want to go out on the 


the pack to nurse break. No one has wanted to go this week.” 
shes during Thurs- High headwinds across northern French farmland 
were the big deterrent, The leader has averaged 24.8 
mph (39.9 kph) through six stages, down from 26.6 
mph (42.8 kph) a year ago. 
То 2005, with Lance Armstrong en route to a record 
Rem ‘Tour victory, the pace was 29.8 mph (47.9 
kph). 
‘A time-trial ace, Cancellara said he doesn’t expect DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION RONATO AL- 
to stay in yellow through the Alps. Р AR cano and Marlon Manalo found the jinx of Fri- 
urgen-Bressetole Аз the Tour enters the Alps, riders who might make TOM Boonen of day the 13th too tough to overcome and 
igh La Colombiere а mark include Spain's Alejandro Valverde, American Belgium sprints л crashed out of the fourth leg of ће Guinness 
Levi Leipheimer, Russia's Denis Menchoy, and Cadel ahead of Erik 9-Ball Tour late Friday night at the Orchid 
fast in the moun- Evans and Michael Rogers of Australia. Zabel of Germany p Country Club in Singapore. 
jers are predicting "Мом, we're really going to see the leaders who are (right) to win the But Alex “The Lion” Pagulayan and Roberto 
going to want to position for the overall standings,” sixth stageof the Gomez kept the Philippine flag fluttering in the 
Ihing likewise await said French champion Christophe Moreau, who won 94th Tour de tour by topping their respective brackets. 
last month's Dauphine Libere stage race. “The set- Kal. "The 34-year-old Alcano beat Eric Tan of Sirt- 
backs for Astana's Vinokourov and Kloeden ... are go- zapore, 9 9-2, but went m by ipe Niti- 
ingto change things." AP Ft wat Kanjanasri of Thailand, 9-5, in the three- 
тай field Group D bracket, Kanjanasri also beat 
Tan, 9-8, to advance to the knockout stage. 

‘The 30-year-old Manalo bowed to noted gi- 
antkiler Ricky Yang of Indonesia, 9-5. He 
fanned his hopes alive by crushing local bet 
Ricky Chew, 9-3, but Yang sealed his advance 
and Manalo's doom by also crushing Chew. 

Pagulayan smashed Muhammad Zulfikri df 
Indonesia, 9-6, and nipped Chang Jung-lin of 
Chinese-Taipei (9-8) to top Group А. 

His victory lined him up against Gomez, as- 
suring the country of a semifinalist in the tour 
currently being dominated by Taiwanese. 

Gomez, 28, advanced by hammering Dhat- 
minder Singh Lilly of India, 9-7, and Jimmy Jus- 
man of Indonesia, 9-3 to rule Group B. Marlon 
Bernardino, contributor 


Wild Orchid, 
Empire King 
duel today 


WILD ORCHID AND EMPIRE KING HEADLINE 
a crack all-comers field competing in the final 
leg of the 2007 Philracom Imported Champi- 
onship Series at the Santa Ana Park today. 

The duel banners the Philippine Racing 
Club's action-packed Sunday card which will 
also feature the third leg of the 2007 Philra- 
com Two-Year-Old Stakes Race Series involv- 
ing eight up-and-coming juvenile gallopers. 

‘More than P2 million in prize money is at 
stake in the stakes offering. 

Wild Orchid is undefeated this year. Her 
last win came in the third leg of the Imported 
Stakes Series over 1,750-meters. 

Empire King will be carrying the top weight 
of 58 kgs. under regular rider Jeffrey Ladiana, 
The 5-year-old Wild Orchid is set to сапу 56 
kgs. with jockey Jonathan Hernandez on board. 

Also seeking the top prize of P480,000 are 
Glory and Honour, Irene's Fantasy, Fairy Queen, 
Stop Talking, La Tienne, Hear Me and Armidale. 


REUTERS 
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Renault launch set 
THE UNVEILING OF THE 2007 RENAULT FOR- 
mula Car and launching the Formula Renault а] 
Phiippine Championship sled Tuesday, 6 
p.m. апе Alrport Casino Flipino Theater — 
Paranaque City. Among the notable drivers who 
have taken part in Formula Renault series are 
former world champion Alain Prost and three 
top drivers in the ongoing 2007 Formula! Опе 
‘serles—Lewis Hamilton Felipe Massa and Kimi 
Räikkönen. In Asia, the Philippines willbe the | 
‘second country to launch a Formula Renault. 
Series staged its first event in 2000. "We {want 
to] develop more of our Flipino junior drivers. 
‘who will soon follow thelr footsteps through the | 
Formula Renault Philippine Championship Se- '" 
ries,” said race organizer Johnny Tan. Interested 
Tories can cal 8174896, 817224 00.2807 
p E 


Aguilar battles Theplib 


и 

. Aaron Thepli of Thalland and the Philippines’ 
“1-4ime champion Glenn Agullar will share the 

a spotlight in the second lag of the FIM Aslan Su-! £ 
pereross Championship on July 21-22, 2007 at V^ 


the new Fast Track Circuitin Upper Bicutan, 
Taguig City. The event wil be joined by nine coun- 
tries and Is expected to be the biggest bike race in 


Metro Manila, Organizers said the last day of 
| practice for local riders wil today as the track will 
closed until the official practice run on Friday, Ju- 


ly 20. For further details, please emall 
namssa01@hotmall.com or call 0917-8992363 
ог check out www.aslamx.org and 
‘www.namssa.org, 
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Archers, 
destroy rivals 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


FLASHING 


the De La Salle University Green Archers 
rolled over the Adamson Falcons with a 99- 


75 triumph 


the UAAP basketball tournament lead at 
the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
‘The Archers only needed seven 
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Tams 


with University of the Philippines. 


Archer Rico Maierhofer exploded for 17 


THEIR UP-TEMPO OFFENSE, 


yesterday to claim a share of 


points and grabbed 13 rebounds in 17 minutes 
ofaction and teammate JV Casio had 13 markers 
and four steals in just seven minutes of play in 
the first half. 

“Rico showed he's a better player than his first 
game,” said Pumaren of the lanky forward, who 


‘made up for his measly four-point 
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Red Lion is 
week’s best 
‘NC’ player 


THERE ARE MANY REASONS WHY BACK-TO- 
back title-seeking San Beda is still unbeaten in 
four games, One of them is Yousif Аата]. 

‘jamal showed his worth in the clutch as he 
fired 12 of hs 20 points in the fourth quarter and 
helped the Red Lions hammer out an 87-65 win 
over the St. Benilde Blazers, their fourth straight 
in Season 83 of the NCAA basketball tournament 
lastweek. 

"That effort earned the 2006 Finals MVP the. 


GAMES TODAY 


minutes to warm up before setting 
(Ninoy Aquino Stadium) 


the tone for the blowout win with 

an 11-0 outburst that resulted ina | 2pm—NUvs UP (Sts) 

20-12 advantage late in the first | Е 
n3 Gr у 


‘output in the Archers opening day 
win, 82-61, against the Maroons. 
The scores: 
First Game (Srs) 


NCAA Press Corps ‘Anta Player of the Week 
award, a distinction given to the best achiever 
everyweek. 


: ind against U! 
FAR EASTERN'S Aldrech Ramos grabs the rebound against UST's. ‘Aljamal edged Letran's Dino Daa, San Sebas- 


Jun Dizon in their game yesterday. RODELROTONI 


Iloilo shocks Iligan 


ILOILO CITY—THE TOYOTA-ILOILO 
Warriors outplayed Frrelly-ligan in 
‘overtime to hack outa surprising 84-76 
victory atthe end of the elimination 
round in the 2007 Spring Cooking Oil- 
NBC National Cup basketball tourna- 
ment Friday night at the University of 
San Agustin gym here. Ruel Balgos 
and Eldrin Senleres combined in a tor- 
Tid fourth-quarter run to erase а 10- 


Arevalo wins 


point llolo deficit and hove the War- 
riors ahead, 73-70, in the final minute 
of regulation. But a triple by Ferdie Go 
with five seconds left sent the game in- 
to overtime. The Warriors of Robert Uy 
and supporter Mayor Jerry Trenas 
would not be denied, however, as they 
limited Mayor Lawrence Cruz's Cru- 
sade to only three points in the extra 
period while scoring 11 


in San Diego 


SAN DIEGO, 


CALIFORNIA--ABEGAIL 


Arevalo of the Philippines won her warm-up 
event for the Callaway Junior World Champi- 
onship recently, turning back Haley Moore for 
the girls 8-under crown of the Billy's Kids tour- 
ney at the Telecote Canyon golf course here. 
‘Arevalo, with dad Топу caddying, fired a 
nine-hole four-over-par 33 over the tricky lay- 
but to beat the big American by two shots and 
(аке a winning feeling into the prestigious Ju- 


nior Worlds. 


‘The dusky Arevalo led all the way despite 
bogeys on Nos. 2 and 3 as Haley dropped 


shots in the first four holes. 


“This isa good tuneup for us,” Tony, who al- 
so serves as Abby's coach, said. “We just hope 
to keep her fine form all the way to the Junior 


Worlds and maybe help the country to anoth- 


ertitle.” 


Classic Cup: Ateneo rips La Salle 
ATENEO ROUTED RIVAL LA SALLE, 66-33, TO WIN 
their Classic Cup duel recently at the Canlubang 
Golf and Country Clubin Laguna. Ateneo shut out 
La Sale in the seniors’ and Open Categories, while 


ARDINA: Junior World next. roieioro. 


Three shuttlers near nat'l team slots 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


dominating the champlonship and Ladies divisions. 


quartet after trailing at 9-12. 


“Were at oi 


the ball” said coach Franz Pumaren after La 
Salle moved into a tie at 2-0 with idle Ateneo and 
University ofthe Bast. 

Tar Eastern University later embarrassed de- 
fending champion University of Santo Tomas a 
second time as the Tamaraws trampled on the 


“Tigers, 81-66. 


Marlon Adolfo and rookie forward Ric Cawal- 
ing led an early 11-2 charge for the Tamaraws, 


who went on 


the second quarter Н 
The Tamaraws improved to 1-1 while the 
‘Tigers and the Falcons fell into the cellar at 0:2 


сый 


7 Ardina cops jr title 


үү; 


Mari Hechanova of Ateneo scored a gross 71 to top. 


the championship division, while Freddie Salinda 
and Nelson Leung ruled the Open and seniors divi- 


sions, respectively. Joining them in the winners cir- 


cle were Ateneans Marilen Yaptangco in the ladies" 
category, Vicente Mendoza in class C and David 
Huang in class D. La Salles Sammy Sy and Ed Da- 
tuin won in class A and B, respectively. This year's 
event, the 20th dual meet tt, was actually a rubber 
match to decide the winner of the series presented 
by PLOT and Smart Communications. With the win, 
‘Ateneo will keep the Classic Cup permanently. 


gem 
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THREE YOUNG UPSTARTS from Ioi- 
1o City and Bacolod clinched Philip- 
pine team slots to the Vietnam junior 
‘open badminton championships fol- 
lowing their impressive victories in 
the recent Yonex-Suntise regionals 
held in lloilo City. 

The Philippine Badminton Associa- 
tion has yet to offically announce the 
selection of Nikki Cervando of Bacolod 
, City and Joseph Andrian Diaz and Izza 

"Temporosa of Iloilo but officials said 


yur best when we push 


ас MEE 


LASALLE 99—Casio 19, Marioler 17, 
Mangahas 15, Vilenueva 10, Tag 9, Barua 7, 


‘Walsham 6, йай 5, Co 5, Cua 4, Malabes 2, Lee 0, Babicovic O. 

ADAMSON 75--Cabahug 31, Cañada 13, Салиу 10, 
Hugnatan 8, Gonzalgo 4, Colina 2, Alvarez 2, Yambot 2, Lozada 
1, Marga 1, Gorospe 1, Otla 0 

Quarters 21-13,50-29, 73-51, 99-75 

Second Game (Srs) 


FEU 81—Sanga 15, Adolfo 15, Cawaling 11, Gerila û, Bar- 


to take a 31-10 advantage early in 


Cortez 0 


DOTTIE ARDINA CAPTURED THE 
Women's Western Golf Association's 
(WWGA) 81st National Junior Cham- 
pionship crown with a 3 and 2 victory 
over Kelly Shon of New York at TPC's 
Riverbend in Maineville, Ohio, Friday. 

Ardina, who bundled out top seed 
Christine Meier to gain a crack at the 
crown, took the lead with a birdie on 
the fourth, went 2-up with another 
birdie on the seventh then won three 
holes in a row from No. 9 to virtually 
wrap up the title with a -up cushion. 

Not even Shonis two birdies on 12 
and 14 could shake the confidence of 
Ardina, who rolled in a delicate 8-foot 
par putt on the 16th to clinch the match 
and the tite, her fourth abroad follow- 
ing victories in the Thai Juniors, the 
Sabah Amateur and the Malaysian 
Ladies Open. 

“Lam very happy to win this toura- 


they have the inside track after winning 
their respective events. 

“This can be considered as the main 
event of the regional championships be- 
cause this is where we get fresh talents,” 
said national coach Errol Chan. 

Cervando ruled the girls 15-under 
singles, Diaz topped the boys’ 12-under 
while Temporosa dominated the distaff 
side ofthe same age group. 

Mikhail Noel Noces of Valencia won 
the boys’ 15-under singles, while Diaz 
paired with Keanu Glenn Taclas of ойо 
to take the 12-under boys’ doubles. 


"ngactor ^. 


К 


roca 7, Baracael б, Femandez 5, Abaring 3, Reyes 3, Cervantes 
2, Ramos 2 Knuttol2,Cabagnot 2, Alsbo O, Tanuan 0. 

UST 66—Cruz 19, Mirza 11, Cuan 10, Ababou В, Canlas 6, 
Scott 4, Espirtu 3, Alera 3, Dizon 2, Basa O, Badua 0, Taylor 0, 


Quarters: 26-10, 41-28, 61-43, 81-66 


ment,” said the soft-spoken Ardina, who 
has been campaigning in the US this 
summer along with five of her ICTSI 
teammates. 

Bambee dela Paz made ita double cel- 
bration for the RP bets as she nipped 
Kathleen Glavin, 2 and 1, to annex the 
Consolation Match crown among the 
qualifiers who were eliminated in the 
first round of match play competitions. 

"The victory is expected to fire up the 
13-year-old Ardina in the Junior World 
in San Diego as she sets out for another 
crown їп а higher age division after rul- 
ing the 11-12 category last year 

“Hier putting was simply awesome,” 
said coach Chris Guerrero. 

On Sunday, Ardina will travel to San 
Diego for the Callaway Junior World 
Championship before competing in the 
USGA Junior Girls Championship the 
following week. 


Milo qualifying run set 
MORE THAN 10,000 RUNNERS WILL. 
‘converge at the Quirino Grandstand in 
Manila on July 22 for a qualifying leg of 
the 31st National Milo Marathon race. 
Runners who finish within four hours for 
men and four and half hours for women 
will qualify to the finals. Registration is 
‘ongoing at the ground floor of the 
Vasquez Madrigal Plaza Bldg., 51 An- 
napolis St., San Juan and will end on Ju- 
1y20. Those entering in the 42K quality- 
ing run should be at least 18 years old. 


Чап Jayson Ballesteros and Jim Viray and 
teammates Sam Ekwe and  Rogemar 
Menor—the season's first Anta Player of the 
Week—for the plum given by a group of 
sportswriters from the country's leading broad- 
sheets and tabloids covering the league. 

“He is one of the many reasons why we are on. 
top right now, he's really a true leader in the 
team,” said San Beda coach Frankie Lim. 

Daa was nominated after posting a season- 
high 25 rebounds, eclipsing 2006 rookie MVP 
Ekwe's 22, їп a 68-52 rout of Perpetual Help. 

The 6-foot-6 Ballesteros drew notice by swat- 
ting four shots and grabbing 13 rebounds in 
SSC's 66-63 win over Mapua. 


Top seed 
primed for 
RP Open 


CHINESE ACE CHEN HONG HOPES TO 
ride the momentum of a recent victory 
when he defends his status as top seed in 
the 2007 Bingo Bonanza Philippine 
Open that starts this week at the 
Philsports Arena. 

The world No. 2 ruled last week's SCG 
‘Thailand Open Grand Prix Gold event, 
beating local favorite Boonsak Ponsana in а 
thrilling three-serter at the Nimibutr Gym- 
nasium in Thailand, 

Chen, the top seeded player in the meris 
singles in the $120,000 RP Open, slated Ju- 
ly 18-22, took home the prestigious НАН 
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Trophy 
plus a $9,600 cash prize. 

It also sets him up for a golden double 
when he joins the prestigious Philippine 
tournament that has attracted five of the 
world’s top 10 players in the centerpiece 
men's singles competition. 

China ruled the roost at the end of the 
six-day tournament last year with four ti- 
Чез, including a sweep of both men's and 
women’s singles, while South Korea took 
the remaining crown in the men’s doubles. 

The RP Open will also stake world rank- 
ing points that players need to qualify for 
next year’s Olympiad in Beijing. 

Meanwhile, tickets to the five-day event 
are now on sale at Ticketworld at any Na- 
tional Book Store outlets. Tickets are 
pegged at P300, P200, P150, P100 and P50 
in the eliminations to quarterfinal stages. 
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Join the country’s modern-day heroes, 
our beloved Overseas Filipino Workers, t js 
and start exploring career opportunities abroad, ostor 
with the Inquirer Job Market Overseas Career Expo 2007! 


E 
Ur. 
Plumber 


Seaman Physical Therapist 
‘AccountantSecretary Welder 


Ss 


Photographer 
ogramme 
тъз СоОК 
Physical The- 


Welder 


JULY 168.17, 2007 
MUSIC HALL, SM MALL OF 


ени үтүк АЛЛ) 


A 
^ me DzRH g: 


— —á 


SUONI see ези a 
iid most trusted recruitment tool. Ev aa R „®. 


HET 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘Got ready forthe ST n ТҮҮ agg BUYeSELLePAWN 


‘rest of your life. ‘anol E] Sun d. @ | Я 7 ROLEX 
“FOR STAYING POWER i f Y ke EWELRY 
—À y n DIAMONDS 


li ri a Espi 8341572 © 8316712 • 09178141967 
Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino | paaris GIs enman 
Text us your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


(he 2H El 


‹ : tome 
S atellite man e ab ж na [B2 
rises above himself ЕЕ 


Businessman Francis Chua cites parental ‘push’ 


and other factors that propelled him to success тө, оа оз 


as farmers’ teacher's /B3 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


"WHEN FRANCIS CHUA, PRESIDENT OF THE 
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, was 15, he decorat- 
ed his room with pictures of the galaxy and 
the solar system. 

He had read about the Russian satellite 
‘Sputnik ina kids’ magazine and told his moth- 
er he wanted to con- $ 
quer outer space. FIRST Јов 

His mother simply 
told him to focus on studying his lessons and 
not to think about things that were beyond 
him. 

But the fascination with outer space persist- 
ed and in 1993, or 29 years later, he realized his 
dream by becoming personally involved in the 
establishment of the Mabuhay Satellite Corp., 
the country’s first. 

Mabuhay now provides for a large part of 
the communication requirements of the Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT). 

‘The move started simply enough. Chua was 
invited by the Department of Trade and Indus- 
try to join then President Fidel Ramos on a 
trade mission to China, with an eye to forging a 
project which Filipino and Chinese business- 
men could work on. 

He called up friends and told them he wanted 
a satellite project. But he had to leave for the 
United States to be with his mother who would 
undergo a cataract operation. While there, he 
got a call from Beijing saying the Chinese were 
interested in a business tie-up. 

He quickly got on a flight back to Manila and 
arrived there just in time to join the presiden- 
tial flight to Beijing. Somehow he was able to 
put together a group of investors in former Fi- 
nance Secretary Jose Pardo, former GMA-7 
head Menardo Jimenez and Antonio Cojuang- 
co Jr, who was then head of PLDT, the largest 
telecommunications firm in the country. 


No easy feat 

Putting together such a major project as a 
satellite beam in the country was no easy feat 
but Chua’s business acumen, skills and experi- 
ences prepared him for it. 

Born to a typical Chinese family, he lived in 
San Jose, Nueva Ecija, during the early years of 
his life. His father, who opened a lumber and 
hardware business, required the children, es- rz А 
pecially Francis, the only son, to work at an ear- п i шл dime десета 
lyage. 1 اشا م کہ‎ 

Chua shares he reached an expertise where 
he no longer needed the scales to tell him the 
weight of the nails he was selling (nails used to 
be sold by weight). He quickly leamed to add 
and multiply using the abacus as calculators 
‘were non-existent then in ће provinces. 

‘That training helped him years later when 
he took up Industrial Engineering at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines where computations 
were made on a slide rule. He graduated cum 
laude from the graduating class of nine which 
started with three sections in their freshman 
year. 

That Chua relates well with all kinds of peo- 
ple may be gleaned from the numerous schools 
he enrolled in. He attended three schools in el- 
ementary and for high school he was enrolled 
in Xavier School. 

‘At Xavier, he did well in the entrance exams 
except for English, The principal called the fa- 
ther to say he needed a tutor. 


Work to excel 

“Right there and then my father said no. My 
son does not need a tutor,” Chua recalls his fa- 
ther telling the principal. 

His father’s reaction proved to be a turning 
point in the young Chua. “My father gave me 
confidence and recognition.” 

This made him work hard to excel. When he 
got enrolled in Xavier, he and his sisters lived in ори 
a relative's place in Valenzuela, then part of Bu- ps ie tatag 
Jacan province. During rides from Bulacan to | RD ERAN 
Xavier, he would study his lessons. а тара 

Or he would analyze the buildings along the 
"way applying geometry lessons specially on 
angles and structures. “Whatever I learned in 
class I automatically applied,” he says. 

At home, he willed himself to watch televi- 
sion for only 30 minutes every week. 

He fondly recalls why he made that choice. 
“One Saturday while watching a group of 
singers on TY it suddenly occurred to me that 
they (the singers) were making а living while 
Tm wasting my time.” д. iie 

But other than focusing his spare time to Nokia Store Branches: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas! 
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FROM BAGUIO ТО BORACAY 
and now to Bohol. 

Spurred by its successful foray 
into the hotel and resort business ' 
with Microtel, the Hernandez-del 
Pilar group is moving to strike out 
оп its own with its wholly-owned 
Amorita Resort in Panglao Island, 
Bohol. 

‘Amorita Managing Director 
Marivic Н. del Pilar said her 
group was encouraged by the sol- 
dd results of its partnership with 
the Phinma Group in Microtel 
Baguio and Microtel Boracay 
over the past four years that they 
decided to try its hand in market- 
ing and managing its own brand. 
of hotels. 

(The group is not parting ways 
with Phinma which, through its 
Paramount Management Co., will 
тап Amori- 
ta). 

“we felt 
that with 
ош experi 
ence in run- 
ning two 
successful 
hotels, we're 
ready to ex- 
periment 
and expand 
in the busi- MARIVIC DEL 


ness with PILAR: Solo bid 
ош own 


brand,” said del Pilar, a scion of 
the Hernandez family which runs 
Victory Liner, the countrys 
biggest bus company. “Our goal is 
to be present in all tourism hot 
spots in the country. If we are suc- 
cessful with Amorita, our next 


destination is Palawan. 

‘After overseeing two key Mi- 
crotel branches in the country 
(Baguio in 2003 and Boracay in 
2006), Del Pilar said the group 
has narrowed down the chal- 
lenges in the hotel business to 
two—maintenance and people 
management. 

“You always plan it to be perfect 
but when you use it for daily opera- 
tion, what you planned is not prac- 
tical or the design is wrong. Aes- 
thetics is against practicality” del 
Pilar said. “Мо matter how much 
you perfect, you just can't." 


Key hurdles 

Del Pilar said people manage- 
ment was one of the key hurdles 
in running the business largely 
because they were in the service 
industry "The product is intangi- 
ble. How do you balance good 
service and people? How do you 
pick the right crew? Its a tough 
balancing act,” said Del Pilar. 

Del Pilar said they chose Amor- 
ita's сїйї side location, which of- 
fers a 180-degree view of Panglao 
Island’s white sand beach, be- 


WHITE sand beach 
in Panglao Island 


cause it wanted to cater to Euro- 
pean tourists, particularly from 
England, Germany and Russia, 
that were not yet being catered to 
byrresort operators. 

“Most of the tourists in Panglao 
are Europeans who long for Bora- 
cay's unspoiled charms 20 years 
ago," said Del Pilar. 

‘While building Amorita, Del 
Pilar said her group brushed up 
оп the European travel circuit by 
participating in the world's 
largest tourism fair, the Interna- 
tional Tourism Bourse in Berlin. 

Del Pilar said they also consulted 
with the various ambassadors of 
major European countries to learn 
more about the travel and spending 
habits of their countrymen. 


European tourists 

“We learned that Europeans 
mostly spend their annual two- 
week holidays in tropical coun- 
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tries like the Philippines. If they 
come here, they usually make a 
stop over first in Banawe, then 
they go Palawan for the second 
Jeg, and choose either Boracay or 
Cebu for their last leg. We think 
that Bohol is fast becoming a part 
of this European circuit,” said Del 
Pilar 

Panglao Island is 20 minutes 
away from the Tagbilaran airport 
and is serviced by the major 
Philippine carriers. 

Amorita has 20 deluxe rooms 
but Del Pilar said its 12 pool villas 
were the resort’s main attraction 
because European tourists travel 
mostly as couples. “Each villa has 
its own plunge pool and jacuzzi 
because the foreigners want 
more privacy. The deluxe rooms 
are for Filipinos who prefer to 
travel in groups," del Pilar said. 

The resort is currently on a dry 
run. Gil Gabacungan Л: 


Durian industry launches campaign 
to promote ‘King of Fruits’ 


DAVAO CITY—A FOREIGN 
tourist, who got to taste durian 
for the first time when he visited 
the Philippines, was overheard to 
have exclaimed that the fruit 
“smells like hell but tastes like 
heaven.” 

Its an experience shared by 
many other tourists and an in- 
creasing number of fruit lovers 
across the country who have be- 
come hooked to the rich and 
creamy taste of what is referred 
toas the “King of Fruits." 

This development can be at- 
tributed in part to the aggressive ef- 
forts of industry organizations to i 
troduce durian to the Filipino 
palate and to establish a wider 
mainstream domestic market. 

One such group is the Davao- 
based Mindanao Fruit Industry 
Council (Minfruit), which regu- 
larly organizes durian festivals 
across the country to entice more 
Filipinos in the Visayas and Luzon 
to make the fruit part of their reg- 
ular diets. 

“Eating durian is an acquired 
taste. Through the durian festi- 
vals, we want Filipinos in other 
parts of the country to taste the 
fruit and find out why Davaoefios 
go crazy over it,” says Antonio 
Partoza, president of Minfruit. 


US firm . 


From page B4 


certified organic coconuts and re- 
tain the mother of vinegar—a 
colony of bacteria cultures—as a 
truly raw product. 

‘According to company chief 
executive Brian Н. Shilhavy, who 
founded the firm with his Filipina 
wife Marianita, they had the idea 
of selling VCO over the Internet 
in 2000 after having lived at the 
foothills of Mt. Banahaw. 

* (did) not really expect peo- 
ple to order it because it was a bit 
expensive since we had to hire 
people to make the oil, and ship- 
ping cost a lot because of the 
weight,” Shilhavy said. 

“We were so surprised when 
people started ordering, and then 
re-ordering it because they felt so 
great after using it,” he added. 
“They told us there was no other 
coconut ой like it on the market.” 

“Before long we had business- 
es contacting us asking how to or- 
der itin bulk,” he said. “So we dis- 
cussed how we could mass pro- 
duce this kind of oil, and almost 
abandoned the product because 
we didn't want to lose the tradi- 
tional way of making it.” 


[ 


Partoza says the festivals have. 
been effective marketing tools, as 
local demand for the fruit contin- 
ues to rise. 

He recalled that in last 
year’s durian festival in 
Cebu, more than 100 
crates of durian were 
sold within a few 
hours of the festi- 
val's opening. 

“All our stocks 
were sold out and ,- 
the exhibitors con- | 
tinued to receive 
additional orders 
after the festival 
We were pleasantly sur- 
prised to learn that a lot of 
Cebuanos have already ac- 
quired a taste for the fruit,” he 
says. 


Potential bestseller 

Partoza, a lawyer by profession 
who has ventured into durian 
production, believes durian has 
the potential to become a "best- 
seller” in the domestic fruit mar- 
ketin the coming years 

The key to achieving this, he 
explains, is for industry members 
io further improve product quali- 
ty and current marketing prac- 
tices, "This will entice more Fil- 
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ipinos to go beyond the durian's 
strong smell and buy the fruit be- 
cause of its rich taste and health 
benefits.” 

The Minfruit, in partnership 
with the Durian Growers Council 
of Region XI, recently conducted 
a Durian Techno-Market Forum. 
‘The two-day event was supported 
by USAID's Growth with Equity in 
Mindanao (GEM) Program, 
which has been working with 
Minfruit to improve the competi- 
tiveness of Mindanao's fruit in- 
dustry 


“This forum imparted the lat- 
est production technologies and 
relevant market information 
needed by growers and buyers,” 
Partoza explains. 

The event also provided a 
venue for growers and other in- 
dustry stakeholders to exchange 
farming experiences and best 
practices. 

Government researchers 
were present to discuss rele- 
vant industry topics, including 
pest and disease management, 
post-harvest handling, market 
development and trading and 
consolidation. 

Partoza says the future looks 
bright for the durian industry 
“Members of the industry are 
looking forward to the day when 
durian will be included in every 
Filipino family's fruit basket,” he 
says. 

Durian is grown predominant- 
ly in Southern Mindanao, partic- 
ularly in the Davao Region. In- 
dustry figures show that 7,000 
hectares of the region's farmland 
is planted to durian. The area an- 
nually produces 18,000 metric 
tons of the fruit, which are 
shipped to markets in Mindanao 
and key cities in the Visayas and 
Luzon. 
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er in Chinese encircled a word in 
his essay and told him there was 
no such character. Chua was so 
sure of the word that he asked his 
teacher to check his own dictio- 
тагу. 

‘True enough there was such а 
character. 

“But proving yourself right is 
not exactly good,” Chua points 
ош. Despite having the highest б- 
nal grade, the teacher did not 
award Chua the first honor for 
Chinese. It went to another class- 
mate with a lower grade. 

‘Chua went to the principal to 
plead his case. The principal asked 
him to just keep the incident to 
himself and gave him a medal in 
recognition of his achievement. 

“Next year the teacher was 
nowhere to be found in school,” 
Chua relates. 

But he says he felt bad and the 
effect was that to this 
day, Chua does not 


So he approached a family friend, 
‘who was with the Pacific Banking 
Corp., who endorsed him to an 
American bank who gave him a 
certification. He got the visa. 

“But after getting it, 1 went back 
to the banker who helped me to 
thank him and he talked to me and 
gave me all the reasons why I 
should not go. He told me, ‘I have 
observed you and you know how 
to deal. Lets put up a company. 
‘And if you have any problems with 
any government official, call me!” 


Having connections 

Chua knows the value of know- 
ing people and having connec- 
tions. 

Back їп college, his father 
tasked him to work on the renewal 
of their sawmill license from the 
Bureau of Forestry in Quezon City, 
near UR 

For weeks, Chua went to the bu- 
reau almost daily to follow up on 

their application. But 
the staff seemed to 


fire employees. Tf уоп work slow. Worse, the 


^ just explain to 
them that this is your 


format of the applica- 
tion was revised, зо 


problem and 1 hope SUTVIVE Chua was forced to 


ме can correct it. Af- 


start all over again by 


ter some time some of UP filling up the new ap- 
э 


them leave on their 
own.” 


esting theory about 


plication form. 


> He never lost his 
Chua has an imer. YOU Will coot though, He pa 


tiently filled up the 


employees. While SUTVIVE new form, submitted 


some employers 


what were required, 


would expect 100 the and listened to what 


percent performance 
from their people, 


the staff there were 
talking about—par- 


, 
Chua is satisfied if an world ticularly when the 


employee сап get two 
things out of 10 done. 

“If they can meet 50 percent, 
they do not need a job, they will 
qualify as entrepreneurs," says 
Chua, who now has about 500 em- 
ployees. 

Besides, he says, if you ask him 
to do things and he is not able to 
do it, you will become frustrated. 
Of course, he adds, this is just for 
the rank and file. 

Chua at present is into various 
business fields—stock brokerage, 
real estate development, semi- 
conductors, and, once, steel manu- 
facturing. 

He attributes his business suc- 
cess to having studied in the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines where he 
had to go through what he de- 
scribed as its "nightmare enroll- 
ment system" and professors who 
made your life miserable but gave. 
good raining. 

“If you survive UB you will sur- 
vive the world,” he states. 

Graduating valedictorian from 
Xavier, Chua was offered scholar- 
ships from the different colleges. 

Although the tendency was to 
go to Ateneo, which is also run by 
the Jesuits, same as Xavier, he opt- 
ей to go to UP to experience what 
he felt was the real world. 

ЧЕТ go to the Jesuits again, 1 will 
be too far from reality. I will be liv- 
ing inanivory tower,” he says 

He believed so much in the UP 
experience that his two daughters 
also went to the state university. 
His son spent a couple of years in 
the UP College of Law before go- 
ing to Harvard. 

‘When martial law was declared 
in 1972, right after Chua graduat- 
ed from UB he thought of going to 
and working in the US. 

"Tor somebody who was trained 
in UP martial law was not accept- 
able. felt there was no future in 
the country” he says 

But he could not get a US visa. 


head of the bureau 
started talking. 

“4 would sit there listening, 1 
heard that his roof leaked, his 
pump was broken, etc.” 

Finally, Chua one day mustered 
enough courage and approached 
the bureau chief. He introduced 
himself as someone from the con 
struction business and that maybe 
he could help fix the man's house. 

Naturally it worked. Chua got 
thelicense. 

But going back to his plan to go 
to the US, Chua said his banker 
friend talked him out of it. He says 
hejust decided to help his parents, 
particularly on some legal prob- 
Jems his father faced in relation to 
his businesses. 

1с was not long after that Chua 
decided to go into business him- 
self. He put up a hardware in Az- 
carraga in Manila in April 1974, 
with his banker friend giving 
P200,000 as seed money: 

Chua says that by November 
that year, he returned everything 
to the banker. But the bank official 
gave it back to Chua the following 
month to ensure his business 
‘would be stable. 

‘Chua says since then he had 
been giving the banker P200,000 
every year. 


Secret 

‘And it was only two years later 
thatthe banker told him a secret. It 
was his mother who had talked to 
the banker to dissuade Francis 
from leaving the country. 

Chua says his mother told the 
banker, “You are an only son, how 
would you feel if you went abroad 
and leftyour parents alone?" 

But it tumed out for the best. 
‘And Chua continued to put up 
businesses. 

“Lowe it all to my parents who 
pushed me and challenged me. I 
always have to be better than my- 
self” 


HOW COULD A PERSON BE 
punched, kicked and spat upon, 
yet remain composed? How on 
earth could a group of people 
repeatedly absorb hateful 
taunts and ethnic slurs without 
retaliating in kind? What would 
motivate a person willingly to 
endure the emotional humilia- 
tion and physical abuse of an 
adversary? 


Aleader’s way 

In 1957, Martin Luther King 
Jr. spelled out his peaceful strat- 
egy of nonviolent resistance to 
racism in America. 

“At the center of nonviolence 
stands the principle of love. In 
struggling for human dignity 
the oppressed people of the 
world must not allow them- 
selves to become bitter or in- 
dulge in hate campaigns. To re- 
taliate with hate and bitterness 
would do nothing but intensify 
the hate in the world. Along the 
way of life, someone must have 


Principled leadership 


sense enough and morality 
enough to cut off the chain of 
hate. This can be done only by 
projecting the ethics of love to 
the center of our lives.” 

Martin Luther King’s princi- 
pled leadership inspired a gen- 
eration of young civil rights 
protestors to embrace the 
peaceful strategy of nonviolent 
resistance—even when they en- 
dured violent acts of bigotry. 


Monumental protest 

‘The history of the civil rights 
movement in America is filled 
with stories of heroism in the 
face of hatred. But perhaps no 
single incident tested King's 
principle of. nonviolent resis- 
tance better than Bloody Sun- 
day—the name historians have 
attached to а monumental 
protest march in Alabama. 

On March 7, 1965, around 
600 civil rights marchers 
planned to walk from Selma, Al- 
abama, to the state courthouse 


A LEADER” 


in Montgomery. In accordance 
to Dr. King’s strategy of nonvio- 
lent resistance, they were 
peacefully protesting the ha- 
rassment which prevented 
blacks from voting. On the out- 
skirts of Selma, the marchers ar- 
rived at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge where they encountered 
a blockade of state troopers and 
local patrolmen. 

Despite wamings not to cross 
the bridge, the protestors forged 
forward and were viciously at- 
tacked. The troopers and patrol- 
men struck them with billy clubs, 
whipped them, stabbed them 


with cattle prods and showered 
them with tear gas. 

‘Amazingly, the marchers 
chose not to fight back, and 
were beaten mercilessly. Jour- 
пай snapped horrific pictures 
of the violence to capture its 
brutality. Images of bruised and 
bloodied protestors quickly 
flooded the news outlets to give 
America a sickening glimpse of 
the assault. 


Moral victory 

By holding true to the prin- 
ciple of nonviolence, the Sel- 
ma marchers were able to 
prick America's conscience 
with the moral justification of 
their cause. Their message of 
freedom and equality spoke 
loudly through their silence as 
they underwent painful beat- 
ings. By sacrificing their physi- 
cal well-being, the protestors 
at Selma won a major moral 
victory for the cause of 
African-Americans in the Ui 


ed States. 

‘Martin Luther King, through 
his unwavering belief that love 
was more powerful than hate, 
transformed the way we view 
race in America. His principled 
leadership of brave civil rights 
protestors helped to make the 
dream of equal rights a reality 
for blacks across the country. 

Formore thoughts on principled 
leadership, visit the Ivey Business 
Journal's online site and browse 
Principled Leadership: Taking the 
Hard Right by authors Gerard H. 
Seijts and Hon. David Kilgour at 
http://www.iveybusinessjour- 
па[сот. 

Юг information оп John 
Maxwell's in-house or public 
leadership or teamwork work- 
shops, please e-mail us at binger- 
icta@gmailcom or call 813- 
2049/2732 and ask for Jesi or 
Bing. Text MAXWELL ON to 4632 
(Smart) to get daily SMS leader- 
ship insighis from John Maxwell 
God bless! 
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Young, soft voices help farmers 
learn good business practices 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—FARMERS, WHO HARDLY 
find time listening to educational radio 
broadcasts before heading for their rice fields, 
can soon learn a thing or two about business 
management from Jeda Sofla. 

Sofia's soft voice, which teaches listeners 
about basic accounting and mathematics, will 
soon come their way, courtesy of compact 
discs (CDs) produced by the advocacy net- 
‘work Tsinelas.net. 

Sofia, 20, has been spending her free time 
recording the business manuals prepared by 
the Department of Agrarian Reform for its 
beneficiaries. 

She has been recruiting other-college stu- 
dents to help her. 


Accessible to anyone 

Sofla, a commerce student of the Universi- 
ty of Baguio, said it was the least they could 
do. She grew up in a farming community in 
the outskirts of Itogon, Benguet, a mining 
town. 

New approaches to farming and agricultural 
business may be accessible to everyone, she said. 

But she is aware of how much information 
actually trickles down to the farms. 

Sofia said the only “technology” frequently 
accessed by farmers in the provinces is televi- 
sion and radio sets, mobile phones and DVD 
players. 

The DVD and CD recordings are being pro- 
duced for free by ThinkLab, а firm that was con- 
tracted to develop an online university for DAR 


Think out of the box 

Elmer Soriano, Thinklab president, said 
Tsinelas.net wants the government to think 
out of the box. 

He said educators need more accessible av- 
enues, like the pirated DVD chains or texting, 
to disseminate technology and new knowl- 
edge obtained by the government. 

Soriano said the “DAR University (or DAR 
U)" offers the government a new medium for 
transmitting agriculvure-related information. 
The online university is officially called the 
DAR Program Beneficiaries Development 
(PBD) University and cen be accessed 
through htp://darserverneoversi- 
ty.com.ph/classrooms. 


Comfort inside is coupled with convenience outside thé 
commercial, residential, institutional, and service establishments, like Market Маке! 


DAR U last month “graduated” six govern- 
ment employees, who are now certified to 
teach community-based social health insur- 
ance to agrarian reform beneficiaries. 

Soriano said these new teachers helped de- 
velop the microfinance modules for the DAR 
‘Agraryong Pangkalusugan program in a train- 
ing course held in Quezon City. 

He said DAR U “is intended to grow into the. 
online training platform for DAR front liners 
in over 1,600 [towns]." 

But Soriano said the government-spon- 
sored online education still does not reach 
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grassroots beneficiaries as much as the gov- 
ernment wants. 

Soriano said he is discussing this problem 
with experts, hoping to draw volunteers who 
would willingly translate the manuals in the 
vernacular. 

He said the government's bigger challenge 
is to get farmers attention. 

Learning, he said, depends on an individu- 
als pace, and this is how the Thinklab's CDs 
and DVDs hope to address. 

Volunteers who want to join the advocacy 
can log onto www.volunteer.thinklab.com.ph. 
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Manila Golf and Country Club and so much more. 


Enjoy the Best of Both Worlds, in and out, here at The Fort Residences. 


RT 


FO 


ENG 


28-storéy Residential Condominium. 
1, 2 and 3-BR Loft/Flat Units Available. 


LUBRICANT; 


EXPANSION OPPORTUNITY 
PORTA VAGA MALL 


Is looking for franchises and anchor stores 
for its new mall in Baguio City! 


Located right at the heart of Session Road - an adjacent 
part of the Baguio Cathedral. à 


For interested franchises/stores who wish to expand their stores. 


CONTACT 
Antonette W. Aswigui 
Marketing Department 
Porta Vaga Mall 
Session Road. Baguio City 
Tel. No. (6374444-2999 
Telefax (6374)304-0109 
0917-8291981 or 0917-5071070 
e-mail: portavagal@yahoo.com.ph 
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е home as well. Located at the Fort Bonifacio Global City and within the vicinity of major healthcare, 


tl, PriceSmart, the upcoming St. Luke's Medical Center, The Fort Strip, 
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ROBINSONS LAND 
CORPORATION 


The Property Developer of Choice 


636-0888 • 0922-8380888 
www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph 
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US firm develops aichara product 
: for healthy food market 


1 By Ronnel W. Domingo 


Ў АМ AMERICAN FIRM THAT PIO- 
neered selling virgin coconut oil in the 
United States announced it had expand- 
ed its product line with the introduction 
of “atchara,” which is marketed head-to- 
head with Korea's kimchi, India's chut- 
ney and Germany's sauerkraut. 

Wisconsin-based Tropical Traditions 
Inc, which specializes in organic food 


products, many of which come from the 
Philippines, said it took five years to de- 
velop the atchara, whichit described as a 
fermented dish made with unripe raw 
green papaya in coconut water vinegar. 

“Unlike most atchara products found 
in the Philippines today, (our) product 
contains organic ingredients supplied by 
small-scale family producers,” the firm. 
said, 

“Instead of using white refined sugar, 


for example, they use the higher quality 
organic muscabado sugar produced by 
fair trade and organic methods among a 
cooperative of small farmers,” it added. 

Further, Tropical Traditions said the 
papaya variety it uses for its atchara was 
the Philippine native papaya, which of- 
ten grows wild in rural areas and pro- 
duces a smaller, more potent fruit than 
imported varieties. 

‘The company added that the most dif- 


ficult ingredient to develop was the or- 
ganic coconut water vinegar base, which 
further differentiates the product from 
other atchara which use distilled white 
vinegar. 

‘Tropical Traditions said it worked with 
experts at the University of the Philip- 
pines for several years to develop an in- 
cubation system that could produce 
clean coconut water vinegar from their 
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Metro living is closer 
than you think. 


How far will you go to get close to 
everything? 
This question has been a modern day 
mystery, Everyone whos ever worked 
in the Makati and Bonifacio business 
districts have always searched for a 
place that balances the convenience of 
living close to work and play, the 
comforts of modem urban living and 
the ease of paying for it. Finally, the 
search ends with Cypress Towers. 
ASHE 
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sese] While this residential community 

4 enjoys proximity to offices in the 
Makati CBD-and Bonifacio Global City 
ity residents are never too far from 
trusted schools: hospitals and major 
commercial establishments. Its perfect 
location makes it accessible Ма public 
trangsatt through 3 major highways - 
EDSA, E5 and SLEX. It's also just a 
few minutes away from the airport, 
which makes it ideal for the'jet-setting 
balikbayans. 
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The high life reaches its peak at this new 
3-tower, 20-storey residential community. 
A first-of-its-kind high-rise, Cypress Towers 
features a pinwheel configuration that 
allows optimal natural lighting and 
ventilation. And with only 3 to 4 units per 
wing, residents are sure to enjoy utmost 
exclusivity and privacy. 
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EE A strong heritage brings you the 


helght of modern living 

Cypress Towers i» а joint venture project 
between DMCI Homes and Crown 
Equities, inc. Its indeed the smart choice 
because this beautifully balanced 
residential community is managed and 
developed by triple-A builder/developer 
ОМС! Homes, With a heritage that spans 
Over 50 years, ОМС! Homes keeps its 
commitment to creating urban-friendly 
and premium quality homes while 
understanding its customers’ needs. At 
the end of the day, you can sit back and 
relax, knowing you've made а smart 
choice with a unit at Cypress Towers 


Cypress Towers completes the ideal 
cosmopolitan life with Из resortlike 
amenities. Relax and take a refreshing dip 
at the swimming pool, Let the kids run 
around the children's, playground. Hang 
out with friends at the various recreational 
f areas such as the sky lounge, viewing deck, 
z the indoor and al fresco dining areas, as 
well as the multi-purpose function room. 
Ог even take brisk walks along the jogging 
paths, Truly, the possibilities are endless 
here at Cypress Towers. 
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Finally, úrbanliving is a breeze 
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A Smart Living concept by 


Call (02) 888-3333 or visit www.dmcihomes.com today. 
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The Philippines and France 
mark 60 years of vibrant 
diplomatic relations 


hino Roces Bridge 


hed Francia B 
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PAINTER Paul Gauguin, 
who worked and lived in the studio 

at 65 Boulevard Arago, Paris 13, maintained 
by the Mayor of the City of Paris 


By Virginia R. Moreno 
Contributor 


HAT FRANCIA DO I 
W mean? The State, the Re- 
public of France. And the 


diplomats between our two re- 
publics celebrating 60 years of 
Philippines-France diplomatic re- 
lations from June 26 on to what is 
more popularly called July 14 
Bastille Day of the French Revolu- 
tion on the cry of Liberté! Egalite! 
Fraternité! 

During the Martial Law regime here, it was 
the Ambassador of France alone under the tri- 
color flag who could afford to host safely a hun- 
dred Francophiles with the (secret) activists on 
Bastille Day in the handsomest embassy man- 
sion in Forbes Park. 

The first time we met, he drew his sword, 
and struck a bottle of precious French cham- 
pagne to gush over the garden pool. After such 
flair, His Excellency conferred on a select num- 
ber of artists and writers the French Republic 
Honors for Arts and Letters: painter Arturo Luz, 
sculptor Napoleon Abueva, music ethno-elec- 
tronic composer Dr. Jose Maceda, cultural an- 
thropologist Fr. Gabriel Casal and poet-play- 
wright Virginia R. Moreno. 

Note that ambassadors here and there in 
Paris represent their countries. Thus, their 
miniature country flags Ay from their chauf- 
feured limousines, sporting 1,000 license num- 
ber plates that guarantee diplomatic immunity 
from road rage or traffic violations. But this im- 
munity of safety is inutile from blow-ups by ter- 
rorists elsewhere in this besieged world. 

1 still see our ambassador who was bombed 
in his Jakarta embassy gate; he's trying painful- 
ly to enter a taxi, no more flags flying. Truly, 
diplomats, like artists and writers, are also foot 
soldiers. But our Magna Carta of Human Rights 
for Artists and Writers in the Unesco Paris Con- 
vention for Protection of Artistic Expressions 
(along with the Berne Convention for. Protec- 
tion of Intellectual Property Rights) and all uni- 
versal protections for us artists and writers 
have yet to be enforced. 

Оп my arrival for the celebration in Paris of 
the 60th year of Philippines-France diplomatic 
relations, I offered my Perfume Prayer: 

Lord Healer! 

Receive the hurt soul of this foot soldier 

flying via first class Air Express for the 

first time from all Man's Wars... 

On the eve of my flight to Paris, 1 was 
stopped on Chino Roces bridge by barbed 
wires, a fire truck, an armor tank, with helmet- 
ed, shielded, armed-for-battle soldiers: Was the 
Palace besieged again? I was on my way to a 
nice convent school girl's recital of Commande 
Sur Masques (Order for Masks), my tribute to. 
Picasso's clowns. 

Now, as in playing over and over a fugue, 
who else of Francia do I mean that transcends 
tragedies of the modern world? The Poet, as the 
voice of France. Like Paul Valery whose elegies 
foretell the chaos of his time in the line- 

Europe, cest fini! 

No! The European Union summiteers de- 
clare that Europe is not lost, is not dead. In our 
century of new wars and old chaos, All-Europe 
has only to begin to act once more as one... 
here, with our new desparecidos. 


Van Gogh, Picasso 

On to Francia, I mean the Painter, native or 
adopted. As the Dutch Van Gogh, between 
seclusions in a St. Remy insane asylum, burst- 
ing out into constellation with his “Starry 
Nights.” To whom another Poet, a half-century 
Jater, attributed the healing of this broken plan- 
et 

I is his lunacy alone that made whole 

Europe's cracked mind. 

‘And another painter, the Spanish Picasso, 
adopted by France, in fact, of the free world of 
the arts after the carnage of Guernica. Through 
him, I reached Francia. Walking from my em- 
bassy home as a self-exile in 1973 to the Ecole 
Militaire Metro, I avoided the temptation of 
buying even one little toy soldier of Napoleon 
for the delight of the four boys I left in Manila, 
then under Martial Law, in this toy store of au- 
thentic armies of all known wars, (fittingly) 
across the Ecole Militaire of France. Only to 
‘walk into a newspaper kiosk that had the se- 
date Le Monde blaring with the headline: 

Francois dead! Picasso lives on! 

Only in France would a newspaper juxtapose 
the mortal death of the Generalissimo against. 
the immortal life of the Painter. 


=a 
NOKIA 


FEATURES: 
* VGA Camera Phone (Still Picture & Video) 
MMS capable 
Color screen 
FM Stereo Radio 
Integrated Handsfree Speaker 


KIA 


For inquiries, cal the SMART Hotline: 888-1111. 
‘alae at all SMART Wireless Center nationwide. 
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Promo runs from June 30 o July 30 2007, Per DTNCR Permit No 2858, Series of 2007. 
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BARLEY. Black and gold merge to create a strong sense of character 


in this design 
mirrors and high-gloss finishes. 


Шу, 


iven a further edge by retro-classic furniture, carved 
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and then some 


fully furnished place and 

move into it with the least bit 
of effort, you're exactly the home 
buyer Century Properties had in 
mind when it launched its fully 
fitted, fully furnished and fully 
serviced residential development 
concept. 

‘The creative team of Century Properties 
will integrate the highly acclaimed fully fit- 
ted, fully furnished and fully serviced con- 
cept into The Gramercy Residences, the on- 
ly 24/365 hyper-amenitized luxury high- 
rise in the Philippines 

Located within the progressive develop- 
ment called Century City, in the heart of 
what is now being called “MoMa,” or Mod- 
ern Makati, it is the first tower to rise 
among Century City's cluster of ultra-exclu- 
sive residences. 


І F YOUR DREAM IS TO BUY A 


"Top interior designer Chat Fores infused a 
fresh perspective to classic themes resulting in 
functional, stylish and global-inspired interior 
Concepts: suburban-contemporary Lush; 
Aftican-inspired Savannah; pristinely Oriental 
Azuli; modern and masculine Barley; minimal- 
ist but funky Sleek; and opulent Aristo. 

{ris always good to have interiors that can 
last for years,” Fores explains. “But this 
doesn't mean you can't play around with 
eclectic designs. For The Gramercy, 1 used in- 
spirations from Old World, suburban to retro 
and even Oriental.” 

All interior themes are unique as they are 
flexible, assures Fores. “Families down to the 
successful corporate executive will surely find 
а design that will perfectly suit their styles 
and preferences, and these themes are versa- 
tile enough to accommodate additional per- 
sonal touches.” 

‘The Gramercy boasts of amenities and fea- 
tures never before attempted anywhere else 
in the world. It will introduce the 24 by 365 
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BATH House Collection soap dish, P39.75; 
lotion dispenser, P79.75; toothbrush holder, 
P49.75: tumbler, P39.75; tissue cover, 

P99.75: flower vase, P449.75; artificial flower, 
P99.75; flower vase, P449.75; artificial flower, 
P99.75; Home Essentials face towels, P34.75 
‘each; Home Essentials hand towels, P79.75 
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KYOWA\juice extractor, P990 
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LUSH. Enjoy the comforts of living in an inviting contemporary style. 
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AZULI. An interplay of arresting blue, pristine white and butter 
yellow adorn this lively pad, topped off with complementary Oriental 


accent pieces. 


SLEEK. Neutral shades combined with dazzling silver, reflective light fixtures and funky artwork make this pad truly 


stylish and unique. 


dynamic—the same lifestyle that the entire 
Century City shall espouse where all services, 
from food to technical assistance, will be ac- 
cessible 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year. 

‘As a hyper-amenitized luxury residential 
tower, The Gramercy will feature the most 
number of amenities ever applied to a Philip- 
pine residential development. The Gramercy 
will feature five kinds of unique interiors in 
studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, three- 
bedroom and loft configurations. 

In addition to the Sky Park with waterfalls, 
infinity pools, a designer restaurant and a 
health club set 30 stories above the ground, 
traversing each one of the residential buildings, 
"The Gramercy will have three kinds oF gyms, 
three types of pools, a yoga/Pilates room, a day- 
care center and a children’s playground; a DVD 
library and THX theater; a massage and spa 
center; and ample storage spaces. 

The best feature of living at the Gramercy 
by far is that it is located within Century 
City--a fully masterplanned integrated devel- 
‘opment by the world-renowned Jon Jerde of 
the Jerde Partnership International, and the 
premiere Filipino architecture and urban 
planning firm Palafox Associates. It will com- 
prise entertainment and shopping centers, 
three Grade A office buildings in Макан on- 


LIFESTYLE Collecti 
12-рїесе coffee cup and 
saucer set, P349.75 


SUNNEX 28 cm fry ` 
pans, P629.75 each 


Home fair offers 
discounts and prizes 


FIND QUALITY HOME ITEMS АТ 
reasonable prices at Robinsons Department 
Store's (RDS) "Open House" Home Fair ongo- 
ing this month, 

Jumpstart your decorating with an assort- 
ment of accessories. Get real deals with well- 
crafted dining and kitchen fundamentals. 
Wow guests with modish mugs, quaint cups 
and saucers, glassware, fruit forks, party trays 
and more. Beat bedroom bedlam with classy 
and comfortable bedding ensembles. 

‘Turn your boring bathroom into a cozy cor- 
ner. If storage is your problem, RDS has a 
‘wide collection of storage solutions, from box 
organizers to food keepers. 

Robinsons’ new brand, Simply Storage, is 
now exclusively available at RDS. Stylish can- 
vass organizers like laundry hampers, shoe 
shelves and stackable organizers will make 
even your mess look great. 

Aside from discounted purchases, RDS offers. 
‘numerous promos exclusive for the Home Fair. 

In the Purchase with Purchase promo, get 
the underbed storage for only P349.75 (origi- 
nally priced at P460) and the laundry hamper 
for only P499.75 (originally at P799.75) for a 
minimum P500 single receipt purchase from 
the Homelines Department. 

Citibank cardholders also get a treat as se 
lected Home Fair items are now available at 
zero-percent, three to 12 months Paylite In- 
stallment Plan, making their terms of pay- 
ment easier. 

RDS will give out 40 Kyowa stand fans, 20 


Kyowa microwave ovens, 20 American Home 
washing machines and 20 Sanyo 14-inch col- 
or TVs in a raffle promo. Shoppers will be en- 
titled to a raffle entry for every Р500 single or 
accumulated receipts of purchase from the 
Homelines Department. 

Catch the cooking and flower arrangement 
demos by Tefal, Meyer and Sunnex at Robin- 
sons Department Store Galleria, Ermita, 
Metro East and Festival. Visit each branch to 
check out the available dates. 

RDS’ “Open House” Home Fair is ongoing 
until July 31 at all Robinsons Department 
Store branches in Robinsons Malls, Waltermart 
Malls, Nepomalls, Metropolis Star Alabang, 
Festival Mall Alabang and Limketkai Center 
Cagayan de Oro. Visit wwwzds.com.ph. 


‘TRENDSETTER Buy Me pillow 


ly IT park, a private recreational club, a luxu- 
ту hotel and an IT school that will be just a 
short walk or an elevator ride away from the 
residential towers. 

The one-bedroom, two-bedroom and 
three-bedroom flats and lofts available. 
Ownership starts at P18,000 a month with 
up to 25 years financing packages available. 
Call 8189025 or 0915-7002000, visit www. 
centurycity.com.ph. 


ARISTO. 
This elegant living 
space combines 
modern design with 
contrasting neutrals 
and tones, and 
touches of Old- 
World furniture. 


SIMPLY Storage handbag file, 
P549.75; stackable wooden 


and pillowcase, P399 each 


2-shelf organizer, P599.75; 
5-shelf organizer, P599.75 


SHAGGY bathmats, Р299.75-Р599.75 
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On my way to Chino Roces Bridge... I reached Francia 


From page Cl derk by day. Raving critics now say New award relations between France and the 

Between the chaos of two world | that he drew in ecstasy every leaf, Оп my way to Chino Roces Philippines with a slide-lecture by 
wars in his life, here is Jean T branch, tree and sky of this man- Bridge... 1 reached Francia, from the French Mare Tequi, 

Cocteau rising above his agony: made jungle exotica in reality, only the Bastille Days three cricvof the... reached Francia alone for the 
How ugly the happiness [sought intheheartofParis.Sincehenever French Revolution: Lib. celebration, 

How beautiful the pain I caught 4 v was able to travel out of France,  ertá/Egalité/Fraternité. | mean, IM Unesco Paris for the above 

No one as yet has sang this kind е this inspector of travelers offered associate Liberté, first, with Don Were Leticia R. Shahani and Lour- 
of epiphany by Cocteau over our 4 his painting to the mayor of his Chino Roces, the patriarchal pub. es Reyes Montinola, awardees of 
own tribe of artists who sought У i town, but he was mocked Foul His her of 50 years of Manila Times French Republic Honors. Like the 
sanetuary in France. painting rejected, before it was closed down by Маг. Senteel women that they are, they 

"The painter Vitalis, arriving on a Flashback to that 24 June day tial Law. And the image that re. Were silent on the absence of of 
boat in Marseilles before World 1 1 celebration of the founding of mained in my mind of Egalité is of Cil courtesies from the Philippine 
War I, has been adopted for life by | Manila, the ever loyal, ever noble Don Chino Roces, one of Manila's Republic here on our expected 
the town’s baker, butcher, one Café t City of Affections of Nick Joaquin. old gentry ina Tshirt and a towel Presence as three of the 30 Filip- 
уема tha lord of a chateau in i u3 То be conferred the Patmubay ng hanging Кот his neck, among inas in the Portraits Exhibit of Dis- 
Вау. THE NEW Indios Bravosin the courtyard of65 Boulevard Arago, Sining" Distinguished Manilans in drenched activists—students in guished Women in the Arts Lit 

a TW ee tho original Indios Bravos painters Juan Lunaand A's and Letters honors by the sneakers, factory workers and erature, Sciences, Social Services, 
Saguil, Sanso Felix Hidalgo Resurrecion had a studio like French painter Paul Mayor of Manila Gemiliano Lopez, jeepney drivers in rubber tire san- Law and Diplomacy. 

Nena Saguil, seated on one Gauguin--among them Ada Mabilangan (wife of Ambassador Felipe 5t. about six of the new Indios барай wet from hosing by fire. To the letter of felicitations from 
stool before her canvas on опе Mabilangan), artist Nena Saguil, Mila Gelvezon, linguist Maria Bravos. Unlike the Town Mayor men, and stopped from entering the French representative in the 
“small table also a dining, reading, 7 Magannon, music scholar Antonio Maigue, painter Juvenal Sanso, who mocked the painter Henri Mendiola Street towards the Cabinet of the Director General of 
ka Cai table), i Ambassador Mabilangan, artist Ofelia Gelvezon, Sandra L Moreno, |. Rousseal and his gf lopez, mie Palace by barbed wires, army ‘Unesco Paris, I replied with a quota- 
‘winter, wrapped in an olive army scholars Dr. E. Magannon and E. Caimoy to his grandfather, a cultured cal- tanks, helmeted, shielded and on from the French Belgian Mar- 
blanket, painting for 30 years in endarist and general of the Philip- armed soldiers led by generals. guerite Yourcenar when she was 
her tiny Rue de Светих об, across of his father in Paris, but this time, tureeard [bought froma SaintAn PNG Revolution, restored and ^ "The same way I was stopped, “ected as the first woman member 
the St Germain des- Pres-Abbey amid student rallies against the dre'des Artes that identifies a resi- lighted up the historic mural of before what is now named Chino ofthe Academie Francaise: 
iron fence, where street painters generals over the barricaded dentof the last century? Carlos "Botong" Francisco on the Roces. Away from the besieged Wier I think of those who are 
propped thelr works, a hawking bridge that was to be renamed af "Рац Gauguin, 65, bd Arago ston stages of life in Manila in pales. Deteured, on my way to "ot here, but should be here, I step 
that she vowed never to join. ter Don Chino Roces, now called Paris 13e" the Ceremonial Hall of the City Marilyn Golamco's 2007 celebra- aside and let their shadows pass be- 

Juvenal Sanso left the Manila Tatang! by the people. Gauguin must have painted Hall tion here of 60 years of diplomatic fore me. 
comfort zone of his Arte Español Most Manilans remember the пех door to Luna and Hidalgo? In 
family business only to paint lyri- Roces clan as publishers and writ- this atelier of the cité fleuries. 
tally of his boyhood Pasay and ersin their English dailies and one So they shared one studio, one 
Parafaque wetlands for Europe's Spanish La Vanguardia and Sun- courtyard, and one habitat? In one 
most prestigious galleries and col- day magazines. To the mass maga- county, France! A hundred and 
lectoss. zine reader, they were the publish- more years ago when they were 

From the third cry Fraternité! ers of Liwayway Among us who yet poor and obscure. Imagine 
recall the young student Marc Ro- flocked to the elegant Ideal The- Juan Luna mocked as Savage! Bru- 
сез with us—self-exiles, older ex- апе in Avenida Rizal for Greta tol And Picasso pushing a cart of 

atriates and gourmet chefown- Garbo to Vivien Leigh in “Gone his early paintings downhill from | тала, NG 
P of Aux Tes Philippines in with the Wind,” not many connect- Montmartre. I та, 
Paris -after Martial Law was de- ed the French-speaking Don Mar- If they shared tenancy in 65 
cared in 1972. cos Roces to world cinema. Isur- Boulevard Arago, we, the New In 

it was with the strict eyes of a prised even the French-edueated dios Bravos honoring them, in our 
painter that Nena Saguil first film director Ishmael Bernal when century-old Horel du Levant (dis 
Fighted us going to a Brazilian dis- Don Marcos Roces, with the then covered by India Brava Diana O), 
© (Filipinos will dance, wherever, French Ambassador addressed us found us at breakfast in its Salle 
Whenever), We were decried as in perfect French to pronounce: with a mural of Jardin des Plantes 
liberines instead of the Libertari — Cinema is now the eighth art fo atthe tum of the century, a copy of 
ams that we fancied ourselves to the seven classical arts. Its marriage a painting by Henri Rousseau, naif 
be. of art with technology is the latest painter by night and petty customs 

Not until the French culture- contribution ro 20th century civi- 

steeped young society of Manila, lization 
spearheaded by Mare Roces, Cyn- — Just as few, except my grateful 
thia Guevarra, Violet Ongsiako- seven scholars to the Paris Cinema 
Reyes, Tata Poblador and Ofelia Direct knew Jean Rouch, director 
Ortega, etched her to witness the of the Paris cinematheque. I paid 
Grand Army Parade of July 14, or homage to this great prize-win- 
Bong Daza set her up nights as res. ningdocumentarist of Africa. After 
ident artist in Aux Iles Philippines reporting to him that Raymond 
like Simone de Beauvoir in Café de Red, our scholar to the Munich 
Flore, or having read my homage Film Institute Workshop, not to his 
“to a painters Nude Descending а Paris Cinema Direct Atelier, won 
‘Staircase and joy complete (!), 1 the 2000 Cannes Film Festival 
“could bring her to the French, Chi- Grand Prix, Rouch, a very pi 
nese, and Russian circuses on my caresque French, took me to 
French Centre of Drama елпу breakfast at a café across the leg- 
‘pass, did she relent. endary piano night bar La Closerie 

When the news filtered to us— des Lilas. He took me there be- 
‘of the young girls fleeing as fight- cause, like a true documentarist 
ers in the mountains (think of my with an intelligence network, he 
"brothers signature models Maita learned that the rival German doc- 
Gomez and Nelia Sancho), we ac- umentarists take me there most 
‘tually danced away the horrors at nights. 
home. 


oe 
ZONE v» a 
"NO scm 


б New Indios 

Not a Pitoy mannequin Calling ourselves New Indios 

їп Paris later, Cynthia Guevarra Bravos, resident artists and writers 
became attache for culture, Violet of an original Manila café called 
Reyes a surgeon dermatologist, Indios Bravos (raided, and its 
and Tata Poblador a patron of the hosts brought to Camp Crame on 
aris, They learned later from Am- the last September days of Martial 
bassador Luis Moreno that 1 was іам), we arrived in Paris in 1989, 
not only a refugee relative in the with the imprimatur of the French- 
embassy house nor a frivolous speaking Foreign Affairs Secretary 
walking model of J. “Pitoy” Raul S. Manglapus. The group in- 
Moreno, “Fashion Czar of Asia,” as cluded poet-book artist Hilario S. 
called by Le Figaro. But, actually, 1 Francia (а name he so nobly En hue ا‎ 
owned a Hong Kong Shanghai earned), National Artist for Dance 1 ‘i [UKG 1856 
Bank account from three prize Leonor Orosa-Goquingco, Nation- #177! ҮГИ] 1 
money checks 1 had won before al Artist Napoleon V Abueva, Hab 
flew to, Europe: the Don Carlos French-speaking Benedictine Fr 
Palanca Memorial Prize for Poetry, Gabriel Casal, and Intramuros 
the Seato Dollar Prize for Drama restoration architect Ramon Faust- 
and а 75-pound check from En- man. 
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MTV host Maggie Wilson, Sofitel executive 
assistant manager Mo Ihsan, Sofitel PR Yasmine 
idalgo and LOreal's Trisha Chua 


My fir 


REEDOM IS A PRIVILEGE 
we enjoy in part due to the 


Е bravery and courage of our 


men in uniform. It's amazing to 
think that the pursuit of peace, es- 
pecially in southern Mindanao, has 
taken over a century already. The 
two-pronged approach, through 
infrastructure buildup to bring 
economic benefits to the region, as 
well as via the reigning in of law- 
less elements, is 
truly a long-term 
effort. 

‘This double-team, car- 
rotand-stick — strategy 
was highlighted during 
the recent visit of Admiral Timothy J. Keat- 
ing, commander of the US Pacific Command. 
Together with US Ambassador Kristie Ken- 
ney and the pride of Philippine Marines, he 
toured an abandoned Abu Sayyaf stronghold 
in Jolo, Sulu. 

‘That same evening, there was a reception 
in his honor at the US Embassy. Among the 
countless invitations 1 had received in this 
town, not one had been for a reception inside 
the US Embassy. Like most Filipinos, my only 
previous encounter with the Embassy had 
been in the visa lines. 

"Thus, this was one social event that was not 
to be missed! Excited to finally have a chance 
to enter the stately Embassy, gated and lush 
with century-old trees on one end of brightly 
lit Roxas Boulevard, I was at a dilemma as to 
what to wear. Knowing that most of the guests 
would be diplomats or military, 1 decided to 
wear my version of a business-cocktail dress, a 
‘modern Filipino design by Oliver Tolentino. 

When I saw the very stylish and regal Am- 
bassador Kenney in her elegant, fuchsia dress, 
Twas relieved to know that I was not the only 
one donning a loud color. Ambassador Ken- 


Tessa! 


NOKIA-SPONSORED concert 
VIP guests Angelique Rep: 
Anton San Diego and Шас Diaz 


REGAL and elegant Ambassador 


US Pacific Command's Brig. Gen. Sam Angelella, 
AFP Maj. Gen. Ban Dolorfino, and Jusmag Chief 
Col. Mathias Velasco 


Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


Not once 
hadIbeen 


tothe 


embassy 


except, 


of course, 


when 


queuing 


for my visa 
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FRONT-ROW concert guests. 
Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga with 
pretty wife Kaye and Kerry 
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HONORARY Consul of the 
Consulate of Gambia Agnes 
Huibonhua, US Consul Gen. 


ney told us how the mud was so thick in Jolo 
that she had to take off her boots and walk 
barefoot to their plane. They arrived at 
5 p.m., then somehow found time to shower, 
get dressed and get to the Embassy on time. 
» The Admiral must have taken longer to 
> change, what with all his pins and 
medals. 
‘The reception was held at the "Chick" 
Parsons Ballroom of the US Embassy. This 
historic setting was the site of the trial and 
conviction of war crimes of General Ya- 
mashita after World War П. Lee MeClenny of 
the US Embassy explained that it was one of 
the few structures in Manila left standing af- 
ter liberation and where a trial could be held. 
Its a fantastic place for a social event, sur- 
rounded by paintings of past US governor 
generals like William Howard Taft, who later 
became a US president. 

Айт. Keating gave a short talk about the 
US's determination to win the war on terror. 
Whether one agrees with G.W. Bush’s policies 
ог not, itis admirable to see the dedication of 
these military men. Its not his job to question 
politics but to follow orders. Side by side, Kea 
ing and Ambassador Kenney made a great pic- 
ture of US diplomacy in these difficult 
times—she speaking softly and dealing out the 
carrots of US aid, he wielding the big stick. 


Sofitel's Fil-Am bash 

July is the month when all Filipinos stop and 
consider our long and storied relationship with 
our American brothers. These memories are 
kindled off right at the start of the month, as 
‘when the Sofitel Philippine Plaza held its 4th 
of July celebration in grand style. The mid- 
point of the year is also my husband Dennis’ 
birthday, so 1 decided that the Sofitel event 
would make for a super double celebration. 

The Sofitel is the phoenix of Manila hotels 
The Sofitel chain took over what was the old 
Westin Philippine Plaza, and put in $12 mil- 
lion worth of refurbishing into the rooms and 
the main restaurant, Spirals. The result creat- 
ed a “resort? in the city, perfect for Manilefios 
looking for a weekend getaway without the 
hassle of having to fly anywhere, 

Indeed, the rooms are well appointed with 
the latest gadgets and rich French touches of 
soft furnishings. The plush two-bedroom 
suite also has romantic touches such as a 
glass-walled bathroom. The bathroom even 
has an overhead rain shower and multiple 
showerheads. All those features are enjoyed 
together with an unbeatable extra—our 
world-famous Manila Bay sunset viewed from 
the room balconies! 

The main attraction of the hotel is the Spirals 
restaurant. Staying with the political themes of 
today's column, I would describe their exten- 
sive buffet as the mother of all hotel buffets. 


5 The amazing entrees include items that are not 


БА 


in most buffets like fresh oysters or chili con 


VO M came or cotton candy: Ies so exhaustive that 1 


3 Kristie Kenny, MTV Phil. boss 


DANCING fans ЈМ Rodriguez, 


Nelialsidroand Amanda Carpo Ihsan 


Francis Lumen and Sofitel's Mo 


EXCELLENT staff of Spirals Restaurant at Sofitel Philippine Plaza 


үтте 


i i 


STYLISHLY appointed guest room of Sofitel Philippine Plaza 


gained two pounds over the weekend. 

‘That 4th of July Sunday brunch had free 
bubbly as well. It was a nice afternoon aperitif 
when paired with the halo-halo dessert. Iwas 
told that this Sunday, its the turn of the 
French to invade Spirals with a “fantastique 
and magnifique” Bastille Day Brunch. Spon- 
sored by Lancóme, the brunch will offer din- 
ers the chance to win raffle prizes while en- 
joying a fashion display of designer outfits by 
Puey Quinones and accessories by Arnel Pa- 
ра. Jewelmer will have a display there too. So 
head to Sofitel today and try some French 
bubbly with your halo-halo! 


From Aguilera to Sesame 

The American Association of the Philip- 
pines and MTV Philippines tied for the 4th of 
July celebration at Sofitel, That afternoon 
‘was alive with young, budding rock bands for 
the Battle of the Bands. MTV top honcho 
Francis Lumen was also there and he invited 


Richard Haynes, and Honorary 
Consul of the Consulate of 
Monaco Fortune Ledesma 


with Athena Valdes 


LK 


SPIRALS guests Jeanine 
Buenaventura and Bryan Prieto 
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PHIL. Marine Corps Commandant 
Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga and 
Sunvar RealtyChair/pre 

Alex Prieto 


st reception at the US Embassy 


AWESOME Christina Aguilera concert brought in by MTV Philippines and Globe 


JAPANESE Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazal 


4, Ambassador Kenney, Commander of the US 


Pacific Command Adm. Timothy Keating, Inquinen Chair Marixi Prieto, INQUIRER columnist 


Tessa Prieto Valdes 


poen 


US Embassy 
Counselor for Public 
Affairs Lee McClenny 


US Marine Forces Pacific Band at the Admiral Keating reception 
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AMERICAN Association of the Phil. ladies 
Sandra Tockes and Michelle Washington 


SPECTACULAR pool view of the Sofitel from the balcony 


Ambassador Kenney to the concert of Ameri- 
can pop star Christina Aguilera. 

‘That concert was pure energy and perfor- 
mance. Considering Christina is three months 
pregnant, she was such an amazing performer 
‘with every note on key until the very end. Even 
the weather cooperated and it only drizzled in 
the end, in perfect timing with the confetti 
shower that Christina disappeared into. 

Christina is truly an American icon, in the 
same league as apple pie and Sesame Street. 

This coming July 18-22, Elmo and other 
Sesame Street characters will be coming to 
Manila as part of their world tour. Tickets are 
available at SM Ticketnet outlets or by calling 
911-5555 or 374-9999. The shows will be 
held at the Aliw Theater in the CCP Complex. 

Taking the kids to Sesame Street Live fol- 
lowed by a sumptuous buffet at Spirals—now 
that sounds like a perfect weekend for the 
Kids! 


E-mail me at seaprincess@inquirercom.ph 


YUMMY dessert station of Spirals 
Restaurant with two chocolate fountains plus 
halo-halo and cotton candy stations 
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dining furniture 


борс dining set with 


: : н smoked gloss tabletop 
Seminars that will blow your mine! апа faux leather chairs with 


‚ * Inverse Hedging waffle design 
How to Make 300% to 600% returns on 
Interest Alone in the Forex Market 

TRADE SECRETS TO BE REVEALED ON JULY 27 


“Fortune Forex 
How to Make a Fortune in Online Forex 
with as little as $300 
TRADE SECRETS TO BE REVEALED ON AUG 10 


“Thousands of people al ver Ine wor 
Use forex ase wea bulking tool. 
4 Now, vith proper education, 

Ву Kathleen Ong е Make а list of what you need | yousantco 


Contributor so you don't forget anything | __ ManSo,ChiofeexTane” у 

D when packing. Think of your des: | “umng: Taeng Fare voies tna d 

PREPARATION IS KEY IN СЕТ. tination, planned activities, the Ts Gat aduca bolora yu ae Ve E 

“ting the most out of a journey. Be. weather and length of stay. It Continuous i ker 

"low are some tips on making sure helps to think head-to-toe when | Абл Education Businessmaker 

“you got everything covered be- planning what to bring on your POOT 

‘fore your trip as well as back. THEORGANIZED/D3 i 

Before you go 
Research. Go 

online and look up | РО Ору GUARANTEED! 

‘the place. Print maps | SUCCES: Ы 


or geta guidebookto | FOR AS LOW AS P 9,7504 
know the best places 

to visit, shop and eat. | INCLUSIONS 

Finding ouraboutthe | £ Use ofthe function room for hours, 
local customs, like | 12018 dlicoun pn kanetion гооп renta 


‘tips on tipping, will | «With morning & afternoon snacks a ] * alll 
:definitely come in мк, Saca Y 
эе + With complete basie facilities A 3 

NG english is not | "ies Towing coffee 7 : | 


һе first language, 


learn some words or Telephone Nogais- We've got it all for you! ЯШАП ДЫША 
phrases in the coun- E-mail: makatl@citygardenhotels.com _ 
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Sardines... tinimplahan ng piling-piling spices na nanunuot 
takam na lutong ala Espanol sa presyong abot-kaya ng Pinoy! 


CROWD FAVORITE. Russians 


‘gamely join the Bayanihan 


National Folk Dance Company 


in dancing the tinikling. 
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‘Text and photos by Anne A. Jambora 


LOCAL RESORT OPERATOR HUD- 
As up in his seat in the economy 
class. Used to flying business class, the 
German national had to fly economy since the. 
flight to Russia's Far East capital was fully 
booked. Tired and unable to catch a wink, he 
instinctively reached for the in-flight travel 
‘magazine of Viadavia Air and casually leafed 
through the Asian map section. What he saw 
gave him a good measure of reality check. 

“I couldn't believe it. I searched for the 
Philippines and it was nowhere to be found 
in the map; it was just a body of water,” said 
Hartwig R. Scholz, chair of the Badian Is- 
land Resort and Spa in Cebu. 

Scholz was among 11 tour, hotel and ге- 
sort, and airline operators who leaped on- 
board with the Department of Tourism on a 
mission cosponsored by the Philippine Air- 
lines to Vladivostok and Khabarovsk—to 
market the Philippines as the ideal tropical 
paradise getaway during the long and bitter 
Russian winter. It was, however, a bit dis- 
tressing, thought Scholz, that the Philip- 
pines was missing in the map. 

But like good old boy and girl scouts, the 
gritty Filipinos came in prepared to work 
twice as hard—language barrier notwith- 
standing—for this epic journey to the Rus- 
sian Far East. (It was DOT's first sales mis- 
sion in that part of Russia. Two previous 
sales missions were held in Moscow in 1996 
and 2006.) 

“For many of them, it's their first time to 
hear about the Philippines. The Far Eastern 
Russians are so hungry for information 
about our country,” said Mia Martinez, sales 
manager, Southeast Asian Airlines (Seair). 

‘And there was a little coaching on when 
to make flight reservations. Martinez said 
she had to “teach” Russians to book their 
flights earlier. As the only predominantly 
Catholic country in the region, foreign 
tourists off to flee from the cold winter sea- 
son would have to compete with local 
tourists for bookings during Christmas holi- 
days. That's a problem they wouldn't have 
to worry about in countries like Malaysia, 
Thailand or Indonesia since Christmas is 
justanother regular day. 


Proximity 

Why go all the trouble of bringing in ће 
Far Easterners when the Philippines already 
has a growing market share of inbound visi- 
tors from Central Russia? 

“Proximity. This region of Russia is the 
closest to the Philippines--and among the 
closest, in fact, to similar destinations in 
Asia. There's a big potential for inbound 
tourists from this region,” said Tourism Un- 
dersecretary Eduardo Jarque Jt. 

‘The Philippines is only 2,200-3,200 km 


Wining and dining 

in Bohol 

For chefs Elaine Angelo and 
Richard Soza, the main chal- 
lenges in working in Amorita Re- 
sort in Panglao, Bohol were find- 
ing the right ingredients and com- 
ing up with dishes using substi- 
tutes. But the experience they 
said had been very rewarding as it 
allowed them to explore their cre- 
ativity. The chefs said they served 
Asian-inspired food with abit of 
French influence. Call 9140585, 
e-mail nquiries@amoritaresort 
com or visit www amoritare- 
sort.com. 


Magical summer 
Mickey Mouse and the gang at 


Hong Kong Disneyland recently 
treated popular Taiwanese band 
Fahrenheit to a sneak peek of 
Mickey's Summer Blast, an all- 
new party set to rock the city. Jiro 
Wang and Aaron Yan from 
Fahrenheit joined Bill Ernest, ex- 
ecutive vice president and manag- 
ing director of Hong Kong Disney- 
land, and Jasmine Law, 2007 
Hong Kong Disneyland ambas- 
sador, at the forecourt of the 
Sleeping Beauty Castle before 
getting into the Summer Blast 
that opened yesterday, July 14. 
Debuting are Mickey's Water- 
Works Parade and Animation 
Academy, where budding artists 
of all ages can learn to draw Dis- 
ney characters. Visit www. 
hongkongdisneyland.com. 
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g Far East 


The Department of 
Tourism has launched 
an aggressive campaign 
to lure Russians to 
escape their harsh 
winter and seek tropical 
refuge in the Philippines 


S look East 


4, 
H 


FRIENDSHIP SEALED. Tourism Undersecretary Eduardo Jarque Jr. 
with Dr. Alexander B. Levintal, Minister for Economic and Foreign. 


Relations-Khabarovsk territory. 


away from the Russian Far East. Compare 
that to Indonesia that’s 5,984 km away, 
Thailand (5,000 km) or Malaysia (3,314 
km). Despite the strategic location, howev- 
er, top destinations for Russians are still the 
Philippines’ neighbors. 

What we need, said TRIPS Travel general 
manager Cesar R. Cruz, is a good flight con- 
nection. Margie Е Munsayac, VP for sales 
and marketing of Maribago Bluewater 
Beach Resort and Sumilon Bluewater Island 
Resort couldn't agree more. 

“IF you don't have the airlines, you won't 
get the tourists,” Munsayac said. 

DOT's sales mission is still in its infant 
stage, and more improvements are still ex- 
pected within the next 12 months. Jarque 
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CONSUL Yuri M. 
Kotsyukov 


ORDER IN THE HOUSE. Honorary Consul of the Russian Federation 
in Cebu Armi Lopez Garcia (seated, second from left) attempts to 


place an order from a menu in Cyril 
speaks English. 


TRAVEL BRIEFS 


will be held Sept. 7-9. 
for You!" Organized b 


of tour operators, the 


Sweet deals 


Travel Mart Sept. 7-9 


‘The 18th Philippine Travel Mart 


trade Halls of SM Megamall. This 
year's theme is "Everything's Here 


pine Tour Operators Association, 
the country's largest association 


showcase the country's diverse 
attractions. Visit www.philtoa.ph. 


Singapore Airlines offers special 
discounted round-trip airfares un- 
til July 31: $160, Singapore; 
5260-5460 to popular destina- 
tions like Kuala Lumpur or 
Penang, Bangkok or Brunei, 
Jakarta or Saigon, Sydney ог 


with a waitress who barely 


at the Mega- 


y the Phili- the Travel 


event will 


promi 
the Box," 
ends Dec. 


Perth. Prices are exclusive of tax- 
es and surcharges. Visit 
singaporeair.com. 


Expert ad 
Travel Explorer, offered under 


Experience Philippines website 
gives visitors firsthand intorma- 
tion and insights on travel desti- 
nations in the country. Itis a 
unique voice/call service (toll- 
tree number 1-888-974-9888) 
applicable to Canada and the 
United States, including Hawaii 
The department has an ongoing 


said the Philippines is currently pushing to 
update the Air Services Agreement to in- 
crease flight frequencies and open more op- 
portunities for charter flights. An RP-Russia 
Air Services consultation is already sched- 
uled within the month 

With the Filipino miners off for the sum- 
mer, weekly charter flights carrying mostly 
miners from the Far East to the Philippines 
have been canceled. Instead of clocking in 
about four hours of airtime to visit the coun- 
try, inbound tourists now have to fly longer 
via connecting flights from Seoul, Korea. 
(Charter flights will resume September, 
when the miners return for work right be- 
fore the winter season.) 


Fastest growing 

‘Another special interest for the Philip- 
pines is the fact that Russia is the third 
fastest growing outbound tourism market 
in the world. Jarque said the new-moneyed 
Russians normally stay for two weeks and 
are big spenders. In fact, Russian travelers 
are among the Top 10 tourism spenders in 
the world—and more than half of all long- 
haul vacations are spent in Asia. 

When compared to Korea, for instance 
—one of the country's top inbound tourism. 
markets—Russians account for only 10 per- 
cent of the tourists, Cruz said. But however 
small the Russians might be in number, he 
continued, they spend easily 30-40 percent 
more than Koreans, he said. 

That Russians love to splurge on luxury 
has inspired the quote: “One Russian travel- 
er is equivalent to three Koreans (in hotel 
drinks).” And no one can accuse the Kore- 
ans of not loving their beer, either. 

“What we need to do is awaken their in- 
terest in the Philippines,” said Marilou С. 
Gica, sales manager of the Costabella Tropi- 
cal Beach Hotel in Cebu. 

Doing just that is Edward Grigoriev, the 
Siberia-born DOT marketing representative 
in Russia, Last year he brought two Russian 
journalists for a three-week R&R trip to the 
Philippines, with the mission of writing 
tourism guidebook about the country. The 
first 5,000 prints were sold out in a matter 
of months that the book is now on its second 
printing, 

Already Grigoriev is working on coming 
out with a second edition. A graduate of the 
Komitet Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti 
(KGB) School in Moscow, Grigoriev is now 
redirecting his intelligence to market a for- 
eign country he claims to have fallen in love 
with at first sight. 

“Bali and Thailand for now [have a 
stronger appeal] than the Philippines with 
their luxurious hotels and perfect views,” 
Grigoriev said. 

Disappointment always haunts the Rus- 
sian tourist, he continued, who was proba- 
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NEMO 
REDISCOVERED. 
The Hilton Cebu 
Resort and Spa's 
senior sales manager 
Golly de Dios Talens 
brought with her 60 
stuffed toys of the 
hotel's clown fish 
mascot as giveaways 
during the event. 


MAP READING. 
Margie Munsayac 
shows the Russian 
tour operators Cebu 
island's location. 


ML: 


THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT. The Bayanihan 
National Folk Dance Company performs a 
suite of folk dances before the Russian crowd. 


bly promised a beachfront view in Boracay 
only to find an off-putting vision of an ob- 
scure street and a line of sari-sari stores fac- 
ing his room. 

"The Philippines has to emphasize on ser- 
vice and nature—not scenic hotel views— 
because most resorts are small. There's a 
beach there, you can have fun, see some na- 
ture... Then there will be no problem, no ex- 
pectations,” he said. 

‘Tour and resort and hotel operators 
agree: the country is in dire need of infras- 
tructure—more five-star hotels and resorts, 
top-grade restaurants, better roads and bet- 
ter access between islands. 

With a limited budget, promoting 
tourism can only go so far, Grigoriev said. 
With the guidebook doing well and DOT 
sales missions attendees soaring above ex- 
pectations, it will take several baby steps af- 
ter the other to finally put the country’s 
marketing efforts at par with the neighbors. 

"To top it all, Vladivostok and Khabarovsk 
residents have to apply for their visa in far- 
away Moscow (hine hours by plane, or sev- 
en days by train). This major inconve- 
nience, said Jarque, could become a thing of 
the past as DOT is now working on institut- 
ing policies that will grant a 21-day visa- 
free entry into the Philippines. 

‘And will the Philippines be finally added 
into the Asian map—at least on Russian in- 
flight mags? A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step. The DOT is cer- 
tainly inching its way for awareness in the 
right direction. 


Maria Ruby Batilad Guinto, a 


Cebu, was recently 


е 


Planner page of the 


North America, "Out of 
an online raffle that 
31. Visit www.experi- 


encephilippines.ph. 


BS Psychology graduate of 
the University of San Carlos. 


appointed area marketing 
coordinator for the Visayas of 
the Travel Cooperative of the 
Philippines, the first travel 
coop recognized by the 
International Air Transport 
Association. She isa “skalar” 
of the SKAL International 
Makati Chapter supported by 
the Department of Tourism, 
Philippine Tourism Authority 
and Philippine Airlines. 


* SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


The organized traveler 


From page DI 


trip. Check off this list as you gather items for 
packing. 

e If you're staying at a hotel, check accom- 
modations/entitlements to eliminate bring- 
ing duplicate items. 

e Choose clothing that don’t tend to wrin- 
kle in a packed luggage. 

Pack comfortable shoes for planned ac- 
tivities, Aching feet will slow you down and 
put you in a lousy mood. 

© Pack only the essentials. Remember, you 
have to pack and unpack those items. 

elf you have physical discomforts prior to 
leaving, go for a checkup. It's better to be safe 
than sorry. A toothache can lead to a ruined 
trip and expensive dental bills. 

ө Prepare an "In Case of Emergency File.” 
Photocopy/scan these and keep one for your- 
self and another for a family member. Put in 
contact information of: 

“The place where you'll be staying 

-People you know who live or will be in the 
samearea 

-Embassy/consulate numbers in case you 
lose your passport 

-The country's emergency phone hotline 

Your home contact info 

-Health insurance info 

Credit card numbers--if you lose them 
you can have them canceled. 

Copies of special medical prescrip- 
tions—any medication you have an allergic 
reaction to. 

“A copy of your drivers license, passport, 
plane tickets, itinerary with your travel agen- 
су contacts and other important documents. 

* E-mail the “In Case of Emergency File” to 
yourself and to a trusted relative so you сап 
still access and print them if needed, You can 
also easily update and edit this for your next 
tri 

'@Place a copy of emergency phone num- 
bers in your wallet. 

ө Important items/documents should be 
кергіп your handearry. 

‘© Pack a magazine or a good book or two 
for catching up on your reading during wait- 
ing hours. 


Handy stuff for traveling: 

eZiplock bags for storing/organizing 
small items or keeping things spill free. 

elf you wear eyeglasses, get eyeglass 
holders that hang on your neck to make sure 
you don’t lose them. It's no fun to travel half- 
blind. Stylish ones are available in the mar- 
ket. 


‘© А universal adapter for all your electron- 
ics--available at hardware stores, 

© A money belt is useful and safe for stor- 
ing important items; it fits snugly under your 
clothes. 

‘A wheeled laptop briefcase with pull 
handle. Get ones with rear pockets that con- 
vert to a sleeve for sliding over wheeled han- 
dle systems. 

* A Victorinox swisscard. This is a handy 
credit card-size Swiss army knife that fits into 
a wallet. It has a blade, a screwdriver, a pen, a 
pin, scissors, ruler, protractor—even a tooth- 
pick—and is available at Rustan's. Pack in 
your check-in bag. 

SA water and shockresistant 
Maglight flashlight for emergencies. 

© A health kit pouch containing: anti-diar- 
rhea capsules, aspirin, eye drops, insect repel- 
lant, band-aid, sunscreen, lip balm and other 
medicines (check expiry dates and make sure 
you have enough even for unexpected de- * 
lays) 

‘© Plastic bags for storing ditty clothes. This 
goes straight to the laundry when you get 
back from short trips. 

© Safety pins. These are handy for pinning 
keys on clothing without pockets, for exam- 
ple. 

* An alarm clock. 


mini 


Back home 

elf you're a frequent traveler, refill your 
standard set of toiletries when you get home. 
This way you're ready to go in a moment's no- 
tice. 

* Nota frequent traveler? Keep luggage in 
areas that you seldom access such as tops of 
cabinets. You can even use them as extra stor- 
age for out-of season clothing. 

Keep only luggage in good repair and 
enough for each family member. Generally 
speaking, a person can only use two suitcases 
and a carry-on. An extra set is okay but if you. 
have more than what you need, you have too 
much. 

© Huge black trash bags are useful for cov- 
ering luggage to keep them dust free if stored 
in the basement. 

ө If you use luggage as extra storage, make 
sure to edit contents annually to make sure 
you don't forget what's in them. Better yet, list 
contents and stick it outside the luggage. You 
can also opt to store smaller suitcases or trav- 
el bags in them. 

File your emergency folder for easy ac- 
cess on your next trip. 

Organize your space. Organize your life. 
Visit wwwrippleeffectorganizing com. 
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EMiLy's Post 
Emily Marcelo 


Will past 
indiscretion lose 
him his wife? 


DEAR EMILY, 

Tam 38 years old, married with one kid. 
Late this summer I discovered that my wife 
got herself a male friend. 

They have been exchanging text mes- 
sages and have a special kind of relation- 
ship. I confronted her and the guy. 

Tam four years older than my wife and 
this guy, who is also married, is five years 
younger than her, 

‘They admitted seeing each other and ex- 
changing text messages but denied any in- 
timate relationship. 

То make a long story short, that special 
relationship was ended, and my wife and I 
decided to be open with each other. 

I confessed to her that, eight years be- 
fore, I had—not a relationship—but a one- 
night stand with a married woman. 

My wife is now confused. How can I help 
her? Did I drive her back to her male friend 
instead of winning her back? 

Iam n pain. 

Jc 


What's her confusion? That she listened to 
you and left her would-be paramour? 

Tell her that, unbeknownst to her, she was 
already giving you a dose of your own 
medicine. You took it, swallowed it and now, 
it's even—even for both of you. 

However, you are afraid that your confes- 
sion of your own affair might embolden her to 
continue whatever it is she wants to continue. 

‘Truth is, she was not having this “non-af- 
fair" to get back at you at all! She did it be- 
cause she really wanted to. Whether she will 
continue with this guy is all up to her. 

How do you help her? Continue being hon- 
est with each other. Court her again. Be kind 
and thoughtful to her, as this young guy prob- 
ably is. Be the guy she fell in love with. 

Ask her pointblank if she still wants to save 
your marriage. Tell her that her fun with this 
other guy might not even last since two fami- 

2 1 " d lies are going to be involved in the fray. 
imagine a esigne Pr 

Affairs start from boredom, promiscuity or 
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By Constantino C. 
Tejero 


О ONE 
would 
have as- 


sociated the 
Franciscans 
with the 
lifestyle of the 
rich and fa- 
mous. Garbed in 
drab habili- 
ment, these reli- 
gious folk have 
been known for 
centuries as the 
“friars of the 
people,” vowed 
to poverty and 
wedded to hard 
work. 

Think of their 
founder. Francis of 
Assisi shedding off all 
his worldly posses- 
sions to the last bit of 
clothing, building a 
church stone by 
stone with Clare, 
talking to birds and 
beasts as equals un- 
der heaven. 

A paradox oc- 
curred during the 
Philippine visit of 
Bro. José Rodriguez 
Carballo, the minis- 
ter general of the Or- 
der of Friars Minor. 
(The original Latin is 
Ordo Fratrum Mino- 
rum, more popularly 
known as the OFM 
Franciscans. And al- 
though they're 
priests, they call one 
another “brother” in 
accordance — with 
their practice of 
brotherhood аі 
equality) 

Brother Carballo 
was here on June 1-5 
to preside over the 
rites of simple profes- 
sion of vows of four 
novices; congregate 
with the country’s 
Franciscans; meet 
with the Poor Clares; 
celebrate the canoni- 
cal erection of the 
new Franciscan enti- 
ty in the Visayas-Min- 
danao area called the 
Custody of St. Antho- 
ny of Padua; and visit 
the urban poor. 

The visit coincided 
with the 25th an- 
niversary of the Pran- 
ciscan Province in the 
Philippines, known 
as the Province of 
San Pedro Bautista. 
(In religious termi- 
nology, a province is 
a fully independent 
organizational unit 
composed of at least 
100 friars located in a 
certain geographic 
area, often covering 
an entire country) 

Part of Bro. Car- 
ballo's itinerary was 
a visit to Santuario de 
San Antonio а 
Forbes Park, Makati 
City, probably the 
most upscale resi- 
dential address in the 
country. When we 
found this out, our 
reaction was: But 
what would he be do- 
ing there? 


Direct contact 
We savored the 
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JOSE Rodriguez 
Carballo, OFM, 
minister general 
ofthe Order 
of Friars Minor, 
celebrates Mass 
upon his visit to the 
4, Franciscan Province 
in the Philippines. 
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Roots AND WINGS 
Cathy Babao-Guballa 


When parents lose parents 


1CAME FACE TO FACE WITH MORTALITY 
this week—several times over, in fact. 

Last Monday, I received a text message 
saying that the father of a high-school 
classmate had passed away after a long 
illness. The following day, I went to the 
hospital to visit the father of another 
very good friend from high school. Үез- 
terday, I received an e-mail from another 
childhood friend, saying that her dad's 
health had just turned from bad to 
worse. 

‘At midlife, you suddenly become very 
aware of your mortality when you notice 
that the deaths among persons very close 
to you—parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, godparents—are becoming тоге 
frequent. My sage of an 8-year-old put it 
perfectly yesterday when he said, "You 
seem to be going to wakes every two 
weeks now. 

The birth of our children and the 
death of our parents are miles apart in 
the journey that is life, but they are major 
events that transform us forever. When 
you losea parent, that part of your pastis 
gone forever. 

When that parent is Ш for a long time, 
prior to his or her passing, we find the 
xoles reversed, as we become the parent. 
and our parent, in all his or her vulnera- 
bility, becomes the child. 

Alexandra Kennedy, a psychotherapist 
who specializes in adult grief, wrote the 
book “Losing A Parent." After her father's 
death, she says—"The generation of 
adults referred to as the “sandwich gen- 
eration” is simultaneously raising chil- 
dren and caring for aging and dying par- 


By Queena N. Lee-Chua 
Contributor 


HE SECOND WEEK OF JULY IS 

| National Science and Technol- 

ogy Week, yet science remains 

low in our country's radar though sci- 

entific literacy is essential for devel- 
opment. 

Last week, I joined my colleagues 
at the Annual Meeting of the National 
Academy of Science and Technology, 
brainstorming ways to develop si 
ence culture. 

То develop science culture we need 
to recognize genuine achievements. 
Last year, Philrice executive director 
Leo Sebastian and I edited the book 
“In Love with Science.” Twenty-two 
Outstanding Young Scientists (OYS) 
described their work and dreams. 
This week 10 new OYS, all under 40, 
joined our ranks. 


Agriculture and biology 

Willie Р Abasolo of the College of 
Forestry and Natural Resources at UP 
Los Baños (UPLB) studies forest prod- 
ucts like rattan and bamboo. 

Abasolo finds that cultivated rattan 
has similarities to the wild variety, so 
it can be accepted by the industry. Ч 
hope to persuade manufacturers to 
establish plantations, leading to more 
jobs and better living conditions in 
the upland,” Abasolo says. 

Christian Joseph R. Cumagun of 
the UPLB College of Agriculture re- 
searches the Fusarium fungus, con- 
sidered the “most devastating disease 
of wheat and a growing threat to the 
‘world’s food supply,” as it also attacks 
rice and maize. 

Using. genetic tools, Cumagun 
studies toxins produced by Fusarium, 
helping scientists breed plants resis- 
tant to the disease. His research pho- 
tos were on the cover of the British 
journal “Plant Pathology.” 

Arnold V. Hallare of the Depart- 
ment of Biology at UP Manila is look- 
ing into how polluted waters stress 
fish. He assesses the quality of water 
and sediments in Laguna Lake, the 
second largest lake in Asia providing 
for the fishery needs of 12 million in- 
habitants in Metro Manila and nearby 
provinces. 

“The Laguna Lake Development 
‘Authority only uses traditional chem- 
ical analyses,” says Hallare, "but I 
promote the use of biomarkers such 
ав protein response on fish to comple- 
ment conventional methods.” Hallare 
is also studying contamination of wa- 
ters near the Payatas dumpsite in 
Quezon City. 

Ephrime B, Metillo of the Depart- 
ment of Biological Sciences at Min- 
danao State University-lligan Insti- 
tute of Technology studies how the 
feeding behavior of the bagoong ala- 
mang is related to populations and 


ents. Many also have full-time jobs. 

“The pressures are immense as these 
adults, already emotionally over- 
whelmed, try to attend to the competing 
needs of parents and children. No matter 
what they do, someone seems to feel 
hurt, left out or resentful. Tied down 
with responsibilities at home, many 
‘members of this generation experience a 
lack of freedom to respond to their dying 
parents as they would want to.” 

Kennedy explains that a parents ill 
ness or decline can place a tremendous 
strain on family life, demanding an ex- 
hausting expenditure of time, attention 
and money. She stresses that living with 
uncertainty and anxiety throughout this 
period is emotionally, physically and fi- 
nancially draining. 

Here at home, we are blessed to have 
very strong family support systems, and 
though grief is not as freely discussed, 
there is more room and openness now 
for the bereaved to share their feelings in 
support groups or through one-on-one 
sessions with a.counselor, priest or pas- 
tor. 

However, because as a people we are 
not raised to be vocal about what we 
want and need, many who belong to the 
current “sandwich generation” find 
themselves taxed and burdened after the 
deathofa parent. 

It is normal to be drained after a 
Joss—emotionally, physically, and some- 
times even financially—but there are 
steps one can undertake to get back into 
the stream of things as one begins the 
journey toward healing. 


Here are some things you can do for 
yourself as you move on after the loss of 
your parent: 

‘© Be patient and kind to yourself. The 
supermom or superdad is a myth. Espe- 
cially during a time of loss or iliness, you 
do the best you can and leave the rest to 
God and other family members. 

e Grief recovery: takes time. Allow 
yourself to feel vulnerable and go with 
the flow of your pain for as long as you 
need to. 

‘At one of our recent Griefshare work- 
shops, I was appalled by the story of one 
of our attendees. This young woman had 
lost both her parents in a span of three 
days. A cousin had told her: “Iam giving 
you three months to recover.” 

Goodness! The woman had just lost 
her entire history with the death of two 
beloved parents and she was expected to 
get back on her feet in the blink of an 
eyel? 

‘There is no set timetable for grief, and 
no one can tell you when you should be 
over your loss. For as long as you remairi 
functional and do not harm yourself or 
your loved ones, go ahead and do your 
grief work well. 

e Таке time each day to retreat to a 
quiet place where you can regroup, med- 
itate, pray, journal, cry or just be with 
your thoughts. In grief work, moments of 
solitude are essential. After these times 
of quiet, it becomes easier to get back to 
the duties of daily living. 

e Share your feelings with your chil- 
dren and listen to their concerns about 
the situation, you, and their grandpar- 


ents. Children can be wise beyond their 
years, and there is much that we can 
learn from them about ourselves if we 
take the time to listen. 

e Be open and express your feelings 
to your spouse or partner. I was touched 
when my friend paid tribute to her hus- 
band who she said was extremely sup- 
portive in every sense during her father's 
illness. Make your spouse or partner ш 
derstand that grief takes time, and tell 
them what you want and need from 
them. 

ein situations where you cannot be 
with your dying parent, Kennedy sug- 
gests that you be creative. Write a letter, 
meditate or pray, talk to your parent 
through your heart. In your time alone, 
work on healing the unresolved issues in 
your relationship. 

‘© Support your other parent the best 
way you can without burning out. Dele. 
gate other responsibilities to your chil- 
dren, your siblings and find other possi- 
bilities for emotional support, such as 
seeking counseling от joining a support 
group. This is a time when family dy- 
namics are expected to shift, when ma- 
jor family changes are slowly set into 
place. 
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Itis normal to be 
drained after a loss, 
but there are steps 
you can undertake 

to get back into the 
stream of things as 
you begin the journey 
toward healing 


Do something special and proactive 
each year to remember your parent with 
love. Reaching out of one's grief to help 
others is one of the best ways to heal. 1 
remember this one mentor of mine who 
was very close to her father who, during 
his lifetime, was very passionate about 
basketball. 

Оп the anniversary of her father's 
death, she, together with her brothers, 
would organize a basketball camp for the 
street children in their community, the 
highlight of which would be a tourna- 
ment in memory of their dad. 

One of the key things in grief recovery, 
whether it be the loss of a parent, a child 
or a loved one, is for the bereaved to be 
able to move from the wrenching feel- 
ings of longing and loneliness for the 
presence of our departed loved one, into 
а place where we are able to remember 
them with joy. 

“Death is not the end of love,” Mitch 
Albom wrote in “The Five People that 
You Meet in Heaven.” And thats simply 
because we carry the memory of our 
loved ones forever in our hearts, 


E-mail the author at cathybabao@- 
gmail.com 


PURELY PERSONAL 
Josephine Darang 


‘Venerable’ Mother Ignacia 
del Espiritu Santo 


community structures, For instance, 
he finds that the positions of some 
shrimps in a school give them advan- 
tages in capturing prey. 

Metillo says he is studying plank- 
ton in Mindanao Sea hoping to identi 
fy species that can be used in aquacul- 
ture “and to demonstrate the impor- 
tance of plankton in addressing envi- 
ronmental pollution.” 


Chemistry, engineering, 
computer science 

Drexel Н. Camacho of Intel Tech- 
nology Philippines Inc. in Cavite 
works to produce polymers in eco- 
nomical and environmentally friendly 
ways. In the semiconductor industry, 
understanding the chemistry of mate- 
rials can improve yield and quality. 

Camacho talks to public school 
teachers all over the country, and 
transfers his knowledge to the youth 
by consulting for science investiga- 
tions. 

Laura Т. David of the Marine Sci- 
ence Institute at UP Diliman studies 
optical oceanography. With her back- 
ground in chemistry, she addresses 
food security and resource sustain- 
ability, She has assessed Unesco 
World Heritage Sites, and is active in 
regional projects on coastal zones. 

Joseph L. Auresenia of the Chemi- 
cal Engineering Department at De La 
Salle University Manila uses math 
and engineering to tackle global 
warming, air pollution, heavy metal 
poisoning. He is now studying ways 
to combat industrial pollutants in ar- 
eas like the former US bases. A pes 
cide plant in Bataan has already 
agreed to use his technology to deal 
with its pollutants. 

“I am studying how to develop al- 
ternative energy sources such as 
bioethanol and biodiesel,” Auresenia 
says. 

Paulito P Palmes of the Department 
of Information Systems and Comput- 


er Science at the Ateneo de Manila 
University (ADMU) studies artificial 
neural network designs to manage 
and organize data. 

With his sister Cynthia, a former 
OYS, Palmes is also studying the DNA 
networks of fluorescent marine or- 
ganisms to improve cancer detection 
in humans. 


Medicine and sociology 

Dr. Eduardo C. Ayuste Jr. of the De- 
partment of Surgery at the UP College 
of Medicine in Manila has written on 
a broad range of topics, “from basic 
biochemical changes to complex cel- 
lular processes, from experimental 
surgical techniques to standards of 
clinical care.” 

He has helped develop new tech- 
niques in Emergency Preservation 
and Resuscitation, colonic injuries 
and pain management. Now he is 
studying the use of ultrasound to deal 
with abdominal injuries. 

Czarina A. Saloma-Akpedonu of 
the Department of Sociology and An- 
thropology at ADMU uses sociology 
to study technology. 

Together with architect husband 
Erik, the Boholana is now studying 
pre-World War II houses in her home- 
town that are being threatened by 
eco-tourism. “Current owners have 
different ways of dealing with their 
houses, from demolition to renova- 
tion or restoration,” she says. 

Despite the lack of public support 
for science and technology, these out- 
standing young scientists continue 
their investigations and try their best 
to help the country they love. 

"In Love with Science" is recom- 
mended for teachers, students and 
parents. Proceeds go to the OYS 
Foundation. The book is available in 
selected National Book Store branch- 
ез or call Anvil Publishing, 6378840, 
email gwenn.galvez@anvilpublish- 
ing.com. 


SINCE MOTHER IGNACIA DEL ESPIRITU, 
founder of the Religious of the Virgin Mary 
(RVM), passed away in 1748, her followers 
had hoped she would be canonized. 

‘After almost 259 years, the Vatican finally 
declared Mother Ignacia “Venerable.” Pope 
Benedict XVI, during a private audience on 
July 6 with Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, 
СМЕ prefect of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints, authorized the promulga- 
tion of decrees concerning 16 holy men and 
‘women who will be elevated to the altars. 

Опе of them was Mother Ignacia del Espir- 
itu whose cause for beatification began inten- 
sively in the early '80s with Sister Isabelita 
Riego de Dios, КУМ, as promoter. Sadly, Sis- 
ter Isabelita passed away before the cause 
could be followed up in the Vatican. 

А young bride, Analiza Nao-Balcu- 
ba of Clarin, Bohol, prayed to Moth- 
er Ignacia for a healthy pregnan- 
cy When she miscarried in 2006, 
she did not stop praying to the 
nun. 

Analiza conceived again in / 
March. After two months of | 
bed rest, Anna expects to deliv- ` 
er in November. Her husband, 

Junfl Balcuba, is praying to 
Mother Ignacia and Our Lady of 
LaLeche fora healthy delivery. 


Who was Mother Ignacia? 
Mother Ignacia del Espiritu San- 


to was born in Manila, Philip. VENERABLE Mother Office. Call 5232593, 
pines, in 1663. She was the Ignacia del Espiritu 
daughter of Jusepe luco, a Chi- Santo, RVM founder 


nese immigrant from Amoy, Chi- 
na, and Maria Jeromina, a Fil- 
ipino. She was the eldest of four children, 

Ignacia was baptized in 1663 at Holy Kings 
Parish in Parian. She spent her childhood in 
Binondo, Manila. 

Refusing her parents request thar she mar- 
ту, Ignacia sought spiritual direction from Fr. 
Paul Klein, a Jesuit from Bohemia. The priest 
gave her the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ig- 
narius. 

After this period of solitude and prayer, Ig- 
nacia decided to “remain in the service of the 
Divine Majesty” and to “live by sweat of her 
brow.” She left home bringing with her only a 
needle and а pair of scissors. She started to 
live alone in a house at the back of the Jesuit 
College of Manila. 

Her life of prayer and labor attracted yn- 
dias (natives) who also felt called to the reli- 
gious life but could not be admitted to the ex- 
isting congregations at the time. 

Mother Ignacia accepted the company of 
these women and the first community was 
born. They became known as ће Beatas de la 
‘Compania de Jesus because they frequently 
received the sacraments at the Church of St. 
Ignatius. The Jesuit fathers were their spiritu- 
al directors and confessors. 

Mother Ignacia centered her life on the 
suffering of Christ and tried to imitate him 
through a life of service and humility, She 
emphasized charity in the community dedi- 
catedto the Blessed Mother. 

"The spirit of Mary guided the rules for the 
Beatas, She strove to be the living image of 
Mary to her companions and exhorted them 


p 


to make Mary their model in following Jesus. 

Mother Ignacia and the Beatas were also 
involved in retreat work, and helped the Je- 
suit Fathers prepare people going on retreats. 
Mother Ignacia wrote the Constitution of her 
‘community and submitted them for approval 
in 1726. 

After it was approved in 1732 by the Fiscal 
Provisor of Manila, Mother Ignacia gave up 
her post as superior of the House. At 85, she 
died on her knees after receiving Holy Com- 
munion and was interred at the Church of 
Saint Ignatius. The Beatas are now known as 
the Religious of the Virgin Mary. They run 
schools and retreat houses. 


SCA 

‘Thanks to the Columban Fathers, the 
Student Catholic Action (SCA) was 
brought to the Philippines in 1937. 
In his book “Columbans in Stu- 
dent Catholic Action,” Fr. Ea- 
‘monn Byrne talked about the 
setting up of SCA in Catholic 
schools from 1937. Fr. Edward 

J. McCarthy founded SCA. 
Tam glad I was a member 
of SCA in St. William's College 
in Laoag (now Divine Word 
College). 1 was molded by its 
principles. We SCANS belong to 
the “Army of Youth fighting for 
Christ the Lord." The book is ауай- 
able at the Malate Church Parish 


Mass for Piat lady 

The Sto. Domingo Church 
was full on July 7 when a Mass 
for Our Lady of Piat was held. With the Di- 
vine Savior M.E. Choir singing, Archbishop 
Diosdado Talamayan led the people in glori- 
fying the Lord and venerating Our Lady of Pi- 
at. 

тһе owner of a medical clinic recalled that 
when Our Lady of Piat was brought to Hotel 
Dusit 10 years ago for the Cagayan Festival, a 
man applying for a job abroad prayed to Our 
Lady to be cured. He had cancer of the lungs 
and was given only six months to live. 

Sometime this year the man appeared and 
told her he was still alive because Our Lady of 
Piat helped him. 

The July 7 Mass was made possible 
through the help of Fr. Bienvenido Trinilla, 
ОР Concelebrating were Fr. Bong Cabrera, Fr 
Lorenzo Marzo, Father Tuafio and two dea- 
cons of the Eucharistic Healers of Mary. 

July 16 is the feast of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel, but Archbishop Talamayan will cele- 
brate Mass on July 15, б a.m., at the Carmel 
Parish in Project 6, Quezon City 

Bishop José Advincula of Negros Occiden- 
tal will ordain Rev. Rowen Carlos, CM, on Ju- 
ly 21, 2 p.m., at San Marcelino Church in Er- 
mita. “Kanta Misa" by Fr. Bernie Diaz, CM, 
will be sung. 

Catch the radio program "San Expedito, 
ang Santong Madaling Lapitan” today, 7-8 
p.m, on Radio Veritas, 846AM. Fr. Diwane 
Cacao will do “healing on the айг” Those who 
wish novenas to St. Expeditus can write me 
'c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, Pasong Tamo, 
Makati City. 
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1 Sunday LIFESTYLE 
Friars of the people 


“Absolutely not,” Bro. Carballo said with a 
little smile. “The Franciscan order is very 
‘open to change. Because it is very close to the 
people, so with the contact... It is a very plu- 
тайыс order. It responds to the challenge of 
society in a proper manner: It is very close to 
the Gospel, and the Gospel is absolutely not 
conservative. The Gospel is life. We take it not 
as ideology but as a way of life. If we were 
conservative, people would not have come to 
us. We are probably the most popular order of 
the Church.” 

A Spaniard from Santiago de Compostela, 
Bro. Carballo has been based in Rome for 10 
years now. This was his first time in the coun- 
try and he admitted he had not seen much. 
(His first impression of Metro Manila was the 
impossible traffic on the way from the air- 

ort.) 
PT am just coming to learn about the Fil- 
ipinos,” he said. “What 1 know is, they're 
strong Catholic. In Rome there are many Fil- 
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delicious irony as we broached the idea to 
Bro. Carballo the afternoon we called on 
him in the Franciscans’ Provincial House at 
San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City. It 
was the day of his arrival, and he was 
scheduled to meet and have dinner with 
other-friars at Forbes Park the following 
дау. 

Asked what he thought that the Francis- 
“ans were actually running what could be the 
richest parish in the country, he looked a bit 
surprised and seemed ata loss for words. 

“You know that place?” he asked curiously. 
“I have not been there. I don't know exactly 
the situation there.” 

He leamed, though, that the Franciscans 
settled in the place when it was still a waste- 
land. Thus, it wasn't a case of the friars mak- 
ing an incursion into the enclave of the rich 
but vice versa. 

"For me it is not a question of geographical 
situation,” he said. "I can be in a poor area asa 
“rich man, or can bea poor man in a rich area. 
We are open to all, whether rich or poor, 
clever or dumb. We are here to preach, to give 
global liberation." 

Their primary mission, according to the 
teaching of St. Francis, is to live with the 
poor, the powerless, the marginalized—re- 
gardless of cultures and regions. Maintain. 
ing a direct contact with people, they serve 
in parishes and hospitals as well as teach in 
universities. 

Franciscan communities are known to 
sprout in impoverished areas. They have put 
"up schools in Latin America, particularly in 
Colombia, Argentina, Mexico. They have a 
hospital for AIDS patients in Thailand and a 
rehabilitation center for drug dependents in 
Italy. 

“The first step in liberating the poor is to 
live with them and share with them your life," 
said Bro. Carballo. “Liberation theology is a 
consequence of the Gospel—if you read and 
practice it and are fully committed to it. But 
would like to insist on liberation in its full and 
complete sense, liberation in a large sense, 
not only material, political and social. It is al- 
so spiritual liberation.” 


BRO. Carballo with (from left) Bro. Ambrosio van Si, definitor general from Vietnam, and Bro. Arturo Daguilanea, 
former: i 


ipinos... thank the Filipinos for their love of 
the Franciscans.” 

There аге now some 20,000 OFM Franci 
cans worldwide, with over 100 bishops and 
six cardinals. Despite that, they are decreas- 
ing in Europe and North America, revealed 
Bro. Carballo, 

“But we are a new presence in Asia,” he 
continued. "We are increasing especially in 
poor countries like Myanmar, East Timor. 
We want to increase our presence in Asia, 
and there is a growing vocation in Africa 
and Latin America. I'm optimistic of the fu- 
ture.” 

He explained that the problem at the mo- 
ment was not vocation but faith. It was not a 
problem with the religious orders but with the 
family, that it could not handle the proper 
transmission of faith. “In the family is the fu- 
ture of the Church and society,” he said. 

Franciscans worldwide are preparing for 
the eighth centenary next year of the Order of 
Friars Minor. The minister generals trips 
abroad must be a prelude to the grand cele- 
bration of the order's 800 years. 

“But it is not just celebration,” said Bro. 
Carballo, “It is also a profound renewal of 
our lives, to return to our origins to recap- 
ture the strength and vitality, to return to 
the Gospel, to live with the Gospel, accord- 
ing to St. Francis... We are the friars of the 
people, and we want to remain the friars of 
the people.” 


New presence 

However, maybe because of the seeming 
severity in the practice of their vows—or is it 
the drabness of the haberdashery?— Francis 
‘can friars give the impression of being conser- 
vative. 


РНЕ a 
INTERIOR of the church of San Pedro Bautista Parish in Quezon City, motherhouse of the Philippine OFM 
Franciscans 
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PREMIER CROSSWORD? By Frank A. Longo CAN COUNT ON 
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Shroud of Turin mall tour 
begins July 20 
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MALLGOERS WILL HAVE THE RARE 
opportunity to see starting July 20 
the world's most studied archeologi- 
cal artifact during the Philippine Ex- 
hibition of "Mystery of the Shroud of 
‘Turin’ in selected SM Supermalls. 

The Shroud's first stop is SM City 
Pampanga. 

‘The Shroud of Turin, a centuries- 
old linen cloth bearing the image of a 
crucified man, has long been revered 
as the burial shroud of Jesus of 
Nazareth. It is kept in a cathedral in 
Turin and displayed three or four 
times ina century. 

‘The Philippine exhibit will show- 
case a replica of the Shroud as well as 
80 other items from the collection of 
Barrie Schwong, official document- 
ing photographer commissioned by 
King Umberto Il of Savoy. 

Irene Lloren, president of Shroud 
Exhibits International, Inc., said the 
exhibit would feature exclusive video 
clips, special artifacts, and over 80 ex- 
hibit items. 

‘The exhibit also includes an Ado- 
ration Chapel for visitors who wish to 
spend some quiet moments in prayer 
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‘THE PHILIPPINE Exhibition of “Mystery of the Shroud of Turin’ 

open July 20 at SM City Pampanga. It will then tour the SM 
‘Supermalls—at the SM Mall of Asia from Sept. 8-Dec. 9; SM City Davao 
Jan. 18 to Feb. 3, 2008 and at SM City Cebu April 4-27. 


and meditation, as well as a special 
area for special events and work: 
shops hosted by religious groups. 
‘The 45-minute exhibit tour is man- 
aged by Primetrade Asia and en- 
dorsed by the Catholic Bishops Con- 


ference of the Philippines; the De- 
partment of Education; and the Com- 
mission on Higher Education. It will 
benefit the Sisters of the Holy Face 
Congregation; the Holy One of the 
Lord Catholic Foundation, Inc; and 


the Diocese of Parafiaque. 

After the July 20 opening, the exhi- 
bition will tour SM Supermalls: Sept. 
8-Dec. 9, SM Mall of Asia; Jan. 18-Feb. 
3, 2008, SM City Davao; and April 4- 
27, SM City Cebu. 
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Davao demo on floral arts 


‘FLORAL ARTIST MARK PAMPLING 
‘of Australia will conduct a seminar- 
"workshop, with a demonstration-ex- 
«hibit, at 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Aug. 3, at the 
ISM City Entertainment Center in 
‘Davao City. 

Organized by Jasam Floral Sun- 
“dries, Pampling will share his exper- 
stise in floral arts design trends and 
‘techniques. 

Pampling will demonstrate ev- 
eryday designs, new ways with ev- 
eryday bouquets and arrange- 
ments, versatile arrangements for 
all occasions, innovative and cre- 
ative designs, quick but exquisite 
function designs, latest techniques 
‘for special events and funeral ar- 
rangements, flowers to wear, new 
trends in wedding floral arrange- 
ments, bridal bouquets, creative 
theme arrangements, versatile cer- 
стопу and ritual designs, table 


BRIDAL bouquet winner 


centerpiece arrangements. 

Mark Pampling is a free-lance de- 
signer, floristry teacher and demon- 
strator from Australia with State and 
National Florist of the Year titles be- 
hind him. 

Jasam Floral Sundries has orga- 
nized seminar workshops in the past 
two years, bringing in international 
floral masters like Richard Go of the 
United States and Eunice Teo Kee of 
Malaysia. It co-sponsored with the 
World Flower Council Anson Low of 
Singapore. It also sponsors annual 
competitions such as the amateur flo- 
ral arrangement competition in Dan- 
gwa Flower Center and the Waling 
Cup in Davao City (tel. 082-2264446; 
082-2218248; fax 082-2211395 or e- 
mail alp@malagos.com, and, in 
Metro Manila, 02-2420963 to 64; fax 
02-2420965 or e-mail jasamfloral- 
sundries gmail.com 


answer on page C3 
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Milestones = Hi й Sou, p 


We welcome announcements of weddings and en- 
gagements. Submit names of engaged couple, 
names of parents, date and place of wedding, and 
gown designer along with a photo of the couple 
‘and a sketch of the bridal gown, if any, to the Iv- 
силти, PO. Box 2353 Makati Central Post Office 
1263 Makati City. E-mail to lfestyle@inquir- 
ercom.ph. A photo of the bride and groom is re- 
quired ifthe wedding has already taken place. An- 
nouncements will be printed depending on space. 
availability and at no cost to the senders. 


EMANUEL-BARADI 

topher Emanuel, son of Charles and 
Akemi Emanuel, and Kimberley Ann Al- 
bano-Baradi, daughter of Jose and Anne 
Baradi, were recently wed in civil rights be- 
fore the magistrate of New York City. The cou- 
ple will have their Christian wedding on Dec. 
29, at the Wack-Wack Golf and Country Club. 


ВЕПАТ, -GONZALES 

Lee Thurman John Brual, son of Godo III X 7 
and Marie Zulueta Brual, recently wed Leira 3 VILLANUEVA-SUBONG 
Corrine Gonzales, daughter of Leo and Gora Earl А. Villanueva, son of Robert and Irma Villanueva, and Dr. 
Magboo Gonzales, at St. James The Great in Sophia L. Subong, daughter of lawyer Rogelio and Nieva Subong, 


Alabang. Reception was held at The Palms recently exchanged vows at the Coconut Palace grounds. 
Country Club, Alabang. The bride wore a cre- 


ation by Ito Curata. 


" ATON- 
^ CACABELOS 
EZNGRANDE TRAVEL PHILS агас : Tan Benemerito 
" Super Promo: x 

вооа рт aaa me RT airfare, o. | Ehrlich, wil wed Ji à n E, 
amahan breast. lund seo tronsjers, & rows || celle Mohammed, Stn ust doand Zorina Aton, 
C avat ees anit Nov.15, 2007) daughter of Rodolfo ROTONI DEBUT тесе wed МА 
BOHOL TOURS PALAWAN ADVENTURE < and Jesusa Mo- MafeC.Rotoni, daughter of Rolando and Teen G Cacabelos, 
SrA Tepe DAS RIUR L0 A hammed, on July 28, Marietta Rotoni, recently celebrated her daughter of engineer 
a at the Baguio Coun. 18th birthday at Club Manila East, Taytay, Mario and Enedina 
Pay MDA AL SAGADA. BANALE CA try Club, Baguio City. Rizal, She is a Forestry student at the Univer- Cacabelos, at the 

ar raver vations calli таг! 99120241. M d sity of the Philippines-Los Baños. She wore a ger 
cei EL OTRO a Gyan اشا‎ princess gown designed by Nomer Cerbito. Church, Midsayap, 
Cotabato. Reception 
was held at Hill Park 
Function Hall and 
Aton Residential 
Farm. Gowns were 
created by Juliet 
Pamintuan. 


integration of di HANGA 
Е ELEAZAR 

Dr. Felix E Laban- 
da Jr, son of Felix 
and Florentina La- 
banda, and Dr. Anna 
Lee L. Eleazar, 
daughter of Clemen- 
cio and Angelina 
Eleazar, recently 
wed at the Malate 
Church. Reception 
was held at Diamond. 
Hotel. Kimi Go de- 
signed the bridal 
gown 


4 “ADD P500 

i to avail бабе Kiks Package 
1,600 songs 8:07 е А м maa! 1,600 songs цс 

Sony KIKSAKIKSAY and KiksA2 Sony KIKS, КАТ and KiksA2 
DVD Software + Sony Microphone araoke System DVD Software + Sony Microphone 


for etery purchase of selected for every purchase of selected 
Mini HiFi Systems Home Theatre Systems . 1, 


| Kiks Softwares 

$ Choose from a variety of 1,600. 
4. Original Pinoy Music (OPM) and, j 
^ Foreign selections that will suit 22 : j 

J: > your taste in music. i j RONQUILLO - TANUDTANUD 

ў: Sony DVD Karaoke jh i Arsenio Ronquillo Jr. son of Arsenio Sr. and Meselina Ronquillo, 


Make your home the venue for you 


r next recently wed Violeta Tanudtanud, daughter of Fabian and Rosalinda 
karaoke bash with the fully, o 
DVD Karaoke player - features like realtime: 


ked Sony 1 Tanudtanud, at the Sacred Heart Parish. Reception was held at 
Scoring functor exciting Scola MN Kowloon House West, QC. 


and score ranking lists a mere song away! 
"Kis Playback with Scoring Function опу. 


== | Bridal fair in Ortigas 


CROWNE PLAZA GALLERIA Services will include 
Manila is presenting Weddings hairstylist; bridal cars; florists; 
MAGGRTOOD- P360 ISRDMUD-PSES > NNCGNEOOS-PISD MACGNIBRD-FD.GD — MACONDTID-FIMOO ^ MAC-OND33D-PISASO at Crowne Plaza, a bridal fair entertainment providers; pho- 

| = j tobeheld Aug. 11-I2artheho- tographers and videographers; 
It olf! "| See catalogue for the complete line-up of Kiks Family | ‘ls Stend Balcom, honeymoon, reor desine 


" This year’s event is expected tions; and fashion shows for 
ES. EM | (Mini HiFi, Home Theatre and DVP-K88P]. to be bigger and more impres- wedding gowns, tuxedos and 


ЛҮҮ паказан P2690 sive than last year's, with more wedding party attire. 
" | activity and an extensive list of Exhibit booths are still avail- 
[Xr Visit our new website at www.sony.com.ph pliers and еврога, able at prices ranging from 
E sn ny Sa uer Mn No cre Gest vt sa APS With the theme "Weddings P17,000 and P25,000 for two 
for all Seasons,” it will explore days. Assignment of booth lo- 
romanticism to its fullest. cation is on a first-come-first- 
Henry Pascual, official de- served basis. 


rem seal Q Ў елет 

CAIN RE a AY signer of the event, is working Crowne Plaza Galleria Mani- 
Я 4 \ NAG ania ишш му . 

| U 


with exhibitors and event sup- la is at the corner of Ortigas 
Deg) fel oo Centrum data: kag 20 ; P 
абзе атт Асоба pius enda cly qm | | pliers to come up with ideas for and ADB Avenues. Call 


баазад зална square а засаде Азад: "| | weddings in any time of the 6337222 ог e-mail mnlep@ 


d Year ihg.com. 
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Samsung's Ultra Edition Il: 
Stylish and slim, 
‚ twice over 


Here are new designs 
4 کیک‎ * 
-marks the 3.5G Ultra Edition MS k to fulfill your wildest 
$ З 


“12.1 (U700). Transfer your files i Shek хансха аса 
d multimedia content to this S ац ; 0.9 (0600) offers easy access 
phone that offers 3.6 Mbps "THE ULTRA Edition Il range is slimmer and more powerful, with mobile-phone dreams 


to applications and overall 
data transfer speed. cutting-edge functions and improved designs. 


come up with a groundbreak- 

ing innovation that serves 
Zboth form and function. Samsung 
tadds the Ultra Edition II Series to its 
“bevy of mobile phones. 

Four new phones follow Samsung's success- 
ful Ultra range. First, Samsung's Ultra Edition 
10.9 (0600) allows for easy access of applica- 
tions and overall usability. Tt also features a 3.2 
megapixel camera and a 2.22-inch wide TFT 

„LCD widescreen for effortless viewing. 

T Another stylish and functional slider is the 
3.5G Ultra Edition 12.1 (U700). Transfer your 

“files and multimedia content in this HSDPA 
phone that offers 3.6 Mbps data transfer speed. 

"Load up your gallery and explore the 3.56 Ultra 
Edition 12.1 (U700)'s video telephony func- 
tionality and auto-focus camera. All ofthese 
powerful features are contained in a slim 
12.1mm profile. 

Meanwhile, Samsung's Ultra Edition 9.6 
00300) is encased in full metal ina stylish 
clamshell design. It offers an array of multime- 
dia capabilities with a generous 70MB memory, 
3 megapixel camera and TV-out capability. 

‘The candy bar handset Ulta Edition 5.9 
(U100) is the slimmest mobile phone in the 
world. The discerning and tech-savvy will be 
pleased with its high-speed connectivity and 
Yahoo Ready feature. It also boasts of its 3 
megapixel camera, 11 hours of music play time 
and large 1.93-inch color TFT screen. 

‘The Ultra Edition П range is slimmer and 
тоге powerful with cutting-edge functions and 
improved designs. Samsung's Optimized Power, 
Usage Solution (Opus) sets the Ultra Edition I 
apart by guaranteeing maximum performance 
with increased talk time by 10 percent, power 
saving by 30 percent and battery capacity by 10 
percent 

‘Another unique feature is Samsung's Smart 
Surface Mounting Technology (SSM) which 
reduces the number of required components, 
interference and noise. These handsets com- 
"bine the mobile phone and music player with 
‘super sound quality highlighted by ICEpower 
amplifier developed by Bang & Olufsen and a 
dedicated music interface. 

Whether it is the stylish and functional slider 
Ultra Edition 10.9 (U600), metallic clamshell 
Ultra Edition 9.6 (U300) or candy-bar handset 
Ultra Edition 5.9 (0100), the Samsung Ultra 
Edition П range is sure to meet your mobile- 
phone desires. 
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THE 

CANDY-BAR 

handset 

Ultra Edition 5.9 

(U100) is the 
slimmest mobil 

phone in the world, 


UNIQUE to this fresh range of mobile 
phones, Samsung's Optimized Power Usage 3 i f | 
Solution (Opus) sets the Ultra Edition Il 1 
apart by guaranteeing maximum imagine a new measure о sty e 
performance with increased talk time. 

eR Every millimeter matters in the design of the Ultra Edition II series. 


e ] Imagine a 3.2 megapixel camera, music player and advanced Smart 
: User Interface - all packed in this 10.9mm beauty. Slim. Stylish. Smart, 


T озо овоо | озо With Samsung's new Ultra Edition Il phones, it's not that hard to 
аїр. [ c: E Ж imagine. ph.samsungmobile.com 
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ANOTHER one-of- 

ackind feature is 

Samsung's Smart 

Surface Mounting 

Technology which SAMSUNG Ultra 
reduces the number Edition Il has the 

of required slimmest specs in the 
‘components, market today among 
intererenceand mobile phones. 
noise. 
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BEAUTY queen and TY PENINSULA Manila's GM ABS-CBN Publishing President Ernie ICONIC fashion designer Inno Sotto 
personality Miriam Quiambao David Batchelor Lopez 


RUSTAN'S Supermarket's winning DOODY Tuason with son Sev DESIGN expert BEAUTY doctor Vicki Belo and Hayden GLOBE Asiatique's 
tandem Crickette and Donnie Tantoco main man Ben Chan Kho Divine Lee 


sail 


GLOBE Head for Sales and TESSA Valdes and Christine Jacob- MONS Tantoco ARCHIE Rodriguez SUMMIT'S Liza SUPERMODEL Tweety FASHION designer 
Marketing Ferdz dela Cruz Sandejas Gokongwei de Leon-Gonzalez Randy Ortiz 


AMSUNG'S SUCCESSFUL 
launch ofits Ultra line 
means that more and more 
people are catching the Ultra 
fever. 
More of them will be beguiled 
with the Ultra 2 Edition phones, 
which were recently unveiled at 
the Rigodon Ballroom of The 
Peninsula Manila Hotel. 
Itwas an evening draped in 
black and white chic, with the 
country’s who's who partaking of 
the spirit of style, sleekness, slim- 
ness and sophistication that best 
describe the new line of Samsung 
Ultra 2 phones 
‘The evening began with cock- 
tails in the ballrooms foyer, 
which was masked in elegant 
black. Host Edu Manzano then 
parted the curtains to reveal the 
dining area, with its two long ta- 
bles adorned with rich white ros- 
es and blooms executed by 
Robert Blancaflor. 
Opening the evening was Sam- 
sung's VP for Mobile Phones 
Charles Choi, who briefly talked 
about the new lines of mobile 
phones Samsung was unveiling 
that night. He also thanked the 
guests, which also included Sam- 
зип dealers and partners, tele- F MODELS 
com operators and society figures, | P го 
The sumptuous feast that fol- SEW +: Î Samsung 
lowed was capped by the unveil- d E j Ultra Edition 
ing of The Ultra Edition 2, with i Wang] We chie 
models parading the premium designs. 
phone in fashion creations by JC 
Buendia and Anne Bichelmeier. 
‘The Brass Monkeys provided the 
music to the exuberant night. 
“all those here tonight personi- 
fy the Ultra life, and we hope ev- 
eryone continues to lead the spirit 
PACO Sandejas of passion,” said Choi. He then led 
the throng in a toast to the good 
Jife—Samsung's Ultra Life. 
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Five movers, one phone 


HAT DOREAL- pasate raven 
estate maverick and international mod- 
EUR UE | "x ; Ou Loose 


E na pa mobile phone that ad- 
CBN VP Lauren Dyogi, 1 т Я dresses her business 


photographer cum devel- i j peek 
oper Victor Consunji, en- У : ously matching her 


Eh ng sense of style. As 
trepreneur Techie Hag Globo Asiatique vice 


dorn and Beverly Hills А [ 4 president for Interna- 
6750's David Bunevacz T NES M í tional Sales, she needs 
have in common? Dé ч i to keep her contacts 


T k and day-to-day sched- 
manding work, that’s for ule in order at all times, 


sure, but also the right mo- Р ۴ į “The Samsung i600 
bile phone for their needs. 1 m 3 allows me to view my 

‘The recently launched Samsung k N schedule and contacts 
Ultra Messaging i600 Smart- t ^ effortlessly. I'm always 
phone—with its slim, user-friendly ‚ы d 4 on the go, visiting 
design and innovative, cutting- sites, attending meet- 
edge functions—is a mobile device ings and traveling. | 
that keeps them productive while love that It can keep up 
they juggle the responsibilities of bud my multitasking 
offs eal howe. lifestyle,” she says. 

‘Measuring only 11.8 mm and 
weighing 105 g, the Samsung i600 
is the world’s thinnest 3.5G smart 
phone with a full QWERTY key- 
board. It blends the desktop func- 
tionality of the Windows Mobile 
5.0 platform with extensive multi- 
media capabilities to help people 
work on the go, stay in touch with 
family and friends, or just have 
fun. 


The lite of a TV di- 
rector and filmmaker is, 
often an unpredictable 

* rid 


the producer of 

‘Pinay Big Brother, 1 
am оп call 24/7," 
shares ABS-CBN vice 
president for Entertain- 
ment Lauren Dyogi. 
"Му phone keeps me. 
organized and allows 
meto keep a file of my 
Pran ian Wee | Adayinthe life of 29-year-old Victor Consunji, the general contractor of VConsunji inc., is all about 
AI A = site visits and inspections, a process that requires attention to detail as well as adeptness when it 
trieving my e-mails is comes to dealing with people. 
ает E For Consunji, the Samsung 1600 is the perfect mobile device because of its no-nonsense organiza- 
lem with me because кок 
ан =ч) "The calendar ensures | don't forget anything. Also, the extra battery makes sure that I'll never ba 

Dy ae ne 1 without charge, even on site. The camera allows me to take snapshots of the work in progress.” 

ates the phone's wide |, Ng 
and graphic LCD : — y 
screen, as well as its y 
ability to store his im- 
portant files without af- 
fecting other functions. 


runs—hardworking entrepreneur Techie German-Hagedorn is always on the go. Her day consists of lio annually. 
monitoring her store's sales and inventory, as well as making numerous phone calls and planning trips. "My Samsung i600 
"The Samsung i600 is the perfect phone for ma," she says. "It keeps me in touch with my staff, my what to do, who I'm 5 
suppliers, family and friends. I can access my mail easily from anywhere with no hassle. It also has a supposed to meet,” he 
great organizer that helps me plot my day." 4 А says. с 
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eek, chic, extraord 


‘EACH Ultra phone is a unique piece that 
caters to specific user needs,” Samsung VP 
for mobile phones Charles Choi says. 


уу” 
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imagine style you can measure 


Imagine. A millimeter. And what a difference in style it can 
make.The Ultra Edition Il lineup features 13,2 megapixel camera, 
music player and the slimmest and sleekest design in every forh. 
With Samsuna's Ultra Edition Il phones, it's not that hard to 
imagine. ph.samsungmobile.com 


Corporation Ground Floor, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greens, San Juan, Metro Manila 


Samang билии Сенын Canter TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG to PLDT o: o 6 AlSUNG lor Digtet. 
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JUST WHAT IS THE “ULTRA LIFE”? 

Charles Choi, Samsung VP for mobile 
phones, explains: “Samsung has always em- 
braced and encouraged going beyond the 
norm. We admire people who are able to in- 
spire others simply through their desire and 
passion.” 

Fe Varilla, Samsung Group Head for Mobile 
Phones, adds: “They go beyond limits, and 
continue to better themselves and their tal- 
ents. In doing so, they provide impeccable 
impressions in the minds of people who as- 
pire to be more than they already are. Simply 
put, bringing out the best in one's self that 
is definitely ultra. This idea epitomizes Sam- 
sung' Ultra Life.” 

Samsung's Ultra line of mobile phones— 
‘The Ultra Edition 1, Ultra Special Edition and 
Ultra Edition II—is the brand’s way of paying 
tribute to a lifestyle much coveted by every- 
one. 

With the introduction of the first Ultra line, 
the D900 (with a slider equipped with Blue- 
tooth capability and a 3-megapixel camera), 
0830 (a clamshell with a U-Tracker) and 
X820 (an ultra-light music phone), Samsung 
entered the market with the world's slimmest 
mobiles, thus catching the eye of everyone 
from top executives to tech enthusiasts and 
fashion mavens. 

‘This success was followed by the Ultra Spe- 
cial Edition's F300 music phone, F500 video 
phone and Smartphone i600. 

Now, the Ultra Edition II paves the way for 
greater technology and style. The line offers 
highly competitive lightweights including the 
Ultra Edition 10.9 (0600), Ultra Edition 12.1 
(0700), Ultra Edition 9.6 (U300) and Ultra 
Edition 5.9 (U100). 

Varilla explains: “With slim, ergonomic de- 
signs coupled with durable structure that 
packs in topnotch features, users are allowed 
to discover lifestyle-enhancing mobiles that 
are both functional and beautiful at the same 
time—a blend of artistry with breakthrough 
technology,” says Varilla. 

“Breaking through convention to achieve 
something beyond the ordinary is the very 
philosophy of Samsung. Asa service to our 
consumers, we are dedicated to and passion- 
ate about surpassing limits. This is what the 
Ultra Life embodies,” says Choi. 


PETTITT 
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“WHETHER you're a corporate executive ог 
a creative artist, you can be assured that any 
Samsung phone you choose will deliver a 
benchmark-raising performance!” 


E 


mobile group head Fe Varilla 
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Ноиумоор 


Ruben V. Nepales 


LOS ANGELES—LUKE WILSON HAD TO 
face rats—not the cute, gourmet-cooking vari- 
ety in the new Pixar movie, “Ratatouille,” but 
real ones in “Vacancy.” 

Luke wished the rats were computer-generated 
(СС) їп a scene he had to do for “Vacancy” a hor- 
rorthuiller about a soon-to-be-separated couple 
stranded in a creepy motel after their car breaks 
down. Luke and Kate Beckinsale's characters dis- 
cover that the slasher movies they are watching 
were filmed in the room they are in. The pair must 
struggle to get out before they themselves become 
the “stars” of the latest snuff film shot in that 
room. 

In an interview, the younger brother of Owen. 
Wilson said, “When you read the scrip, the scene 
with rats is just a small part of the movie. The 
script just says, They go into a tunnel and crawl. 
But when you get there, its four days of work in 
the tunnel. And the script says there are a few rats. 
When you show up, there are 50 of them. I would 
love for the rats to have been CG instead. Kate was 
tough. 1 was kind of hoping that shell complain 
about it. So then I won't have to. Because I would 
have said, ‘Do we know that these rats don't have 
rabies? Are they safe? Do they know that they are 
here for a movie? Where did they come from? Are 
they (members of) SAG (Screen Actors Guild)?” 

like admitted, “its one of ће few times I drank 
on the job. I had to have a shot of tequila to get in 
there again with the rats. I was really worrying 
about rabies. I thought, is there any way Lance, 
my stunt guy, can do this?” 

‘Since he and Owen often talk lovingly about 
their parents, who have been married for a long 
time, Luke was asked why he himself has not got- 
ten hitched. “If anything, 1 feel like it (his parents! 
marriage) almost works against us,” he explained. 
“My parents are still together. Its not like they had 
an idyllic relationship or didnt have problems. But 
would hate to get divorced. I would hate to have 
kids with somebody I didn't stay with. Ihada great 
childhood—not that there weren't hard times. But 
Thad friends whose parents divorced and I would 
see them get shuttled between houses on week- 
ends. Iwant to provide what my parents did." 

‘The man who once dated Gwyneth Paltrow 
and Drew Barrymore added, “Were in this busi- 
ness where you're always on the road. You work 
strange hours, You may be in a relationship but 
you go to work on a movie and kiss some actress. 
Tm not complaining, Im just saying that it makes 
for a strange environment. My brother Andrew 
has been married twice. Its not like we havent 
tried. But marriage is definitely something I want 
to do. Im 35 and maybe that’s the new 35. I cer- 
tainly don't want to get into something so serious 
until 1 find the right person. Maybe it will hap- 
pen—maybe it won't.” 


Double treat 

Doyou remember the double movie features of 
youryouth? 

We certainly remember the feeling after spend- 
ing hours inside a movie theater in Dagupan. We 
came out abit disoriented, not knowing what time 
of day it was but definitely exhilarated by the 
"double" (that was the popular term) we just saw. 

Quentin Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez, © 
two buddy filmmakers who work so closely and 
harmoniously together they like to joke that their 
friendship is “the most successful marriage ever,” 
share the same nostalgia for double features. 


RODRIGUEZ/G4 


ROBERT RODRIGUEZ 


8-pc CALIFORNIA MAKI 
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and Tarantino: A great tandem: 
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irony p49.00 


ER 


defense Rushes /G4 


E Dad on Angel's 
‘temper tantrums’ /н1 


MASARAP, 


PORK TONKATSU 
with 160z Red Iced Tea 


ferent р97,00 


“Gusto ko makita niya ang first step ni baby 


kahit malayo siya.” 


Posible! Dahil can-afford n'yong lahat mag Globe 3G-Video IDD Call! 


May pinakamurang 3G handset, plus Video IDD Call sa presyo ng regular IDD rate... 
kaya parang hindi siya nawalay sa tabi n'yo. 
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At 0% interest up to 12 months 

Get 1 phone at only?-6,250 

Get 2 phones or more for just? 6,050 each 
Al come witha Globe 64K SIM 


Discounted rate В vale ot Globe Business Centers oniy: 


@ LG Mobile 


Introducing the 


LG KU250 handset! 


voted winner of the “3G for All” campaign 


+ 3G/Video Calling-capable 
+ 12 mega-pixel dual camera 
+ МРЗ Player and Games 

+ Magaan atstper slim 


pm 
| Select'Setings*» "Network > "Network Mode > UMTS. 

| Type the country code area code nd mobie number youre 
[stra se Opto мше Vie Co 


+ 


zi 
Plus, get a FREE LGKU250 for Postpaid Plan 800 and up! 
Hurry! This LG KU250 offer is up to July 31, 2007 only. 

For more info, tumawag sa lobe Customer Hotline 730-1000, or visit any Globe Hub 


or Globe Business Center. Fr free info sa Globe's Super 36 services, mag log-on sa 
Sin betterthan3gcom «httpi/wwwbetterthanio сопу of text 36 to 2222. 


sure, ang lakas mo sa Glebe 


Per DTENCR Perit Мо 2634 Series of 2007. See flyers for details, 


У тне STAR or “JUST MY LUCK" 15 BACK IN ANOTHER 


HEART-WARMING ROMANTIC-COMEDY 
SOULE. FEED Pre ANA ж A 


tHomas CHRIS PINE day 
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mumaess GET READY 
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JULY 15, 2007, 
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Humperdinck concert 


FORTY YEARS AFTER BREAKING INTO THE 
scene with “Release Me,” which became No. 1 
in 11 countries and entered the Guin- 

ness Book of Records for spend- , 

ing 56 weeks on the charts, En- 

gelbert Humperdinck is, 
still touring and has in- 
cluded Manila in his 
itinerary. 

“Engelbert 
Humperdinck: The 40th Anniversary Tour” 
goes to the Araneta Coliseum on Aug. 19. 

As a special pro- 
mo, every P500 sin- 
gle’ purchase from 
any' Araneta Center 
establishment enti 
Чез the buyer to a 
raffle coupon in 
weekly draws. 

Two winners of 
patron tickets will be 
drawn each week un- 
til Aug. 12. 

For the ticket pro- 
mo, log on to HUMPERDINCK 
wwwaranetacen- 
terner. Visit www.ticketnet.com.ph for reser- 
vations. 
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“REMARKABLE! It will steal your heart.” 
Rex Reed, New York Observer 


“TWO THUMBS UP! 


TO FALL IN LOVE ON WED 


PUBLIC SEALED BIDDING 


To be held in PNB Davao Branch 
on July 23, 2007, Monday at 3:00 P.M. 


Location:Purok 4, Brgy. Southern Davao, Panabo City 


Description Market 
Value 


ICT  LotArea Fir. Area 


Minimum Bid 
(sqm.) (sqm.) Price 


Price 


5650-C T-169467 | 20,910 ] 


5650-8 P 16,796,685 |Р 14,500,000.00 


т-169468 | 49,889 


5650-А___[ T-169469 | 33,246 | 496 


date а! you 


r own risk. 


saaan 


TEL 


Contact Person : AVP Tene O. Paraiso 


14% 


For Buyers, pls. bring: DISCOUNT 


1) Initial 10% deposit of Bid offer. 
2) Fill-up Bid application. 


FOR INQUIRY 


| PNB HEAD OFFICE - MANILA 
AMS SALES I — South 


PNB-AMS Southern Mindanao Regional Desk 
NOs: (02) 526-3503 TEL NOs: (082) 222-6836 
Contact Person : MGR. Crispin L. Alpas, Jr. 


AM Teresita R. Pineda ASA Imelda Sepe 
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arm yor etat y ting SURESEATS 088 or SURESEAT G4 la 2339 (Glas) ar 211 (Smart) er lg ont wo. sureseats.com for web saran 


‘Move schedules may change without priar aie For verilcaton, please cal 729-7777 
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Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 
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The Fashion Sale (Up to 70% discount from participating Greenbelt 3 8 4 stores) 
July 1 to 15, 2007 


Losser 


ALABANG 
TOWN 


ENTER 


Electroworld Exhibit 
July 13 to 22, 2007 


АМ Surfer Exhibit 


AYALA CENTER. 
Е July 1 to 15, 2007 


ВРІ Appliance Madness 
July 6 to 22, 2007 


MARKET! MARKET! 


ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays 
& coporate events is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 
For bookings, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3861 


Damian Domingo: The First Great Fi 
toners of Philippine 
For more inf, pls. сай 757-7117 


ino Painter Exhibit - June 19 to Jan. 6 
а - June 15 to January 6, 2008 
14 or email museum, inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 
July 1 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center 


HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 
July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 


DESTINATION: BOSSA 
Groove to the beat of bossa and samba 

with The Company. Also featuring 

Eileen Sison and Guarana. 


Jy 15,60 
Зора Activity Center 


NOW SHOWING AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS [f 


For screening schedule, pis. call 729-77777 
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ЕМ. Combes a toy 


Ша SEC 2 казтр SL, By Cor B. 2a Warehouse, 


Luo Баа Sage 
Let fom 200200 

La 20584 Canarana. Lat 
20532 Салата а LL 2108 
Tascam 


AUGUST 2, 


КР УР" 
as.2 0 0/9 


discount 


tos 100/@Eimerest 


2007 e THURSDAY ә 2:00 PM e PENTHOUSE; 


B.A. LEPANTO BLDG. Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


ITEM 25- VACANT LOT 
LA. 000 am. 

Lal B32. Tha Rivara Got Ard 
Coury Cub. Brgy LungonFomety 
‘su, Siang Cava 

Met үш. 90000000 

‘Men Bd Pres 68500000 
TE 28: VAGANTLOT 

LA: 2000s. 

Lal 31. BK 9. The Ren Got Jed 
злу Cub, Brgy Lungonfomety 
Licet Siang Cove 

Market Viu 00000000 

Morum Pres 8650000. 
ТЕЙТ. VACANT LOT 

LA: 3000s. 

La, Bi f Ta Riera Golf And 
Cory Cub. By Lingon ame 
acs), Sang Cave 
малаа 00000000 

enue Ba Pre 6500000. 
TIER 28- VACANT LOT 
Еа 

a0, Bk & The River Gal nd 
Cour Cus, Brgy тростей 
Lino] Slang Cavia 

Mad Vas 00000000 

Mew ра Pres 5000. 
TTEM2-VACANTLOT 

LA 000. 

27,2. The Rivera Gol nd 
Courty Cub, Brgy LungnFamany 
csv lang Carte 

Matte уй 60000000 

mun Ba Pree 85000. 
TNO VACANT UOT 
ETE 

Lo 2 Bk 2 The Riera Golf Ard 
Coury Cu Bgy Lngentfemel 
Luss Stang Cate 

Hae Value 900.00000 

Метт Bá Pree -85500000 
TESI ACANTIOT 

LA: 20000 sgn 

La ВКО The Riven Goll Ard 
Coury Cu, Doy angeForedy 
‘Wes, Siang Cono 

Mart vue 000000. 


"TEM 1-LOT IMPROVEMENT 
LA 2 00sam РА: 16000 sqm. 
(аә Hall Corpo, Sata, 


Let 208% ê Casa Bilora Dive, 
Gren Pars Su, San Marcos, 
Canoe Bulacan 

eva 699100000. 

terum Bá Ps. 559 00000 
ITEM S-CANTLOT 


TEMS ng имана 
LA. STOOD sam 

аав Sud. Bo Tabo 
aa Va 7400000 
nm Ве Pic 630000010 
EMT =n ot gaan ас 


loy 
ER: ten san. 

Lot 26 Rs nf. Subd, Bo. Tabe 
[Gugant Bacon 

user vae 500 000 00 
esum Pree 85000000, 
Шор 
э Unmananedtrcovemat 
A: 152100 sam 

Lt 739 6 270.4 Bago Rod, 
Meycauayan, Власт 

ste abe 52000000 
em Bd Pie. 347800000 
TEMS- VACANTO DID 
LA 188000 ул 

ш 2420828282 Bunsuran, 
Рата Васа 

мапа veu 77500000 

evum ba pics 5900000 
TEM 10-LOTWITRDLAPDATED 


TTE S2 VICANTLOT 
LA 30000 qm 

1419.80 Tha Rivera Gol And 
Соту Ch. Doy LingenFomety 
esi) Siang Carte, 


ттм 40. VACANT LOT 
LA 71 S0 sm, 

Lol 39 BB Road, Sta Rosa 
Hanes, Brgy Dla, Sia Rosa, 
Laguna 

Martel Ve: 15720000. 


Memm Ba Prce 1800200. 


ITEM 4T- VACANTLOT 
LA TIO. 

p14 Bk 6 Rond. Sta Rosa 
Hones, Brgy Dia, ta. Rosa, 
la 


Mate! Value 15720000 


Mma Be Pres 18700900 


ПЕМ a8- VICANTTOT 
LA: TSOs 

La 2 807 Road, Sla Rosa Hones, 
Bug Dia Sa Rosa, Laguna 
Manat Vk: 15100000. 


Мето Bd Pre 15700000 


ATEN A8- VACANTTOT 
LA: SOs 

La S Bk Road, Sta Ross Hones, 
By Dia Sa Rosa, Laguna 
Mater au 15740000 


Mase Ba Pra 157.00000 


ПЕМ S0- WCANTLOT 
LASN SOs 

La T Bk Road Sta Rosa Hones, 
Эчү Dia Sa. Rosa, Laguna 
Markat үш. 15700000. 


MemenBéPme 15700000 _ 


ATEM ST- CANT LOT 
ur 

LO BN? Road. Sla Rosa Hones, 
ry Dia 5а Rosa, Laguna 
Martel Vue 15100100. 


Maman Bd Pie. 5700000 


TIERS WCANTLOT 
LATIO 

Lat 1007 Road, Sia Rosa 
Hones, Boy Dia, Sa Rosa, 
lagena 

Ma Ve: t5 0000. 


Ma Ва Pre 1510000) 


TIE SS- VACANTLOT 
LAM 

Lal ВКТ Road. Sia Rosa 
Hames, Brgy. Ola, Sa Rosa, 


Msn Варка ESUDOU Lag 


Marke Value 157,000 00 


Mem Ва Pre 16700000. 


ITEMS -VACANTLOT 
LATE зал. 
1а 18K 12 Road, Sa Rosa 


пешөв-\от& IMPROVEMENT 
LA: 2940) sen. FA: 1600 sqm 
Lata, к 10.494 Арыт St, Mar 
Wie Subs Dampa Malabon 
Martat ie: 116200000 
Meme Pics 110200000 
ITERGS-LOTE PROVEMENT 
LA. 21740 sam FA: 0000 уп. 
ИОА #240121 Озу 
S1 Singaong Malo Mania 
Mahal Vue 344300000 
Mesum Bd Pres: 250200000. 
TOTO Resor Lat wth 
мозу 

LA: 20800 sen 

Ltt, Bock OSA CA. 
Bonfaco Avenue Carer Road Lot 
ı91. Barro Barangca, Marna Cay 
Mase ou 300000000 
Mirm B4 Pree 255000000 
ITEM TT- LOTE PROVEMENT 
LA: 38000 m FA 684 00 уп 
a0, Bk 2, Major Posadas Awe. 
Posadas lege, Sucat Милла 
Maret Value 600000000 
Ms Bd Pca 487200000 
TTeMOr2- Res el wW Dry Res 


ITEMO9 -Resconta Lot uth bare 
qiam win Cat 

EA: 2000 00 som. 

38 Passa Sreel Barangay Nag- 
kolang Nayon. Novices, Quezon 
[3 

Mat Ve 775000000 
Wann Bd Pice 6200000 
IYEN 32- LOT A NPROVENERT | 
LA: 443 00 sm FA: 18000 sam. 
lat Tek 01 Ubro St, Kabay- 
atan, San Jun ММ. 

Майа Vs 627900000 
Minn Bd Pre 5110000 
ПОЗ LOTE PROVEMENT — 
LA: S0000 sqm FA: 9000 san 
La 424 530 Paso Road By 
Pasco Valenzuela Ciy. Meto 
Manis 

Maret Value 14900000. 

Marrum Ва Prce 112000000 


TEMA. VACANT LOT 
LA: 40200 sam. 

Lal ft Bic 2 Road Lot 8 Preig 
Esita Praso5 Brgy Sla, Crua, An 
palo ty 

Net Vale: 135000000 
Meum Вара. 139100000 
ПЕМ @ EMT LO 

LA: a78 0090m 

Lal 238% 3 Road Lots Paga 
sate Phase Brgy Sta. блп. Ar 
роосу 

Maret Value 129800000 
Ariman Dd Pree 1399 0000. 
ТЕШ SS -LOT W NAKESHIET ЙГ 
RPOVENENT 

ГА S2600 sqm 

ats 14-1 8 1-4-1 Ban Rd 
Brgy San Lis, Bo. Kay Aga Aati- 
po Cty 

Nate! Value 76900000, 

Mesum Ва Pre 63100000 
EM ST- CONDORINU UNIT 
FATTI Som. 

Uni 108, GF. Covina Tortosa. 
Cond. Espera Compound. 
Matos Ноу Brgy Mayamot, An- 
‘edo 

hart Ve 969.0000 
Mesum Bd Pre 7200000) 
TEMOS -Rest Lai w deg 
Sey Con siats 


ва 
LA: 30000 qn. 

792 ipi Steet Dona Вова 
Hogs Мулла Cy 

Manet ve 340900100 
Mew Bd Pres: 2560 00000 
TER 73- CONDORINUAURIT 
LA 15280 som 

‘Unt Penhouse E & sabe нат 
sen. E Roaryuez Ave 'omery 
Балот) Sun Vey Psu Cay 
Nata one 320000000 
Mem Bd Pno 3208 0000 
ТЕМ TA: CONDOMINIUM UNIT 
FA ASTOR. 

Uat 802 Слава De Be Cond 
Боза Bhd Cox Arp Road, Para- 
fae Ciy 

Mate ушш $810 000 00 
Menem Bá Pree 458 00.00 
TEM 75- LOT & PROVEMENT 
LA: 28800 sam FA: 251 00 syn. 
10446546A 4554H 2198P. 
Bagos St. Sia Сва Pasay Ciy 
Masa 588500000 
Mruma Bd Paes 5427 0000 
ATEMIS- LOT & MPROVENENT 


UA 29 Cosqm РА. 36800 sm 
LS WOM Sants ®. Sa баз 
Pasay Cty 
мака аше 531200000 
Mea Pre 371860000 
TEM T- CONDOMINIUM UNIT 
LA: 1970s. 
Unt C, ITTY FI: Bedera Toner 
Candon. San lgu Ave. Boy 
Sia Arion. Pasg Cay 
Mk Vat 1900 00 09 
Мактап Bd рка 780000000 
ATENTA- LOT E IMPROVEMENT 
LA 451 00 sqm FA: MOCO ул. 
lata BR 25 8 M Vaso S 
harian igs 8р ба 
Ena Marana Car 
Nore Vaue 180000 
Mmm Pee 185202000 
TEMOTD-Consomen Unt 
LA:20 sqm 
Unt 405 Рас Caen Condo 
nanam Propet Pang Cay 
Manat ate 80060060 
Mayan B4 Риа 100000009 
TTEN ED ОТА MPROYEHENT 
LA 3S0 РА 4400 sm 
Ча. Вк) Peps No Pon 
Brgy Зал бапдота Quezon Ciy 
Mane Vabe 650000 
Minem Bd рив 60800000 
EMT LOT W AEST IT 
POVENENT 
LA: 0000 san. 
Lo45BA3 Roadlot 81, (и 1086201, #74 Seo Bome 
Rosa Hones, Brgy Ola, Sta Rosa, pao, Tandang Sva Pai), Quezon 
(ара су 
Nora a 220 00000 art Vate: 450000 00 
raman Pree 72000000”. мыт во Рие 36000000 
ITED -VACANTLOT ITE LOT W MAKESHIFT WE 
LA: 9100 sm RPOVEVENT 
ХатВаЗ ош з5.58 A 3000 om 
Rosa Hones, Bgy Ola, St Ros, ol 13-A BR 198 9, Pinces jo 


Laguna St Dona Rosano ied Bayan, Ne 
[Dn 


irama Pres 22800000 anc ae: 124600000 
TTE T VACANTLOT rum ва Poe 925 0000 
Айю TENTES COON UNT — 
Lela Bk 2 Roastol2. Sta Rora FA фу 

Hones, Brgy Dia. Ба Rosa. Ара Gondo Bg, mia 


le загса: kassanan, Cubao, 
Mice uno етин 


Mam Bd рка 17200000 С rt Уе 860000 


NOTE RENT mog Мне 
‘LA: 6500 sqm TEMB-VACANTLOT 
таа атаара. ТШМ MONTI 
[rei Brgy Dia, Sta Rosa, Lot 11 Bi: 1 & Lot 2 Bk 5 Kasiyahan 
Мину 00. Sid. Biy Њу Bp Damon GIy 
kaman ba pres 00000 Met SOTO 


METRO:MANILA aaa 


КЕРА 
|ui m 
197 80а. Canes Cron Ban, See Qum 
кел Yg vue 120000000 
Nine Ва Pren-70,00000__ Мелта Prce 80800000 i 
Maman et Лоро _ Ti a8- LOT E PROVEMENT 
Cet КЫЧА | A-2050 sm FA W500 at 
bebe ii uh WIS pn 
Nata a co 
Mieter NG O _ ТЫП Coenen Un 
ТЕМ 65- LOT VA MAKESHIFT М- LA: 12595 sqm. 

RPoVEMENT Tams Pace Condomi? аз зз A 3HER Eno Del 
САО пиана Rosé Dime z8. узала oor, Raa 
Lol BBN 10.8 4361 ою. Quezon iy Unt - Ground Foor | Мака Ула 206780000 = 
LOS Mes PU. Азю (шымдарын РОШ 
Market Value. 5.675.000 CO. Мелта Вк Price 340085000 _} ТЕМ 0109- Residents! Lot wh. 7 
аня БО ор ПЕГЕ. Санаага. — Dun 

ПЕЛЕ WEANTLOT Inc Ае оион. 

LA SD Tapa Paco Condomina i FA: 180005 5 
AAO казнат Масти Rood Deren {ALJ Son, gy Lb P= 
ro Sa Ош MnC Cutan CIUMA- аон (шю 

ciae ао Mana 181560100 nate 1200000000 
Momm ВаРке 520200000  MewumBdPnos 1.634 04000 {Minumum Bx Price 1020000000. 
TONG CONDORMUN UNT — NEMEND -Consema Unt —{ TEM ONO -Fam Cat io 
mha Dicto {proven : 
FA Юй pat: А8500 

бый den lp, Раула, Mádanwgfn ica 189 Panay Toresa, Rud 

axa Cay ata UaD-Smfee ала 9000000000 $ 
Мәш 4800000 Mahal 030000 iren Ad Pre: 22001000, 
fireman Ba Pics 273300000 Метт Вартае 275427000 | Cagayan DeO, B 


* PNB ACCEPTS REAL ESTATE BROKERS 
© PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ON AN “AS IS WHERE IS" BASIS. 
PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE TO ENSURE SEATS. 


Ча 065 Рети Coc sega {Motet Ve 222000000 
Si. Lapin Cagayan De Oo Оу Meum Bd Риа BLUR, 
Майн Уво 36000000 "(NEWER Vct 
Immun Ва Рив -573200000 _ HeatanaiConmaci Ll 
ТЕГЕ LOT E WROVEMENT avs 140000 sm, 

Lat ea «7900 sam 

Fo Aea 2800 т. 
TELA No tB Yorn St, 
10 Cagayan De On C 
Manat ue 648720000 
mun Bd Pree 488500000 
TERES LOTW RES 
wer 


Martat Value. 900.00000 
Mev БаР: 8180000 
ITEM S3 WONT LOT 
LA 3000 sqm 
LaL Bc, ta Rivara Goll Ad 
County Cub, Brgy котер 
аса) Siang. Cane 
Master 90000000 
hiram Bd reo 85500000 
TTEMS-VACANTLOT 
LA 000 п 

Lat 10. BK S1. The via Gol And 
Coury Cub. Boy LongonFomedy 
lue) Stang Conte 
Mora Valu 66060000 
rena B4 Pace 85500000 
TEM 35- VACANTLOT 
LA: 30000 sqm. 
Lati BK SI, Tte Rivera ot And 
Солу Cub, Brgy Lungen(Famey 
aene So Carte 
Manet Vae 5008000 
Mevsum Dd Prce 85500000 
TTEN36-VACANTLOT 
LA: IS0 san 
La 8825 he vera Gol od 
Coury Cub Brgy LurgontFormety 
Leh. Slang Cale 
Manet vl 04500000 
Mum B4 Pre 258.0000 
TEM 3T- VACANTLOT 
LA 30030m. 
La 18.3% 28 The Riva Gol And 
Conr Cub. By LungeFomety 
Luchi Siang Cove 
Nave Vise 10100000 


ТӨГ. AGRLAND 
lois 4110000 je. 

Lol 240 Lover Haru Quezon, 
"aure 

ane vale 41100000 
Mum Bd ree. 308 

ПЕТР AGRUAND 

Lo Nos 3380100 ул. 

Lok 1070 Polaco, Quern, Bati 


Hames. Big Dia, Sa Rosa 
(agra 

ave Value 1570000 
Momm bd Pree 15700000 _ 
TESS YACANTLOT 
LATIS. 

Lot 1986 12 Road, Sa Rosa 
Homes. Ву Dia, Sa Rosa 


TTE GS Conrad Low CR 
ie 

Laer 391 дт 

Lal IDS Syo HY Posen 
Молам 52100000. 
Menu Варте 371700000 


MISAMIS ORIENTAL, 


TEA 38-107 8 PROVEMENT 
aden Рот 

Fior her 2800s. 

TALON Boy 15 Маалот 
Sl, Cagayan De On. 
Hate 6:38 0000 
Wma dre 61300102 
ТЕУ -LOT MAKESHIFT 
мүт 

lol Aes: 8400000 җа 
161258 Baron Canaman 
Cmn Oe Ora 
малае 825000000 

PENSE- LOT TORENT 
Wer 

oa 28300 gn 

и 18340 BTh Dusen, Palag. Ce 
em De Oo Oy 

Hone Wise 208500000 
Memes Bs Pren 208 00 00 
‘edad -LOTA MPROVENE 
алт 25000 sn 

Florey 162 00 sn 
Lot 15 BN V 609 расм 
SL fons 21 Dia Cr 
ris DeOo Ciy 

gra ve 1900000. 
iam ba рка 104700000 
ТЕТ MENTO 

latins 8000s, 

ака De Cela Coc Pt 
tacon Sis. Sa Сене og, 
Gusa, Cagayan De бю iy 
Manat on 280800000 
Men ви Pree 250800000 
Таг. CANTUGT 
шаа 2005 

lan A260 Sanus. Bay, 
erg Cagayan De O Cy 
Manet Ye 190000 
Mineman Bá prs. 1520000 
ang 

Tat Mea 3504 00 39 

19258 Gusa (Ba 0) Coen 
БЕЛ 

мами Vibe 590000 
aun Варе 4400000 _ 
Teas: GALAN 

ишда 584 00 sgn 

Lat BOLA, 02,182 
к 
treat Tabon Cagayan De 
oncay 

Nate 18200000 
Mevson Pre 21200000. 
TES WCANTLOT 

hes 75200 sq. 

Lol 161405 Bp Gode, Ce- 
gamn De Oe OY 

Мала ae 160 000 00 
Mean Da Pice 13.0000 _ 
ТОТ Ота PROVEN 
les 42000 уп. 

Fr мек 3720059, 
шашы? La Os, 
ы] 
Matet abe 280000000 
Man Ba Pre" 127200000 
Tia t ОТА MPROVENENT 
Халеа 10 00 sqm. 

Fnr ue 167 0 sam. 
Сако Bongeongon, 15 
Kanagan, Cagayan De On Cty 
Monet value 203300000. 
Moms Барне 185000. 
Tid LOTWNCBNET 
MP 

Шла 1.46 009m 
{дөш C e ay Bo, 
Сарт De Oo C 

Manet value 602000 
Hwa Pre 44100000 
TTENSD-VACANTTOT 

tex 100200 sya 
азоб Lot New Lanta Ae 
pt wman, Cagayan De On Cty Medra [4 

иона еа 27000000 9 У аламе др ana Ve 430810000 
Warman Bd Pic 148800000 Матта Pc ТСИ umur Ba Pee 92500002 


UPTO 35% ON DISCOUNTS 28A DOWN PAYMENT FOR DEVELOPED PROPERTIES 
INTEREST RATES AS LOW AS 10% paan or 
V PAYMENT TERMS UPTO 10 YEARS FR сет ET eT BANK STATEMENT ETC) 


LA 92000 sgm FA: 24009 qm 
ит. Bk 13, Along Marcos HWap 
‘Agata SL Nonis Wage L. Bo 
Орша 

Manet Value: 4300000 00 
Mmm Ba Pree 38900000. 
TIEM OGD Укан Romdenl Lol 
LA: 100100 som. 

Lat 7, Block TL Mt Aera SL Fal: 
mount Hts Subiwaon 

Ms Value 350350010. 
Mevnu Ba Pres 300900000. 
ITEM 0100- Resdantal tor wih = 


bungalow 
LA 404 00 уп FA: 287 85 sqm 
Lal 31, Bokê (No 12) Aster 
Seat La Colna basen 
Manet Value 220000000, 
Mma Ba Pren 204618916, 
TIE OND -Rest iat w Saga stor 
Resl buting, w basement 

LA: 20000 уп FA. 19100 sam: 
Lal. Blk 3 Cama буна, регин 
Subd, Мата 

Mark Value 170000000 
Метт Bd Pres 1500000 
TIEHOIUZ Vacant Resdeia LAF 
LA 184000 sm 
Loli Block 29 Vota Valey Boul 
vir, Vile бой Subd, Barno Maya 
nat 

Market Ve: 135000000 
Mean Ba Pree 650000000 
FEM 0103- Vacant ватаг 
Susan Lot 

LA: 7800 san, 

Lal товка Loremer Subo, 
By San Rogue 

Maret Value 23400000 
Mumm Bd Pace 20900000" 
ТЕМ 0104 езана Cone 
Lol weh Minar improvement) 
[c 

ML Quezon Stet Brgy ala 
Paz Pabicon Arten Ciy, Real 
Maret Vave 3850000 
Men Bd Pree 330000000 
TEM 0105 - Vacant есек LT 
LA. 30000 sem 

Lt Blok 3 Bohema St, rotate 
His T 
Мела Value 100000000. 
Mom Bd Pree 900 000 00 
ТЕМ 106- COT & WPROVENERT- 
ГА: 387 00 sm РА. 29100 sqm. 
Lala Вк 13, Florenca St, San Fri 
sco V, Bg Mozon Taytay, Rizal 
Maat Vite 2464000 
mum Bd Pre. 185609000 
TEM DIG] - Res Гон w 2er 
Rest Buting 

LA. S000 sam = 
{e586 Back 20, Mian SL Sin” 
Franeasco Ире cian 
Maret Vale 3000000 = 


Lot 21-42, 8157 ey Bobs 
un Pand Buscan 

eria aue 90500000 

num Ba Paco 79500000 
TEM Tt- TOTA NEROVENENT — 
LA. Ма sgm FA: 3400s 
Lot 31. 8х6 Toss St ta abe 
Son Sub. Muon San Jose Del 
Done Ciy Bulacan 


[ome T NE 


M LANAO DEL NORTE: 


END Recon Lt 
lava 258400 sam 

et 5.42 omo brie 
Mant Woe SCA USS 
РРА 

и бё Along t. Hor uo. Мелта P4 Pron 317150468. 
igan Cava sams Oeil TENE Recor 


op latos 248000, 
opp CI E 
Teste 


Laguna 

Maral Value 157.00000 
nimum B4 Proe 18700000 
ITEMSS-VACANTLOT 

LA. 13600 son 

Lat 28k 3 Rend Lal 3 Sia Rosa 
Homes, Вор Ota, Sa Rosa, 


ore vo A24000 00 
Meysum Bd рне 100000 
ТОГ. САО 

iet ue 67,2000 уп 
ED 
oss Quezon Воно 

ira ше 6720000 
Meum ba Pres 57000. 
NTEN 4 AGRUARD 

lotes 000 ук. 

Tat 3038 281 Sto кав, San 
dos Quezon Baron 

иш ve 42.0000 
imam B Pice, 1090090) 
MEN 18- AGRLANO 

Lot ue 10.100 00 sam 

Lol 166 Suo Саал. San Jose, 
een, Bir. 

Mane Vole 64800000 
Mawnan Bd Pro. 55100000 
TEN 16: LOTE NPROVENERT 
La Kos 20200 ca. 

Fac rs 19000 

Lal 15 Mauna oy Balangan 
Vioc Ca aron 
Mama 6840000 
inum Bd Pee 6840000 
TEN IT LOT E PROVEMENT 
la has BONDO куп. 

Foar Area. 1200 зп. 

Lar 904 See Vc CN, 
iron 

ame be 274000 00 
Massum Beo. 27a 00000 
TO 18- VACANTEOT 
lover Dm 

Lal $ С mto Vico Ciy 
Maie ve 170000 
mun Bi Pac 1700000, 
‘Tei 19-LOT WAT MOR W 
PROVEMENT 

te 60000 эп. 

La EF Canon Vendi 
Nav Ve 9000000, 
mun Ва Pee 2010000 
TIEMAS-LOTWIAESRET — 
Pd 

била 20500 т. 

1448р. nto Valencia Су 
‘aren 

ava Vae 20200000 
eum Bá Pret 17190000 
ПЕРАТ. VICANTUOT 

Lot vs 60000, 

LAST Upper Bart 
pus 

Meet Vor 12000000, 
nman Poe 102 00000 
ЙЫЛ ЖОЮП 
Lakes туп, 

Lal 3904 Sante Vt Cy 
Bien 
КАЛА 
митот Ba Pics 9500019 
ПЕГЕ. LOY a IPAOVEHENT 
Lal ea S0100 qm 

Fear fees Oa. 

aa Narona oy, Bagan 
teas Vica Buon 

Мана Vals 88500000 

Мат Ba Prea 797 00000. 
G2 LOTA NPROVEMENT 
la Mr 75200 syn 

Foor Nea H200 som 
OLB B0 Oca PA 
Balan nen Сп. Ben 
Mane ve 5310010. 
Manun Be Pa aa 0000 _ 
TENN RCANTIOT 

aes 8505 

Lt 19C galos, Vera Cy 
peg 

Mant Yue 1800000 
mun Gd Pes 12700000, 
Tie a -WCANTIO} 

latina 135200 sn) 

Ша. Columbae, Valencia 


lagna 
va Va 8 000 00 
Meme Bá ке 345 00000 
TEMST-VACANTIOT 

LA: 10700m. 

Ги! BR 6 Read ба Resa 
Homes, Bgy Dia, Sia. Rosa 
lagna 

Monet Vibe 288 00 00 
Меат Bd Pree 25800000 _ 
TIERS ACANTUOT 

LA son 

Loti Biz Read ta наз ва 
Rosa Hones, Brgy Dia Sa Rosa 
зола 

Mata Vibe 2430009 

Mesum Bd Pree 24300000 
TESS VACANT 

LA: BB sn 


ж Молда рне 288261010 
eae tl е 
Lol $04€-5-G-8-A Unnamed Subd, от maba 
Pan a, La DM 
Gingoog Cay wa 
Wnt a ue ESTES 
ПЕГЕ LOTE WeROveneNT” Manum Ba ree 28809100 
ee I Ic ды 
Far Ae 9500 sm шле 23730 уа 
Сазибацаз воли. AIEEE тврле 
EX fu mn Can ese 
Fotos - Menem 
Moen Pca qo TEMO Reemi 
ТЕЛЕ ТОТ NPROVEMENT - Love 15 989 m 
TELE ЧОТ ат Rng haan 
Боо Area: 10909 зат. پک‎ pager 
Tero 8 Rap Алаи Misa 38000 oo 
Pia 3- 
ЕСИ Т Ы 
РЕСЕ 9 
ТЕШИ RE aa 2000000, 
{име tage TET 
Karan бй. ا‎ 
КОНДА ¢ oy p 
EE 
Mamma naen xenon Ненада RR 
ТЕ so magana 
Cine fermen NG 
PA AA 
den eremo 
Er 
Mamba pes тишин 
ET tutti 
eres 
Колы юшщ 
{et an, 
om Grego 
EM 
poser 
ТЕМ 70-LOT W MAKESHIFT — 
К 
pr 
ыбө letra a 
Boy 17, Gingoog Cty 
КЕСИ 
бозар too 
КЫ 
pr 
tar en зө 
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JUST YOU WAIT, OUR FRIEND, A LOCAL 
SHOW biz veteran—and we don’t take the 
term lightly- said. “The next one who will 
break a big scandal will be ...” he gave a fe- 
male name, “Stars can't stand not being 
talked about,” he explained, “especially 
those of them who used to be talked about a 
lot" 

“Even if they don't have current projects to 
promote?" we prodded, trying very hard tb 
sound ignorant. 

“Precisely, so they will again have projects to 
promote,” he exclaimed, cackling, and relish- 
ing every word. "Why" he added, “(Another 
name] called just now, trying to sell me а sce- 
nario, Would you like to know the plot?” 

“No, thanks,” we said. “But perhaps you 
could give us a seminar on this... trend.” 

“Hindi уал trend,” he laughed again. “SOP 


Yan!” 
Cheesy line = 3 


NEW YORK— Catherine UNE 
Zeta-Jones has revealed the. i 
chatup line that actor M, “Ss 
Michael Douglas used to 
snare her. In an interview 
with US magazine Parade т 
due out today, Zeta-Jones, 
routinely voted one of the CATHERINE 
world's sexiest women, re- ZETA-JONES 
lates how Douglas wooed 
her with the some-would-say-cheesy line, “1 
want to father your children." AFP 


30-year doctorate 

LONDON—Afier more than 30 years which 
he spent as a member of one of the world’s 
most successful bands, Queen guitarist Brian 
May has finally finished his PhD thesis which 
he began as a student in the 1970s, The 
Times reported on Thursday. May, 59, 
earned a degree in physics at Imperial 
College London but after 
years of studying interplan- = 
etary dust, he abandoned 
work towards his doctorate 
when Queen took off. He will 
receive his PhD next May, as- 
saming his thesis is approved 
by supervisors. AFP 


Not turning wild 

NEW YORK — Dont get your 
hopes up, gossip hounds. Daniel 
Radcliffe, who turns 18 later this 
month, is not planning any trips 
to rehab or jail. “What every- 
body would love to see is me 


RUFA MAE QUINTO 


having ditched school and then just going 
wild,” says Radcliffe, star of the "Harry Potter” 
movies, in the latest issue of Entertainment 
Weekly magazine, "Thats what Im deter- 
mined not to give them." AP 


In Paris’ shoes 

LOS ANGELES—Reality television star 
Nicole Richie's trial on 
charges of driving under 
the influence was delayed 
оп Wednesday to allow a 
defense expert to testify 
justice officials said. 
Richie—co-star of so- 
cialite Paris Hilton on “The 
Simple Life" could face fj’ 
jail over allegations she 4y) 
was high on alcohol апа 
drugs when she was NIC 
caught driving the wrong NICOLE RICHIE 
way down a Los Angeles freeway last year. The 
trial will now take place on Aug. 16, a court 
ruled. AFP 


Top of the tabloids 
"The top show biz stories in local tabloids 
this week. (And why we are moved, if we are 
moved.) 
“Dina Bonnevie, kinarma. 
"Dina, nalason sa taping. 
“Alfred Vargas, umamin sa pagku-cool off 
nila ni LJ Reyes. 
“Alfred Vargas, naintriga kay Wendy 
Valdez. (Men.) 
“Dennis Trillo concerned sa mga ex. 
“Rumored girlfriend Cristine denies Den- 
nis. (Women.) 
“Jed Madela: “Hindi ako bakla!” 
“Aktor at batang aktor, kumpirmadong 
mga bading! 
“Flawless na hunk actor, lalaki na 
ang type. (Uh...) 


Her best defense 

Y, “BIKTIMA (caps not ours): 
Carmina Villaroel look-alike 
| has sex video. (But the girl in 
the video has no freckles, 
unlike Carmina, someone 
pointed out, so thats not 

her) 

*Carmina, mapekas nga, 
says manager. (Freckles as 
her defense? For us, its the 

way the actress conducted 
herself, through probably the 
worst time of her life as a celebri- 


How Angel stays afloat, 
and Carmina’s best defense 


ty—when her ex-husband came out. She never. 
said an unkind word; actually she didn't say а 
word. We saw the video, too, and we don't be- 
lieve anyone with such grace and civility 
‘would do such a thing. Carmina doesn't need a 
defense.) 

"Kristine Hermosa, bad shot sa pamilya? 

“Diether, pinagtanggol si Kristine: “Hindi 
siya masamang апак.” 

“LIMOT (caps not ours). Joey Marquez on 
Kris Aquino: “Sino yun?” (He probably never 
drives along Edsa.) 

“Marian Rivera, Dingdong Dantes, nag- 
tampisaw sa ulan. Selos ka, Karylle? 

"Rhian Ramos takot magka-boyfriend. 
(Promise?) 


Okay kalang? 

“Rufa Mae Quinto, galit sa Show Biz Cen- 
tral? 

“Rufa Mae, walang kiber kung ikakasal na 
siRudy Hatfield, 

“Rufa Mae-Erik split, gimmick? 

“Rufa Mae, miss na miss si Erik. 

“Rufa Mae pinatawag na naman ng MTR- 
CB. 

‘Regine Velasquez, galit kay Pia Guanio. 

“Anne Curtis, umamin sa relasyon nila 
пі Sam Milby. (I don't love you, Lucky!) 

“Actress na nagbibida sa telebisyon, 
nag-striptease sa harap ng hunk ac- 
tor (She was drunk daw. Owss.) 

“Vic Sotto dating another girl? 

“Pia, inaming sinisigawan siya ng 
dyowang si Vic. 


Gotta stay afloat 

“Angel Locsin, walang lugar sa 
Dos. 

“Angel Locsin, totoong may tele- 
seryeng gagawin sa Dos. (Ano kaya 
talaga?) 

“Angel, binabanatan dahil sa di pa- 
grerenew ng contract sa GMA 7. 
(Youmeantosay..?) 

“Pagtalak ni Angel sa cameraman ng 
Startalk, kinumpirma ni Becky Aguila, man 
ager. 

* Oyo Sotto, na-shock sa pagdalaw ni Angel 
sa taping ni Richard Gutierrez. Bakit naman? 

“Angel, nasa US na, may sumisira pa rin. 
(Gotta stay in the public consciousness. Or, 
movie columnists just love to write about 
heran excuse to use her pictures, because 
she does photograph quite well.) 

“Angel hinihingan ng release papers from 
GMAT. 

“Immigration lawyer, bagong BF ni Angel. 
(Lawsuits? Bring em оп! Ay, mali yata.) 


DANIEL RADCLIFFE 


Rifts and unions 

“No billing problem for Juday. 

“Juday, Direk Joyce Bemal, matindi ang 
away. 

“Pioloat Direk Joyce, ayaw muna makita at 
makatrabaho ni Juday, 

“Malalim ang ugat ng away. 

“Jolens, iiwanan na ang show biz pag nag- 
patalina. 

“Sa miting ng pelikula nita sa GMA, Sharon 

at Robin, muling nag-bonding. 
\ “Robinto attend Muslim school seminar 
\ in Turkey: (Yilmas Bektas not one of the 
* speakers.) 
“BF ni Cristine Reyes, isang batambat- 
j ang konsehalsaPampanga 
“PBB winners give Wendy Valdez a 
chance. (Aww) 
“Beatriz ng PBB ayaw mag-artista. (Okey 
lang) 

“Aktres na Italian-sounding ang sumame, 
adik sa lalaki. (Not Portia De Rossi; she's with 
Ellen Degeneres.) 

"Hollywood  producer/director, magiliw 
kay Juliana Palermo. 

“Cesar at Sunshine, nagsalita na. Nan- 
gangamba dahil makakaapekto sa endorse- 
ments? 

“Cesar, Sunshine quash split rumor. 

"Cesar at Sunshine, gagawa ng baby sa 
Tate. (Indeed, what better way to quash?) 

“Assunta, pipigain si Jules para magka-ba- 
byna. (Could be a baby virus; take cover) 


SUNSHINE Cruz and Cesar Montano 


Rodriguez and Tarantino: A great tandem =" 


So Quentin and Robert came up 
with "Death Proof” and “Planet Ter- 
ror” respectively which were shown 
in the US as a twin bill attraction 
called “Grindhouse.” The term grind 
house is used for a movie theater, 
usually a seedy one, that literally 
grinds out back-to-back films from a 
projector 

To make it more fun for the 
moviegoers, the two pals made their 
films in the style of the typical 1970s 
grind house attractions ficis that 
exploited sex, violence and other efe: 
taboo material Their twotributesto FRE: 
those types of films come with 
missing теб, scratched 
prints, projector hiccups 
and even film-burn, 

‘There are even fake 
trailers that recall those 
so-badits-good “coming 
attractions” back in those 
days. Roberts mock pre. 


view, “Machete,” which QUENTIN TARANTINO 


its such a hoot. 
Outside the 


features his regular actor Danny 
‘Trejo, is so politically incorrect that 


Proof” and "Planet Terror” will be 
shown separately. The trailers, 
which include 
Wrights hilarious send-up of pre- 
views of thrille/horror movies, will 

beshown with Roberts 


his wife of 16 years. 
US, however, “Death 


“Dont,” Edgar Naveen Andrews, 


interview with Robert: 


“Planet Terror” The 
latter is his ode to 
over-the-top, 
gross-out zombie 
flicks and stars 

Rose McGowan as a 

heroine with a 
machine gun 
leg. It was re- 
poredy оп 
this set that 
Robert and 
Rose began 

a torrid af- 
fair, leading. 


other? 


[UNDERWORLD star KATE BECKINSALE in a new thriller) 
THE TERROR BEGINS JULY 18 


ТАСВ Raina > Ft-4 3 | Only 13 yours old and ab 


KATE BECKINSALE "= LUKE WILSON 


VACANCY 


ONCE YOU'RE IN. THERE'S NO WAY OUT, 


ve will bo naminod 


to a divorce of the filmmaker from 
Elizabeth Avellan, co-producer and 


Quentin also acts in “Planet...” 
along with Bruce Willis, Josh 
Brolin, Freddy Rodriguez and 


The following are excerpts of our 


How do you and Quentin work to- 
gether? And how do you see each 


I first met him at the Toronto Film 
Festival in 1992. We met each other 
as we showed our first movies. Mine 
was “El Mariachi" and his was 
“Reservoir Dogs." We started as fans 
of each other and being supportive 
of each others ideas like when I met 
him for the first time, he said, “Oh, 1 
got a new script I am working on. I 
think you're going to like the movie. 
Its called Pulp Fiction.” 

T went back to Columbia Pictures 
to finish my script for “Desperado.” 
He was working a couple of doors 
down at the same lot so we had of- 
fices near each other Hed come 
over and read scenes from “Pulp Fic- 
tion” and act them out. I would 
show him stuff from “Desperado.” 
People sometimes go, “Oh, you're all 


So I took the zombie one and I 
finished it because 1 always liked 
that script. We worked on our scripts 
separately, 1 moved into his house 
for that summer. I wrote my script 
and I would read him things. It was 
just great working on the movies to- 
ether just laughing and coming up 
with fake trailers. 


Can you talk about those trailers? 

Originally we were going to do all 
the trailers ourselves. We had all 
sorts of ideas for trailers that we nev- 
er got around to doing. We'll save 
those ideas for another time because 
they really made us laugh so much. 1 
‘would be sitting there typing as he 
would say the ideas and 1 would also 
write some. I ended up doing “Ма- 
chete” as a camera test, so that got. 
made. Quentin showed some of my 
“Machete” footage early on to (ac- 
tordirector) Eli Roth and he want- 
ed to be involved too (laughter), 
Rob Zombie also gave me an idea 
for a trailer. I met him at the Scream 
Awards back in October. He said, “1 
have a trailer for you. Its called 
‘Werewolf Women of the S.S and 
its...” I said, “Oh, say no more, go 
ahead and shoot it (laughter). You 
got me at the title.” 


competitive.” No, it has never been 


like that. IF he's got a great idea, 1 
can’t wait for him to be successful 
with his idea. He wants the same for 


me. 


‘This is our sixth collaboration be- 
cause we just get along so well. We 
like similar things. We work very dif- 
ferently but respect how each other 
‘works. Its a very good relationship, 
He says its the most successful mar- 


riage ever (laughter). 


How did the idea of “Grindhouse” 


‘come about? 


Туе had an idea for about three 
years to do a double feature. When I 
brought the idea to Quentin, 1 said, 
“Lets get started on it right away. I 
have a zombie script that really like 
but Г give it to you if you want it 
and you can just finish it" And he 
said, “Oh, Ilove zombie movies.” So 
for a while he was going to do his 
‘own zombie movie off my script but 
then he came up with his own idea 
for the stuntman-driver and the 
killer car ("Death Proof). 


Doray 


Wasit your idea to cast Quentin in 
this movie or his? 

He didn't want to act anymore. 
He had the acting bug for a while 
but then he got over it. But what 
happens when youre rehearsing 
‘with the actors is that at one point, 
you have whats called the table 
read, Everyone sits around and you 
read the whole script out loud. So 
everybody can hear it and get a 
sense of the movie. Quentin was 
there to hear it and the key actors 
were there, But for some of the 
smaller parts, Fl read for an actor or 
Massign. 

1 assigned Quentin to read for a 
couple of characters including that 
опе and when it came to that part 
when he started doing a speech 
about Ava Gardner, he sounded зо 
creepy. He was doing it in the voice 
of his character in “From Dusk Till 
Dawn” that everybody just went, 
“Oh!” (aughter). 1 hadn't found 
anybody that I wanted for that part 
зо I told him, "You have to do that 


partnow" 


How was Quentin involved in this. 
movie's cinematography? 

Quentin was operating a second 
camera on my movie for a while be- 
cause he was getting ready to be his 
Own director of photography I 
‘wanted him to be his own director of 
photography on his so itd be like a 
real “Grindhouse.” 


How did the idea of a machine 
gun leg for Rose's character come 
about? 

Iwas searching for that exact idea 
when I was driving my car. 1 only 
had the script up to a certain point 
where she lost the leg. Suddenly, 
somehow I just pictured Rose, 
whom I had already hired then, fir- 
ing a machine gun leg instead of a 
peg leg. [drew itas Iwas driving and 
it just looked great. 1 just pictured 
her doing roundhouse kicks, grace- 
ful kick moves, dance moves and be- 
ing able to shoot a grenade launcher, 
launch over a wall and fire in the air 


You have separated from your 
wife. Has that affected your work- 
ing relationship, especially since 
you've always worked with her in 
the studio you built in your family 
‘compound in Texas? 

No, it actually hasn't. It (the split) 
was very amicable. It had been years 
їп the making but we knew we had 
to look at the larger picture. There 
are things we built beyond the tradi- 
tional marriage—our family, work 


and company. So even on “Grind- 
house,” we thought, lets just keep 
working together. She's really scil 
my partner and she'll always be for 
the rest of my life and her life. 


When you said you lived with 
Quentin for a summer to write, 
was it because you were locked 
out of the compound? 

No (laughter), not at all. can 
never leave my kids. No, didn't stay 
there. I mean, I would go back and 
forth. No, I mean, whenever a job 
comes up she knows am not easy to 
live with because I get so immersed 
in my work Thats why 1 used to 
"work out of the house so that 1 
‘would be around the kids. 


As you get older, do you crave for 
recognition? 

1 suppose I might get there at 
some point. Ill be a very sad day 
when I'm that miserable (laughter). 
But I will not do it for the recogni- 
Чоп, In fact, I have done things like. 
quit the DGA (Directors Guild of 
America) and the Writers Guild (of 
America), Тт always in fights with 
the unions because they give me a 
hard time about shooting and edit- 
ing my own movies. Those are the 
guys who vote for you (laughter) so 
Twill never get any recognition, 


Email фе columnist at 
nmepales 5585@yahoo.com 

read his Blog, "The Nepales Report,” 
on wwmwinquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesreport. 


1 Rose McGowan with her deadly machine 


gun leg in “Planet Terror: 


` 


ты шу INQUIRER. 


ENTERTAINMENT [dl 
Magic spell in ‘Stealing Minds’ 


“STEALING MINDS,” A TWO- 
hour TV special starring actor- 
magician Bearwin Meily, pre- 
mieres tonight, 9 p.m. on QTV 11, 
with a future telecast on GMA 7. 

Richard Gutierrez is Bearwin's 
special guest. 

“АЙ the magic is done in real 
time and in front of real people. 
No camera tricks, just pure mag- 
ic,” says Bearwin, who claimed to 


SUNDAY, 
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have mer the renowned Criss An- 
gel, the No. 1 American street 
magician and star of the “Mind 
Freak” TV series in Las Vegas, опе 
of the final stops of the “Stealing 
Minds” tour. 

The show, an offshoot of the 
prime time GMA show “Naks,” al- 
so features Bearwin in comedy 
sketches ala MTV's Jackass” with 
Benjie Paras. 


FROM THE DISTRIBUTOR OF SAM RAIMI'S “THE GRUDGE” & “THE RING" 
8: JAMES CAMERON'S “THE ALIEN” 


THE LAST NOISE 
THAT YOU'LL HEAR 
IS THE SOUND OF YOUR 
SCREAM, 


WHITE NOISE: 
THE LIGHT 


THERE ARE ON AVERAGE 774 NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES IN THE USA EVERY DAY. 
80% OF PEOPLE REPORT SEEING A BLINDING WHITE LIGHT 
BEFORE BEING BROUGHT BACK FROM THE DEAD. 


‘SOMETIMES THEY DON'T COME BACK ALONE. 
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Center Mall Cinema | - 


MGA KAPUSO, THANK YOU 
FOR CONTINUOUSLY MAKING US NO.1! 


OVERALL CHANNEL RATINGS 


Mega Manila Households TOTAL DAY (6am-12mn) 
Jan-Jun 2007 July 4-11, 2007 
GMA 17.1% 17.7% t 
ABS-CBN 14.5% 13.8% 
Diff (GMA-ABS) 2.6 ب‎ 


Mga Mata ni Anghelita 30.3| | Lupin 8 30.0| | Impostora 29.7 | | 


Ysabella 28.5 Walang Kapalit 28.1 Which Star Are You From? 20:9. 
Kapamilya Deal ог No Deal 30.2 


JuMong (Mon-Thu) 26.9 JuMong (Fri) 26.7 


Rounin 11.1 Maalaala Mo Kaya 20.2 


sin! Top Weekday Daytime Shows* Top Weekday Daytime Shows* 
Top Early Evening Newscast* р (Variety) P all 


24 Oras 27.9 Eat Bulaga 2173 


TV Patrol 241 Wowowee 18.7 Boy & Kris 
Pilipinas Game Ka Na Ba? 19.8 


Top Weekend Daytime Shows* Top Weekend Evening Shows* Top Weekend Evening Shows* 7 
(Showbiz Talk show) (Public Affairs) (Fantasy) 


Kapuso Mo, Fantastic Man | 
StarTalk 17. 1 d Jessica Soho 3 jJ 1 Ang Ikalawang Laban 22.2 | 
dine G Rated K 18.7 Komiks 20.0" 
XXX 20.7 T 


Top Weekend Daytime Shows* Top Weekend Evening Shows* ': Top Weekend Evening Shows* 
(Musical/Variety) ^ (Talk) f 


(Comedy) + 
SOP 18.3 Mel 8: Joey 23.5 Hj Bitoy'5 Funniest Videos 32.9 
ASAP '07 13.9 Sharon 18.6 John En Shirley 17.0 


SOURCE: AGB Nielsen Media Research Phils,, Inc. (Arianna) 
Based on Overnight Ratings 
"July 4-11, 2007 


You inspire us in giving you only the best. Watch for our latest offerings! 


PHILIPPINE on INQUIRER 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer ent namefage/city/message| 
to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Her dad talks about the star’s supposed transfer 
to ABS-CBN and alleged temper tantrums on the set 


Angel’ 


‘angel’ 


sin—specifically, that she is 
supposedly moving to ABS-CBN 
A LOT OF INK HAS BEEN and that she has thrown 
spilled on the raging controver- tantrums on the set of her most 
Ss concerning GMA 76 recent Kapuso series “Asian ANGEL learned compassion from her father. 
biggest female star Angel Loc- Treasures.” : 
The actress" dad, Angel Col- 
menares, came to her defense 
when Ingumen Entertainment in- 
terviewed him recently. 

Blinded seven years ago, the 
80-year-old Colmenares is de- 
scribed by Angel as “my knight in 
shining armor, my angel.” 


the leading and most 
tutorial & roview cantor in 


KATIPUNAN 26-0034 to 36, 0917-8911187 
CRENMIUS 722-7258, 722-8152, 0916-3675984 
САША 631-1400, 636-0881, 0915-9809393 
DAGUPAN (075) 515-8588, 0920-9507229 
MADANA 659-0882, 0917-8229248 
inteubeadphzom www ahondphcom 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


А Blockbuster Gift for all Season 
‘The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
‘Treat your family and friends to a thriling movie experience 
only at the shan, 
Cinema Treats. for Cinemas 1.2, 3. and 4 
Premiere Rewards: for the Premiere Theatre 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


'www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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Don't miss the most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 
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The worst scuttlebutt alleg’ 
sereamed at veteran stunt directo 
rumor that had been denied by a (| 
manager, according to Becky Agu 
manager. 

Colmenares stressed that he. kr] 
ter very well. “Nobody's perfect. 
tired. But I didn’t raise her to b 
Whenever she makes a mistake, 1 
attention and she listens.” 

As Angel's swimming coach, hd 
be “disciplined and obedient.” 

“She started swimming at age 
recalled. “At 12, she was one of t 
the Philippine team that competed 
from where she brought home a | 
silver medals.” 

He also taught compassion td 
who has adopted a school for tl 
cause. 

“I was born with defective 
menares explained. “My last grd 
When I was 73, 1 lost my sight. Т\ 
has a soft spot for the blind." 

Iewill also be recalled thatthe e 
to, Angel's late boyfriend, were 4 
blind girls. 

“The last time I saw her with m 
was 15,” Colmenares said of his di 
can only listen to her TV shows an} 

Still, he insisted that he could s 
clearly “for who she is. She is kil 
fullof life." 

He also encouraged her to take 
in design at the London Fashion S| 
ration for a new business venture] 
line. 

*Talways tell her that show biz il 
ies best to have а fallback, to save 
the future,” he said. 

Even though “Angels,” a movie | 
produced and starred in was not 
success, Colmenares reassured Н 
that the knowledge she had gained 
rience of producing was priceless.’ 

Often consulted by his daugh! 
spoke candidly about the 22-year| 
reer plans—particularly, the spec 
is moving to the Kapamilya camp. 

“She has a lot of options,” Cd 
“We are evaluating all the pros anc 

Needless to say, he counseled | 
“stand by what is right ... Show bi 
business, You have to consider th 
pect... you have to be astute, bu 
important is to be fair in dealing 4 


He elaborated, "The sietwork H 
lot. We are very thankful to ОМА 
the feeling is mutual. The networ} 


ROUNDUP 


Talent auditions 
THE MUSIC SCHOOL OF RYAN 
Cayabyab and Little Boy Produc- 
tions will be holding auditions in 
Manila and Cebu for vocalists 
and dancers. 

Applicants at least 18 years old 


must submit one non-returnable 
color photo and resume. 

Vocalists should bring sheet 
music of two contrasting 16-bar 
selections while dancers should 
wear appropriate dance attire. 

‘Auditions will be on July 17 
and 18 in Manila and on July 19 
and 20 in Cebu. 

Manila auditions are at The 
Music School of Ryan Cayabyab, 
Park Avenue, Robinsons Galleria, 
Ortigas Avenue corner EDSA, 
Quezon City, (02) 637:9840. 
Visayas and Mindanao auditions 
are at the Little Boy Productions 
at the third floor of the Manros 
Plaza, across Fooda Supermar- 
ket, Mango Avenue, Cebu City, 
(032) 254-9320, 


‘Potter’ promo 


winners 

Теп winners to the "Harry Pot- 
ter and the Goblet of Fire” HBO- 
Philippine Daily Inquirer contest 
have been named. 

‘The following may claim their 
prizes at Virtusio Public Relations 
Inc., Rm, 810 Annapolis Wilshire 
Plaza, 11 Annapolis Street, 
Greenhills, San Juan City: Kath- 
leen Grace Gutierrez; Rolando 
‘Amon; Criselda М. Tongol; Elean 
P Flores; Joanne Tie; Cynthia 
Pinon; Jobett Lastimoso; Efrelyn 
Escultura; Edward Carlo С. Sam- 
son; and Elan Mae Selvido. 


‘One Earth’ concert 
Singer-songwritetCoritha is 
calling. on all interested groups 
and individuals, regardless of po- 
litical or religious affiliation, to 
join her in st a "One 


July 15 (Sunday) at Megamall cinema lobby (fing Coena 1) 

July 21 (Saturday) at The Block Event Center rond foo) 

July 22 (Sunday) at San Lazaro Event Center (wand боо) 

July 28 (Saturday) ar Mall of Asia Activity Area (eue MAX Thesei) 
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Learn to be like Remy and Linguini in preparing mouth-watering 
desserts Kids who prepared the bese desert will win special prizes. 
рш, you can also buy your "Ratatouille" morie tickets in advance. 
See you hert 
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at all 
Robinsons Movieworld 


Earth” concert in Manila. 

The music video of Coritha's 
song “One Earth” .has been en- 
dorsed for airing by the 
Kapisanan ng Mga Brodkaster sa 
Pilipinas (KBP) Ip: all its 100 
member stations. £, 84 

Interested partigs*nay log on 
to www.coritha.com fòr details, 
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"А DIRECTORIAL PATRONUS CHARM COME TO LIFE!" 


RI iavineR 
"Unlike many movie franchise, "Harry. Potter" has so far n a 
overstayed its welcome. уй Wonderfully entertaining." t 


BY A TRUE STOR 
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Directed by: TOPEL LEE 
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visit website: TransformersMovic.com 
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| Buddy =ч 


Lucky charm па 
ang celfone mo! 


Umaapaw sa big cash prizes sa raffle! 


P10,000 araw-araw! 
P40,000 linggo-linggo! 
P100,000 buwan-buwan! 
P1 million sa Grand Draw! 


Register to join! 
Text REG <name/address/age> Send to 232 
Mag-download na! 


For every P250 worth of picture messages, logos, Caller Ringtunes, 
Truetones or Ringtones you get one raffle entry! 


Ex.To get the Caller Ringtune of DON'T MATTER by AKON, 


Text KEYWORD Send to 286 


P20 valid for 
EA 


You can also join the Trivia Game 
for a chance to win cash daily! 
Just text PLAY to 232 P250/ twe 
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“CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
‘San Cartos City, Pangasinan 
“el. # 532-2222 15323146 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Central Pangasinan Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CENPELCO) with 
office address at Padila St., San Carlos City, Pangasinan invites ай qualified 
bidders for the implementation of approved electrification projects of the 
Department of Energy (DoE) within the Municipality of Sual, Pangasinan 
pursuant to Energy Regulations No. 1-94, and section 66 of Republic Act 
(В.А) 9136 and Rule 29, Part A of Implementing Rules and Regulations of 
R.A. 9136 amounting to TWENTY MILLION SIX HUNDRED TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE PESOS and 13/100 
(Php20,621,589.19). 
Supply of Labor and Materials for the construction of distribution line to 
twenty four (24) sitios in the Municipality of Sual, Pangasinan with а 
total length of 50.56 kllometers broken down as follows: 
a. Three Phase 5,560 kms. 
b. Vee Phase 17710 kms. 
c. Single Phase 1727 kms. 
d. Open Secondary 1033 kms. 
e. UnderBuilt 15:69 kms. 
All interested parties shall submit Letter of intent together with their latest 
company profile and secure bid documents re: Staking sheets, bill of 
materials, material description and specification and scope of works to 
PBAC secretarial starting July 23, 2007. In addition, a non refundable fee 
of Seven Hundred Fifty Pesos (P750.00) shall be paid before securing 
Said documents, Submission of sealed bid wil be on September 11, 2007 
(Tuesday) at 2:00 PM (1400 hrs) at CENPELCO main office, Padilla St., 
Зап Carlos City, Pangasinan wherein your bid will be opened in your 
presence or that of your representative. Prior to the bidding proper, your 
Company's representatives are requested to inspecV/assess the sites. 
Request further to include in your sealed bid/proposal period to complete 
the project, terms of payment, schedule of activities and materials 
‘and equipments specification for evaluation purposes. Please submit 
BID BOND equivalent to two and one-half percent (234%) of the total bid 
price if it is a cash or manager's check or if it is a surety bond it must be 
equivalent to ten percent (10%) ol the total bid price, Bid bond less than the 
required amount wil be automatically disqualified. Bids/proposals submitted 
beyond the specified date and time will not be accepted. 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, 
WAIVE ANY OF THE REQL/RED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS 
THE BIDS ONLY DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
COOPERATIVE. 
(504) RODRIGO F. CORPUZ 
PBAC Chairman 


Noted by 


(50%) ENGR. EDGARDO R. PIAMONTE 
Executive Oflicer/Project Supervisor 


үрө Jy 16 810.2007) 


if START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
x tifewell BELIEVE IT ....THE 157 & ONLY. 


"This в your invitation lo join us for a possible great business opportunity 

Open for Business Center at the following areas: 

VISAYAS MINDANAO 

Bulacan Cavite Wolo Aklan Davao 
‘San Fernando Pampanga Bacolod Gen. Santos City 
San Carlos Clty Rizal Leyte Samar Zamboanga 
Quezon Isabela Zambales Roxas Dumaguete Cagayan De Oro 
Olongapo Laguna Palawan. Tacloban Butuan 
Nueva Ecija Cabanatuan City 


Brand Мате: GLUTALIFE BFAD APPROVED 
Preparation: 500mg L-Glutathione with BFAD REG. NO: FR-65515 
100mg Alpa Lipoic Acid 
100mg Vitamin C & 
50mg GRAPESEED EXTRACT 


ве fist to provide the market with the benefits of this truly remarkable, all 
natural master anti-oxidant supplement 
Also Open for Distributors. 

To order, pls. contact the following: 
Baguio ~ 09167256918 ` Bicol - 09227995721 * La Union - 09179606747 

Paniqui Tarlac — 09228621089/09192749158 * Dagupan 

09194387573 / (0755158288 ' MManila: (029765335. 

Lifewell Hotlines: Suncal - 09224626776:09228777922'09224518039 
‘Globe — 09175146424 * 091 78661228 Smart ~ 09208865651 
Or visit us at: LIFEWELL INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
11578 Marren Bldg., Quezon Ave., Quezon City 
(opposite Capitol Medical Genter) 


LUZON 


(BES nanona oeveropnenr courany 


The NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (NDC) and the NATIONAL 
STEVEDORING AND LIGHTERAGE CORPORATION (NSLC) invia eresed dare 
Tar ihe эше ol iner combined 42.500 common shares ol socks in the DAVAO 
INTEGRATED PORTS STEVEDORING & SERVICES CORPORATION. (DIPSSCORJ 
in cash and on ап as-is, where s" basie. The minimum bd в sot at P1,860.98 раг 
Inleresiod partos may register and secure the Information Memorandum and 
ian Guidelines upan payment ol P1,000.00 which в norrefungable beginning 
16 duly 2007 at 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

o The Secretariat 

Disposal Commie 

б" Foor, National Development Company 

16 fordesitas St, Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 

Direct Line: (02 840-13-38; (02) 40-1147; 

Trunk Line: (0) 840-48-88 Locals 212 and 269 
Bids must be sealed and submited betwoon 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM cl 17 August 2007 
labeled and addressed as fotons: 

THE CHAIRMAN. 

Diosa Commen 

Rational Development Company 

(Foor, МОС Bulging 

116 Tordosilas St., Salcedo Vilago 

Makal cy 

CODE: DIPSSCOR SHARES 


The opening ol sealed b. prepared inthe prescribed forms and accompanied by a 
TOS, ta bors is scheduled an 17 August 2007 a 201 PM atthe МОС Albert Barrel 
Hal, NDG Bulaing in the presence ol all bldder(s) and! or their authortz 
Fepeseniavels) Bs submild aliar 2:00 PM shall по longer be accepted. 

‘The МОС Disposal Commitee reservas to right о reject any and all bids or lo waive 
NG oi the formales required, or accept only such bids, which are deemed 
‘sdvaniagoous lo NDC 


ern Disposal Commitee Chairman 


LASSIFIED 


‘The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


[ATTENTION PHARMACISTS! 


REVIEW AND EDUCATION CENTER, 
ШАКЕ 
As i US-FPGEE 


CANADIAN PEBC 
AUSERALIAN PHARMA 
Asaan FAN 


REVIEW CLASSES тиара 
ШИ 


queue 


SANIT MOF 
ЖУМУ 
ШҮК 
PESOS 
NIC EXCELLENCE 
SPEAK POR П 


Cusssssturm. AUGUST 4, 2007 
it nd Can reo PC) a Mai 


P245 per colin centimeter 


TEN CA CL 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


for reservations / cancellations corrections iha, 


RATES CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NO 

EUER AG 

(pres exes of RAT) wanes Gee жуп (rh Fa» TA 
DEADLINES $i Antony idn. Auro 

Sindas EARS a a 

12:00 пот Я dino 

every Thursday BEA NS 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines. 
National Economic and Development Authority XI 
Davao City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid for: 

The Construction/Completion of the Regional Development 
Council (RDC) XI Center cum National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA) XI Secretariat Administration 
Building (Design and Build Scheme) 


‘The NEDA Regional Office XI, with funding under the 2007 General 
Appropriations Act, intends to apply the sum of Twenty-Five Million 
Pesos (P25,000,000.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract 
(ABC) for the project located at Bangkal, Davao City. Bids received in 
excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at the opening of the. 
financial proposals. 


The NEDA XI now calls for the submission of Letter of Intent (LOI) from 
potential bidders to apply for eligibility lor the Construction/Completion 
bf the RDC XI Center сит NEDA XI Secretariat Administration 
Building (Design and Build Scheme). Interested bidders can submit 
their LOIS staring July 12, 2007 al NEDA XI, 2nd Floor GB Cam Building, 
Agustin Alvarez Street, Davao Cily and secure Eligibility Document 

therefrom. Applications for eligibility wil be evaluated on a "pass/fail 

basis. The last day for the submission of the accomplished Eligibility 
Documents shall be on July 23, 2007, 5:00 P.M. The date of the opening 
of the Eligibility Documents is on July 24, 2007 starting from 9:00 in the 
morning. Only those that are eligible wil be entitled to submit a bid. 


Bidding willbe conducted through Competitive Bidding procedures as 
specified in the IRR-A of R.A. 9184, and is restricted, unless otherwise 
Stated, lo Filipino citizens or organization with at least seventy five. 
percent (75%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens 
fine Philippines. In accordance with IRR-A of R.A. 9184, only bids from 
eligible bidders will be opened. The contract will only be awarded to the 
Lowes! Calculated and Responsive Bidder who was determined as such 
during post-qualification. 


Interested bidders shall submit thelr accomplished Ellgiblily Documents 
lo ihe NEDA ХІ BAC Secretariat during office hours, 8:00 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. The documents required in the Eligibility Documents shall also 
be submitted as part of the Technical Documents of the Bidders as 
provided in the Instruction to bidders. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that 
passed the eligbiity check upon presentation ol the Notice of Eligibility 
fo the NEDA XI BAG Secretariat and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00). The bidding documents can 
be secured Irom NEDA XI Office personally by the bidder or his 
authorized representative starting July 30, 2007, from 8:00 to 5:00 P.M. 


The NEDA XI will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to ай Eligible Bidders 
оп August 6, 2007, 2:00 P.M. at NEDA XI Conference Room. 


Eligible Bidders must submit their sealed Bids in NEDA XI Ollice on or 
before September 14, 2007, 5:00 P.M. All Bids must be accompanied 
bya Bid Secunty in the form of Cash or Manager's Cheque in an amount 
ol Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Pesos (P250,000.00). Late bids shall 
fol be accepted. Bid opening shall be on September 18, 2007, 9:00 А.М. 
at NEDA XI Conference Room. 


Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from NEDA XI 
during office hours. 


The NEDA XI reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, annul the 
bidding process, or not award the contract at any time prior lo contract 
award, without thereby incurring any liability to the affected bidder or 
bidders. 


July 10, 2007. 


National Economic and Development Authority XI 
2“ Floor, GB Cam Building 
‘Agustin Alvarez Street, Davao City, 8000 


Tel. Nos. (082) 227-7485, 226-4212 
Fax No. (082) 226-4212 
Email address — neda @pididsi.net 


(804) BONIFACIO G. UY 
Chair, NEDA XI BAC 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Trad and Industry (OT) invites al interested parties 1o apply tor 
ligibiny and to bid for Ie provision ol bulding security services for DTI and is 
Эйс! agencies lor а panda of sixteen (16) monins, wih an approved budget O! 
Forty milion eight hundred thousand pesos (Php 40:800,000.00) 

Bld documents wil be available for issuance staring 16 July 2007 untl. 5 PM. ot 
35 Juy 2007 during olice hours at the DTLBAC Secretarial, Sh Floor, Trade & 
industry Building. 381 Sen. Gi Puyat Avenue, Makati City clo Mr. Maynard Н. Peralta 
"ih telephone number 751-5964, ater paying a non-refundable ee o Ten thousang 
pesos (Php 16,000 00]. A pre-bid conference wil o held on 29 July 2007, 1:30 PM. 
fne Genter Conlerence Room, 6th Floor, Trade & Industry Bling, 261 Sen. Gu 
Puyat Avenue, Макай Ciy. 

Deadline for the submission of the eligibilty requiramanis, technical and financial 
proposals and the opening ol bids wil бе on б Augus! 2007. 9:30 A.M. al the Center 
‘Gonterence Room. бп Floor, Trade & Industry Budding, 361 Sen. б! Puyat Avenue 
Макан Giy. The DTI Bide and Awards Commitee wil not entertain lale bidders. 
The DTI reserves the ight lo reject any or all bids, decere а lallure of bidding, or not 
award Ihe contract in any of Ine stuallons enumeraıed in Section 41 ol RA. 
erise known as Ine Government Procurement Reform Act and is implemening Ё 
Ts end regulations, without Ina DTI assuming any responsibilty whatsoever 10 
‘Compensate or indemnity Ihe bidders ог any expenses Incurred in ho preparation ol 
that ias. 

(698) MARIA LOURDES T. ВАША 

Assistant Socroary 

Chairperson, DTI Bids and Awards Commitee 


POL uty 15.2007) 


LB (Land Bank) Realty 
ih! Development Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


‘he Land Bank Really Development Corporation (LBRDC) tough ts Bids ang Awards 
Tamad (ВАС). ines al conugcton regsterad ih ena cire at essi “(SMALL 
MEDIUM by Prin Caniaciore Асоева Board (PCA е Busing and Industral Plant 
NG to apply for egy and о o Io hereunder prag 


CONTRACT DURATION — A?PROVEDBUDOET 
SOURCE OF ОНО ч FOR IMECONIRACT 
750D LBP FUND Р 12000000 
toco LPN Р тавив 
КЕЗ Р хазли 
Paraang P 128008. 


BRANCH OFRCE 


LP SAN бо (SABELA BRANCH 
Зра ARANETA BRANCH RENOV. 
{BP MANDALUYONG EO RENOV 
{Be LAS PINAS BRANCH RENOV 


The Schedule ol CBA aces aro as Md 


para энеле. Venue 
+ Bocapikomarspecae bada LOletudng JULY 1822.2007 0930430PM LBRDC 


kalagan 
элүгывзютезюлзги RDC 


2, cad pity Donec 

RDC wll sue ıo prospacive bidders ho Ely Forms tne Land Bank Realy Develcornt 
oeste LONG) ЗОР Land Bark Pasa, 1508 M H Oe Pla cor Dr Cos Ss iae 
atis upon ar subra af LOL preseiaton lhe оправі copy i ve concor Vcnus 
MASS PT BAB end upon payment dl nan luniabe and an Vanille processing amount 
Eeo bo iia ТӨН char Prospscie иге shal submi e Eni Heguremenis 
лашу blame res ha Bags Choc fe CBA a след above Documents 
E Banco D gta cereos scheduled above upon present o Nate ot 
pba to ihe GBA and payman ol апогей moun їР1 300-0). 


апос reserves th ight to change the ABC, dala ol issuance of bud document, pre bi 

‘erence шор and openga as Dosrceolchangas hal foweverbecorvsuncaled 
SABC insure rezonos пото io accept а пес апу oral ods, 
isama no ebigatonwhatsoee!o compat o au ot 

meat er e anode DD and o scoop е i est 

Затоа Io LR т 

Fein psc Aan Pol L Mandoza и 40671601 40674021 


i894) CHAIRMAN 


E comar EON BIDS AND AWARDS 


My orroe o me presivent 
ag NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
NOTICE OF DISPOSITION 
The NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY в ming oles lo purchasoloase by way o sealed 
бз е донд соттаса proportos on an "As s - heres "s 
Пн. DESCRIPTION іослтон Base PACE 
боста 
1. PUBUCBIDONG 
A SHE 
‘SECOND TENDER 
ион моторы 


Pigs 385, PAK 
Dr e 


Bogen Siang 
Сод cay 
LEASEILEASE WITH OPTION TO PURCHASE 
‘SECOND TENDER (LEASE) 
pe 
asm 8813 am, 


ы 
[roe 


Bock 24, Pros 
Karangaian age 
Pas 
FIRST TENDER (LEASE WITH OPTION TO PURCHASE) 
écwwecalus NAA Teachers Vage 
Sisman Zamboanga Ciy 
Foreiasodiot wah Gov. Aber St 
пато ус p 
p 
тә lowing properas aro now qutd о NEGOTIATED SALE: 
oum ‘cones, Pro Pig 6 Bagong 
атат оО Slang, Caloocan Giy 
оп commands Mayon Vit Subu. 
Fasq iastan. рои Ahay 
[e Presa X Tomaro 
уот Тар 
Е) 
Nonie су 
pue 
Oberon 
Nic Ter Vig 
Zamboanga CY 


ралоо. 


Peine, o 
Pi signum. 
Per asasino. 


рт 
PIS. 
Pii. 
Рзд. 


prang 
nee 
Эй зат 04 у. 


sien 


Руди sihan lo 


 Aropers lor salo are covered wh Indu ils. Repayment perodis a maximum ol ten (10) 
years aan тегей rata o 16% ри annum. 

Lease procis ora maximum leen 15} yar тепаше lo acter ive (5) years al the opin 
NR 

For hose who wil participate in the publ bing. BIDDING MATERIALS may е secured ior 
тарлада ве ol Png 20000 rom me Commercial Industria Bids and Awards Committee 
{COINBAC). co СЕ nd Foo, NHA Bung, lptcl Road. Q.C. For qur. please cal Ms. 
Eei V. Ramos tief. lel o8: 922-9002 028-488 loc. 262.283. 


жетүү 


SCHEDULE VENUE 
Tones | Zamboanga — | Wan Г 
NAA 
решен | ston Stop | biDan-5t0pm | CEONMA 
Resiremonts Man Olea 

Daman. OC. 
‘Operations 


Zamboanga 
a Рона 


э Fea 


E ELE ETE 
lets 


LEL 
Sob- tan | S30om- im. 


Coi Осе 
SOFE NHA | Zamboanga 
" Manolo 
TEER IS NI | Opsatens KIZÎ 
ВОт 1200m | 85058-12009 | Cemar (Оюк 
pem 
Tay Be BT | lys aor | Operations | NAA roe 
Үт. [iope-iopm | Conor” [ice 
[Zamboanga | 
Leners rion for lems for negotiated sale may е secured rm COINBAC or СЕ or irom he 
онто 
PROLECTLOCATON CONTACTPERSON  OFFICEITEL NOS, 
Ben Poecls Eng AberoPefeco 2nd Foor. Cabin Bldg Liga Giy, Abay 
‘Deputy Ата onn Обо 052-4852963, 0524882088 
Zamboanga Dons A. Sao Майота Applanea Center. ке Bd 
Рова oc Veterans Aver, Zamboanga Сау 
0522025516. 
МНА Projet Olio, Lot 7, lock ê, 
Phase | Aroa 1 Bagong Slang. Са. Ciy 
[5] 
2nd lor, NHA Mah Olic 
Dinan, Quezon Ciy 
1022-3902 02-9284561 loc. 2820r 253 
The NHA reserves the ight ject any or all bid Пос and applications for nagohatadslafese, 
опалу рап inaral or lo wave any aquired formalis and accept llersapphcatons mosi 
avariagoous о те inlerest ol NEA. 


ESL 
pem 


Di Open 
Pa 


Bagong Slang Eng. Ramon Reside 

Раво Рес Manager 

Ouen Бити Ramos 
буол Manager. 


(Sod) FROILAN R. KAMPITAN 
Cranperson. CONBAC. 


(oJ 11 818.2007 Kassian General Manager 


Ea, City Government of Zamboanga 
GI BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
s 


47) Ciy Hal Zamboanga City 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The CITY GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBOANGA invites PhIGEPS registered suppl 
er lo apply tor те following item: 
| “Vane oie EN 
Tore Contact Рей 
сопе Opening | (омеа) 
eas 
uly 20,2007 Augusto 
LE 
[5171 


Digs айдаа РЫМ) тшй 


The Bid documents shall be avaiable atthe Ci Mayors Ofice, Procurement 

тоо аксои Awards Division. City Hal, Zamboanga Cily staring July 13-20, 

£2007 upon payment о! non-reordatio lee indicated above 

The Pre-Bid conference shall be heid а! City Engineer's Office, Conference He 

City Hall, Zamboanga Сау. 

Tho Bidder shall drop and enclose the original ofthe Technical Proposal in one 

Sealed orvelope: whereas. the original of the Financial Proposal shal be enclosed 

"nranolher sealed envelopo, Both envelopes shall nen be placed in another single 

"envelope in te Ый box oealod at Ine abovementioned address. 

For more inlormation please сай he Procurement, Acquisition and Awards Div: 

Son atelephone по. (062) 992-7783. 

‘The CITY GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBOANGA reserves пе ight to accept or reject 

any Sid. io annul the оспо process, and lo reject ай Bids at any tme prior lo 

oneal award ut hereby cai en abi oe are oer or Bit- 
(691) MARIO D. ARRIOLA (DVM) 


рй ly 15.2007) ВАС Chairman 


CN ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo. Dingras, locos Nora 2913 
TN 000-716-900 
ти. но. (отт) 784-7128/784-0080 Local 16 « Te No. 784-7125 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


The locos None Electric Cooperate, Inc NEC) mvites al nierested suppliers 
1o participate in a public bidding for the supply and delivery of line hardware, 
fequipmeni,cistibuton translormare, klowatt-hour meter, other ine materials and 
brand naw diesel-powered AC generator sets. 

Віа documents may be oblainad at iho BAC Secretariat during ollico hours 
saring July 17-28, 2007 upon payment ol а non-relundabie leo of P5,000.00 
Interested bidders must submit their pre-quaiicaton documents as follows 

{Ales of Incorporation and By-Laws 

‘SEC or DTI Regisraton as appropriate 

BIR VAT Cerificate 

Audited Financial Statement forthe curent year duly received by the BIR 
Business Permit for the current year 

Technical capables о handle the contract 

A pre-tid conference wil be held on July 27,2007 at 2:00 pm. al the INEC 
‘Training room. Sealed proposals irom eligible bidders wil be received by the BAC 
оп August 2, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at tha same venue. 

Al bids must be accompanied by a bid bond in the form of cash or manager's 
‘check in the amount equivalent to 2.5% of the otal bid price. 

‘Bidders shall bid forthe whole schedule, partial bids wil ba rejected 

“The INEC reserves the right lo reject any or ай bids without ollering any reason 
to waive any minor delects or inimites heroin ог to accept such bids as maybe 
considered most advantageous and responsive to the INEC. 


(Sod) RODRIGO R. AGLIAM 
ВАС Chairman 


(Sod) RENATO A. BALINTEC, PEE 
OIC- General Manager 
FOL. uy 15208 


ШЕЙ + пышы ond Ota As plea cil 637-2008 


PROFESSIONAL 
‘SERVICES 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


(UD С 


SKIN DISEASES 
ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UT ALMORANAS, 
ERECTIONPROBLENS, 
INFERTILTYAMPOTENCE 
INOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELOIDIPAP SMEAR 
[d 
Gama Bá. No Pure St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 
орен mt 6PM MOK. to SA) 


WE OFFER PACKAGE + 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSES and BULONGS 
717-050 08222290818 


HOUSEHOLD 108$ 


Dedisfinphsiie ТЖ 
DAVR MAD соок эютт 


D Mp vaya cook сотен 
STAFF BOY 430-4809 


MAIDCUKYAADRINEF 


eyaCookHWald 8957507 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


тор апо РІВ DP 
92100010285: 0178868431 


эеле 39T SM 849805 


gem" HEL SOT assume bal 
“Tanza 09184200085 DORIS 


BETTER цин 28250m LA 
10907 FA 38 2TB МАО РШ 
26G WO + TANK РЫМ NEG 
CALL 0652001 MANNY 


BETTER Шин 251som LA 
Atl FA Зв TB МАО RM 
‘106 WISMALL HAUS 26h 178 
PSM NEG 09153141707 LAURA 


Bnew House & Lol Preseling 
price 7.8M # ona Joseta S 
Norh Susana Subé.0C nex 
Guard. House 
SODITANSSTADS 05158560644 


“BIRMINGHAM 

Yin hác-eleste com. 

Houses & Lats or Sale 
CANTA. ANTECLO. GEN TRIS, 

SAN MATEO, MONTALBAN 
эв low as POSSI Bark, 
Papin In House Fnancng 
oes Wecome 850134; 
[3 


Calamba Lag 45M LAZO 
FAO Owner Expat SBR 
"TB посмех енбек Lawn 
0917-5279938 YASMIN 


FOR SALE-MAKATI 
2SMOUSE-WI2 STUDIO-U 
МАҢ 350 SO.M. 

ABR TELANALPWOR A 
“MAIDS Л DRIVERS WTB 
2570005 100 SOM. 
RENTABLE 
ACIGARAGE 
24 HR TRANSP. 
SEE TO APPRECIATE 
‘CALL -0917-5314155 


HEL 885 SOM Bry Kaingin 
Sta Rosa Laguna 802081, 
"09174040525 8076648 


Horseshoe Vilage OC 
Quiet Pleasant Cena 
Location 443500 SBR 4T8 
2Car Grge Separate Mold 
Diver Quarters W ОШ 
PISM Connie 00185728882 


HOUSE & LOT SF PAM- 
PANGA 8138407 


MNA Sm Sla CePA 
Se ш В та МИНИ 


PROVIDENT #228 Riverside. 
p ME d 


Rush Sal 
Arabs та Cavte Patas Abora 
Бане Iyo and Dm 
сш: 


ven | mun 


RUSH SALE prime loc Smin to 
SM Fairviow 2sty SBA 318 mi 
Scar grg LAZ FAL BT 
Lê Bloomieis Vil QC PASM 
180684064 71887 


سے 
REAL ESTATE‏ 
FOR SALE‏ 


ZEN TOWERS 
Across SM Manila. 


Your 50t 
ADVANTAGE. 
Aiie Location, 
ART Stalon 
їнї | 
Р Сотун, 
знн 
ron 
n 
pon 
E 
5EnsyTems Trd 
Pagar Bank 
‘90% COMPLETE tt 
FASTSELLNGSTUCO UNTS! 
CH NOW or Unt eg 
BABUR AS 
[11] 


FOR SALE 
BAGUIO 


Three Star Hotel 


For inquiries cal 
413-3835 (Aileen) 
245-4683 (Vivian) 
495-1323 (Dino) 

0917-5273087 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MAKATI LOT FOR SALE 
Ara: 400 SQ.M. 
Location: Felipe St., Poblacion 
- Only 3 houses from Kalayaan Avenue at the 
back of Iglesia ni Cristo Church 
- near Rockwell Center 


METRO BAGUIO LOT FOR SALE 
Area: 15 Hectares 

Location: Acop, Tublay, Benguet 

With plenty of pine trees, Titled and suitable for 
Retirement Village or Subdivision & only 30 minutes 
away from Baguio towards Sagada & Banaue 


CALL: 0918 941 8659 


180 SOM BRGY ST CRUZ NR 
TTA BELAIR MKT 5831490 


FOR RENT 


WAREHOUSE 


#3 Kalantaw St 
coor. J.P. Rizal, 
20h Ave. Cubao, ОС. 
Pls. сай Amy Ramos 
CPF 09178272641 
or Pilg То 09178115555 


ET 
COM. SPACE N. Domingo 
comer Son Perlcto 6451953 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-UAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
181816 | 1964371 

09213497170 


2 Lo For Sale. (NEGO) 

Victoria. Homes Muntinlupa 

300m" each  P3S0U/m* 
* 0920-9202240 * 


тищ lol SAMPALOC AD 
Tanay, Rizal 8478170624 
27 MEC. STA. CRUZ osr. 
Koronadal Ciy. Ven 4 Subd 
[^ 7251 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


OFFICE а RESIDENTIAL 
SPACES FOR RENT AT САР 
TAN PEPE BLDG.. 
1554 RECTO AVE, STA. CRUZ, 
ULA. РЬ EACH NEGO- 
TIABLE CALL 
NS, MARY DIZON TEL NO. 


420 SOM Sta Monica Subd 
Plaridel Bul 8992041 
09174040525 8976648 


ORTIGAS СТА RT 20FL 
18 ёт 2 Tollts 
Tassa * 0919-7816007 


Hage @ TOT BOON BESS 


1.5MM - Up RESORT-TYPE 
ZG dex haka и Оқа 
ts OP Y пое 42A 
www. resori-lIving.nel 


ATENEO RENTISALE 5612522 


вчен TOWNHOUSES Lot 13 
Block 16 Don Armando Stet 
Don Amano Moights QC. 
LANO FAZIT 3С0 929-001: 
959-8622; 06159850644 


“BORACAY 
CONDO 
Fly Fun Income of t 
Pls cal 0017-6428542 


C5 CLASSY RESORT CONDO 
13M, 2488, 55504 UP 
ONLY 10% DP TO MOVEN 
ттт 


Calloria Grin 8q Manda 
22M bdrm 2b ST.Seqm 


Rush 0915-7810635 


MAKATIAYPER-AMENITIZED 


БГ SHONROOM TODAY 25 UP 
MOMS wrepiayciscon 


CUBAO Pit 10%0P 7ys lo 
pay Os Interest 0017805799 


ESPANA TW beside UST 19F. 
Studio w Teraces 724-0330 5. 
0918-7416007 


з EREC RESORT. CONDO * 
1.3M-UP 10. DP MOVE AN 
248R, ётер Big Ова 2yrs 
[^N 03205613084 


LE MIRAGE 
FEW UNITS LEFT 


Aslom as 30% D.P. 
"ys Bark fin. 
(18415 Simo] 

Rey tor Occupancy 
[7 1 Samos 
CERI 


= 


Neat Aiport Валі new 3BR w 
pating & mads m 28am 
Som nago Ры tal Bing 
5-880 (092817918059 


Near akal CBD 28А 36h 19m 
ıo 4 ôm Pis cal Bing 86138081 
[d 


ORTIGAS CONDO lor SALE 
AM 18 Call 09178600487 


PM PASIG NR TENDESTAS 


30 DP IYO lot PITA. Ts 
Fr Onigas "0817-0160848 


P2M C5 NR THE FORT 
3 DP nr O d vt, 
"s Fr Ayala. 08178013225 


Р! BORACAY CONDOTEL 


fam РМО cr ROL in TY 
RFO Doe, 2007 80248139 


Roxas Bld. Condo NO DP im 
ар 86 Sqm up ЫЙ 


Rush Sale Promo! 


288 PHAUS (17да). 
288 qn) 25M 
188 (вп). 15M 
Studio (ssam) -1M 


ASIAWEALTH TOWER 
Near La Sate SL Scholastica 
(Cal (2) 8225050 
[y 


XAVIOR НЫЗ Psor DP 
BalanceTerms 9328744 


той APARTMENT 4 SALE 
CONTACT SANL @ 81872517 
= 0920-9129580 + 


7254611 OR ATTY. 0. BERMU- 
DEZTEL NO. 7382641 


+FORRENT* 
EN Salcedo P. 

bedroom Furnish 
Cal Мута 893-1013 


2 CONDO UNTS NA SM CTR 
PONT 013007 STA MESA 


ANTPOLO LOT эм Р 
HOSTS тыл? 


For RentSaleent To Own 
Laguna Bel Air Tf0SOM 
ТӘМ Fully Forcished 
Pls Call 9178925443 


40 sq т Burgundy condo unt 
"iren of DLSU, Tana 0828 
9602724 Cory 


Baras 1.58 1627759 Aig RA 


GRT LOC ACACIA LANE NR 
МАСК, GRNHILLS РУТ, 
GGADED EXCL cupo Wi 
250-2000" LOTS 7 LOTS LEFT 
IAMENTIES P28 Sk CASH. 
LESS 10% DISC, GMOS, LESS 
5 % DISC. 12 MOS, NO INT. 
FOR INFO CALL JEMAK CORP 
5355520 + 4984 + 502071 
тазга, тат 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


PORT IRENE STA. ANA CA- 
GAYAN 426saqm along Na- 
tonal Highway good for resort 
‘developmen call 21159831 
[iro] 


28DnMs 15Т 
1BDRMS ST Tel 
5338536 Look Marlyn 


CONDO LOYOLA нента 0с 
ESTEBAN ABADA 2 BR 813807 


EAST ORTIGAS MANSION 


PASIG 2BR «(906 2654817 


MAZDAS MAZDAG TRIBUTE 
2245 PASONG TANO MAKATI 
TEL751-2236-0917-6678816 


ос PRIME LOC ResdllComm 

SCT AR 6943865 attor Spm 
+ RUSH 117150 Commi 
aros nr Masinag P Vl nego 
BASA HT 40874 
look Jason/Oenns-080 


MOS 05 15G MANUAL SILVER 
IST OWN 27K РУТ NEG 
ROXAS BID 2A FF smo 0905-5205301 
NG МАШ. OF ASA 40911 

RUSH SALE Ghits Gardon 
Square Sr 2b 2br 2. nr 
"oni MAT Edsa 0204873359. 
5458291 look 4 Dennis - DBO 


VALLEY GOLF SUBD ANTIPO- 
LO 2ssteqnzo0isqm AC- 
CEPT SWAP МКП CONDO 
0917-5914324 


Жып wl aning sand Fr 
DAO! Big 189 Sueco St Legaspi 


Vitas Tar 


(2 Xind Exec usa best price 
Tel 6564469 / 00202208010 


TOWNHOUSE, TAGAYTAY cy. “97 LANCER Towner 5923996 


LooknG ко SO maor 
'STSEARU 218r 09226503231 


99 Starex Turbo NT Black 
P3207 Ng 08205096580 


124 sq pring sand Fe 


DADI Bag 188 Sedo Sone 
VA ha Tes 092-4058 


Heaven бие! GUT 824818 


Fem Land Frukt Tress 37a 
Tanay, bal - 09104920018 


'9 X Saloon nothing io Ix 
iresh AT condilion st. АС 


Сы 412075: 00105811725 


звя тав cal 08178472305 L18 
B10 Cypress LP Вто 


pes CUBAO Studio 912424 Fon SALE 2002 DURANGO 
DODGE 09209039193 
AIRPORT APARTEL 80 DAY SST 


ONCE NUMEN Honda CRV (ly 2005 лен 
Б опт migrating 09178194522 
ANAK | SANTILLAN MAKAT) (028820914 
DAILYIWEEKLYIMONTHLY 

BEOSPACE-  CALL-8129035 
PARKING SPACE FOR RENT 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


OTHER CAR BRANDS 


*BERYLLE cans. 
Araneta Cr Cubao n AN Mall 
"381117 90118012818 
Рака Ten Солуп 
Рао Trooper Teno Salari MU 
Lango Ешта Oxy MPV Uven 
Meta Deca S$ Wagon бала 
Pagus Sot ELF Cat ee Branch 
21079 Tall Ае Pasay 


HEAVY. EQUIPMENT/ 
TRANSPORT. 
CRANESALES RENTAL 
Call 08209006720 1 6391325 


MB100 w/Driver 


AURI. er Rent SAV. Naka 
са mng 


CUBAO 388 2тав FA100 
2STY P1AK Call 404172. 


PASAY 288 85K таз! 


lay bare Banal BS 


'SACAIACE SALE sion! РА 
TU LA Родоп 5642522 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


MALE BEOSPACE IN ORTIGAS 
CONDO 910941, лалми 


FOR LEASE 
1.0FFICE SPACES 


Sasa Vaage, marat 
2.STORE SPACES/ 
WAREHOUSES 
КШ 
3. CHEMICAL TANKS 
Bavan Batangas 
ALL RENTAL — 
NEGOTIABLE 
ситы No 09228811098 
ARGLIDNG REXE 


[Rie M втв өз 


WAREHOUSE SPACES FOR 
LEASE DIFFERENT SIZES 
AVAILABLE AT QUEZON CITY 
CALL 3306951 TO 55 LOOK 
FOR EVELYN 


[unis нот: | 


cash Loan 09189857640 


KOTSE NO ви KO тазан 


1% Car Lending 6560140 


Unted Tre Car Loan Cor 
Condo Unit 610 Kao Pg PA ج‎ 


SAM. Office 
and Warehouse 
in Makati, 
For Rent 
Call Mr. Jimby 
Sanchez 
(02) 725-1131 


IN KAMAGONG ST MAKATI 
CALL JUDY 09178372938 


OFFICE SPA! 
FOR RENT 
‘OFC SPACE PASAY RD МКП 
0 50 WIPRKNG мамот 


1 Easy Car Loon 11254748 
1% Sangla ur Car 5344441 
үз wout taking cor 8818877 
4.5% Easy Car Loan 3748785 
1.5% agp coo 71855255 


1 ибир сита: 


ог 
(02) 844-4767 
ог0915- 


4051587 
OFC SPACE PRINCE PRICE PLAZAN 


к WIPARKING B840 


Studio fully furn 20K Malate 
09064584670 — Ellen 


15 woTaking Cor 507475 


ж WO TANG CAR таю 


6 Taking Car saeson 


-GAveDuonSTTADS 2% woTakng Car 7221021 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SALON 
JOB 
WE NEED 
* Pedicurist 
* Nail / 
Hair Stylist 
Tel. (02) 721-1359 


04 Accord 
Black AT 
800K 


09175334577 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
Regional Office No. VII 
Greenpiains Subd., Banilad, Mandaue City 
“Tel. Nos, 313-0557; 346-2275; 346-1689; 346-9309: 344-3048 
Fax Мо. 346-9176; Email — mgp7cebu@mozcom.com 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
OF SDV INTERNATIONAL EXPORT/IMPORT 
FOR EXPLORATION PERMIT 
Notice в hereby given pursuant lo Section 21 of DENR Administrative Order 
(DAO) No. 96-40, Series of 1996, the Revised Implementing Rules and 
Regulations of Republic Act No. 7842, otherwise known as the "Philippine 
Mining Acl ol 1995", SDV INTERNATIONAL EXPORT/IMPORT, wiih office 
‘address at Block 7, Lot 19, Grand Homes Subdivision, Grand Heights, 
‘San Roque, Antipolo City. Philopines has Мез an application for Exploration 
Permit lor the exploration of certain magnetite sand and other mineral 
resources end pariculariy described as follows: 
1. Appication Number: EXPAOT-OMR-VIL 
X, Date of Fling May 17, 2007 
Wi. ^ Area Location: 
Municipality/City : Municipality of Basay and City of Bayawan 
Province : ORIENTAL NEGROS 
WV. Technical Description of the Area * # 


[CORNER [LATITUDE 


LONGITUDE 


2 woTaking Car 959464 


23 wout taking ear 7282760, 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


YAMAHA GRAND a UPRIGHT 
PIANOS: TERMS -77219124 


DOG TRAINER 0919-7219020 


GS Amos comp Vaces 10T: 
эв adul Kennel reduction 
Са 656469 7 09202209010 


PHLPPNE DOG SCHOOL 
Tis wih KO Psychology 
TST « 09167297382 


BUY “SELL. PAWN 


ROLEX 
Acte SWISS SWATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS. 


USED MOTOR OIL, We buy as 
gh as P250000 | drum 
Please contact cell то, 
IS2MSRSM or 38531 1 
E3520, Tis ad s n coopera: 
lon wih DENR. 


WE BUY al HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
HIS а HERS Watch Conter 
5646503 5807041 
09178473744 
Room 603 
Manila Pavilion Hotel 
a 
Goldcrest Bldg. 
Gloretta-2, Makati 


ТҮҮТҮН 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Gloneta 1 
Tol 894-0282 
Agencia do Makati 
els 889-7956 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7269687+0917-0884040, 


et whol 09178227708 


YAMAHA PSRSD A-1 COND 
S. USE 00163887445 ROGER 


CAREGIVER COURSE 
Suoy Now Pay Later 12008882 
ттм = 02м? 


Мок» в haraby gie hal he 
"Hab ol tho ше BELEN 
MORALES has boon охам 
‘aly sad among те ers a 
par Doc. No. 25, Page No. 6 
бок No. Xil, Seres ol 2007 
bio Notary Pub Aly. Cesar 
Zag ol Makan Ciy. 

Ошу тов & 15, 200) 


[cmon sa | 


Marlao-Fipnas Pawnshop, 
MER Bp Tabrg dog 
[rd 
pledges ol an 07 
bansa auconad n 
"My, 800 am. 
Laniza' Sons-auctonear 
(Pry 15,200) 


1 05" 25 00.000 

09? 24 00.000" 
097 23 45,0007 
08 23 30,000" 
09° 22" 30.000" 
09” 22 30.000" 


122° Sr 90.0007 
122° 38 30.000" 
122° 30 00.000 
122° 39 30.000" 
122° 40 30.000" 
122° 49300007 


‘Size of the Area: 8,288.0865 hectares 
Duration of the Permit 

“The permit shall be for a period по! exceeding two (2) years 
from daté ol Issuance, renewable for a term ol two (2) years each 
but in no case shall the total exceed six (6) years. 
Extent of Operation to be Undertaken 


Exploration (Reconnaisance, Semi-Detalled and Detailed 
Surveys) of magnetite sand and other mineral resources. 

Any and all persons having adverse claims, protests and/or opposition lo 
the above mentioned application (s) are hereby notified that their adverse 
Claims should be fled within tiny (30) days от the last date of publication! 
posting, directly with the Regional Office concerned or through any concerned 
Bommunity Environment and Natural Resources Officer (CENRO) or 
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) of he DENR 
for fling in the Regional Office lor purposes of its resolution by the Panel of 
Arbitrators and/or the concerned appellate body(ies) pursuant to the 
provisions of Republic Act 7942 and 15 implementing Rules and Regulations. 
[averse claims, protests or opposition should be accomplished in accordance 
‘with Sections 203 and 204 of DENR Administrative Order No. 96-40, Series 
07 1986 and a copy thereat shall be furnished to the аррісапусопігасіог by 
the adverse claimant. 

For luther particulars, apply or course your inquires to The Regional 
Director, Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Regional Office No. Vil, 
 Greenplains Subdivision, Banilad, Mandaue Слу, Philippines. 


(gd) ROGER A. DE DIOS 
‘GIG - Regional Director 
(POL-Iuly 188 22.2007) 


JOIN! TO THOSE WHO DREAM BIG IN LIFE, WHO BELIEVE 
IN A PROMISING FUTURE AND CAN SURVIVE IN A TOUGH 
CAREER COMPETITION, YOU ARE THE ONES WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR!!! 


SALES CONSULTANTS, 
TELEMARKETERS, EXHIBITORS 


GRADUATE OF ANY COURSE 

WITH GOOD COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

WILLING TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE PHILIPPINES 
WITH PLEASING PERSONALITY, 21 TO 28 YEARS OLD 
WILLING TO WORK FULL TIME 


MARKETING OFFICER / PUBLIC 
RELATION OFFICER 


+ PREFERABLY WITH AT LEAST 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
HOTEL SALES MARKETING 


For interested applicants, you may submit your resumé with 2x2 ID. || 
picture at 63 Panay Ave., Barangay Paligsahan, Q.C. (In front of 
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE). on July 16 -21, 2007 9:00am - 6:00 pm. 


WITH NLCICS 


MEYCHUAYARPLPIUS Ран 
sas Мв Comer Cm, 
Макшар. Bacan. A we 
deem peas aay 2007 vi 
Deaconess July 10m. 
na Soe ione 
ГЕТЕ 


Extrajudicial вешетет among 
helrs o lte JULIA ORTEGA 
"who ded last dante, 2007. 
Botore Nou Ри Ау 
Pedro бепио Doc No 256 Page 
No 52 Serles 2007 
{роыму 15, 22 & 29, 200 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Canlubang Goll Cub ie. Stock 
Celeste #1854. issued 
1o ERVIN BEE KNOX Is declared 
юй И qo corsi том 
Wim 1 Ye, тт сасне 
with be Issued 
PONY 1. 8 а % 20] 


NO ACCIO CLERKIYPST 
МЕ TKTICALL 06103050078 


SALES AGENT ШР EXPERI 
ENCED моор MORAL 
CHARACTER CALL 8067138 
LUKASAN 


te ls hereby gen hat OF, 
‘Seles 0007100075001 
EAGLE PNANCIAL Sees 
Соріенанею 
Sanny B Асоб was reported 
Most Any Transactions dore. 
By is OR. £ wli nol be 
Honored By ine Company. 
Found ps cal 8973783 
(OH 15207) 


TRUCK DRIVER. heavy 
good vehicle - MECHANIC w 
Knowledge in driving SAFETY 
OFFICER col grad. Bring 
biodata. Appl In person at 
Origas Ave, Ex, J. баса 
Younglown Avo., Cainta Rizal 
Tel. 656-2420 


To Me general pubic: 
The Shares Caricate ol Mr. 
Hank Parham representing 
8 Shares of не Orchard Goll & 
County Club has bee missing. H 
по contest received, пен ceri 
cate will. issued 
бууаз о 200) 


alee уна mat et net 
IT TET 
PERU кв tm cy utt 
ow hi aap a p d AY 
КТ] 
рн Ta d 
[ETE 
EX r4 td 


WANTED: RETAIL STORE 
‘BROKER 

STORE SPECFCATONS: APROX 

лдап LOOK FOR: JOBY 

ATONDÉSPUERTO CONTACTE 

ina Ton атаи 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Notico Is hereby given that 
the estate of tho lato MA. 
FE V. TOLENTINO was 
exirajudlelally setled among 
er hers per Doc. 1305 Page 
179 Book Fi Seres of 2007 
undar Ношу Pubie Aly. 
Samuel D. Dacayo of Nueva 
Vizcaya. 

(POFJUy в, 15 & 22,2007) 


WelderTrusswork 
near UST 9311565 


CAREGIVER + 302-6899 


DEPED MARIKINA CITY ADASS 
30075 -2007 ADAS2 - 30009 - 
т Tcha - 30252 


2000 en we 
200 ye 
Pepito evensen]êyahoo.ca 


‘Silat wih experance 
ard comput skiis 
a (07595-2521 


Notice ls hereby given that 
"ne esiste of to lale 
DELAIN С. RESURRECCION 
has been extrajucicially 
seed among his hers 
Betoro Notary Puble 
ROGELIO AGOOT of 
Makati Cty Per Doc, No. 63 
Page No.14 Book No, I Ste OF 
PO S280) 


DEPED MKNA CITY Conceclon 
integrated School” OSEC 
DECSB - TCHS 30108 - 2000 
тойт -30024 - 2009 30057 2003 
LET/PBET PASSER 


Gmohes Design 4 TSN 
[od 


INTERNAL AUDITOR МЕ 
Ue 307 AdCenter Bldg 
Santolan,Pasig 682-3819 


MALE/FEMALE 
COLLEGE STUDY ol Escicat 
Mecanica Cul, Eeccan. 
Sales Engst, Boodaepar, 
derunt, Soc, Nase #1143 
Plano cor Kamagong. Mala 


Notice Is hereby given that 
the estate of tho lato 
FILOMENA A. BARCELO- 
NA has been extrjudicaly 
settled as per Docr28i 
Pager60 Bookfi6B Series 
ol 2007 botore Notary 
Public Ашу. Francisco P. 
Taal 

PDL uy 15 22829 2007) 


мов Grad loc Las Pras 
B75-2690/09273401979 


Dep Ed Makati Vacant Poston 
Te 96817-1008, 


Where you find the best. 


Read it every Sunday m ahe Philippu 


Daal Inquirer. 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


Republ of the Philippines 
Department of Science and Technology 
PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL. 
‘CENTRAL MINDANAO CAMPUS 
Nangka, Balo, Lanao del Norte 
та. No, (088) 583-0027 / 0028 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Supply, Delivery and Commissioning of IT & ‘Multi-Media Equipment 
‘atte nda ere reme mn eB 


Sanna cyte longs he Ces BG ота m 
IR BG Tga as aan 


Sie teased crag ha pieta pdt 
a pn aaa Wile ys катанын 
и ўип Baba Әдл naiba kr tambo paco i chews, 
eee 

аат дарт азиат 


[ud 
CELI 


AT 
esp utum he TENT 
apte. 
Rr 
manga Few Sem PST 3078. 
ETAIT ТГ 
етен De он sor 
Tout тэй 
TII] 


zii meee | 
maa — Em 
ii pan E "ums 


Ta av CUG BAG haa Pe Beane opr sn pon ar 200,19 09a PSS. 
Bi ae oe, na a paa ba omen teat PE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS . 


"WEST VISAYAS STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 
Jaro, lolo Cily, Philippines 
та, No, 3202431 
Fax No. (033) 3202623. 
Email алова: univhosp Oil. net 
"PHIC Accredited Health Gare Provider” 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The WEST VISAYAS STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER invites bidders to 
apoy гопду andto bd lor Iho folowing em. 
Teal T дб Mar gs 
pour Rcs Fest 
А beam] aia | 
| |r =ч 
[тезенә PERE Rae [хут AA 
Sy Sot anan dmm | dew 
Ка | ou | 
уолу бө ЕЯ 
conte ben i 
prora ! 
mcn or 
سسا‎ E TIN A 
“Te Sd documents shall be avahab at West Visayas Stale University Мейса! 
Center BAC Secretarial 
Tho Pre-conlerence shall be held et Procurement Unit Conlerence Room: Second 
Foor Domiory Bling, West Visayas State Unversity Medical Genier, E. Lopez 
Si, Jaro, lolo Ct, 
Tha value ol the prospective bidder's largest single contract completed win the 
"ast Hee () yours and отаг othe contacto bo bid must be al least ly percent 
(809. of he approved budge fr ihe contact 1o Бе bid. 
Tho bidders shal submit опе (1) original the (3) copies ol air duly accompli 
sigbirequrement,lchnical and nancial proposals in hee (3) separate sealed 
erecloges These envelopes shall hen be enclosed In one singe envelope à 
Slsressed to WVSU-Mackal Canter, Е Lopez St, Jaro, olo Cy. 
For more formation, please cal the BAC Secretariat, Wes Visayas Stal University 
Medical Contr Procurement Un al telephone numbers (08) 320 2431 to 28 local 
2298 153 
Wes! Visayas Siate University Мейса! Center réserves tho right to waive any 
тыну ne responses 10 the @lgibMy requirements and to thls Invitation, 
ont Visayan State Unversity Medical Genter turer reserves the дһ lo eect 


“Feu 
cernes Opening 


NG and ай proposals, or declare а failure of bidding or nol award the contact. 


oranges mat ee 
ay tortue emd ean 


a Аа жыл калит OO e PNEU Dod Srey o RR 
serie Ea cede DLE Ban maria ui 


me Laser tegat 


Ертс e 


are CAC ннн teins eae vn Banna Basa pest BEY 


AL 


invitation. 
Approved by: 


үрө Juy 16.7007) 


три natoy ay aay be tae Bato бип. 


Б 
‘ae oe snc шш 


ply CARLUTO c LANG 
pump 


po 
pa) описом ouem ma: 


Û THE CULTURAL CENTER OF THE PHILIPPINES 
wishes to announce its 

INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Name ci Project: One Year Provision ol Sec Senices lor 
COP ard NAG 
Approved Budget lor Contact Nineteen Mton Nine Hundred 
Sik Thousand Fo Hundred Eighty Fe Pesos & 44/10 oniy 
(19906 8854, 
Bidding wil be corducad through opan compete bing 
procedures using ron-Secrotonar passed спева as speed 
"Ie трепети Rules end Regulations Par A (IRR-A) ol 
Repub Аз No. S184 олепиве known asthe Goverment 
Procurement Relorm Ac” 
AN partulars reae to egit bid evaluation and award 
^ contract shal be governed by ha provisions ol RA 8184 
Interested bids may cba futher normalen rom he BAC 

Ceca E. Fund) and inspect he Bdóng 

Documents at he address gen below string July 12, 2007 
irom 900 am to 500 pm. 
А congia sa ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by 
тиеше Buders rom he BAC Secrelariat pon payment ol 
‘nan elucsblebié ве in the amount ol Five Thousand Pesos 
лу (P5000), The method ol payment wl be in cash. The 
Bing Documents shall be received personally bythe 
оройн Bero s authorized represente 
The COP BAC wil hod а Pre-id Conference open to all 
imereslad paries on July 18, 2007; 140 рт, S/F Tanghalang 
Pambansa CCP (an ig) 
Básandelgbltyrereronis пио dolveredio he ades 
bow on or balore August 01, 2007; 130 рт, Al Bs must be 
accongenied by a Bid Securty in he farm ol ceehceted 
check, cashier's check, managars check, bank daft or 
‘revocable eer ol ced or бап guarantee or surely bond 
tased on the agency approved budge! lor contract. Lale Bids 
shali not be acospied, 
Bid opening shel bo on August 01, 2007: 1:30 pm. Bids wil be 
‘opened nthe presence che Biers represenaines who 
ова lo айгай at he address beo. 
“The avardol he project shal bebasedonthelonest clea 
responsa bó recived Km he Bidders. 
The ССР reserves ho iho accep or reject any Bid, o annul 
е bidding process, and to rogi ай Вв м any те porto 
contract award, ном hereby Incumng any feb o the 
“lecie Bier or Ben 
BAC Secretariat 
Cocia E. ліса 
ЗЕ CCP Tanghalang Pambansa (CCP Main Бр) 

Roxas Bhd., Pasay Cty 
Tol. Nos. 652-822-967 

632-832-251 local 1108/107 

Fax No, 6525515950 
Меза www cultraenlrgovzh 


(Sea) Aral S.A. Yonzon 
ВАС Charman 
то мува аат 


KAT, WHITE CASTLE LUZON 
Candidate riding on the white horse 
wearing two-piece Red Bikini. 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advertising 
Hotlines: 

Head Office: 887-8808 loc. 514, 516; 899-4425; 
899-4427; 897-8425 (Telefax) 

Cubao: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
Makati: 892-5578; 811-4961; 811-4370 
Kalaw: 528-0213; 527-3342 
Megamall: 635-0219; 635-0220 


OB-GYN-PATHOLOGY BOOK 
HISTOMORPHOLOGIC 
(MICROSCOPIC) ATLAS OF THE 
DISEASES OF THE FEMALE 


For Inquiry/Order: 
Call DER at 0920-2199686 


NOTICE OF INVITATION 
FOR OFFERS TO PURCHASE THE CALACA PLANT 
OF BACNOTAN STEEL INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Sealed offers for the purchase of the Integrated Steel Making and 
Rolling Mill Plant of Bacnotan Steel Industries Inc. (BSI), in Calaca, 
Batangas shall be received at the Office of the BSII Receiver, Unit 
2701, 88 Corporate Center Bldg., comer Sedeno and Valero Sts., 
Salcedo Village, Makati City, with telephone numbers 752-44-97 and 
752-44-94, no later than 3:00 PM of 23 July 2007. For purposes. 
thereof, the offer forms and guidelines, upon payment of а non- 
refundable registration fee of 10,000 pesos, shall be available at the 
BSII Recelvers office starting from 9 July 2007. 


Offers must be accompanied by a proposal cash bond in the 
‘amount set out in the Tender Documents. 
The Receiver of BSII reserves the right to reject any or ай offers. 
All communication shall be addressed to: 
The Receiver 
Bacnotan Stee! Industries Inc. 
Unit 2701, 88 Corporate Center 
Corner Sedeno and Valero St. 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 


(504) DANILO I. CONCEPCION 
Receiver 
Ponty 15.2007) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the public that the person whose 
name and picture appears below is no longer connected 
with Edge Pacific Marketing, Inc. since June 27, 2007. 


RONALD “RON” GOZUN 


Any transactions made or entered by said person on 
behalf of the corporation after said date shall not be 
honored. 


(POL-July 15.2007) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the public that the following persons 
whose names and pictures appear below are no longer 
connected with B At Home, Inc. since June 27, 2007. 


NORMITA “MENG” 
BONDOC 


LEAH LAZANA 


Any transactions made or entered by said persons 
оп behalf of the corporation after said date shall not be 
honored. 


(DL-July 15,2007) 


And makes no assurance that contract shall be entered into as 


(502) PATRICIA P. TUPAS, D.D.M. 
Vice Chairman, ВАС 


$ 
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a result of this 


Republic of the Philippines 
AR DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Forelgn-Assisted Projects Office (FAPSO) 
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon Cily 
Northern Mindanao Community Initiatives and Resource 
‘Management Project 

‘The Department of Agrarian Reform is pleased to announce the vacancy 
for the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer position in the Project 
Facilitation Office (PFO) based in Butuan City of the "Northern 
Mindanao Community Initiatives and Resource Management 
Project (NMCIREMP)' with funding assistance from the International. 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The M & E Officer should 
have the following qualifications: 

At least 7 years experience in the monitoring and evaluation of 

rural development projects in the public, private or NGO sectors; 

Minimum of three (3) years managerial work; 

Degree holder of relevant course with master in relevant course, 

an advantage: 

Has proven experience їп selling up monitoring and evaluation 

system in rural development projects; 

Must be computer literate: 

Preferably a resident in Mindanao; and must be wiling to spend 

‘considerable time in travel and temporary residence in the field. 
The NMCIREMP is a six-year project (2003-2008) and covers selected 
areas in Regions X and CARAGA. 
Terms of Reference (TOR) for this position is available at the Foreign: 
Assisted Projects Office (FAPsO), M & E Staff, 1st Floor, FAPSO Bulding, 
DAR Compound, Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City. Please look for 
‘Susan Perez, Sally Manuel or Vicky Dumayas at telephone nos. (02) 
9270752 or 4267451 
Successful candidate will be hired on a contractual basis, renewable 
every 6 months. 
‘Application letters with curticulum vitae should be sent/submilted on or 
before 3 August 2007 to: 


‘THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Foreign-Assisted Projects Office 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon Cily 


(POL July 18.22.2007) 


Republic of the Philippines 
rtment of Environment and Natural Resources 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 1110 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


In order to address the growing number of questions 
concerning the issuance or requirement in the production 
of an ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE 
(ECC), especially if it is required in the construction of 
residential structures, notice is hereby given to the public 
that the following projects are NOT required to acquire 
an ECC under Presidential Decree No. 1586. 


1.FAMILY DWELLINGS/RESIDENTIAL UNITS; 


2. BARANGAY MICRO-BUSINESS ENTERPRISES 
under R.A. 9178; 


3. Projects that are existing and operational prior to 
1982 and has not expanded in terms of production, 
process or area; not stopped for at least two (2) 
years since 1982; with technology/production 
method or manufacturing process/operation used 
prior to 1982 and were not modified; with project 
facilities or structures prior to 1982 that were not 
changed or added to; and 


. Other projects classified as Certificate of Non- 
Coverage (CNC) under the Categorization Matrix 
of the Procedural Manual. 


These projects do not require an ECC and fall within 
the projects under CNC. For a complete listing of projects 


under the CNC, please visit 


us at http:// 


www.emb.gov.ph. u^ 


IPO! = July 15,2007) 


ج 


Anya) 
ANGELO T. REYES 
Secretary, DENR 


selling of wooden pallets with the markings 


Үч. The public is hereby warned 
provides pallets only on a 


rental basis and that it is presently investi- 
gating the theft or loss of its pallets as well 
as those who are selling them. Any person 


be selling or otherwise disposing off 


[EISCAM 


to the full extent of the law. 


(PDI - July 15, 2007) 
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Bringing advertising up to code 


CHANGE 18 THE ONLY CONSTANT THING IN 
the world, and this year, the advertising industry 
is feeling this fact more than ever. With the con- 
tinuous advancement of technology, constantly 
shifting consumer preferences, and the introduc- 
tion of new players in the field, the Advertising 
Board of the Philippines or the AdBoard are ex- 
tending their efforts to make sure that con- 
sumers are protected and their member agencies 
able to keep up with the evolving environment 

"The AdBoard is the governing body composed 
of representatives of national organizations in- 
volved in the advertising practice. It is the um- 
brella organization of the advertising industry, 
serving to promote the development of the field 
through self-regulation, in harmony with indus- 
try goals. 

Among the AdBoard's undertakings is the de- 


PHOTOLINE OPENS 

AT SM BAGUIO ATRIUM 

Photoline recently opened its new branch at 
SM Baguio. Photoline’s latest branch is locat- 
ed at the 3rd floor. Photoline SM Baguio is 
the 19th Photoline branch inside an SM Su- 
perMall. The successful branch opening was 
precedad by a motorcade around the city. 
Photoline now has one of the largest branch 
networks in the country, with branches locat- 
ed in all major cities. The company's well- 
trained staff are known for giving quality cus- 
tomer service, Photoline services range from 
digital printing, studio shots and ID photos. 
Professional photographers can avail of their 
special wholesale printing rates by inquiring 
at hotline 0917-5384420. All stores also car- 
ry a full line of digital cameras at amazingly 
ow prices. Customers can avail of the free 
items with each camera purchased 


velopment of the advertising code of Ethics, the. 
code was recently updated, and ratified by the 
AdBoard's General Membership on June 19 at 
the Makati Ез club. 

‘The sixth revision was further brought up to 
world-class level, obtaining reference from vari- 
ous international advertising standards. The re- 
vised code was made simpler but firmer, elimi- 
nating confusion and loopholes, The additions to 
the code also responded to new issues that had 
never been faced by advertisers before. 

Many of the revisions are also meant to safe- 
guard consumers. An example of which is: “To 
protect brand equities and to avoid misleading 
consumers, advertising materials shall not con- 
tain features, elements or visual and audal pre- 
sentations that are unique to the advertising of 
another brand regardless of category” which 


It’s never too 


IN THE PAST, STUDENTS WHO MISSED 
their schools’ enrollment period would have 
to miss the whole term. But not anymore. In- 
formatics has announced that with their new 
enrollment plan, students will be allowed to 
register and start classes anytime during the 
school term. 

Informatics school calendar is divided into 
three parts or trimesters. Regular enrollment 
takes place during Start of Class periods 
(SOC) in May June, September, and January 
Under the new enrollment scheme, students 
can enroll any time they wish, even though 
classes are already underway. 

College students miss regular enrollment 
mainly because of the following reasons - in- 
decision on the course or school choice, fi 
nancial constraints, and incomplete require- 
ments. 

Because students might have a difficult 
time catching up after missing a few sessions, 
Informatics provides late enrollees with 
make-up classes and even asks professors to 
prepare handouts if necessary. There are 
even make-up quizzes for those who have 
missed examinations. Students can also 
choose to schedule one-on-one consultation 
sessions with their instructors if they feel that 


in IT at Informatics 


was formerly “To safeguard the integrity of ad- 
vertising materials, advertisements should not 
substantially or materially have the same distin- 
guishing features unique to other advertise- 
ments, regardless of product or servite category, 
including general layout, сору, slogan, visual 
presentation, music or sound effects.” 

Chiefly, the Code has been in implementation 
thought he AdBoard since 1974. It serves as the 
guide followed by the industry in the practice of 
self-regulation, which ensures truth in advertis- 
ing for consumer protection and fair competition 
among advertisers 

With the latest revisions to the Code, the Ad- 
Board ensures that clients and consumers re- 
main duly protected amid the changing environ- 
ment, and that their member agencies continue 
thriving within the evolving industry. 


late to enroll 


bu 


[KAN punas 


слама 
they need more help with getting up to speed 
in class. 

The flexible enrollment scheme was im- 
plemented to accommodate the rapid in- 
crease in transferees and late enrollees since 
the school began offering degree courses in 
2004, With these new courses, the Informat- 
ics Ladderized Education System was intro- 
duced, giving students who are taking 2-year 
programs the option to continue and com- 
plete а bachelor’s degree program. Since 
then, enrollment at Informatics has increased 
annually by an average of 30 percent, with 
many students of traditional schools have be- 
gun transferring to Informatics 


ELIZABETH 


MALAPITAN LUAKIAN 


“Lilibeth” 


Born June 13, 1953 peacefully joined our Lord 
on July 12, 2007 in Guangzhou, China. 


A beloved mother, grandmother, sister, aunt and friend, 
she will be missed most by long-time life partner 
& soulmate JUN C. GUEVARRA, 


her children FELIX JR. and Carol, BETSY and Clint, 


her stepchildren Louie, France & Jorge, 
Paul & Edmond 


her grandchildren Francis, Claire & Annette 
and her siblings Mariano, Germelita, Emmanuel, 


salmat 


Metro Manila Whit 
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JAKA GROUP, STA. LUCIA REALTY INK PARTNERSHIP 
‘The Јака Group and Sta. Lucia Realty. Taal Volcano. Shown in photo (from 
& Development Inc, two of the. left) are: Percy Lukban, Јака SVP for 
Philippines’ most trusted brands in ^ property and security group, Katrina 
real estate and property development Enrile, Јака president and CEO, 
combine their formidable experience — Michelle Robles, Sta. Lucia Realty & 
and expertise in offering the presti- Devt Ine corporate marketing direc- 
gious Splendido Taal Towers, four tor, and Buddy Encarnado, Sta. Lucia 
World-class condominiums facing Realty & Devt Inc vice president for 
the natural splendor of Taal Lake and ^ corporate communications. 


ATLAS COPCO EXECS IN TREE PLANTING ACTIVITY 
As part of ts 40th an- 

Tiversary, Atlas Copco 

(Philippines) Inc man- 

agement conducted a 

tree planting activity at 

Atlas Copco (Philippines) 

Inc's new home in Lagu- 

na Technopark Inc, Bi- 

ñan, Laguna. The activity 

signifies a new beginning 

for the thriving industry 

leader It also symbolizes 

the company's commit- 

ment to achieve the Atlas 

Copco Groups visionto — 37-54 
become and remain First in Mind-First 
in Choice’ of itë customers and other 
key stakeholders while being sensitive 
to various issues concerning nature 
and the society. Atlas Copco (Philip- 
pinas) Inc is acknowledged for its vari 


‘ous initiatives aimed at establishing. 
better partnerships not only with cus- 
tomers but various sectors of the soci- 
ety most notably; Айаз Copoo's Cus- 
tomers Relationship Management pro- 
gram entitled Caring Beyond Air" 


DE ANS. 


Ga к: 


LAS CASAS DE CALA BUENA GROUND BREAKING 
Exchange Properties Resources architect Reyvin Geraloga of Ar- 
Corp, owner and developer of Las chion, SPCastro & Associates chair 
Casas de Gala Buena broke ground апд managing director Salvador 

for its new residential villas last July Castro, EPRC business development 
7. Shown (from left) are: EPRC ех — manager Marie Angeli Ganal, SP- 
ecutive vice president Marixi Carlos. Castro & Associates director Wilma 
Las Casas de Cala Buena homeown- Garcia and Las Casas de Cala Buena. 
ers Josefina Cruz and Vito De Raya, homeowner Merlinda Fernando. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


eth LR С dL 


METRO MANILA HOST LUIS MANZANO AND MS. CARMI MARTIN (JUDGE) WITH 
Castle Girl Candidates. 


The search is on for the next White Castle Girl 


WHO WILL RIDE THE LEGENDARY WHITE 
horse next? White Castle Whiskey, together 
with ABS-CBN, launches “The Search for Next 
White Castle Сін", the largest hunt and reality TV 
series to hit the nation. The contest aims to find 
the gorgeous lady who exudes the White Castle 
confidence and charm to be the spokesperson of 
the top whisky brand White Castle 69 Whisky. 
"The lucky girl who wins the contest will be the 
lady clad in a red bikini riding the famed white 
horse. 

“The Search for Next White Castle Girl" hunted 
down beauties from Metro Manila, Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao. Hundreds of aspirants waveled far 
and wide to uy their luck to be one of the five final- 
ists to be chosen from each region. The young 
ladies lucky enough to be selected will battle out 
three weeks of rigorous challenges. Asthe contest 


‘The last 12 finalists to make it will compete in the. 
Next White Castle Girl Finals Night to be held in 
Metro Manila. On that fateful night, the ultimate 
‘winner will have her name etched in history along- 
side former White Castle girls Evangeline Pascual, 
Lorna Tolentino, Ma. isabel Lopez, Peachy 
Veneracion, Techie Agbayani, Carmi Martin, Cristina 
Gonzales and Glydel Mercado and will replace 
Roxanne Guinoo as the girl in the red bikin riding 
the legendary white horse. The search will be hosted 
by Kian Kazemi (Mindanao), Will Devaugn 
(Visayas) Archie Alemania (Luzon) and Luis 
Manzano (Meuo Manila) 

Don't miss the battle of the White Castle rid- 
ers on "The Search for Next White Castle Girl", 
“which kicks off Saturday, July 7 at 11 p.m. and will 
be shown every Saturyday in July: same time on 
July 14 and 21 at 11 p.m. and the Grand Finals on 


Wilhelmina and Oscar. 


progresses, the aspirants will learn to befriend each 
Other and emotions will Паге when they slowly 
realize that they're competing against each other, 

‘When “The Search for Next White Castle Girl" 


ihe 28th of July from 10:30-12:30 p.m. only at 
ABS-CBN. 

For more information about the Search for the 
Next White Castle Girl, you may contact 
Kicks off this July 7, surprises and suspense will be... Jessamae Samson at 09179819505 and email ad- 
expected. As the beauties tackle on the challenges dress jazzamae@yahoo.com or Ed Bernabe at tel 
thrown at them, one, two or no finalists may be nos, 3617491-98 loc 840 or mob no, 09209555931 
eliminated. But’ after three weeks of random and or 09228266873 ог email address 
fierce competition, only 12contestantswill remain... eduardobernabe@eonvoymiag.com. 


Las Piñas boys choir's journey to the world 


Friends may pay respect to Lilibeth beginning today, 
July 15, 2007 at Mount Carmel Church, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


AMass will be held on Wednesday, July 18, 2007 at 9:00 A.M. 
Cremation will follow at The Sanctuarium, Araneta Avenue 


“You have touched all our lives. You have kept 


corner Quezon Avenue, Quezon City. 


us all together. You have planned everything. 


You have made us all happy. We will miss you so much. 


We love you so much!” 


‘THELAS PINAS BOYS CHOIR (LPBC), THE WELL- 
known group of young singing boys aged eight to 
fifteen, is part and parcel of the St. Joseph Parish 
(Bamboo Organ Church), Founded 38 years ago by 
Fr. Leo Renier, CICM, then assistant parish priest, 
the choir was primarily formed to complement the 
Bamboo Organ's poignant music with their soulful 
voices. The fullness of this majestic instrument to 
praise God was finally reached with the choir put- 
ting into words what its music conveys. 
Through 38 long and enduring years of hard 
work and success, the Las Pifias Boys Choir has 
established a cultural inheritance in the local and 
international music scene. The year-long identity 
has remarkably elevated its pride and recognition 
= the sole reason to launch their new theme "Las 


Pihas boys choir: A Legacy of Musical Achieve- 
ment 

Plans include two (2) fund-raising concerts en- 
titled ‘Journey to the World", Part 1 to be held at 
Philam Life Theater on July 14 at 8 p.m, and Part 
Il to be held at SM Mall of Asia on 13 October 
2007 at 8pm. The concerts would prepare the boys 
in joining the 9" International Choir Competition 
in Athens, Greece on 7-10 November 2007 and the 
World Choir Games in Graz, Austria on 9-19 July 
2008. 

Concert tickets and sponsorship packages in- 
quiries, please call the St. Joseph's Academy at tel 
no.820-5454 local 121 and look for Zeny / Jan or 
the Bamboo Organ Foundation, Ine ate по. S10: 
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Account. Officers 

Young highly-motivated profession- 
als interested in experiencing the 
challenging world of finance. Pref- 
erably socially oriented, driven and 
charismatic. Have job diversity 
handling Consumer/Corporate/ 
Wholesale accounts. Must be a 
degree holder of any business 
course and have at least four years 
experience of account solicitation. 


Branch Head 

Dynamic individual who can work 
independently, thrives on chal- 
lenges and exhibits leadership 
qualities. Successful candidate will 
join our pool of professionals in 
establishing a branch-based clien- 
tele, generate deposits and.oversee 
the supervision of your own branch. 
Must have effective communica- 
tion, strategic negotiation and posi- 
tive people management skills. 


Poe eh Hm ems ^ v 


We also welcome individuals who will take the 
Interested applicants may send their comprehensi 


Sales Officer and 

Chinese Marketing Officer 

Results oriented individuals who have at 
least three years experience in sales and 
customer relationship functions. Potential 
candidates must show a confident and 
determined approach in identifying new 
markets and business opportunities. Can 
work independently and as part of a team. 
Have the ability to flourish in a competi- 
tive environment. 


Candidate for Chinese Marketing Officer 
must be fluent in Fookien/Mandarin. 


Customer Service Associate 

Degree holder in any four-year business 
course of good scholastic standing. 
Communicates effectively and develops 
good rapport with clients. Successful 
applicant will handle client/account 
servicing in the branch in a timely and 
professional manner. 


Fresh graduates who possess the above 
qualities may apply- 


EXPORT AND INDUSTRY BANK 


HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT GROUP 
, Exportbank Plaza, 12th Floor, Chino Roces Avenue corner Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 


“careers@exportbank:com.ph 


challenge and are interested to be part of our Head Office team. 
ive resume, recent 2x2 picture, and transcript of records to: 


We will only respond to qualified candidates. Previous applicants need not apply 


Bold, innovative and driven individuals who think out of the box and welcome challenges. 
Individuals who will be instrumental in shaping and defining the business of banking in the future. 


If you believe you can fill-in the blank, we challenge you to be a part of Exportbank's professional 
team committed to deliver value-driven solutions. 


Excellence in Electronics 


| 


UE pa Nga! 2 


PEOPLE'S TECHNOLOGY COMPLEX - SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE, CARMONA, CAVITE 


The most prestigious Japanese multinational Semiconductor & Electronics manufacturing firm belonging to TOP 50 located in Carmona, 
announces its major expansion activities for the 2" Quarter. Our production of LSI (L 


arge Scale Integrated circuits), MCR (Micro Chip Resistors), 
Tr DI (Transistors & Diodes) and Probe Cards requires the most accurate talent & strong character of gradu 


ates from top colleges & universities. 


PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT OFFICERS (20) 


їп senior supervisory or managerial function, 
upper 5% of the class are also invited. 


PROGRAMMER 
25 years old. 
FACILITIES ENGINEER 


TECHNICIANS / OPERATORS 


OFFICE STAFF/RECEPTIONIST 


Graduate of BSECE, BSEE, BSME, BSChE, BSCOE, BSIE from Top Universi 
Familiarity in semiconductor manuf 


BS IT/BSCS/BSCoE with experience in network troubleshooting (LA! 


Maie. nol over 28 years old. Graduate in BS Electrical Engineering with license. Preferably with experience in facilities maintenance in Heating 


and Ventilation and Air-Conditioning Unit (HVAC), Cooling Tower, Air Compressor, Air Handling Unit, or Motor Control. 


Graduate in any 2-3 year Technical Course or at least 
stands at 5'3" in height, personable and must have strong та! 


ities & Colleges, Male ог Female between 24-32 years old with experience 
facturing is an advantage. New graduates belonging to the 


IN/WAN| and programming languages (Visual Bosic/C--*/SQL), Male, not over 


Graduate in any 2-3 year Technical Course or at leas! completed 2 years in college, not over 25 years old, stands 5'6" for Male & 5'2" for 
Female with 20/20 eye vision. Experience /Training i 


in Semiconductor company a strong advantage. Mus! be able to speak ideas well and 


must have strong mathematical ability. Available to start in short notice 


2nd year college level, Female between 18-24 years old, projects presentable image, 
tihematical skils and English language comprehension. 


Interested persons can apply personally in our Job Fair Event on July 
16[Monday] & 21 (Saturday). 2007 indicated at the right side box with your latest 
resume with pholo, copy of grades and, calculator from 8:00 a.m. ~ 5:00p.m. 


Metropolis Mall 
4th Level FUNCTION ROOM C 
ALABANG 


5 ACCOUNTING CLERKS 


> Graduate of Bachelor of Science - Accounting major preferred 


> Male/Female, not more than 25 years of age- 
> Excellent knowledge of Excel and Word, 
> Knowledge of Quickbooks 
> Willing to work overtime 
‘Call for appointmentitelephone Interview 
Malate Construction & Development Corporation 


Ground Floor, The Mondrian Residences, 5321 East Asia Drive 


Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa City 
"Tel. /659-0900 to 03 


HIRING: 
SALES REPRESENTATIVES 


FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES/EQUIPMENTS 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

College Students / Graduates. 
Outgoing; Computer Literate 
Sales Experience is an advantage. 
Submit Biodata at: 


[Fervour Classified and Obituary Ade please ©. 


Rm. 306 Delta Motor Sales Bldg., 
‘West Avenue, Quezon City 


T 637-2008 


WAREHOUSE/ 
LOGISTICS IN CHARGE 


(0) Two Personnel needed to be assigned 
in Taguig City & Pugo Gullog, Dagupan City 


ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT 


to be assigned in Greenhills, San Juan ofice 


ИМКЕТКА! MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
ама 201 Linki 800. Ones Ave, Greens, San Juan 
“Tel 7214401 Tila 7214505 
Enel hı marla Gmarcaleon com 


OUR COMPANY IS IN NEED ОР: 
MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS 
PRODUCTION MANAGER (1) 
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IMMEDIATE HIRING 
Medical Sales Representatives 
* male/female 
4 years course 
wiling to be assigned anywhere in the 
Philippines 
proficient in oral & written communication 
skills 
20-90 years old 
Starting salary 10,000 with free housing 
allowance 
Interested applicants may apply personally at: 
'SEAMMED PHARMA 54-A 13th AVE. 
MURPHY, CUBAO, QUEZON CITY 
Tel. No. (02) 995-82-03 
Bring your resumé, official transcript of records, 
NBI clearance. 
E-mail: seammed_gem@ yahoo.com 


RESTAURANT GROUP 
Urgently Needs 
RESTAURANT STAFE 
ACCOUNTANTS 
HR OFFICERS 
MANAGEMENT TRAINEES / 
OFFICERS 
Email resumé to: 
chefnikki 01@yahoo.com 


or rickylaudico@yahoo.com 
—e 


Good: things are meant to be shared 
Grab your slice of great careers! 


TeleTech. 


The Fastest Growing BPO Company 


- Accent & Conversational English (ACE) Coach 
- Accent & Conversational English (ACE) Trainer - 
Resources / Recruitment 


“raining begins July 20) 


ЖОКТА Conversations English (ACE) Coach 


Bi {2 ACE) Trainer Training. 
“Roca Conversational Ergin АСЕ one ысыбаса ус E 
татат ive 


‘Admit 
‘Administrative Assistant 
‘Operations 
“Team Leaders" 
+ Level 2 Technical Support Representatives" 


б ‘Supervisor 
ауто Speciale" 
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B Market 


& IFAD 
1 nag INTERNATIONAL FUND 
гт i BRENT 


RuMEPP's development goal is rural poverty reduction through increased economic 
development, job creation and rural incomes for 200,000 poor rural households. Central to 
achieving this goal, RuMEPP shall facilitate the increase of new and existing rural micro 
enterprises expanding and operating profitably and sustainably. 


The programme, which is implemented by the DTI under the assistance of the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), will run for 7 years. Its Programme Management Unit (PMU) з 
is in charge of facilitating the day-to-day management and coordination of all programme activities." 


Tue DTI-IFAD RuMEPP is in search of 
PROGRAMME MANAGER 


Functions 


» Responsible for coordinating all programme components 

» Ensure that all activities are implemented in line with the programme design 
> Facilitate the day to day management of the programme 

> Oversee and manage the PMU 


Core Requisites 


Masters degree or its equivalent 

Knowledge and professional experience in microfinance operations/programmes 
Strong background in contract/financial management and in-depth understanding of 
development and promotion of micro enterprises 

Solid understanding of operations of microfinance institutions such as rural banks, 
cooperatives, and NGOs 

Substantial experience in coordinating with Government (National Government 
Agencies/Local Government Units), NGOs, civil society, and foreign funding agencies 
At least 5 years’ experience in project management with proven ability to manage 
administrative set-ups, rules and regulations and in handling people’s organization 
Highly analytical with good negotiations skills 

Excellent oral presentation and written communication skills 

Good IT Skills 

With unimpaired integrity 

Fit to travel to the provinces 


vvvvv v v v vvv 


* The candidates will undergo SELECTION STEPS. Each selection step is a 
* hurdle point. 

~ „Candidates have to meet the required rating per selection step to be able to 
„proceed to the succeeding activity. 

* Specific date per selection step will be pre-assigned to successful candidates. 


Submit comprehensive application/resumé on or before 20 July 2007 


Human Resource DEVELOPMENT SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
361 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue Makati City, Philippines 
email: hrds@dti.gov.ph or rumepp @ gmail.com 


Southeast Asia Regional Representative 


Lutheran World Relief (LWR), a U.S.-based non-profit 
development organization, is seeking an experienced leader in 
international development for its Southeast Asia regional office, 
based in Medan, Indonesia. 


AMCAR GROUP OF COMPANIES 
We build people. 


PRODUCTION ENGINEERS/FOREMEN 


E) Male; 20-30 years old. 
Graduate of Mechanical, Electrical, Chemical or 
Metallurgical Engineering, 


Е The Southeast Asia Regional Representative would work with 
the regional team to set the regional strategy, identify funding 
a iources, and broadly oversee regional programs to ensure they 
E License is an advantage but not required. 4 
с contribute to the regional strategy and objectives. The position 
ci ipis Na ha palala deer шы a) plays a key role in linking programs and regional partners to 
donors, constituents, and advocacy targets. 
ОСЕЅ5 ENGINEERS 


Male, 21-25 years old. 


RI 
a Job Requirements: 
T Chemical or Metallurgical Engineering Graduate 
a 
a 


* — Tenyears working experience with a range of international. 
baal and cross-cultural programs, including three working on 
Must exhibit effective communication and interpersonal е rere DOAN DDIAN 


Familiarity with key development and economic and social 
EQUIPMENT ENGINEERS justice Issues, including rights and gender, at a practical 
Malo: 23-30 years old 


a and policy level 
E Licensed Mechanical or Electrical Engineer 

a 

a 


With VERY GOOD scholastic records 


Post-baccalaureate degree in social sciences or other 
‘Must be experienced in HVAC maintenance and relevant discipline, or equivalent experience 
operation 


Fluency in English and at least one of the languages 
With knowledge in pumps, lightings, pipings, building spoken in the region 
equipment repair and maintenance Demonstrated ability in office operations including finance, 
E) Must be wiling to work in shifts 


administration, and human resources 
TECHNICAL DRAFTSMEN Demonstrated experience in designing, managing, 
& Male/Female; 21-30 years old 


implementing, monitoring and evaluating development 
8 With knowledge in autoCAD or 3D modeling software. 


and emergency response projects 
Excellent interpersonal and public speaking skills. Ability 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERS 
Male/Female; 29-30 years old; FRESH graduates are 


to establish relationships with donors 
welcome to apply (license not required). 


Ability to travel up to 35 percent of the time 

E Those with technical experience are encouraged to send 

their resumes. 
MOLD TECHNICIANS 
V Male, 20-30 years old; Technical course graduate. 
V With at least 1 year experience on tool and die technology. 
MOLD MAKERS 

@ Male, 25-35 years old; Technical course graduate. 

| With 3-5 years experience as MOLD MAKER. 
MACHINISTS 
MACHINE BUILDERS/ASSEMBLERS 

These are VERY URGENT requirements. As such, 
we require all interested applicants to report personally 

with resumé and T.O.R. at: 

RAMCAR CENTER, 80 Roces Avenue, Diliman, Q.C 
CORPORATE RECRUITMENT SECTION: BATTERY 
For further inquiries: besarmiento@motolite.com / 

corporaterecruitment@motolite.com 


If interested, go to http://www.lwr.org/jobs/ to view full job 
description and instructions for submitting an application. 


“IMMEDIATE HIRING 


SALES ENGINEERS 


* Male 

* Electrical Engineering Graduate from a reputable school 
* Fluent in English, both oral and written 

= With experience in selling to Electrical Cooperatives 

* Willing to travel and with valid driver's license. 

* With pleasing personality 


Attractive salary, commissions, car plan awaits qualified 
applicants. 


Interested applicants may send their resumé to GINOMEL 
IND'L SALES at 921 Lyra St., Moonwalk Village, Las Piñas 
City or fax to 802-8342 or email at clog737@hotmall.com 


EA 24-HR HOTLINES 722-4144 + 722-1155 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


The Political / Economic Section of the Australian Embassy in Manila is 
looking for a Research Officer who will be primarily responsible for 
economic and trade polley research and reporting. 


Applicants should be able to meet the following selection criteria: 


Above average tertiary qualifications in the led of Economics 
‘Strong research experience, with emphasis on economic and trade 
policy. 

Demonstrated organization skls, Including tho abilly to manage 
visit programmes and events 

Demonstrated liaison skills including the ability to establish and 
maintain relationships with government, other diplomatic missions, 
international organizations and сМ society organizations. 

Proven ability to work under pressure with minimum supervision 
"The ablity о develop a working understanding of broader embassy 
objectives and apply them in elective research work 

Aby to work as part of а small dynamic team 

Excelent written and oral communication skills in both English 
Proficient In Microsoft applications and an advanced abilly to uso. 
Internat as a research tool 


А сору of the job description can be found on wivw.australla.gov.ph/about_us/ 
job vacancies, The successful candidate vill receive a gross monthly salary 
of PhP 44, 219.88 with entitlement to leave, performance bonus, 
‘comprehensive health insurance and other provisions as por the Locally 
Engaged Staff Conditions of Service. The selected candidate should ba 
able lo commence in mid-September 2007. 


Applications should be received no later than COB 27 July 2007. An 
application etter of no mara than two pages addressing each of the above 
Selection criteria, along wih а resumé, transcript of records, and names of two 
Telerees who are able to comment on work performance should be addressed 
to: 


THE HUMAN RESOURCES SECTION 
Australian Embassy Manila 
Level 23 Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 
6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
ог e- mall: manlla.recruitment@dfat.govau 
Please use tho position title as the subject heading 


Only candidates who address each of the above selection criteria wili 
е considered. 


ve 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


{snow accepting applications for 
‘Academie Year 2008 
FELLOWSHIPS: 
1. Pediatrie Cardiovascular Medicine Department 
j 3 years Residency in General Pediatric accredited by PPS 


atleast passed written examination for Diplomate in Pediatrics 
CV Anesthesia Division 
> 3years Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (Board 
eligible) 
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Division 
> years Residency in General Surgery accredited by PCS (Board 
eligible) 
RESIDENCIES : (For Medical Board Passers) 
Nuclear Medicine Division 
Biological & Clinical Laboratory Division 
СУ Radiological Sciences Division 
1 year Fellowship Program 
1.” Radiology 
2. Nuclear Medicine 
3. Biological & Clinical Laboratory 
Denne for Submission df àppliention is on August 31, 2007 
Academic yer 2008 starts on January 1, 2008 
General Requirement 
1. Medical Diploma 
2, Transcript of Records with the General Weighted Average 
3. Itemized Board Rating 
A. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation with at least one letter written by 
the Training Officer &/or Director of the previous Training Programs 
(duplicate letters or photocopies will not be accepted) 
Four (4) pes 2" x2" Colored picture 
Please address your communications to: 
ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 
Department Manager I 
The Department of Education, Training and Research 
Philippine Heart Center 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
For further inquiries, please contact Ms. Carmela О. Rivera or Ms. Cleopatra Q. 
Palencia with Tl Nos, 925-24-01 locals 3234, 3235, 3236 & 3237 and Telefax 
926-9622, or you can email to oer@phe.gov.ph 


The country's most widely 
read and circulated 
newspaper is in need of: 


Systems Analyst / Programmer 

Qualifications: 
College graduate preferably Computer Science or 
Computer Engineering 
Background in Computer hardware 
1 to 2 years experience in this job or jobs leading to it 
Knowledge in Web Programming VP Scripting, Реп 
Scripting, Visual Basic or Powerbuilder, MS SQL 2000 or 
‘Sybase SQL other relational database management system 

Electrician 

Qualifications: 

* College graduate or equivalent vocational education 

+102 years experience in this job or jobs leading to it 

* Knowledge of basic electrical principles 

» Knowledge of basic computer operations 

Records Clerk 

Qualifications: 

» College graduate preferably Accounting major 

‘+ 1year experience in similar field 

* Knowledge of basic computer operations 

Secretary 

Qualification: 

* College graduate preferably BS Secretarial Course 

= 1 year experience in related job 

* Knowledge of basic office and e-mail software 

= Knowledge of basic computer operations 


Research Assistant 

Qualifications: 
College graduate preferably major in Economics, BS 
Statistics, BS Math 
1 year experience as a researcher 
Knows how to write; proficient in computer, especially їп 
search technologies, Excel, Corel, Powerpoint, Netscape 
and Microsoft, Word Programs; Creative 
Willing to work on field assignments 
Сап work under pressure 


‘Send your applealon letter and comprehensive resum to: 


THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
"нле Daily Inquirer, Inc 

Chino Roces Avenue (orme Pasong Tame) 
‘Corner Yague and Mascardo Sireets, Makati City 


The Power of Knowing banal recriimentgingule.com ph 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


Your RESÜME is your eniry-patsl i 
SHORIISTED APPLICANTS дено view q BLOCKBUSTER MOVI 


Ps: FOOD, DRINKS AND СМЕНИ 


WEBSITE: www.vxl.com 


EMAIL: careersph@vxi.com 


yon 


arket 5 «| 


ү ET ECT 


CALL CENTER 
REPRESENTATIVES 


Inbound Customer Service and Soles, 
Financial Services, Level 1 Technical Support 


EARN AS MUCH AS 


, P30,000 + 


, EVERY MONTH!!! 


OTHER POSITIONS OPEN: 


Client Relations Manager, HR Specialist & Associates | 
Product Trainers, Recruitment Specialist / Associate, 
Applications Developer, Telcoms Engineer, 

Systems Engineer, Female Nurse 


ET 


А new breed of street-couture brands is gonna cause a stir in Manila's 
juxury-cultured set. A first of its kind concept store will breach 
contempt and power to the fashionables. It will be done. It is coming. 
Do you feel it? 


We will rock and sell premium lifestyle apparel and accessories for 
both men and women. Our mission is to provide high-quality, stylish 
and distinctive merchandise to our customers. We will specialize in 
delivering premium denim while dedicating our lifestyle to the latest 
brands and trends in fashion. And we only want the best team. 


If you are: 
male/female 
21-80 years old 
fashionable, good sense of imported brands 
articulate and personable 
can communicate in English 
great work ethic 
college level or undergrad 
with retail background (ideal) 


Don't wait and be the last in line. 
Send your resume with 2x2 colored 
picture to our headquarters at: 


Citi Trends Philippines, Inc. 
628 Oriente St. 

Binondo, Manila 

1006 


Tel. No.: (632) 2424886 (Look for Michelle) 
or email at cititrendsOpldtdsl.net. 


We will be waiting for you. 


MARKETING ASSISTANT /SECRETARY 

Male/Female + College graduate w/ 2 years 

experience » Excellent spoken and written 
English Computer iterate w/ above average 


* WANTED - 


MARKETING ASSISTANT 


typing skills “ Has successful marketing plan 


Interested applicants may apply personally. 
Bring your resume with 2x2 picture. 
For inquiries, сай 740-8517; 906-5448; 
0922-8283032 
8:00-5:00 p.m. Monday -Saturday 
2228 España St, Sampaloc Manila, SJM Bldg. 


JOB WORLD 


ROBINSONS ^ 

METRO EAST s 
mae ы av 
July 13 & 20, 2007 


YOUR DREAM 3GB AWANS. DON'T MISS т! 


tor Furniture Export Company 

* Proficient in English 

* Honest & of good moral character 

* Fast learner wl multi-tasking skills 

"College graduate 

* 30 years old & below / female 

You may send your resumé to 

locsinGlocsin.com / 3/F Ersan Bldg, 
32 Quezon Ave. Q.C, or call 741473; 
up to 39. Please look for Pla or Lyn. 


IMMEDIATE HIKING 
1 ADM. ASST. 


= college graduate 

= at least 2-year work exp. 

= knowledgeable in office acctg. 

= computer literate 

= pref. female / single 
Maintpro2000@ yahoo.com 


“We got our lives back!” 


Get your life back with Acquire Asia Pacific. 
+ DAYSHIFT! 
- Above Industry Compensation and Benefits Package 
“Premium Pay for Experience 
+ Limitless Opportunities for Growth 


Work with ) the fastest growing telco in Australia. Get that dodo fever and 
fly high with a competitive compensation and a healthier lifestyle. 


Career Opportunities: 


Operations: 
OUTBOUND SALES AGENTS 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT AGENTS 
Team Leaders 
Operations Director 
Client Services Manager 
Quality Assurance Specialist 


Support: 
Project Recruiters 
Leadership and Dev't. Trainer 


Qualifications: 
For Operations: At least 6 months call center experience handling international accounts 
For Support: At least 1 year of experience in the same capacity. 


Send your resume to: 
Careers.agent@acquireap.com - for Agent positions 


l|. Careers.nonagent@acquireap.com - for Non Agent positions 


or Log on to: 
www.acquireasiapacific.com 


B Market... 


CST TY 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


D.M. CONSUNII , INC. 


Ya ENGINEERS + CONTRACTORS 


[BE A PART OF 
AMINO THAT CREATES ... 


AHAND THAT SHAPES .... 
Avision THAT BUILDS ... 


TECHNICAL POSITIONS NON-TECHNICAL POSITIONS 


42S Я [CIL ENGINEERS T 
SE ARE MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 
einen 


P^ ly 26 & 27, 2007 


10am to 4pm 
[EQUIPMENT ENGINEER | PROJECT NURSES 


3/F Activity Center, | uneracn 
il | SURVEYOR: 
Ali Mall, Cubao, а.с. ; 2281 ОМС! Bldg 3 Chino Roces Ave. Makati ity 1231 


Tel, Nos, 84-0844 Emall Application at jobs@dmcinet.com 
Pls, Apply Personally-Mon-Friday-8am - 5pm. 


AA 


Pura 


SECRETARIES / CLERKS 
STOCKCLERKS 
|TIMEKEEPERS 


|ARCHITECTSIDESIGN COORDINATOR 
[CAD OPERATORS 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


SECRETARY 


For a top corporation based in Quezon City 


Female, 25 — 35 yrs. old. 
Graduate of UP or other exclusive schools. 
With 2 yrs. secretarial work experience. 
Proficient in written and oral English with 
superior grammar and proofreading skills. 
Excellent comprehension and listening skills. 

* Highly organized and systematic. 
Proficient in Microsoft Productivity Tools 
(Word, PowerPoint, Excel). 
Knowledgeable in web research. 

Send your Resumé to: ur.fortress@gmail.com 


“Previous applicants need not apply. 


меу Alliance for Mindanao OT gr Renewable Energy Program. 


A rural electrification project being Implemented by Winrock International, In 
partnership with USAID, Mirant Philippines, the Department of Energy, and the 
Riükonamots Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), fs n need of a highly qualified 
‘and responsible person to occupy the position of: 


[Support Representatives for an ISP Account Community Organizing Specialist 
tives for a Gaming Console Account ce ens Soe aay eee Е 


Shy allied sciences that promote community development 
« уем experience In a supervisory position 
S Years work experience in doing community organizing work; with knowledge 
inglaning,knplementng, manterng ona evaluating commit development 


+ Skils In analyzing levels of community organization 
1 Good factating skiis 
Willingness and physical copabiity to travel to remote communities In 
Mindanao, as necessary 
Prefraly with experiance i working with Musi communities 
mises 


veloper « М5 QA! еы Codici d IQ dead nea Е. 
ative D — cina 


‘Are you aggressive, motivated and enreer-oriented Engineer 
or Architect? Do you want to make a difference? 
Apply now with one of the fastest-growing and 
progressive construction firm in the country! 


METRO STONERICH CORPORATION 
Is In need of the following for immediate employment: 
SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER 
= Licensed Civil Engineer 
2 151020 yrs experience 
= proficient in English. 
= preferably with ISO 9001: 2000 experience 
= wiling to be assigned outside Metro Manila 
PROJECT MANAGERS 
SITE SUPERINTENDENT 
PROJECT ENGINEERS/ARCHITECTS 
GEODETIC ENGINEERS 
OFFICE ENGINEERS 
SAFETY ENGINEERS 


“NCO GROUP RECRUITMENT CENTER 


4/F Eugenio Lopez Communications Center, 
'ABS-CBN Compound, Mother Ignacia Ave., Quezon City 


Tel. Nos.: 981-7564; 981-7585; 981-7558 to 60 
Email: manilarecruitment@ncogroup.com 


‘OR IMMEDIATE HIRING URGENTLY NEEDED 


PLANT NURSES 


„* Registered Nurses; fresh graduates are 
welcome. 
Work experience as Company or Plant Nurse 
would be an advantage but not a 
requirement, 
Must have good communication and 
interpersonal skills. 
Must be computer literate. 
Willing to assume provincial assignments. 


QUALIFIED APPLICANTS АВЕ REQUESTED TO 
SEND THEIR RESUME WITH PICTURE AND 
TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS TO: 


THE RECRUITMENT MANAGER 
(CODE: PLANT NURSES) 
Email: tink.shelley@gmail.com 


FAMILY DRIVER 


Male, 30-35 years old with professional driver's license. 
Presentable looking 
Good moral character. 
Can glve references 
Has driven both manual and automatic transmission vehicles. 
Willing to stay-in 
Must be physically ft and in very good health 
Must bo a NON-SMOKER, 
Must be familiar with Metro Manila streets 
Сап do car maintenance and troubleshooting repairs 
Those who have worked abroad need not apply. 
Must have worked continuously as a driver for at least 5 years, 
preferably as a family driver 
Ф For the qualified applicant, we offer a salary of P10,500.00 
а month with tree meals. 


Apply PERSONALLY with Blo-data, photo and references to: 
THE RECRUITMENT MANAGER 
80 Roces Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
+ PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT APPLY 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
QC/QA ENGINEERS/ARCHITECTS 
CADD OPERATORS 
GENERAL FOREMAN 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS 
= MOBILE CRANE 
- BACKHOE 
= LOADER 
WAREHOUSEMAN (College Graduate) 
+ LIAISON OFFICER 
Apply in person or send resumé via email to: 
METRO STONERICH CORPORATION 
180 9001:2000 Certified 
#85 Timog Avenue, South Triangle, Quezon City 
Email: metrostonerichcorp@ yahoo.com 
Tel. Nos.: (632) 920-1045 / 1203 
Tel / Fax: (632) 413-9898 
Website: www.metrostone.com 
Metro Stonerch Corporation В a member ol the Pilipina Contractors! 
‘Associaton with PCAB rating ol "AA" 
1s also a member of пе Prine Buenas or Socal Progress 
's азау stat " 


ТА ev ERSE S 


JULY 16 & 17,2007 ¥ 
MUSIC HALL, * 
SM MALL OF ASIA 


Text us your feedback: Inquirer jm name/citylmessage. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


EMPLOYMENT IN САМАРА 


With Opportunity for Immigration 


o сы 
Qu: Сөп! SNCLavalin Engineers & Constructors INC. (based in TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA) 
Te one of the leading groups of engineering and construction companies n the warid. and a giobal leader im 
he cunarshp and management of infrastructure SNC-Lavalin companies provide engineenng, procurement, 
Gonetacton project management and project financing services fo а variely of industry sectors, including 
grfood, tlopharmacautcals, chemicals and petroleum, envionment, heavy constuction. mass (rans 
maning and melalirgy. power and water management. Tha SNC:Lavalin companies havo offices across 
Canada and m 30 oiher countries around the wore and ore current working in some 100 countries. Forty 
О) Fino migrants are curronlly employed al the TORONTO office of SNG'Lavain. i 


PIPING DESIGNERS (50) 


Minimum of 6 years experience in preparation of piping drawings, plot plans, and equipment layout 
Using 20 & 3D CAD Software, preparations of Bills of Materials and other lay-outs and complex designs JA 
‘Combined with in-depth proficiency of AutoCAD andlor Microstation and/or PDS or Smart Pian preferabi 
Sainedin a petrochemical, оч, gas oyinining industries. 


STRUCTURAL DESIGNERS (8) 


Engineering graduates or undergraduates or technical school graduates wilh minimum of S years indusiny 
fluted experience in horizontal design works, Must have exposure as designer to Microstation and 3D 
Frameworks preferably in a mining industry or el gas, power, Шу, product heavy Industries, 


CIVIL DESIGNERS (4) 


Engineering or Trade School graduates with minimum of years experience in vertical and horizontal works. 
‘such as roade and mining sites, ralroad tracks, ight services - water, sewerage, waste water, water pipaine. 
“їс. Knowledge of AutoCAD. Microstation and InRoad expenence are advantageous. 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (3) 


Preferably а Master's Degree in Structural Enginesting with significant EPC expenence, specifically 
Win miningipetroeherm/ heavy industrial projects. Candidates with good long-track experience will be |i 
Considered in lou of a Master's Degree. Must be proficient in the use of Engineering Software STAAD) 
RISA, ete. Knowledge of AutoCAD and Microstation are advantageous. 


CIVIL ENGINEERS (2) 


Civi Engineering graduates with minimum of 10 years смі analysis experience, such as analysis and design 
SF Civi work requies for mining projects, Power Plants andlor Heavy Indusinal projects Must have design 
Ckserience in ste development, eluding access roads grading. and drainage, ral sings. stom water 
Management. site services, including water supply, treatment, storage and distribution systems, waste water 
"ollecton, treatment and disposal systems and slurry (mining  sanawater mix) pumping and piping systems, 

. PROVIDING EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES - 

Experienced Male € Female candidates, as well as 
foreign nationals residing in the Philippines may appl 
We welcome Filipinos abroad to also apply through www.ipam: 


МЕ BHALL ONLY. REVIEW AND RESPOND TO QUALIFIED CANDIDATES 
| WITH WELL-DOCUMENTED EMPLOYMENT HISTORY, WORK AND EDUCATIONAL CREDENTIALS. 


Personal aply at PAMS tor eae preliminary screening: Subri resume, employmenUschcolcriicates and (2 pes) T? 
polos, етта), you may as apply onine at hans com and an PANS rapresentate wil contact you for screening 
Shou your queiicstons IL our eens cena. 


TPA MS "wisst sees n f 


Providing you the best opportunities 


Find A Career In Here 


Our exciting city has a young and dynamic marketplace where your talents ore 
recognized and rowarded, Opportunities ike this are rare in life ... the chance to 
live, work and relax in ono ofthe fastest-growing economies on the planet. 


Asa Live Communications agency, we're atthe leading edge. We create 
exceptional events, exhibits and films for world-class brands, Our multi-national 
team includes many professionals from the UK, Franco, South Africa, India and 
all over the world [ust like you. 


Conceptualizer / Freehand Artist / Storyboarder / Illustrator 

es hove eens apan vit Nh ow oad dei detente vals concepts Thesis 
Soma crores lor yor dain ions le китаю con ^3 
vendor aso as lo eke fem or ana aan e vera eivcom The coh 
{at lap e con dang and con sha ar aye BB cnet tov kt hy 


ma oth u maniy anac an condis ir a 
partloko which showcases his/har Katas tn both 2D ond 90 ӨЙ, ele Yo do quid sketches or moro polishes! 
до doe o work enden vi kno эрегиш posse li oon onum 
gas anise, od быу tora and kn SONA ad percer hom 
Ay Combine ler eh Potoshop techasas в ол aN: 
2D Graphic Designers. Sie 
-diésoonsii to assisting the create Kor in dependet Gating ond бемору design elements an cuncti 
Brochures, press KS lunch М, Bonnas, ads, er, о el NCR grid eng btn graph layout 
aac er P poor. An understanding опа конів ol ag nd pes lednques are eser 
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Providing you the best opportunities, 24 


notes ana 2x Zr photos. 


An avenue for jobseekers to find the best jobs 
and for employers to find the best applicants. 


POEA ACCREDITATION BEING ARRANGED + NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED 


CREW REQUIREMENTS 
TO MAN SUBSTANTIAL, 
NUMBER OF SHIPS 


Our Principal шшш Marlow Navigation 
is urgently needing the following positions 
Tor our modern 


CONTAINER / HEAVY LIFT / 
and BULK CARRIE! 

kan usss 18 upio 6690 8 mas Conan 
om 8802 4270 8 тюз Camaci 
Mom VESZ 0 p ю 300 10 man Сома 
Kam USSI Sga up ю LEM 10 рав Саман 
from 591250 spe 5700 E mos Conan 
Kan UBS TOS up lo A370 8 mos, Соат 
КОТО u a 3AT? 10 mos. бо 

боп USS1 379 up û 1,488 Tros Саш 

Z Eok incon) tom USSI DE рю 110 10 mos. Contact 
T Bown a titer om USR1.108 up о 1218 10 mes баай 
pr Тот БУТОМ up lo L102 10 mos. Солна 
IA ot коту 00:00 S 10 moe Сонс 
Osame fem USS ЕЯ 
T ESSMAN sTwo ton USS Gtoup 748 10 moe Cantar 

(USA Visa isan advantage) 


FOR CHEMICAL TANKERS 
уво) — RapinngBonusso0D CDUSMMonh 
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E 
рю 

(USA Visa is an advantaged 


CARGO 


Chat tne 

Bata 
por 
fw 

o 


Apply now und build your career with us: 


E 


Marlow: Nacion Philippines, ne 
н. 4 LI Wi 
1431 A Mah mis. Маай 
molt recruitment G rever ve com. gh 
БОБА Lic 380-8106 lat 


[Er 


1002 Kmita Center Duling 
1350 Roxas Bontevard, Ermita Manila 
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Filipino Yorkers, and start exp! 


URGENT OPENING 
FOR DOHA, QATAR 


BUTEC - CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
JO/10102318 
CIVIL, ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL. 
ENGINEERS, CARPENTERS, STEEL FIXERS, 
PLUMBERS, PIPE FITTERS, ELEVATOR 
TECHNICIANS, MECH TECHNICIANS, 
MASONS 


DEBASS - АМ ELECTRO-MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING COMPANY 
FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY 
SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR (Electrical) 
DESIGN ENGINEER (Electrical) 
SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
(Mechanical) 
‘SENIOR MECHANICAL ENGINEER 
MECHANICAL ENGINEER (HVAC) 
MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Plumbing & Fire 
Fighting) 
MECHANICIAL TECHNICIANS 


VRESSO - FOOD SERVICE 
& LAUNDRY EQPT MFG 
ACCOUNTANT 
DRAFTSMAN 
TECHNICIANS: 
FORMANPOWER POOLING ONLY 
EXCELLENT SALARY & BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 


Please email CV to: 
businasawise@tri-Isys.com 
Or apply in person at: 
BUSINESSWISE INTERNATIONAL 
RESOURCES, INC. 
POEA Lic.No. 043-LB-121605-UL 
Unit 205 State Condomium IV, 
Ortigas Ave., Greenhills 
San Juan, Metro Manila. 
Tel. Nos. 721-5289/7243306/7215583 
Bring CV, 2x2 pictures, NBI & Passport I Avaliable. 
No Fees ll bë colociad. Beware of legal racruters. 


Spore 
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X heroes, gur beloved Overseas 


ring career opportunities 


abroad, with the Inqujrer.Job Market -< . 


“Overseas Career EX 


20071 


Meet various abtablishod organizations in this major two-day event, 


brought to you by the country's 


a 

1 SMART 
1 

ba PSI E 


A read and most trusted recruitment t 


SEANS RNA Lt ns EA Ral 


Rich and Raech Global 
Institute and Training Center 
188 Scout Rellos Ext 

Bgy. Sacred Heart Quezon City 
Tal. No. 413-0669 
Email кіс diaz uy gmail.com or 
Johna6758@ yahoo.com 
We offer: Language Proficiency 
Programs (English, Chinese, Japanese 
and Korean) and Сай Center Training 


LANGUAGE PROGRAMS 


The Academic Program targets the 4 
areas of English proficiency - listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. The 
program is designed to help you 
achieve your language learning goals. 


CALL CENTER TRAINING 


The Call Center Training Program is 
specifically designed to help you become 
equally competitive in the Call Center 
industry. 


MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR 
YOUR CHILD TODAY! 

We at Rich and Raech Global Early 
Learning Center believe in your child's 
unlimited possibilities! With ап 
internationally-based curriculum, we 
design individualized learning programs to 
match children's different learning styles. 
Ош highly qualified teachers are nurturing, 
dedicated and display genuine affection for 
their students! 

So let your child discover, explore and 
experience fun in learning! 
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NURSES eder 
LABORATORI TECHNICIANS MEDCAL TEHNOLOSTS 


PACFIC HEDTERRENIAN INIL MANPOWER AGENCY. INC, 
Bap SPU ORDO CENE BLDG kk WONT E ANA 
Кү POEA LICENSE NO. CELB 
j таир (9209 аьа 


Ў Ena pigaan тот 


соња TWIN WINI 


Your resume, Your video. You, 


See the difference 


VIDEO JOB APPLICATIONS 
make 


Present qualifications in а 30-second video 
Save time and money оп job hunt 


Get the job they want 


PRACTICE RECORD UPLOAD SEND 


GA 
t 


Post online job vacancies 
Have access to video resumes 
Shorten, if not eliminate, initial screening process 
Hire the employees they need 


DOWALOAD 
VIDEO. 


ыша 
APPLICANT 


REGISTER ' POST 


It features company video profiles and allow 
employers to interview candidates online. 


Forget about paper applications. Video 


infoGvidres.net 
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‘consider living and working in the 
Country of chokes, the USA. 


Top priority gian to RNs w/ US. 
qualiyng exams already complete 

+ Open positions for experienced RNS 
Go work the OR, RR, PACU, 
ER, MICU, SICU, PIU, Neuro ICU, 
Circ ICU, Burn Unt à Cath Lab 


+ Top pay and wonderful benefis 


+ RNs w/o exams will be considered if 
Experience gained ls at top tier 
‘espa the Pllplnes or abroad 
«A minimum of 2 years current 
hospitol experience + Tota Mancing provided 


«No fes; no bonds + Honesty from start to finish 


отсом 


Health are 


Direct Soureo's COO Patrila Kerrigon wii be in Manila to conduct a 1 day 
Orientation and Interview on July 21, Saturday at 9 
"Hot Макон. Peas confirm your attendance bet 


< Apply ойе at: ynndsheatineare.erg or at our POEA agency: anpivtemanfiLeam. 


Stop by our office at G/F Rodeo Big 802 Km. 18 West Service Road, South 
руннгу. Paranaque Cty or call us аг 8234980 / 163 9|7-86005HC 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


Z JOB Market- 


OVERSEAS JOB OPENINGS 


JARIR BOOKSTORE, KSA 

'SALESMEN -To qualify, candidates should present relevant sales experience 
anya tne folowing: computer, book, ofice equipment, department stores 
and specialized boutiques. 


‘Various Positions: 

COMPUTER TECHNICIANS, PROCEDURE DEVELOPERS, NETWORK 
ADMINISTRATORS, GRAPHIC ARTISTS, AC TECHNICIANS, 
ELECTRICIANS, PLUMBERS, FORKLIFT OPERATORS, INVENTORY 
CONTROLLERS, MARKETING ASSISTANTS, DRIVERS, 
CARPENTERS - Candidates should have relevant work experience, 


UNILEVER LIPTON DUBAI, UAE 

MAINTENANCE TEAM LEADERS, TECHNICAL TEAM LEADERS, 
MACHINE OPERATORS, MACHINE TECHNICIANS, FORKLIFT 
OPERATORS - with at least years experience in the same capacity working 
for an FMCG company. 


CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL, JED., KSA 
WATTERS - experience in a fine dining restaurant or hotel 


BINZAGR CO RO., KSA 

INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIANS - open to candidates who have atleast 
1 year experience as Electricians gained from a food, dairy, drinks ог 
pharmaceutical company. 


UNITED BEVERAGE CO.(PEPSI), KUWAIT 

FLEET MANAGERS, UTILITIES SUPERVISORS, LINE 
‘TECHNICIANS, LINE MECHANICS - with atleast 2 years experience in 
the same capacity. 


APPLY IN PERSON, Bring your resume, pictures & certificates of 
employment. Provincial applicants may send their resume (only) thru FAX 
or E-mail, 


SLSEARCHCORPORATION 
POEA-036-LB-013102-R 


For Manpower Pooling Oniy. No Fe For Joining Pol Beware of egal recruiters 


лента no POCA 400480812028 
Oman international Manpower 


SLSEARCH 
CORPORATION 


ard floor, The Lydia Bldg #39 Polaris SI. Bel-Air, Makati City 
Tel #. 806-4632 FAX# 696-0501 
E-mail: sisearch@slsearch.com 


so be cle. For manpower pooling ойу 
"ewe of lea emt 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


A career with Magsaysay awaits you! (xz 
MAGSAYSAY uncis CRUISES 


omutqmoracd, niomatanat тооду `~ 
mon resource corrpony i PRINCES CRUSES & 
COSTA CROCIERE mo No woes lp cue companies, 


Al во 2 yeon єнлимпыо nassar Солро Leve: Fi Alls ol was 1 yor 

Wole&orlnedeigredowoni:s pboad emelenceln on at gole:shipboord 

‘potence prlered:nol over 40 yeas 08 expesence prolorod: male; nl over 35 
yeas old 


housekeeping чой or chombermaidin 
3.5 stor holes or resorts: ol loost 537 ond 
"love neigh 21-28 вот od 


їч ети 1 year espmvence n 2 or olo 
rin ine ing resturants mole or 
Tamale: 21 -28 eon olt mote 87 or 
е lena УЗ or soove 


TAM SUPERVISOR MANAGERS: BAR 7 
SUPERVISORS/MANAGERS Ba: 


Cosimo: male о tomalo: nol теле than 35 
yeas od 


7 Shipboote nol mere тюп 40 voc oid. 
hoocorderoeenco poland not ovra 
ynod 


[GARDEMANGER/PASTRY COOKS Л 
PANTRY BUTCHERS ICE CARVERS/ 
KICHEN ART/STEWARDS 

fntemotional cuna ond evienlatcune 
In 3-5 ог halak or fine dring reslouonts 
shipboard exporence prelonod: mole: nol 
over 40 yes oid 


A ileresod opplconis may apply In person wh complete resume, 2x 21 pho, SSS 10. 
Ceritcle о! Employment peser ond veomor' book (f койде) ole 
послате Conor MAGSAYSAY MARIME CORPORATION S20 TM Kalaw S1, Elo Mono, 
'Or Vi cu booth c Jb Merkel Overseas Cover биро 2007 on uly 16-17. 2007 


QUR PROSPECTIVE PRINCIPAL 
IN ROMANIA URGENTLY NEEDS 
THE FF. POSITIONS: 


Carpenters 

Welders 

Seamstresses for men's suit 

Iron Operators 

Locksmith metallic construction 
Blacksmith Concreter 

Filter Sanitary, Gas Installation, Climatizers 


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
AT LEAST 4 YRS. EXPERIENCE 
AGE 23-45 YEARS OLD 
GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION 
ENGLISH FLUENCY 


Interested applicants may apply to: 


ОМЫМЕАЯ 


(POEA-217-LB-120606-R) 
3/F Mille Bldg. 335-337 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. 
Pasay City 1300 Tel. Nos. 5229097; 5229101 


For Manpower Pooling Only, No fees to be 
collected 
(BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS) 


FMW Human Resources International 
maman KE шшш 


PR 


Excellent Opportunities for our Various 
Clients in the Middle East; 


IURIS GROUP OF COMPANIE: 


spe] 


KE PROFESSIONALS Y 
EARTEN БИРИНЕ 
5057 оК үм INSTRUCTORS (2)- мие 
А ой RATORS toe Mae Буте in any Аата & eni 
ate Mene 


NATIONAL LEAD в SMELTING CO. Riyadh, KSA; POEA REG. 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERS @ zoek cure wm lan ag 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC (1)- igh School vcatanal 


ICERS (3) Male Accounting Gra А Jensi 1 yer exp inte 


Jc tc oean 


[ORAT GROUP oF COMPANIES TE 


CONTRACTING SE KSA POA Wg. TRENT 
ARCHITECTS (2) 


NG ин sues Мады б aad we 
MERE Оаа or cam Осы 

[EALEN AYED BALHARITM, DAMMAM, KSA POEA REG. NO:10043903] 

“Ом CRANE OPERATORS (9) ana ba: CIE PL un 


[panis GALLE 
TEAUTY CONSULTANTS (10) FS Tas igh School graduate: м len oe (I 
eene ay marc ي‎ 


(Gate INDUSTRIES, Ajman, UAE (РОВА REGISTRATION NO 10091172) 
FASHION DESIGNERS (З) I5-n yr ol. wan gad agi commun зый. Aten 
INAS a ш ued Lams Dros Shop o Amand Company 
Ince pry apply personaly ih es Сачы Compreiee CV Vies ni Detailed 
‘pared э а АЗ ere Me Dagat ийгили и erede 
eda at Fano станале итім Ceti, Torn tote ane 

Som nie st эйи) nine 


[RESOLUTELY NO PLACI 


FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY/BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS 
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Please deposit your resumes with 
pertinent certificates through our 


website : wwwhspi.org Or you may 
visit our office : Hospitality Staff 
Philippines Inc. (HSPI) 30A 30th fir, 
Chatham House Building, 116 Valero 
St. cor,V.A Rufino St, Salcedo Village 
Makati City 1227 
For Manpower Pooling Only,..No\rees|will 
E- O17 - 46.-052-506 T2. 


QA/QC Managers 
QA/QC Engineers 
QC Inspectors 


Aquaculture Technicians 
Sous Chefs 
Chefs De Partie 


Da 
ي‎ 


Va 
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Communication Engineers 
and 


Technicians 


URGENT FOR SAUDI ARABIA 
SENDAN ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD. 


PROJECT ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
ELECTRICAL COST ENGINEER ELECTRICAL ENGR (05 ESTIMATION) 
ELECTRICAL CAD OPERATOR ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR 
PROCUREMENT ENGINEER SECRETARY 

» For petrochemical project, overseas experience Is an advantage 


ELECTRICAL ОМС 


UNITED GLOBAL 
Manpower Resources, Inc. 
anon 10F8C Bug, Sen Ga PuyarAve. 
Corer P mp) Pasay Су 

ләй adress untdglobamré yahoo com / POEA License no. 29518-20403] 


| | 
‘SAUDI OGER LTD. KSA - Riyadh, KSA - POEA accro Cert No. 72371 


ENGINEERS. СМА. ENGINEERS HVAC 
ENGINEERS РР 
“OUANTITY SURVEYOR 


URGENT FOR SAUDI ARABIA 
SEOUL PLANT ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION CO.,LTD. 


[CUABORATORY TECH (CONCRETE SOL 
| SENONCOSTCONTROLLER | 
JUTOCADODRAFISMEN — 
DATAENCODERS 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR (МЕСН) QC INSPECTOR ( MECH.) 
SAFETY SUPERVISOR STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPERVISOR 
“For petrochemical project, overseas experience is an advantage 


URGENT РОВ ОМАН 
SENDAN ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION СО. LTD. 


"DOCUMENT CONTROLLER 
ELECTRON TECHNICIAN 
COMPUTER TECHNICIANS — — | 
{AOU ASSISTANTS — — 


LTD. - JEDDAH, KSA 
ENGINEERS НАС 


ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR 
SAFETY SUPERVISOR 
ADMINISTRATOR 

»For petrochemical project, overseas experience ls an advantage 


ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 
MATERIAL CONTROLLER 


аат тале ara po a a emang aa 


Please email resume in MS Word format and indicate 
the Company you are applying to at: 
CH» 'STB-DJL Human Link Ine. 
POEA License No. 437-LB-030304-R. 

1011-8 Remedios cor. Modesto Sts., Malate, Manila 
Tel.Nos. 5214875/5216636/09175207422/09175262803 

E-mail ad: themanagement Gd]Imanpower.com 

FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY. 


NOFEESTOBECOLLECTED. 
MAG-INGAT SA MGA ILLEGAL RECRUITERS. 


ELECTRONIC TECHNIC! 
COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 
ADIN ASSISTANTS 


 ARCHIRODON CONSTRUCTION (OVERSEAS) Co. SA 
Dubai, UAE - POEA Reg No. 10040593 


‘SITE ENGINEERS 
ae 


OFFICE ENGINEERS 


FOR APPLICANTS SENDING EMAL KC Y STATE THE POSTION YOU ARE APPLYING FOR AS 
Pease report persona othe address above wa to (2) sots of respon eb descíplon 2 
s 22 Dpcre comglsempomatceticaes опао arse! ors 
For Manpower Pooling Only No Fees To Bo Collected Font lege Ree. 


Get a chance to work abroad in this year's 


Inquirer Job Market 


Jon 


at the SNi Mall of 
Asia Music Hall. 


Overseas Career Expo 
on JULY 16 and 17, 2007 


MANILA BRANCH 


G/F TRINITY BLDG., 636 Т.М. KALAW 
ST. ERMITA, MANILA 
Call BABES, RANDY or GRIG 
at TEL. NO.: 527-3342/522-4406 


matt or ASIA 
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SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


JOB Market 


TAUR International Manpowel 


Services, Inc. 
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Xebatkar ng Manggagawang Pool 
'www.cenlaurinll.com 
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POEA License 


Bevare ol кери Recta Fr Муро Pocing Ону No Ft fob Cole 
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‘PRINCIPAL: TEYSEER BLDG. MATERIALS & 
TRANSPORT; CO ACCRE MO:'10104463 
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p PRIMEWORLD MANPOWER AGENCY 


Hsinchu, Taiwan, R.O.C. (Accre. No. 040307) 


FACTORY 
WORKERS 


+ Female / single M 
«Not more than 28 years old TW Û 


м, 
= College graduate y NG 
ТЖ iN 
height ni | | 
«With or without experience | S 
-ExProMOS- priority MN 
+ Ex-Taiwan workers are accepted 


Preliminary briefings / Math lectures 
ON-GOING 
Requirements: 
Poso NIL; Diploma or TOR: Воука Certfeole Nolo LDS SS, 
Company LD, ARC -t Enna Сейде 20 pictues pes) 
КИШ ROUGNO FEES VO BE ШЕПН F LLEGA RECRUITERS 


APPLY At 
(920 San Andres St, Malte, Manila Tel. 536-077/536-475/525 8601 
тавас 400464 E-mail Adresses: peri preadoLcamph 
and poveri 


J@BMark 


SMART IS SPONSOR OF THE OVERSEAS 


CAREER EXPO 2007. 


The sponsorship agreement was signed by (seated, from left) Job Market Product Manager 
Roselle Fortes, Smart Communications Events and Media Head Candy Mendoza, and 
Inquirer AVP for Classifieds Jesse Rebustillo, Also present are (from left) Inquirer Kalaw 
Branch Manager Babes Good, and Smart Communications Marketing and Events Officer 


Gay Murallon. 


identifying and developing your internal talents 


IN A FAST ENVIRONMENT WHERE KNOWL- 
EDGE is the new driver of wealth, talent will 
be needed at all levels in the organization. To 
succeed and retain the competitive edge, 
organizations must have a formal process for 
identifying and developing these key talents 
essential to steer the organization's thrust 
for excellence, performance and progress. 
Join us in as we listen to the HR Head of 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 
Lawyer Hector Hernandez in his in-depth 


discussion on talent identification and 
development. Stated on July 20 from 8 a.m. 
5 p.m. at the Santan room of EDSA Shangri- 
La Hotel. 

Presented by the People Management 
Association of the Philippines-Human 
Resource Management Development 
Center (PMAP-HRMDO). For inquiries please 
contact Luanne dela Cruz at 726-1532/81/ 
88 or email at 
Luanne.delacruz@pmap.org.ph. 


Unlocking the secrets of CBA negotiations 


COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IS CONSIDERED A. 
fundamental elementin good labor-management 
relations. 

Negotiations between the principal parties in 
the workplace must take place before an agreement 
can be reached — on wages, hours of work, and 
other matters relating to employment, and in 
addition, the administration and interpretation of 
the collective bargaining agreement (CBA) once it 
has been signed. 

Based on 2006 preliminary data from the 


Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics 
(BLES), there are 1,742 existing СВА all over the 
‘country covering about 252,000 workers. 

‘Against this backdrop, the Employers Confedera- 
tion of the Philippines (ECOP) is spearheading a 
one-day Seminar-Workshop on ‘Unlocking the 
Secrets of CBA Negotiations’ on July 18, 8:30 a.m. 
to5 p.m. at the ECC Hall, ECC Bldg., Makati City. 

Toinquire or register, please call the ECOP 
Training and Development Department at 0906- 
5552995, 890-4845, 890-4847 or 899-0411. 


EMPLOYERS ARE NOW IN MANILA TO DO FINAL SELECTION. APPLY ASAP, 
WE ARE OPEN TODAY SUNDAY JULY 15 10AM-4PM TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS. 


NO 


PLACEMENT FEE 


EARN, SAVE AND TRAIN 
DURING YOUR INTERNATIONAL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN K.8.A. 


тиро Medical Bafl Joining ING wi surey рыт. 
they want to move towards. hel 


• NURSES / MEDICAL STAFF “MEDICAL TECHS. 
+ EMG/ECGIECHOICSSD TECHS. 

* MED-TRANSCRIPTIONISTS 

* REFLEXOLOGISTS 
‘al candidates must have at least 2 yrs. experience in a 200 beds hospital 
Beets. Depordeg on experience. saring ONY easy range om USD $780 to $1280 


0 الطبي السولي 
International Medical Center‏ 
IMC is a 300-bed multi-specially‏ 
hospital with several Centers‏ 
of Excelence including Children's‏ 
Health, Diabetes, Musculoskeletal‏ 
Health and Pain & Headache‏ 
Managementin partnership with the‏ 
Cleveland Clinics, USA.‏ 


TAX FREE 


perenee and be nbi to Upgrade their skiis 
aream of future Employment in the USA. 


*RADIOLOGY TECHS. “RTs/PTs 
» MIDWIVES  * STATISTICIANS 
* (M/F) SWIMMING INSTRUCTORS 


Free air cket to jobsite, 2yr contract W yearly 30 days paid vacation w free round 


эпр air tiet, Public holidays maximum of 10 days per year, 44 hours work per week. FREE furnished 
‘accommodation wih гапвропабоп provided Regular in-service seminars aro available 


visit us 9 WWWw.careerplanners.com.ph & apply online 


E-mail: rocruit@pldtdst.n 


“CAREER PLANNERS SPECIALISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ZIF David Bullding Il. 561 Shaw Bivd,, Mandaluyong City POEA Lic. 409-LB- 021104-R 
careerplanners, ph@yahoo.com Tel 


7230588 , 7238730. 7184095 , 7248972 


D. 09178552448.” 09178853482 


“RSA / КСС GATAR T 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS ‘MECHANICAL ENGRS. & 
INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIANS "HVAC TECHS. HE. 
“AUTO MECHANICS. «TRAILER ORWERS 


dempta a AI O KG 


KSA / IUHAMA KSA / AGWED. QATAR T ЕТА KSA 


ALUMINUM INSTALLERS. 


For BCG Kuwait 
“LT. SPECIALISTS for 
‘TRANS 24 "VISION PLUS. 
Itane eere 


TECHS, 2: ELEC. | IND. ENGRS. & TECHS. 
(DIESEL) MECHS. + WELDERS CUM FITTERS 
“ELEVATOR ERECTORS MAINTENANCE TECHS. 


ACCOUNTANTS 
23-40 years old, musi be a CPA with al 
least 1 year work experience. 
Knowledgeable in preparation of financial 
statements, BIR & other government 
compliances, Computer literate 
ACCOUNTING CLERKS 
22-23 years old, female, Accig. graduate. 
With at least 1 year related experience. 
Computer literate 
HR STAFF 
21-90 years old, single, Psychology major 
ог related course, with knowledge in SSS, 
Pag-ibig. Philheallh matters an advantage. 
Atleast 6 тов work experience. 
WORK SUPERVISORS 

Male, not more than 40 years old, BSCE 
graduate or at least 2 years in college. 
Preferably with ona year experience as 
construction supervisor 

JR./SR. CIVIL ENGINEERS 


44 «ADVANCED OPTOELECTRONICS TECH, INC. 


Hukuo, Hsinchu, Tw(Rep#10003624) 
A BRODUCTION 
Sci & Eng'g courses) OPERATORS) 


& Computer Literate — *ASAP INTERVIEW & DEPLOYMENT 


E 


© Female 
Ф 20-32 yrs old 

® 150cm 4 / 60kg ¥ 
 Voc'l/coll grad (pref. 


41-Swenc Technology Company Hsinchu, TW (Regé 10104985) 
47 - Billionton Systems incorporated Hsinchu, TW (Reg.# 10102799) 
44 - Advanced Ceramic X Corporation Hsinchu Helan, TW (Reg#10087734) 
80 - King Yuan Electronics Co., Lid. Mio Helen, TW (tef 10082798) 
73 - Epistar Corporation Hsinchu, TW (Regt 10081352) 
MALE | FEMALE * 20-35yo +150 cm 4 * 55kg % Voo'l/eollgrad * 
Experience in РСВ /IC-SMT Test’ / Soldering an ойдо 
PRE-SCREENING | Biss: д}, aue лен Poster A Rect orate 
Tore Жа Cearanc Scheel eden (Form 137 Diploma, 
lands Fd тр) " 


TOR, Yr book ete) #4 valid 105 All docs are for verification | 


AL APLICAN: eum 
Euan котагы presckeeung Ы Jopmanhrd@yahoo.com 


Registered CE, at least 24 years old, with 
min. 1 year experience for Jr. CE & min. 10. 
years for Sr. CE. Must be computer literate. 

MATERIALS ENGINEER 
Male, registered CE, must be OPWH 


WISEMAN COREORATION 


accredited, at lens! 23 years old, min 1 year 


TANAUANCIY,BATANGAS SF (043) 770.0427 108 0 (0918) 939.6878 


related work experience In construction 
Knowledgeable on materials testings, quality 


control & estimate works. Computer Моге. 
LIAISON OFFICER 

Not more than 35 years old, graduale of 

Civil Engineering courser, with experience 

in land liling/appralsal, with exposure in 

Register of Deeds & BIR transactions, 


Mali resumé with picture and credentials to: 
HRD, 3/F Aseana Powerstation Bldg. 
D. Macapagal Bivd. 
Ascana Business Park 
Parahaque City or e-mail 
hrd_aseana@ yahoo.com 
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Consultancy Experts Co. Reg. No. 10107439 


in KUWAIT - URGENT 
Placement Рев - Salary Decucuon. 


» Mechanical Technicians 


5 years exp. in i pumps, compressors, engines. 
Good Engish 4 communication command. 


Advance Tediliblogy General Trading Co. 
TN QATAR 


FIT ESSE 


£ = H 
Manpower Solutions Inc. 

'OVERSEAS Opportunities for: 

+ Healthcare = Engineering & Construction 

1 Education 1 Hotel & Restaurant 

3 Information Technology Finance & Office Administration 
APPLY ONLINE NOW! 
‘www.abojeb.com 


July 36 17, 2007 эк the Music Mall, SM май of Asia 


* Gul Works Supervisor © AC Technician 

® Technical Coordinator « AC Duct Installation Tech. 
= Hectic Tech. “Electronics Tech. 
*Medonk Tech, © Elevators Technion 

® Fire Equipment Tech. © Water Desalination Plont Tedi. 
* Loundry Equipment Tech. * Kiichen Equipment Tech. 

* Drawings and Blo Print Supervisor» Gardener 

* Morble/ Tile Setters * Carponter * Plumber ® Painters 
Above арслан must have at leas mamu ot 3 yrs 
тавал exp. 

Male, а вай HS TadelColege graduale. 


Local Employment (tr International Experts office) 
InternevWeb Browser, Encoders 
Recrultment Officers - proficient In computer is 
а must, W 3 year exp. In overseas recruitment, 
not more than 30 years old. 


We accept e-mail of resume for other positions not listed 
above for our manpower pooling only. 


AN interested apocans may e-mail delaled resume 
at its com or поба соп or submit partoal at 


International Experts for 
Technical Support Services, Inc. 
POEA License No. : 025-LB-031407-PL 

3640 Bautista St, cor. Buendia St, Brgy. Palanan, 
Makati City, Philippines. 
Tel. Мо, 4910503 local 101 

“For Manpower Pooling Only. No Fees to be collected, 
Beware of egal Recruiters: 


ИШЕ? 
—— 


peine Tune roan t Oo Raga ue 
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NO FEES TOBE COLLECTED FOA MANPOWER POOLING ONLY, 
ENARE OF ALFGN ECRUTERSS 


Inquire about the JobMarket 
re package at 897-8808 loc 514. 


URGENT JOB OPENINGS 


LX mm — €— ÀÁ 
А ALMOOSA ENTERPRISES LLC - UAE (Reg. No. 10045754) . 


» Quantity Surveyors 
#Draftsmen 


» Site Engineers 
* Welders 
GROUP FIVE INT'L - MAURITIUS (Reg. No. 10109147) 


Civil Engineers * QC/QA Inspectors 
» Foremen ‘Electricians / Boilermakers 
» Pipefitters. * Safety Officers 


JAWAD BUSINESS GROUP - BAHRAIN (Reg. No. 10057861) 


* Store Managers "Restaurant Managers 
"Italian Chef + Motorbike Delivery Drivers — M 


LOU LOU A BEACH - UAE (Reg. No. 107199) 


#Receptionist Roomboys / Attendant 
Front Desk Officer » Telephone Operator 


NAILS AT HOME - UAE (Reg. No. 10083329) 
» Massage Therapists 


RAMADA HOTEL - QATAR (Reg. No. 10015385) 


Mechanical Engineers * BMS Operators 

* Business Center Staff * Reservations Staff 

‘Life Guard / Pool Attendant = Restaurant Manager/Supervisor 
"Kitchen Stewards * Laundrymen 


m 
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Global HR Solutions | 


yy No Foes. 


For Manpower Pooling О 


POEA 24-HR 
HOTLINES 


722-1144 * 722-1155 


10+ 
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OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT SERVICE PROVIDERS 


OWWA at a glance 


THE OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE 
Administration or OWWA is created under 
Republic Act No. 8042 or the "Migrant 
Workers and Overseas Filipinos Act of 
1995" tasked primarily, as its name im- 
plies, to look after the welfare of overseas 
Filipino workers. 

Ап attached agency of the Department 
of Labor and Employment, it administers 
the funds accumulated from the contribu- 
tion of its members—overseas Filipino 
‘workers who give a $25 contribution upon 
enrollment, In turn, members are able to 
avail of the benefits which consist of insur- 
ance, health care, loan guarantee, educa- 
tion and training, social services and family 
welfare assistance. Membership in OWWA 
may be obtained by (1) enrollment upon 
Processing of contract at the РОВА, and (2) 
by voluntary registration of a would-be 
member at job-sites overseas. 

OWWA SERVICES 8: PROGRAMS 
FOR MEMBERS 


Insurance and Healthcare Benefits 

OWWA delivers social insurance ben- 
efits, loan assistance, social services, and 
family welfare assistance subject to the 
qualification requirements and availability 
of OWWA funds, All benefits and services 
are over and above the provisions of the. 
employment contract offer of employers or 
the laws of the country where the OFW is 
working, 

A member is covered with the following 
insurances for the duration of his contract: 

Life Insurance. The coverage includes 
P100,000 for natural death and P200,000 for 
accidental death. 

Disability and Dismemberment Benefits. 
Amemberis entitled to disability/dismem- 
berment benefits as a rider provision of his 
life insurance as provided for in the impedi- 
ment schedule contained in the Manual of 
Systems and Procedures. The coverage is 
‘within the range of P2,000 to P50,000. 

Total Disability Benefit, In case of total 
permanent disability, a member shall Бе 
entitled to P100,000. 

Burial Benefit. A burial benefit of P20,000 
is provided in case of the member's death 


Loan Guarantee Fund, In compliance 
with Arr. Ш, Sec. 21 of RA 8042, the 
OWWA provides Pre-Departure Loan 
(PDL) and Family Assistance Loan (FAL) 
in coordination with government financ- 
ing institutions (GFls) in the amount of 
100,000,000 asa revolving loan guaran- 
tee fund, The loan shall not exceed 
P40,000.00. The PDL is designed to assist 
members in their pre-departure needs 
such as payment of placement fees, cloth- 
ing requirements, pocket money, and 
other pre-departure expenses, The FAL is 
available for emergency and other family 
needs as endorsed by the member. 
Social Services and Family 
Welfare Assistance 

Repatriation Program, Consistent with 
the provisions of RA 8042, members are 
repatriated and provided with services 
necessary to facilitate repatriation, 

Reintegration Program. A Reintegra- 
tion Program is being implemented by the 
DOLE through OWWA in coordination 
with the LGUs and NGOs. Community or- 
ganizing, capability-building, and other 
social preparations are incorporated in this 
program. Livelihood loans are available to 
members subject to the policies formu- 
lated by the Board, 

Workers Assistance and 
On-site Services 

‘The OWWA sustains and maintains as- 
sistance to members in all its regional and 
overseas offices. Services include locating 
missing OFWs, providing information and 
guidance, developing materials of the Pre- 
Departure Orientation Seminars, conduct- 
ing psycho-social counseling, conciliation 
services, medical and legal assistance, 
and outreach missions, among others. On 
behalf of the OFW, the OWWA may pro- 
vide appropriate representation with em- 
ployers, agents, and host government au- 
thorities. 

Skills-for-Employment 
Scholarship Program 

‘The Skills-for-Employment Scholarship 

Program (SESP) isa scholarship program 


that the OWWA offers, in coordination 
with the Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), to land- 
based or sea-based OWWA member- 
OFWs or their beneficiaries/dependents, 
A qualified applicant may avail of either a 
one-year technical or the six-month voca- 
tional course offered under the SESP, fol- 
lowing the regular school year calendar. 

Scholarship Benefits, An SESP scholar 
benefits a financial assistance for tuition 
fee of P14,500 for a one-year Technician 
Program or P7,250 for a six-month Opera- 
tor Program. 

‘The OWWA pays the amount directly 
to the Tesda-accredited training institu- 
Чоп, Ifthe tuition is more than the finan- 
cial assistance, the scholar shall shoulder 
the difference, If its less, the OWWA re- 
leases the difference to the scholar after 
the end ofthe program, upon the scholar's 
submission of the competency assessment 
and certification of course completion. 

Seafarers’ Upgrading Program 

The program is intended to provide 
OWWA seafarer-members job-related 
training in priority maritime courses iden- 
tified by the Maritime Training Council 
(MTC). It is designed to upgrade the 
knowledge, update the skills, and develop 
the expertise of Filipino seafarers in accor- 
dance with technological advancements 
and international maritime standards. 

Program Benefit. Beneficiaries under 
the SUP shall receive from OWWA finan- 
cial assistance for training costs, ranging 
from a minimum of P1,200 to a maximum 
of P7,500. These amounts are inclusive of 
meal and transportation allowances in the 
case of trainees referred to the National 
Maritime Polytechnic (NMP). 

Beneficiaries, Filipino seafarers who are 
active OWWA members may avail of the 
program. Beneficiaries may subsequently 
avail of the SUP after payment of addi- 
tional three membership contributions and 
if raining is availed of within prescribed 
period, 

OFW Groceria Project 

The OFW Groceria Project aims to im- 
prove the socio-economic situation of 
‘OFWs and their families by providing 
them livelihood and self-employment op: 
portunities through the establishment of 
grocery stores. The Project provides an in- 


terest-free loan assistance package ex- 
tended in the form of merchandise goods 
‘worth P50,000 to a qualified OFW Family 
Circle (OFC) beneficiary. Before the loan 
assistance package is given, the OWWA 
provides OFC members a series of continu- 
ing skills training courses to enhance their 
entrepreneurial and technical skills neces- 
sary in running and managing their stores, 
OWWA-NLSF LDPO 

This program is implemented through 
the National Livelihood Support Fund, the 
economic component of the Comprehen- 
sive OFW Reintegration Program, which 
provides entrepreneurial development ser- 
vices and credit facilities to OFWs and 
their families. Qualified to avail ofthe ben- 
efits under OWWA-NLSF LDPO are OWWA 
member-OFWs and former member- 
‘OFWs; one (1) immediate family member 
per OFW, namely: Married OFW—spouse 
or children; Single OFW—parents/brother 
or sister who is at least 21 years old. 

Tuloy-Aral Project 

Tuloy-Aral Project aims to assist the chil- 
dren of the less fortunate former OFWs, as 
well as other very poor and needy children, 
so they would be able to continue their el 
ementary and high-school education. 

Education for Development 
Scholarship Program 

This scholarship grant is offered to 
qualified beneficiaries/dependents of 
OWWA member-OFWs who intend to 
enroll in any 4- to 5-year baccalaureate 
course. It is given in the form of finan- 
cial assistance amounting to P30,000 per 
semester. The OWWA pays the 
scholar's tuition directly to the school 
and releases the remaining amount 
проп the scholar's submission of his/her 
grades for a semester. 

DOLE-OWWA-Microsoft 
Tulay Project 

Tulay, a program which provides IT 
training and access to technology that will 
enable OFW families to communicate via 
the Internet, is OWWA's project with 
DOLE and Microsoft Philippines. Recipi- 
ents of these grants are public centers 
‘where people can gain IT skills and train- 
ing to help themselves and their commu. 
nities. 


Philhealth introduces 
enhanced benefits 
for OFWs 


THE PHILIPPINE 
Health Insurance Corp. 
has expanded and er 
hanced the current Ou 
Patient Benefit Pack- 
age under its Overseas 
Workers Program 
(OWP) to make it 
more responsive to the 
needs of overseas Fili- 
pino workers and their 
legal dependents, 

Through a memo- 
randum of agreement 
with the Department 
of Health, Philhealth 
has allocated P6 mil- 
lion for the health de- 
partment as a global 
budget for the initial 
implementation of the 
Enhanced OWP Out- 
Patient Benefit Pack- 
age from July to De- 
cember 2007. 

"The benefit pack: 
age also adopts а zero 
co-pay system, mean- 
ing there will be no out- 
of-pocket expenses for 
OWP members and de- 
pendents availing 
themselves of the ser- 
vices rendered by DOH 
hospitals,” said Lorna 
O. Fajardo, acting 
Philhealth president 
and CEO, 

Among the en- 
hanced benefits for 
OFWs are consulta- 
tions, diagnostic ser- 
vices such as complete 
blood count, routine 
urinalysis, fecalysis, 
fasting blood sugar, 
blood typing, hemoglo- 
bin/hematocrit, elec- 


trocardiogram and 
hepatitis B screening 
test; promotive/ pre- 
ventive health services 
such as periodic digital 
rectal exam, visual 
acetic acid screening 
for cervical cancer, pe- 
riodic clinical breast 
exam and nutrition or 
dietary counseling, 
Also included are visual 
acuity exam, psycho- 
logical evaluation and 
debriefing, auditory 
evaluation and treat- 
ment for urinary tract 
infection, upper respi 
ratory tract infection 
and acute gastro-en- 
teritis, 

The new package 
will initially be avail- 
able from July to Sep- 
tember this year in 
selected DOH hospi- 
tals in the National 
Capital Region. These 
are Jose Reyes Me- 
morial Medical Cen- 
ter, San Lazaro Hospi- 
tal, Tondo Medical 
Center, Dr. Jose Fa- 
bella Memorial Hos- 
pital, East Avenue 
Medical — Center, 
Quirino. Memorial 
Medical Center, Phil- 
ippine Orthopedic 
Center, National 
Children's Hospital, 
National Center for 
Mental Health, Amang 
Rodriguez Medical 
Center, Rizal Medical 
Center, Valenzuela 
General Hospital, Re- 
search Institute for 
Tropical Medicine and 
Las Piñas General 
Hospital Satellite 


OWWA launches search for 2007 Mofya awardees 


IN HONOR OF THE SACRIFICES AND EFFORTS 
of the overseas Filipino workers and their fami- 
lies, the Overseas Workers Welfare Adminis- 
tration has announced recently the start of the 
search for the 2007 Model OFW Family of the 
Year Award (Mofya) 

OWWA administrator Marianito D. Roque 
said the annual award aims to give proper rec- 
ognition to the overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) and their families. “It is important for 
usto show our gratitude to our OFWs because. 
they work very hard to provide a better quality 
of life for their families.” 

He added that the annual award is the 
government's “small way of showing everyone 
ow proud we are of our Filipino workers and 
their loved ones.” 

‘The focus of this year's Mofya search is on 
successful family relations—a different ap- 
proach from the previous years which looked 
into the entrepreneurial development of an 
OFW family. 

"The award is a testament to their achieve- 
ments," Roque said, "We know how much they 
had to sacrifice and how hard they had to work. 
It’s but right to acknowledge them." 

Nominees for the Mofya are families with 
either a land-based or sea-based OFW as its 
head, and should meet the following criteria: 
head of family or main provider for the famil 
supports the education of a child/ family mem. 
ber/s; known as a solid and stable family in the 
community; and financial stability. 

Specific selection criteria for the 2007 
awards are: 

* Functional OFW family 

а, Constancy of communication; b. Sharing 
of responsibilities among OFW family mem- 
bers; с, Emotional accessibility; d. Psycho-so- 
cial maturity of the children; е, Involvement of 


children in civic ac- 
tivities; 

Civic/commu- 
nity involvement of 
OFW 

а. Advocacies: b 
Membership to civic 
Filipino organiza- 
tions; c. Successful 
community projects; 
d. Special commen. 
dations; 

+ Success in child/children's or family mem- 
ber/s education. 

а, Children or family member/s’ completed 
or continuing education; b. Children or family 
member/s employed; c. Special commenda- 
tion of children/family member/s; 

Success in managing family finances 

а, Successful business enterprise/s; b, Sav- 
ings and investments 

The nomination and selection for the awards 
will start in October at the regional level with 
the panel of judges composed of the regional 
directors of the labor department and Owwa 
and one representative each ftom the land- 
based industry sector, sea-based, religious 
group and major sponsors. 

‘Three of the finalists will be chosen as na- 
tional champions representing Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao in November 2007, 

‘The three big winners will receive cash 
prizes of P200,000, vacation trip packages, 
laptop units plus other exciting prizes from 
Globe Telecom and P25,000 from Western 
Union for the 17 regional winners and P20,000 
G-Cash and cell phones from Globe Telecom. 

Mofya is a project of Owwa with Globe 
Telecom, Philamlife and Western Union as 
sponsors. 


Marianito D. Roque 
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Trauma Center, 
From October on- 
wards, the package will 
be available in other 
DOH hospitals in vari- 
ous parts of the coun- 
try, The list of partici- 
pating hospitals will be 
released by the health 
department later. 

Under the agree- 
ment, Fajardo said 
Philhealth will provide 
technical assistance 
and other support ser- 
vices to the DOH for 
the implementation 
and administration of 
the package. 

“We will also moni- 
tor and evaluate the 
implementation of the 
benefit package to 
make sure that it is. 
done in accordance 
with the objectives of 
the National Health In- 
surance Program," 
Fajardo said. The 
Philhealth will tap the 
services of DOH hospi- 
tals throughout the 
country as the service 
provider of the En- 
hanced OPB Package 
for OWP members and 
dependents, 

Tn implementing the. 
Enhanced OPB Pack- 
age, the DOH, through 
the National Center for, 
Health Facility and De- 
velopment will man- 
age and release the: 
budget to the Hospital 
Administrator of the 
participating DOH hos-, 
pitals and will oversee 
and supervise the 
implementation of the 
benefit package. 

1t will also upgrade, 
| or enhance the adima 
| 
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Мау PhilHealth refund 


Alamin sa tulong ng Benefit Payment Notice o BPN! 
Ph 'abang kayo ay nasa ospital. Ipinakikita 
tan ng automate 


ay lalaan ng aktwal па gastos sa ospital at bayari sa 


kabuuang benepisyong пу 


аде А 


9 dapat nakamit m 
BEN ay pnadadala sa myemb 
2 NG ang kabuuang singi ng ospital 
para за confinement ng myembro 
lio ang halaga ng benepisyong 
ibinayad ng Phil sa myembro 


Kang saenlkanino mapupunta ang 
bayaa ng Pint 
Kabuuang Penn benefits parasa 
«Resa charges. o ay mapupania 
асар kang ang halagang їз зу 
Бооз sa kabuuang bl ng төлгө 
Kabuuang Pith oras para sa 
prfassona! вз ng дг. ТО ау 
тариула sa duker kung to ay 
ibn sa Sg pra за PE 
Kabuuang bonapayong binayaran ng 
Priest para sa myembro 


Kung ang kabuuang PhilHealth deductions mo na nasa BPN ay mas mataas kaysa за lbinawas ng 
ospitalduktor, maaari mo pa ring iclaim ang balanse nio. Ipakita lamang ang inyong BPN, Statement of 
“Account at mga resibo ng pinagbayaran sa biling section ng ospitallduktor para sa kaukulang refund, 


Para sa karagdagang katanungan, makipag-ugnayan sa PhilHealth sa 637-7680 and 837-8449 o di kaya'y sa 
pinakamalapit na tanggapan ng PhilHealth sa inyong lugar. 


ilHealth 


istrative and opera- 
tional capabilities of 
the participating hos: 
pitals to conform with 
Philhealth's accredita- 
tion standards and to 
adopt the zero co-pay 
system when availing 
ua the benefit package. 


www.lbpeasypadala.com 


EASY PADALA IS ANOTHER E-BANKING INNOVATION FROM THE LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
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Easy Padala is another 
e-banking Innovation from thewi 
LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES, Ё, 7, 
one of the leading and most tablets 
development-orented financial 

stitutions In the Philippines to date, 


For your 
Classified Ads 
requirements, 

call our 

Classifieds 
Advertising 
Hotlin 


Head Ottico 
897-8808 
loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 699-4427; 
887-8425 (Tolata) 
Cubao 
912-8008 to 11 (Aurora) 
Makati 1 
8926578; 811-4961; 
811-4370 
Kalaw 
528-0213; 627-9942 
Mogamali 
635-0219; 636-0220 


Easy Padala gives the Global Filipino lke you 
the total security you need while availing of 
remittance services on-line, zzz 


Easy Padala ensures that your hard-earned 
money reaches your loved ones 
опа near real time basis wherever you may be, 


‘This is the ultimate banking convenience you 
deserve from the Bank that has a genuine heart 
for the LAND and its PEOPLE. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
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>>COMPANY PROFILES 


ABOITIZ JEBSEN MANPOWER 
SOLUTION INC. 


The Aboitiz Jebsen Bulk Transport Corporation 
(ABOJEB) in Mania, Philippines is one of the 
‘strongest partnerships formed by Jebsens. Es- 
tblshed in 1982 between two pioneers in the 
transport business, the joint venture showcases 
the unique synergy of Norwegian and Filipino 
shipping experience and resources. ABOJEB 
today is an international provider of crewing, ship 
management and total transport solutions and 


ARCHWAY INTERNATIONAL & 
MARKETING SERVICES 


itis Archway' mission to help clients achieve 
their business goals by providing a technically- 
equipped and wel-motivated manpower base at 
ost effective rates. Aiming to rank among the 
leading outsourcing solution providers in the 
Asia-Pacific Region and the Middle East, Arch- 
‘yay Intemational is committed to integrate the 
{ull complement of its resources—its people and 
ifs partnerships—to deliver the best value-added 
outsourcing solution to its clients. The company 
Started operation in 1998 as a small business 
venture Involved in the distribution of various. 
beverage products. It grew considerably in the- 
frst two years of operation as А continued to de- 
velop йв market and outlets penetration strategy. 
The abilly to respond to changing market and 
economic conditions has set off tremendous 
growth. Archway has achieved a phenomenal 
feat, growing its total resources by more than 
“100096 from the initial outlay. Flexiblily and a 
positive orientation to change are the bedrock 
foundation of Archway's management culture. 


BUSINESSWISE INTERNATIONAL 
RESOURCES INC. 


Businessuise Intemational Resources Inc. was 
established in 1992 to engage in the recruitment 
dnd placement of Flipino workers for both local 
nd overseas employment. It is pursuing the re- 
&uitment and placement of engineers, teachers, 
nurses, architects, IT and other professionals, in 
‘addition to skiled and semi-sklled workers. | 
places great emphasis on the selection and 
pooling of excellent performers to meet its cli- 
tents’ requirements, It reaches applicants both lo- 
cally and overseas as they are informed of exist 
ing vacancies though їз website 
httpy~businesswise.com.ph, online and also thru 
published advertisements. Continuing negolia- 
ons with prospective principals in Asia and the 
Middle East guarantee a steady and constant 
Supply of job opportunities for Filipino workers 
through its facilites. 


CAMOX PHILIPPINES 


Camox Philippines is the HR arm of the highly di- 
versified and progressive Luminus Group having 
global presence in United Arab Emirates, United 
States of America, India, Kuwait, Netherlands, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Qatar, etc. Itis 
а leading HR services provider with over 20 
Years experience offering comprehensive man- 
power recruitment and contracting services to 
leading corporations located in some ofthe most 
‘developed countries in he world. Camox has the 
requisite licenses and is registered with the re- 
spective countries to undertake activities. It com- 
prises of highly trained and experienced staff 
‘with excellent domain knowledge. Through con- 
tinuous training and knowiedge management ini- 
tiatives, the company ensures that its staff is 
always current on emerging HR practices. 
Camox's соге competency ies in its ability to un- 
derstand client's unique needs and to offer cus- 
tomized services, focus on customer service 
standards and recruitment expertise in various 
segments including hospitality, construction, re- 
fenes, offshore, petrochemicals and IT. 


CAREER PLANNERS SPECIALISTS 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 


Career Planners Specialists Inc. has been sup- 
plying Filipino manpower throughout the world 
for over two decades. It supplies manpower in 
fields such as professional, medical, highly tech- 
теш and skilled, construction, production, 
manufacturing, surveying and IT. The company 
management, counting on the dedication, com- 
mitment, deep involvement, experiences and 
professionalism of all its personnel, set out to 
pursue productive opportunities and the realiza- 
tion of mutually satisfying and beneficial working 
relationships between its primary and secondary 
dientele, by keeping and maintaining excellent 
standards in screening its customers, provision. 
of quality services and is timely delivery, and the 
continuous pursuit of innovative approaches in 
‘meeting the requirements of its customer in ac- 
cordance with existing laws, 


CENTAUR INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER 
SERVICES, INC. 


Gentaur Intemational Manpower Services Inc 
(СІМ!) в a high caliber professional recruitment 
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а personnel services firm with a high commit- 
ment lo excellence. lts main goal is to provide 
companies worldwide with Filipino workers who 
сап share their expertise and their commitment 
to work in order to give clients the edge to com- 
pete locally and internationally with other compa- 
ies. The company is recognized internationally 
for ils expertise, capability. reputation, and eff- 
ciency in the recruitment of manpower. CIMSI 
understands the challenges companies face in 
the recruitment of qualified personnel and it 
coffers its experience, knowledge & commitment 
to deliver the services and people needed. 


CREWSERVE, INC. 


Crewserve, Inc. is a Sea based Manning Com- 
pany registered with Securities and Exchange 
Commission (S.€.C) and is duly licensed by the 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 
(POE A) since fst of July 1998, The company is 
а quality assured organization certified by the 
‘American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) since 17th 
f December, 1987 and on the 28ih of May, 
2002, the company conformed with ISO 
8001:2000 Version. Al present, the company is 
manning more than 160 vessels employing more 
than 1,600 Filipino crew members on board at 
any one time with 25 percent crew on standby. 
Most of our manned vessels are models of the 
late 90's and 2000 equipped with state ofthe art 
technology and highly innovative communica- 
tion, cargo and navigational equipment and pro- 
pelled by modern and sophisticated engines. 
Fhe vessels we are manning are Containers, 
Heavyifts, Bulkers and multipurpose vessels 
mainly German owned. 


DIRECT SOURCE HEALTHCARE 


Pursuing a nursing career in the United States 
requires guidance beyond education. With 
Direct Source Healthcare, cients and applicants 
эге assured of support even throughout employ- 
ment. With this US-owned and operated corpo- 
Tation, real nurses are connected to real hospi- 
tais. Professionalism is rendered without the de- 
tainment of orginal document; without testing or 
processing fees. Common goals shared by ет- 
Ploying hospitals and the company are parallel lo 
those of applicants. The vast experience in the 
industry that the corporation has gathered is 
‘communicated to all in their network. Al of these 
openly brought to employers, applicants and af- 
filates through highly accessible, state-of-the-art 
technologies, resulting in strong relationships 
even throughout its nurses careers. Direct 
Source Healthcare is the best choice for aspiring 
US-based nursing professionals 


ом CONSUNJI INC. 


рм. Consunji Incorporated (ОМС!) is the lead- 
ing civil and structural construction company in 
the Philippines. With more than 50 years of solid 
and strong expertise in tapping and honing only 
the best Filipino engineers and construction 
manpower that delivers world-class quality work- 
manship, ОМС! has long been the choice part- 
пег of international construction conglomerates 
for various domestic and overseas ventures. 
DMCI is composed of dedicated mult-skiled 
‘workforce, technically stable and reliable profes- 
sionals, people-onented human resources prac- 
loners and administrative experts. Because of 
its unwavering commitment to quality and excel- 
lence, ОМС! earned its privilege to be the first 
company awarded by the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration (POEA) the license 
of Service Manpower Provider under the Philp- 
pine Overseas Construction Board (POCB). 


FMW HUMAN RESOURCES INTERNATIONAL 


FMW Human Resources International (FMW- 
HRI) is а 100-percent Flipino-owned company 
based in Makati Cty, Philippines established in 
1998. Lis a subsidiary of the FMW Group Hold- 
ings nc. which was organized by a group of 
highly qualified Filipino professionals working on 
Various fields in Saudi Arabia hence the adoption 
ofthe acronym FMW (Filipina Migrant Worker) to 
its corporate name. The company s technical ex- 
pertise combined with wealth of experience in 
‘working overseas, ts familiarity with the working 
conditions and thorough understanding of over 

seas employment are its best assurance to find, 
‘assess and select the most qualified manpower 
required by foreign principals. It is a bonafide 
member of the Association of Recruitment Prac- 
toners of the Philippines Inc. (ARPPI), and the 
Philippine Association of Service Exporters Inc. 

(PASEI) two ofthe most reputable organizations 
in the recruitment industry. 


HOSPITALITY STAFF PHILIPPINES, INC. 


HPI is a licensed international recruitment com- 
pany focusing on the provision of Filipino human 
Capital to the hospitality, technology, education, 
‘evi and homecare industries, It has a highly so- 
Phisticaled computerized online recruitment 
System that can easily manage large recruit- 
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HUMANIA INTERNATIONAL INC. 


Humania Intemational Inc. was established in 
June 1997 by experienced individuals led by 
‘Agapita D. Silava who had cared her spurs at 
the FindStaff Placement Services Inc., one of the 
very first recruitment agencies in the Philippines. 
even predates the establishments of the Philip- 
pine Overseas and Employment Administration, 
Tt was conceived in the order to give recruitment 
and human face and caring touch to distinguish 
it from the usual impersonal, business-ike and 
production-ine style recruitment 


INDUSTRIAL PERSONNEL AND MANAGE- 
MENT SERVICES, INC. 


IPAMS is a pioneer in the Philippine consulting 
firm. The company provides professional coun- 
seling and assistance in labor relations, person- 
пе! management, and overseas and local man- 
power recruitment. Founded by Raymond Е. 
Wimarth, PhD., IPAMS was conceived in 1971 
and incorporated in 1972 by a group of profes- 
Sionais In labor relations and personnel manage- 
ment fields. The experience, knowledge and un- 
derstanding of these professionals in the recrull 
ment business in the Philipines have been its 
‘most valuable resource of IPAMS. With over 35 
years of excellence in service, РАМ has been 
recognized by ts valued clients worldwide and 
has been the recipient of Awards of Distinction 
by the Philippine Overseas Employment Admin- 
istration (POEA). 


INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS FOR TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT SERVICES INC. 


Intemational Experts for Technical Support Ser- 
ices Ine. (JETS!) was established having an 
important goal in mind ~ to become the leading 
recruitment and training center in the Philip- 
pines. IETSSI helps job seekers find a decent 
and worthy job, while at the same time, help their 
customers to have access to highly sklled em- 
ployees. The unique foundation behind IETSSI 
is being founded by foreign and local partners 
that give them the ability to understand and real- 
ize what the overseas market needs and work lo- 
caly on implementing them. The fact that 
IETSSIs foreign partners are stationed in Kuwait 
wil enable them to target the markets faster and 
IETSSI wil be setting up more offices in the 
Middle East and expand at later stage to cover 
Europe, America, and the rest of the world. 


JOPMAN CORPORATION 


Jopman Corporation has etched its name in the 
recruitment industry and its expertise has 
evolved from Japan to Taiwan market. It was es- 
tablished on May 22, 1995 with the primary pur- 
pose of deploying Filipino workers for overseas 
employment. Jopman was accredited as a 
Taiwan Lead Agent (TLA) by the Taipei Eco- 
nomic and Cultural Office (TECO) on December 
11696. It opened its market to Japan in July 1998 
due to the influx of job orders for Filipino Artists 
and slowly started its Taiwan operations, Due to 
its good relationship with the applicants, the 
quality of Ie workers pooled, and ts experience 
in the recruitment industry, Taiwanese employ- 
ers can rest assured that heir selected workers 
will be deployed according to their desired 
schedules. * 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


“The Land Bank of the Philippines is a govern- 
ment financial institution that sinkes a balance in 
ТАШ its social mandate of promoting country- 
side development while remaining financially 
viable. This dual function makes Land Bank 
unique. The profits derived from its commercial 
banking operations are used to finance the 
Bank's developmental programs and initiatives. 
Over the years, has successfully managed this 
tough balancing act as evidenced by the contin- 
ued expansion of its lean portfolio in favor of its 
priority sectors: the farmers and fisherfok, small 
and medium enterprises microenterprises, iveli- 
hood loans and agribusiness, agr-infrastructure 
and other agri- and envronment-elated proj- 
ес. Today, it is by far the largest formal credit 
institution in the rural areas. Its credit delivery 
system is able to penetrate a substantial per- 
‘centage of the country's total number of munici- 
alites. It also ranks among the top five com- 
mercial banks in the country in terms of deposits, 
assets, loans and capital 


MAGSAYSAY MARITIME, 


The Magsaysay Group has been committed to 
the development of human resources for over 25 
years andis a leading maritime human resource. 
organization in the Asia-Pacific region. Estab- 
lished in the Philippines, a country abundant in 
skied human resources, Magsaysay provides 
the highest quality skiled personnel for major 
companies in the maritime transport and leisure 
industhes. The company has been guided by 
three core principles: First, work in partnership 
with customers to assess their needs and lo de= 


qure i 


velop a long-term development pipeline to 
ensure a continuous supply of highly skilled per- 
sonnel Second, believe in the importance of in- 
vesting in skills and value formation training in 
order to provide human resources that are per- 
Чесйу sulted to the needs of customers. Third, 
‘believe in providing a caring environment for the 
‘workforce and their families. Magsaysay is a 
seamless link between employers and your 
human resource and business process require- 
ments and has invested heavily in people, faci 
ties and the latest technologies to achieve Ihis. 


ONLINE-HIRING CORPORATION 


Online-Hiring Corporation is a duly licensed 
manpower resource company engaged in the ге- 
cruitment, processing and overseas deployment 
of skilled Filipino workers for all kinds of land- 
based occupations. Since lis establishment in 
2000, Onine-Hiring has created vast opportuni 
Чез for its various stakeholders - by promptly 
meeting the HR requirements of its foreign prin- 
cipals, and by providing career and livelihood op- 
portunities for the Filipino worker. Now on its 
Seventh year of service, Online-Hiring takes 
pride in being a catalyst for the country’s pro- 
‘gressive development by heralding the Flipino's 
Skil. diligence and global competitiveness in the 
worldwide job market 


OVERSEAS WORKERS WELFARE 
ADMINISTRATION 


OWWA, an attached agency of the Department 
of Labor and Employment (DOLE), is the lead 
‘government agency tasked to protect and pro- 
mote the welfare and well-being of Overseas Fii- 
pino Workers (OFWs) and thelr dependents in 
recognition of their valuable contribution to the 
‘overall development effort OWWA is also 
tasked to provide social and welfare services to 
OFWs, Including insurance, social work assis- 
tance, legal asistance, cultural services, and re- 
mitance services 


PACIFIC MEDITERRANEAN INTERNATIONAL 
MANPOWER AGENCY, INC. 


Pacific Mediterranean Intemational Manpower 
Agency, Ine. (PMI) was established on Novem- 
ber 12, 2004. It is a leading supplier of skilled, 
semi-skilled and non-sklled manpower abroad. 
Though quite new in the overseas employment 
market, it has made a mark as proven by its 
‘growing number of clients in the Middle East ike 
Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates and in ASEAN countnes 
like Hong Kong and soon in the United States of 
America, Australia and Malaysia. Its main office 
located їп Mania, Philippines and local branch 
offices were established in the diferent regions 
of the country. 


PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORP. 


Philippine Health Insurance Corp. (PhilHealth) 
was established on February 14, 1995. It is a 
premiere government corporation that ensures а 
Sustainable, affordable and progressive social 
health insurance wich endeavors to influence 
the delivery of accessible quality health care for 
all Filipinos. As a financial intermediary, Phil- 
Health shall continuously evolve a sustainable 
National Health Insurance Program that shall 
lead towards universal coverage: ensure better 
benefits for йв members at affordable premiums; 
establish close coordination with its clients 
through a strong partnership with al stakehold- 
ers; and provide effective intemal information 
and management systems to influence the deliv- 
ery of quality healthcare services. Itis a member 
of the Philippine Social Security Association, 
‘Asean Social Security Association and the Na- 
tional Боса! Security Association 


PRIMEWORLD MANPOWER AGENCY 


Primeworld Manpower Agency (PMA) was orga- 
nized on October 15, 1908 as ап adjunct to 
‘Javier Manpower International Services (JIMS) 
to better serve JIMS’ ever-growing clients in 
Brunei, Middle East, Guam, USA, Malaysia, Sin- 
gapore, Taiwan, the United Arab Emirates, 
Japan and Hong Kong. It received its license 
irom the Philippine Overseas Employment Ad- 
ministration to recruit, process, and deploy land- 
based workers abroad. To date, this relatively 
young company has already established busi- 
hess relationships with some of the more presti 
gious establishments in the said countries. With 
its extensive bank of reserves, PMA is now Inde- 
pendently deploying land-based workers lo 
Guam, Morroco, Brunei, Middle East, Singapore, 
and Hong Kong. PMA is being managed by а 
Group of professionals with more than ten years 
‘of experience in the recruitment industry. 


RICH AND RAECH GLOBAL INSTITUTE OF 
MANILA AND TRAINING CENTER, INC. 


Rich and Raech Global Institute of Manila and 
“Training Center Inc. is a company driven by the 
dynamic and continuous demands of global em- 
Ploytnent market and the increasing demand for 
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quallly education, The company provides profes- 
‘sonal, vocational and technical training courses 
and also modules for adults who are seeking 
employment in contact centers. RRG also em- 
Роуз expert teachers from international schools 
Community to offer language proficiency courses. 
in English, Chinese, Korean, and Japanese. 


SL SEARCH CORP. 


SL Search Corp was established in December 
2007 Бу a group of SEARCH practitioners who 
Specialize in overseas placement. It services 
Various clients engaged in different industries in 
the Middle East, USA, and in ASEAN countries 
It has clients in various fields such as hotel, IT 
telecommunications, manufacturing, marketing, 
trading and retail. I takes responsibilty in pre- 
senting to clients relevant information that will 
help in their hiring decision, It defines йв job in a 
very simple way: matching the right candidates 
to the right companies 


SMART COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
‘Smart is the Philippines’ leading wireless ser- 
vices provider with 25 5 milion subscribers on iis 
GSM network. Of its total subscriber base, 18.1 
milion subscribers are served under the brands 
‘Smart Buddy, Smart Gold and Smart Infinity. An- 
other 7.4 milion subscribers are served through 
its subsidiary, Pilpino Telephone Corp., under 
the brand Talk 'N Text. SMART has built a repu- 
tation for innovation, having introduced world- 
frst wireless data services, Including mobile 
commerte services such as Smart Money, 
Smart Load and Smart Padala. SMART also 
offers а 3G service, Smart 3G, and a wireless 
broadband service, Smart Bro. SMART is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of the Philipines! lead- 
ing telecommunications сат, the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Company. 


STE-DJL HUMANLINK INC. 


STE-DJL Humanlink, Inc. is an overseas em- 
ployment agency with a proven track record in 
recruiting qualified Filipino workers from a wide 
Tange of industries for work abroad. Over the 
years, it has successfully and consistently pro- 
Vided manpower staffing solutions to countries 
like Korea, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Brunei, Qatar. Malaysia and 
other countries. Since 1999, STE-DIL Human- 
link has deployed countless workers to countnes 
all over Asia and the Middle East. As a result of 
this major achievement, the POEA has consis- 
tently ranked the company as one of the top re- 
cruitment agencies in the Philippines. 


SUNWAY INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER 
SERVICES INC. 


Suns International Manpower Services nc. is 
а duly licensed recrullment agency that special- 
izes in recruiting and deploying overseas Filipino 
workers to the United States of America, Israel, 
United Arab Emirates, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Doha, Qatar, Kuwait, Singapore, Brunei, Hong 
Kong. Taiwan, and Ireland. it also deployed 
‘workers from Nepal, India, Indonesia, and Thai- 
land. tis formed by a group of competent and 
hardworking professionals who are well- 
‘experienced in the industry. At present, fils he. 
growing international and local demand for eff- 
Gent, dedicated recruitment agents to render 
Quality management services for the interest and 
protection of company owners. It is operating 
Successfully in the fields such as technical, in- 
dustrial and mechanical hotels and catering 
office and secretarial, sales and marketing, con- 
‘struction, medical professionals and caregivers. 
The company always maintains a manpower 
pool of qualified, hardworking and honest skilled, 
mon-sklled and professional applicants 


UNITED GLOBAL MANPOWER 
RESOURCES INC. 


United Global Manpower Resources Inc. is a 
licensed company that engages in recruiting, 
processing and deploying Filipino workers for 
Overseas assignments. The company has a 
‘computerized manpower data bank that makes. 
monitoring of the status of processing of appli- 
Gants easier, faster and more convenient for cll- 
ents and applicants. 


VIDRES.NET 


An intemet company that offers an innovative 
‘venue to match jobseekers and employers, revo- 
futiontzing job hunting as we know И today. 
Vidres.net allows job applicants lo send video re- 
sumés lo employers anywhere in the word. 
Video resumes allow applicants to highlight their 
personality, skills, and talents. Vidres.net also 
allows employers to pre-screen and shortlist job- 
Seekers at the click of a bution, without leaving 
their desk or picking up the phone. Through 
vidres.net, employers can now see how articu- 
late and confident a candidate is even before the 
interview. 


id atid most trusted recrultment tool. 
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Big news is, ICT bags another whopper. 
Size XL. Jumbo jet proportions. 


What's in it for you? Two word: 


rewards’ 


and "big". What's more, the grind stops 
when the sun sets. Fixed day shift. 
Want a piece of the action? Ве а Yo go. 


7 Must possess excellent 
A Command of oral 
and written English 

* Must have completed at Icast 2 
years of college education) 


the use of computers 
апа various applications 
* Must be willing to work 
in a fast-paced, 
dynamic environment 
= Customer focused, 
keen on details 
* Previous customer 


service experience you can also reach us 
ап advantage but rough the ICT hotline: 


8570305 


not required. 
+ Willing to be 
assigned in Marikina 


or apply @ 
Ground Floor ICT Bidg., x 
Riverbanks Centre, Marikina 


THE WORLD BANK GROUP IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Requires a 


FINANCE ASSISTANT 


‘The Finance Assistant at the Regional Center in Manila is a member of ihe Disbursement Management Groups in the Loan 
Department (LOA). The Finance Assistant (FA) is primarily responsible for determination of the completeness of borrowers" 
requests in accordance with the Bank's policies and procedures, verification of documentation and processing of disbursements 
or special commitment requests and/or requested to contribute to Departmental or corporate initiatives. In addition, the FA. 
provides support to negotiations, mission preparation, and disbursement seminars. The Finance Assistant works under the 
{echnical supervision of Finance Analysts and reports to the Regional Center Team Leader, ‘The assignment will be a Term 
appointment for a period of three (3) years subject to a probationary period of one (1) year, with possibility of renewal. 


Duties and Accountabilities: 

Disbursement Transaction Processing 
‘Process all types of withdrawal and special commitment requests, Ensure completeness of supporting documentation 
‘and enter Detil of Expenditures (DOE)/Contraet Invoice Details (CID) lines in the Loan Administration System (LAS); 
follow up with Task Team Leaders and Procurement Staff as needed. 
Draft correspondence to the borrowers or operational staff 
Review the pending refunds and other adjustment transactions. Initiate processing in coordination with Loan Client and 
Financial Services Division (ACTCF) or Treasury (TRE) where appropriate. 
Process special commitment amendments and prepare amendment letters 

Portfolio Management 
Assist in closing of projects and finalizing the files for transfer to the LOA Record Center. 

Answer questions from Task Team Leaders, borrowers, commercial banks, and suppliers on payments, balances, and 
‘pplication status. 

Departmental! Divisional Tasks 

‘© Support to Division administration, this includes serving as Leave and Attendance Recording System (LARS), and 
Time Recording System (TRS) coordinator, ordering supplies, Systems, Applications and Products (SAP) transaction 
processor, managing assets, and coordinating other Departmental initiatives. 
Participate in departmentaljdivisional task forces. 
Identify issues relating to LOA policies. procedures and guidelines and recommend actions or enhancements. 
Participate in new systems development and user testing, 

Undertake ad-hoc assignments at the discretion of the Team Leader and/or Division Manager. 


Selection Criteria 
e^ Bachelor's degree in Finance, Accounting, Business or related field and a minimum of 5 years of relevant experience in 
portfolio management, project implementation, and/or contract management, 
Understanding of World Bank policies and practices related to disbursement and contract management (desirable). 
Knowledge of internal controls and procedures. 
Knowledge of the World Bank operational policies (desirable). 
Ability to manage multiple tasks and projects against ambitious deadlines, 
Knowledge of and ability to appropriately apply World Bank operational policies, as they relate to disbursements 
‘Attention to detail and numerical accuracy. 
Understanding of information systems and the application of new technology. 
Ability to communicate effectively, in writing and orally in English 
Capacity to deal sensitively in multi-cultural environments and burid effective working relations 


Ability to deal with rapidly shifting priorities and work demands, and willingness to learn new skills and seek help from 
others. 


Please send your application letter, with a comprehensive resume with details of your work experience, academie records, 
recent photo, references (ut least three names with full contact details) not later than duly 31, 2007. Only applicants who 
will be short-listed will be called upon for interview. Send the above to: 


‘The Human Resource Officer 
РО. Box # 100 c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer 
5" Floor, Building В, SM Megamall 
EDSA, Mandaluyong City 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING! 
“We Hire For Attitude And Train For Skill" 


The Project Team behind a unique branding concept for a Specialty Coffee 
Shop is looking for Young Professionals, who possess a perfect blend of energy, 
humor, team spirit, self-confidence and a ‘can-do’ attitude. i 


We offer a fun and challenging work atmosphere, ап exclusive training program, 
and an excellent incentive scheme that includes the opportunity to train in our 
outlets abroad. 


Our Junior Travel Advocates (20), must meet the 
following minimum qualifications: 


Atleast 5'6" for Male / 5'3" for Female 

Not more than 26 years old 

Proficient in English 

Willing to work long hours ә 

А graduate or а student of a culinary school ог any related 4-year course 


Welltraveled in the Philippines 
With practical skills and understanding of coffee preparation and cafe 
operations 

* Сап drive (with a driver's license) 


and preferably: 


We are also hiring for Executive Chefs/Kitchen Supervisors, Managers, and 
Barristas/Bartenders with appropriate skills and experience. 


The people that we are looking for must possess extraordinary sales ability, high tolerance 7 
to stress, attention to detail, and a passion for innovation 


Interested applicants may email their resume to tcp.humanresources @ gmail.com and / 
or cit dotpcvc.gov.ph. For further details, please call telephone number (02)525-9318 
(local 236). Please come in business attire on July 22-24, 2007 at the World Trade : 
Center, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City and look for Lily Del Rosario. 


In need of tho ti 
postions, preferably 
experianced in Mats & 


Exhausted of Call Centers and 
Graveyard Shifts? ач 


Regular, entry-level, full time positions in its Indexing and A 
‘Abstracting Projects await you at Data Gateway Philippines 1) Exp. Leasing 
Corp. an information processing company based in Quezon Manager, MF. 
Gity The job promises an intellectually stimulating work with "ucc 
regular hours in a 5-day work week. You fit the job if you have: anegor. M 
excellent analytical skills & reading comprehension NUM 
above average aptitude In English writing/editing EL reped 
proficiency in basic English grammar and usage aj Arcon Technician 
love for Reading and thirst for Knowledge wl atleast 2 yrs. 
a degree in JOURNALISM, MASS COMM, LIBRARY E ена 
SCIENCE, CHEMISTRY AND/OR OTHER SCIENCE i least 2 yrs. exp. 
COURSES Submit comprehensive 
can start immediately тезитё with 2x2 latest 
Send comprehensive resumé to ров ai нөн Alabang 
UP Diliman PO Box 303 Село Вар. Alabang 
or email to hrd@ datagatewayph.com 


‘unction, Alabang. 
Zapote Ha, Muntinlupa, 
PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT APPLY 


City cio Ms: Faiy 
Posadas 


TA RATES Gn aang 
подана, О ya oi, FOBMarbet exes eh aetsenens._ Рура взт comme Sunday 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 КЕ Da ection comes FREE with your copy of he DEADLINES 
Philippine Copyright 1995 www. jobmarketonline.com ma published every Sunday and for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
а үн distributed in key cites Thursday 12:00 noon 


Text us your feedbacks Inquirer jm nameley/massage. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Find A Career In Here. 


ZARA 


With more than 1,034 stores in the most commercial streets in 64 countries, 
Zara sets the latest fashion trends for millions of people. We count on professionals 
like you to create and transmit the excitement that this extraordinary company 
possesses. 


To cope with our major expansion, we are now recruiting for the new stores of 
our franchisee in the Philippines: 


Retail Managers 

Section Managers 
Assistant Section Managers 
Visual Merchandisers 
Assistant Section Cashiers 


We are looking for highly committed young professionals who adore fashion 
and thrive on the challenge of working in a high-energy business, who are willing 
to share our vision of creating a new concept in customer service. 
They will be responsible for organizing and managing stores and leading highly 
motivated teams. This requires a proven management experience at the point 
of sale with a leadership style that inspires motivation and enthusiasm. Our 
successful candidates will have excellent communication skills, fluent in English 
and have passion for customer service and products 


Sales Assistants 
Cashiers 


Also, we are recruiting positions for our Accounting Department: 


Supervisor 


Candidates must be between the ages of 25-35 years old, Male or Female. 
With at least 5 years minimum related work experience, CPA preferred. Candidates 
must have above average administrative, communication and leadership skills. 
Must have good professional work attitude. 


Junior/Senior Accountants 


Candidates must be between the ages of 25 to 35 years old, Male or Female. 
An accounting graduate, CPA preferred. With at least 2 years related work 
experience. Candidates must have above average administrative, communication 
and leadership skills. Must have good professional work attitude. 


Accounting Staffs 


Candidates must be between the ages of 21 to 27 years old, Male or Female. 
An accounting graduate with at least 1 year related work experience. Candidates 
must have good administrative and communication skills, fast learner, highly 
organized & can work under pressure. 


Payroll Clerk 


Candidates must be between 23 to 28 years old, BS Accountancy graduate. 
Candidates must have at least one year experience in payroll processing & 
timekeeping. Has good communication & administrative skills, can multi task, 
highly organized, flexible and can work under pressure. 


These are URGENT job openings. Qualified applicants may send via e-mail or 
apply personally from Monday to Friday between 8:30 to 11:00am with your 
recent resume, 2 x 2 picture, TOR, employment certificate and other credentials 
to the address below: 


INTERNATIONAL SPECIALTY CONCEPTS, INC. 

HR Department. 5th Floor Midland Buendia Building 
403 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 

Makati City 1200 Philippines 

TeleFax: (02) 899-61-89 

Email address: ISCI recruit&rgoc.com.ph 


www.zara.com 
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IT'S BETTER HERE! 


Now Seeking: 
“Technical Support Representatives 
* Customer Care Representatives 


“Excellent compensation package for our Agents 
+ Rice/Meal/Transportation Allowances 

+ Incentive and commission package 

“West is where your loyalty is truly rewarded 

+ Referral incentives 

“Career growth opportunities 


Apply Now! westemployment.com 


West Contact Services, Inc. * HR Employment Office 


Phone: 857-7400 * Fax 857-7431/32 - Email: MakatiJobs@west.com 


Two Locations! Accepting applications at the Exportbank Plaza Office 


24/F Exportbank Plaza 
Don Chino Roces cor Sen. 


: 
чуман Mandaluyong City 


The Institute for Labor Studies, the policy research and advocacy arm of the 
Department of Labor and Employment, is looking for candidates with 
Professional Civil Service Eligibility and academic background preferably in 
Economics, Journalism, Communications, International Relations, Labor 
Relations, Law, Political Science, Social Policy, Sociology, Development 
Studies, Public/Business Administration, Statistics and other related courses, 
to fil the following vacant positions: 


(1) CHIEF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT OFFICER - ILSB-CLEO-1-1998 (56-24) 
Basic Salary: P22,905.00 plus P2,000.00 monthly allowance + P7,000.00 RATA 
Minimum Qualification/Requirements: 

* Masters Degree in any of the courses mentioned above 

* Four (4) years experience in management and supervision 

* Four (4) years work experience in social research 

* 24 hours of training in management and supervision 


(1) SUPERVISING ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER — ILSB-SADOF-1-2004 (SG-22) 


Basic Salary: P 21,176.00 plus P2,000.00 monthly allowance 
Minimum Qualification/Requirements: 
* Bachelors Degree in any of the courses mentioned above 
* Three (3) years work experience preferably in planning, accounting & budgeting, human resource 
development and procurement 
* Sixteen (16) hours of relevant training 


(1) SENIOR LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT OFFICER — ILSB-SRLEO-7-1998 (SG-19) 
Basic Salary: P18,471.00 plus Р 2,000.00 monthly allowance. 
Minimum Qualification/Requirements: 

* Bachelor's Degree іп any of the courses mentioned above 

* Two (2) years work experience in social reserach 

* Eight (8) hours of relevant training 


(1) LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT OFFICER 11 - ILSB-LEO2-3-1998 (SG-13) 
Basic Salary: P13,021.00 plus P2,000.00 monthly allowance 
Minimum Qualification/Requirements: 
Bachelor's Degree in any of the courses mentioned above 
* One (1) year experience in social development research 
* Рош (4) hours relevant training 
Qualified applicants may send their comprehensive resumé to the address below not later than 
23 July 2007. 
Office of the Deputy Executive Director 
INSTITUTE FOR LABOR STUDIES 
5th Floor, Department of Labor and Employment Building 
General Luna Street, Intramuros, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 527-35-22 and 527-3511; Fax No. 527-3491; Email: larrydizon@ilsdole.gov.ph 


URGENTLY NEEDED: 


TRAVEL RESERVATIONIST 


WE URGENTLY NEED A TRAVEL. 
RESERVATIONIST WITH EXPERIENCE 
MUST KNOW ABACUS BOOKINGS 
PLS. CONTACT AIRA AT: 
5219037 / 6247329 
5213213 or 5216349 
Or Bring Resumé at: 

Вт. 202 Ramag Bldg 
1081 Pedro Gil St 
Paco, Manila 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 
Female 
1 - Licensed Dermatologist 
1 - Facial Treatment Specialist 
with 2 years experience 


Interested applicants please call 
Helen - CP # 09194213085 
Landline 4972644 


пирит аяте 


Foremen. 
а. Fire Protection. 
Engine 
‘Bing oda bohar 
resol 
сив вобл 
"Ms Bats Shown 


17th & 18th Floors, Robinsons 
Cybergate Center, Tower 1 
EDSA corner Pioneer Street 


Senior and Junior Architects 


should have experience in Design and Detailing, Working Drawings 
Production, Project Management and Coordination. Our firm requires 
proficiency in AutoCad Release 2006. Knowledge in 3D Studio Max and 
‘Autodesk Viz Presentation Rendering is a plus, as well as Specifications 


Writing. 


Please submit your resumé with signature, 
2°x2" photo and references to: 


EA Mihana & Associates 
Architects 

"Through Ms. Annie Vicente 

Unit 2616 Cityland 10, Tower 1, 

6815 HV dela Costa St, Makati City, 
or by email to еа minana Opldidsl. net. 


Selected applicants will be scheduled for an 


INTERCONTINENTAL CONSULTANTS 
| СЕ AND TECHNOCRATS PVT. LTD. 
"080 9001 2000 REGISTERED FIRM) 


A LEADING INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANCY ORGANIZATION 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONALS 


ICT prondes excellent opooruntes o career enhancement in 
igo and ge pines amongst chars nca апа abroad 
‘Te quad personnel иһ тинтип 15yrs exponerce (except or 
No. poten rie 20 ea t mnimumiqures eapanence) 
ditta shines may оа nine hai СУ mentoring 
Thee avelabity and ras The minimum required qualícalon s 
graduate nih respecte dsopine and hose апу Master ауе 
would be plead Those who have worked outside Phllppines 
atleast in one more country may only apply Please apply win 
ÎS days ther nine: on tna adress петсто erat 

“Team LeaderlProject Manager 

Highway Engineer engaged n Conetvuolon of Major Highway 

Prec. 

Bridge Engineer (engaged in modem segment integral 

stele) bonores and supervision. 

Highway Design Engineer (verse in handing popular 

salvar Na HX Road ele) 

Pavement specialist (Flexible and Rigid pavements) 

Senior Material and Quality control Engineer (n depth 

тонер oltamous PASHTO/BSBIS and ober naina 

pe] 

Contract Management Procurement spaclallst (uto hare 

aa Woe Bank Alan Developman Bark and ICA funded 

projects ole) 

Senior Quantity Surveyor (wal versed а using rete 

Computer techies and oar) 

IGTolars xeeten Employment Opportunies тые, 
youmay fonsar your bo data and photo oh Head, 
"HAD A Admnisranon athe aches guen be 

Registered Ole: A-8, Green Park, New Delhi- 110 016, Indla 
"Tut 491-1-26885000 Far + 91-11-285522 
hrddietonline com 
no: Hp Ictonlins com. 
Phlippne Otce: tis. Rafaella A. Nunez 
RAN Consult 
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SUBIC Bay 4 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


INVESTMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT MANAGER 


Qualifications: 
Multilingual (Mandarin/Fukien) 
Masters Degree on Business 
Six (6) years experience on 
managerial capacity 
Computer Literate and must have 
Knowledge on Marketing Software 
i.e. COREL, Photoshop, 
Macromedia Flash 


‘Send your RESUME now to 
olive 1225 sbip-sbdmc.com or to 
SBMA Labor Center, Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone 


For more information, please 
contact (047) 252-3456 


WALLWIDE PRINTING INC. 
WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
SALES AND/OR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

WITH OR WITHOUT EXPERIENCE. 
WELDER/FABRICATOR 
"(MI EXPERIENCE IN INDOOR/OUTDOOR 
ADVERTISING) 
MESSENGER/RIDER 
il you ara interested to apply please submit your 
resumé to: 
#11 Freemont Arcade, Shaw Blvd. 
Bgy. San Antonio, Pasig City 
1634-151010021-4197643 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


Ambergris Solutions is a leading call centre in the Philippines, providing inbound customer care, outbound sales, technical support 
and business process outsourcing solutions to the utilities, IT, travel and hospitality, and financial services industries. 


Explore your opportunities with Ambergris today! 


We are looking for: 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT ANALYSTS 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
All candidates must have: 
+ Experience in using and troubleshooting Windows 2000, XP and NT problems in desktop, 
server and network areas 
“Experience with UNIX/Windows servers, mainframe systems, Citrix andlor Active Directory 
‘environments will be considered assets 
“Working knowledge of LAN/WAN technology, TCP/IP, VPN, Cisco environments 
+ Familiarity with call management and trouble reporting systems, such as Genesys 
or Remedy 
Professional Designation/Certfcation a PLUS 
» Undergraduate degree or diploma, preferably in a technical discipline, or equivalent and 
relevant work experience 
«+ Certification in A+, Network +, MCSA/MCSE MCSDT or CCNA, or equivalent will be 
considered an asset 
“HDI Support Center Analysts Certification or equivalent will be considered an asset 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT REPRESENTATIVES 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
“Must be a passionate GAMER 
* Must have basic knowledge in Windows applications 
< Customer-oriented and navigate through technical problems 


Enjoy competitive pay, performance incentives and bonuses, company-provided mobile phones, 
daily shuttle service, fun employee events and comprehensive training programs! 


Visit any of our recruitment hubs: 
31/F Discovery Center, ADB Avenue, Pasig City 


Level 5 Market! Markel! Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City 


Email: recruitment@ambergrissolutions.com 
Also visit our website: www.ambergrissolutions.com 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 
‘REAL ESTATE: CONSULTANT 
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1 реше roe td 
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ambergris solutions 


a TELUS Company 


Advertising 
Hotlines: 
Head Office: 

807-8808 
loc 514, 516, 
899-445; 800-4427, 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
Cubao: 
9129006 1o 1 (Aurora) 
Makati: 
92-5578, 811-4961; 
811-4370 
Kala 
526-0218; 527-9042 
Megamall: 
150019625000 


“iguide а bimonthly publication now going оп its 2396002 
Invites you to be part of ош team as we are looking for 


Account Executives 


‘College graduate (resh graduates aro welcome). 
Possess excelant writen and ога communicate sd. 


Targets and professional relationship managoment 
Font, crealve, a tem player, computar Косів, good 
радо ea and ste fo work Under minum адм 


Send resume with photo to: 
yahoo.com 
or vis us at 506 PIFCO Blog, 
2300 Pasong Tamo Ext, Макай ity 
For Inquiries, look lot Dang Domingo or Bong Orie 
290, 7284927 


Reach more qualified applicants. 
Advertise in JobMarket Libre 


Inquire about the JobMarket 
package at 897-8808 loc 514. 


Check out more jobs from 
JobMarket Libre every Tuesday 
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r SALES EXECUTIVE: 

мї, Graduate of any 4 у. course, preferably wi 
selling or promotional experience, not more 
Iman 32 yo. wiling to travel, good English 
[communication skiis (oro! & wien), comp. 
erate, w pleasing personally w divers 
icense (an advantage}, result oriented, able to 
work wi minimal supervision, must contioute 


Berlitz ] URGENTLY NEEDS: 


SALES/MARKETING Officer 


- A bachelorsicollege degree in Sales and Marketing, Business Management or any 
business related course. 

“ Good oral and written communication skills. 

. Good coordination and negotiation skills with Ihe ability to multitask and handle pressure 
wel. 

+ Excellent analytical and organizational skills. 

* High proficiency in MS Office applications, Adobe Photoshop and Page Maker or related 
applications; internet savvy 

A team player with practical management skills (task definition, time management, status 
reporting) 

+ Wiling to be assigned in the Ortigas area 

+ Hiring period: July 16-18,2007; able to start by July 23, 2007 

+ Experience in sales and marketing is an advantage. 


Interested applicants may submit thelr resumés with a photo to Rm. 209 Peninsula Court Building, 
8735 Paseo de Roxas corner Makati Avenue, Makati City. For more information you can contact us. 
308132231 ог 817.93.19, 


positively in meeting sales torgets. 


HGH COMPENSATION PACKAGE AWAITS QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 
‘IBM YOUR RESUME W 2x2 PHOTO - ЕМЕН WAL BE SCHEDULED 
UPON SLBMSSON ОР RESUME, APRICANS MUST BE AVMUABLE 
ASSOONAS POSSE. (DEADLINE JULY 19, 2007) 


SUITE 200 DEL нош: MANSON MOG., DEL MONI AYE, COL 


SUINEDSOC FULMEN NR) DAL cope x 


Гвен ıs ooking or 


Full-time or Par 
LANGUAGE INSTRUCTORS 


"JAPANESE - SPANISH “GERMAN 
"MANDARIN “FRENCH “ITALIAN 


We also a | 


Kz 


COURSES OFFERED: 
English, French, Spanish, German, 
italian, Mandarin, Japanese, 


Filipino and talian 


| Canadian-based company is 


looking for people to train and 
earn 82,000 a month or more 


Requirements: 

£ A least High School 
Graduate 

+= Computer iterate 

1 Pleasing personality 

{Aggressive and result driven 

1.6992 communication skins 

‘Marketing skis в а plus 


Benefits: 
TUS. Standard Commission 
Travel Incentves 
Career Training 
wards and Recognition 

For your pre-qualifying interview, text 
your full name and contact number to 
0928-3311566 or email your resume to 
support@nrichmarketing.com. 


* Grad of any business course w experience 
} Fomale. not moro than 28 уо 


Femalo, not more than 30 Wo win salas axpanenca 
preferably wi basic knowledge in priming 
Apply in person at # 56 P. Tuazon Bid. 


Cubao QC Tol 07а 4471-72 


[ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT | сы i 


JOB SOLUTIONS MANPOWER AGENCY 
3o] In-House Checkers 
For immediate posting in Mairo Manila 
| | quaurications 
: 35 years old 
1 Араа 96° lor Malo & 82” tor femalo 
(a Operator апа Security 


RECEPTIONISTS /BOOKKEEPER 


Female 22 to 30 yo 


АЛТ. de Castro Securities Corp. 
member: Philippine Stock Exchange. 
701, 7/F Tower 1 & Exchange Plaza 
Ayala Ave., Makati City 


+ Has good communication skills 
1 With good moral character 
} Physically and Mentally ft 
‘JOB DESCRIPTION 
+ Perform as In-House Checker and handle/ 
parate communication system (tolophones, 
Hao à СОТУ) 
+ Responsible for loss prevention and dat 
o ermal ang externa! frauds 
Qualified applicants may apply personally at 
BasemenvOPPEN Bldg. 
4349 Son. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati Cy, 
Monday-Friday between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Please bring Resumé or Blo-data with 
2x2 photo and отаг pertinent papers. 1 
"Tel. # 890-5333 loc. 290 2 


An NGO working for tha welfare of workers in the 
Informal sector is in need of Finance Officer/ 
Accountant withthe folowing qualiications: 
Commerce graduate major in accountancy 
Have at least 2:3 years work experience. 
in ihe field 
Have a good moral charactor 
Computer Merate (good command in excel. 
lated program) 
‘dealing with peoples 
organizations/membors. 
Interested applicants may contact: ACIW Осе 
at this number: 
Tel: 433-4760/9268038 or submit resumé In 
‘Unit 326, Eagle Court Condominium, 
#36 Matalino Street, Central District, 
Quezon City 
опоу. acwe yahoo.com 
‘Website: www.aciw.org.ph 
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RESEARCH OFFICER ASSISTANT 
MANAGER 
Graduate of BA Economics, BS Development 
Communication, and oiner related course 
Wit at Toast 4-5 ло 
Tasoarch. particulary in gathering, analyzing 
"and Interproting Macro enronmadta, 
industry. апа markol in urban and п 
With Клои ваде on Focused Group 
Discussion (FGD), aid Interviews, dat 
Collection, infrpretalion and consolidation 
Among lamiy-cor 
‘nlorpesing cont 
nt findings In consistant, 
onerent manner that promotes sound. 
planning and programming and decision- 
making 
Team player, committo 
төвошсе!и, 
Wining to travel 
Groative, analytical, with good writing and 
presentation siis 
Pili excelent knowledge of Mierosott 
applications 


ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANT MANAGER 
‘Graduate ol BA Economics, BS De 


тра davelopmont, р 
ботогой and community-based enterprises, 
i urean and rural aroas” 

Win knowledge o! the supply and market 
hain, Including the talaan ol product. 
"bi to present ndings In consistent 
Coherent manner thet promotes sound 


Empowering communities... 
Assuring a brighter future for our children... 


JOB Market. 


SR SYSTEMS ANALYST 
C) Graduate of BA Economics, BS Development 
Communication, and othar related course 
With Ive years experiance in tho design, 
nt and implementation of entorpris 


o 


soltware 
progr 
‘Abily fo Investigate problems, analyze 
Allrnalives, and propose solutions 

Exhibit creativity and the ally to work well with 


Soltwaremhardware spectiations 

Must act as а lsison balweon company and 

Sottware/hardware vendors 

Most have excallont analytical ski and creative 

approach lo problem solving 

Must have extensive knowledge with Mlerosolt 

SQL SERVER, Delphi, VB, SOL 

INSTITUTIONAL MARKETING AND PUBLIC 

RELATIONS OFFICER 

C) Graduate of Dovolopmoni Communicat 
Communication Ап, Marketing and other roated 

Exceptional writing and communication skills, 

With knowledge In sofware applications such as 

ADOBE Photoshops, alc 

Сап etfectivly maintain protossiona relationship 

‘uth partnore, donors and cients 


оооооооо 
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planning and programming and decision- 
‘making 
Must 
vice delivery 
am player, commited, responsible 
отсе, diligent, wih high pao 
wiling to travel 
©ггайуе, analytical, with good writing and. 
presentation skis 
With excoltent knowledge of Microsoft 
applications 
Win good wring and analytical abily. 
Маш, a team player, committed, 
feepondibe, resoureal, digant, wiling to 
travel 


Knows how to conceptualize and develop muli- 
media communication materiais to promote the 
Foundation's advocacy 

‘billy fo market now Interventions, 
programs & raise funds for foune 
фрон events, 

Ton physically th and w high stress 
tolerance. 


СА 


p i activos & 


SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 


CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 
00 BSBA-Aceounlinp/BSA Graduate, musi be a 


a 
management & tax 
"accounting gained irom а financial’ social 
development Institution 


preparation 


'alyilcal and а good decision-maker 
‘communication skiis (oral and 

writ) 
Experience in auditing (в а plus factor) 
Highly proficlent In using MS Office 
Knowledgeable n using Balmori Payroll 
Software and Peachtree accounting System 
‘Team leader & Wiling to work overtime 
High stress tolerance 

Physically t 8 a good motivator 
SOCIAL & ENTERPRISE 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

Graduate ol any 4-year course 

Computer Merate 

Experience in marketing or sales is an 
advantage 

‘Average communication skis (oral and 
writan) 

Not moro than 30 yoars old 

Physically fit 

Enjoys dally eld work 

Fresh Graduates are welcome to apply 
EASURY OFFICER 

BSA Graduale or any rolated business course, 
preferably nol more than 30 yoars old 

A least 1 year experience ralaed to troasury/ 
‘budget functions 

Very good communication! neg 
Analytical & a good dacision-make 
Highly proficient In using MS off 
High stress tolerance and physically 
‘iting to work overtime & good motivator 
Familiar wl diferent bank transactions 
Wiling to do laison tasks 
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ABS-CBN BAYAN FOUNDATION, INC. 
Interested applicants are requested to malllemailtheir resumé to 
pmoffice @absbayan pinoycentral.com 


ABS-CBN BAYAN FOUNDATION, INC. - 2/f Calderon Bldg., 827 EDSA, Q.C. 


To get what you want, 
stop doing what isn’t working. 
Great people don’t waste their time worrying about the 


things they cannot control. 
Instead, they use this time to search for other possibilities. 


Are you one of them? 
Sales Director 


Qualifications: 

C] Earns at least 50,000 

J 30-45 years old 

CJ Outstanding performance in sales 


Send your resume to: insyncs12@gmail.com 


ingync 


Institutional Synergy, Inc. 
EXECUTIVE SEARCH SERVICES. 


OWERMAX proudly presents: 


B norm дїй гапт 


Дш DELLI 


JULY 31 AUGUST 2, 100 5:00pm HOLIDAY INN GALLERIA 


This comprehensive sales training program vil give you the sales champion's 
mindset and wil help you master the sales process from start to finish... The 
program is designed under an accelerated learing framework, giving you sales 
training that “sticks” andthe power to translate leaming into action immediately. 


Р ОАҮ1: THE PRINCIPLES OF SALES SUCCESS 


+ Understanding the inner game of seling 

+ The technology of goa salting and goal 
achievement 

+The paradigms of lop sales performers 

* Techniques 0 change yous bel system 

+ Releasing the destructive emotions of 
turn-downs and rejection 

+ Tine-honored principles for magnelcaly 
tracing more cenis 


Р DAY2: MASTERING THE 5 KEY STEPS OF 
THE SALES PROCESS 


7 SPEAKER JOHN CALUB 


ad 
= Mion pes prospecting 
“Conecing and Bun instant Rapport with 
Prospects 
+ How To Make a Template of ideal Prospects 
* Presenting wih Pazaz 
+ Words at change minds 


John Сао has trained and coached more 

han 10,000 people across the county in the 
areas of sales and peak performance, He 

has produced several success stores inthe [л 


DAY 3: GETTING THE Y YE 
field of professional seling. zamonani 


38 Power Closing Techniques 
“INCREASE YOUR SALES & INCOME. HAVE MORE TIME TO DO WHAT YOU WANT." 
SEMINAR INVESTMENT 


Regular Rate - Php4,485,00+ VAT (Until July 17) 
Early Bird Rate - Php3,995.00 VAT (Starting July 18) 
“Seminar investment is inclusive of snacks, handouts and car pass. 
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IThis Event is 
Sponsored by: 


CALL US NOW FOR INQUIRIES AND RESERVATION: LOOK FOR LENI 


OR TEXT/CALL 
0915-9882642 


POWERMAX Tel.: 687-9014 + 687-5748 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


ULTRASOUND TECHNICIAN 


* Male / Female, 25-35 years old 

* BS Radiologic Technologist-Board 
Passer 

* Minimum of 3 years work experience 


Applicants please bring resumé to: 


CLEAR DIAGNOSTICS. 
ULTRASOUND CENTER 

1152 E. Rodriguez Ave, Seneca Plaza 
Bldg. (lower ground) New Manila Q.C. 
Tel. No. 4168121 j 

email add: lujenelim@ yahoo.com 


PMAP workshop set 


THE PEOPLE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
of the Philippines-Human Resource Manage- 
ment Development Center (PMAP-HRMDC) 
will be conducting a two-day workshop on 
"Becoming an Employer of Choice.” This 
would be held at EDSA Shangri-La Hotel from 
8a.m.-5 p.m. on July 23 and 24, To be an 
“Employer of Choice Organization" means 
attracting, optimizing and holding top talents 
for long tenure because employees choose to 
be there. Explore and develop the three 
essential factors of corporate excellence 
namely: perception management, employment 
brand management and the best practices of 
employment and discover for yourself the 
roadmap to becoming an employer that is 
truly a cut above the rest. For inquiries, please 
contact: Luanne dela Gruz@726-1532/81/88 or 
email at uanne.delacruz@pmap.org.ph 


DOLE holds employers’ 
forum for PWDs 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOY- 
ment (Dole) held an employers’ forum on July 12, 
with the country's biggest employers group, major 
‘companies, and other governmentand non- 
government organizations to help persons with 
disabilities (PWDs) become self-sufficientthrough 
the provision of employment opportunities. Labor 
‘and Employment Acting Secretary Luzviminda 
Padilla said the forum was in support of this year's 
29th celebration of the National Disability Preven- 
tionand Rehabilitation (МОРА) Week on July 17- 
23. Padilla said the forum participants include 
representatives from the Employers Confederation 
ofthe Philippines, Archdiocese of Manila, NGOs for 
PWDs, and big firms such as SM, Puregold, 
Lamoiyan Inc., Phil. Airlines, and the Customer 
Contact Genter, Inc. Government representatives to 
the eventinclude those from the Office of the 
President, Departments of Health (DOH) and 
‘Transportation and Communication (DOTC), and 
the Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (Tesda). Padilla sald the participants. 
signeda pledge of commitment during the forum to 
participate at the NDPR Job Fair on July 23 and hire 
qualified PWDs who will troop tothe fair 


EAD LEARNING SYSTEMS, IN 


Is in search of dynamic, hardworking, and creative individuals 


SENIOR MANAGERS ACCOUNT MANAGERS 
(raci сүттүг maki оса ої па 
Nin sol sales and | Br pusness related courses Н 


marketing background 
markaling Padaras of With solid sales And marketing 
preferably graduates of background 


business-related courses 
‘excellent communication skills Very good communication and 
interpersonal skills 


‘service-oriented with 
very good interpersonal skills | highly motivated, wiling to travel. 
wiling to work flexible hours 


ENGUSHTUTORS — 
“graduates of AB Engl, Language Education, or other related 
< rele ably wih Engish leaching experience 
- Bulent oral and watan comunicati 
ing work exta Nous 


REVIEW LECTURERS 
honor graduates or teachers of UP, Ateneo, and La Salle; or Bar 
or Board topnotchere: or law or medicine graduates and students 
wah outstanding senclastc records 
wil lecture on Math or Scienca or Language, Reading, or. 
loner information 
сег communication skits 


Sand your curriculum vitae with a recent photo to hr@aheadph.cor 
чк FoR bung. 317 Kauna enue, Lo tip Qiao О AIDS: 
on Pak. Ss Aasa el” ORE ШИ. Prk rare (ea © 
Телне бл. Oa Center КАЕ ripe Care, Prone су Eni ty 
ЖЫ S.P SER iig » MEN De venaca Rud, Luca’ Ош 


казтаман» oiswnihten. 


Records Management Services Manager 


Candidate must possess at least a Bachelor’s/College 
Degree in Business Studies/Administration/Management, 
Economics, and Sales & Marketing or equivalent, at least 
1-3 year(s) of working experience in sales, with excellent 
communication skills and computer literacy 


Relocation Consultant/International Sales 


Sales experience and formal sales training a benefit; 
minimum of 3 years working experience required; 
attractive remuneration package avallable inclusive of 
commission-based income 


Accountant 


Candidate must be a graduate of BS Accountancy, with 
at least 2 years experience in all facets of accounting, 
with excellent skills in handling computerized accoun 
system, with excellent oral and written commui 

skills 


Qualified applicants will be offered a competitive 
compensation package, training programs, and 
‘opportunity for growth 


Interested applicants may send their resumé to 
info@carepakmoving.com or fax to 807-3041. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY BY A 
LARGE CONSTRUCTION FIRM 


PLANT MECHANICS 
INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIANS 
WELDERS 

PLUMBERS 
WAREHOUSEMEN 


PLS. APPLY PERSONALLY AT: 


CORPORATE RECRUITMENT, 
RAMCAR CENTER, 
80 ROCES AVENUE, Q.C. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Social Welfare and Development 
Batasan Pambansa Complex, Constitution Hill, Quezon City 


NOTICE OF VACANCY 


Inconplance wih he pronsions ol RA 704, he Internal Ault Service of the Department of 
Social Welare end Development has a vacant Director II position, Salary Grade 27, ih 
те 'оюнпу questo requrerneris: 
Edion Маяга degre prefered business, publ anc managamantor 
pubic adan, economes, ass, ngrneeng and oer 
чап. courses needed o meet ine Deparimen's aud esponsiies 
years n postions imong management and supervision prelerabiy 
(Chet Dion performing nem aut unctons 
“raring on eral auût functon, management and вира, ал 
авала 
РА 1080 (CPAY Career Executive Sonico Egi (CSEE) and Career 
Exensive Sane (CSE) an advantage 
ters ‘Superior win and ora eommurcaon ls 
neesindappicans may submit hel appteaion and comprehensive resumé wih 23210 pue 
{othe Aslan Secretary and licen Charge ol e arra AO Sence, DSWD, Corstuion 
Hiis Batasan Complex, Quezon Cy on or belare Jy 20.2007 
(Sgt MARIE ANGELA S GOPALAN 
reci Human Resources anagorumand 
‘Development Saree 


Expeianca. 
Taning 
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PHILKINGDOM, INC. company 
sanctioned by PAGCOR to provide the 
ultimate gaming entertainment of ‘SPORTS 
BETTING’ inthe Philippines. Our organization 
is now in need of mature and highly motivated 

individuals who are looking for a long-term 

career to join us. 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS (CPA) 
* Atleast 2 years work experience 
BOOKKEEPERS 
* Accounting graduate or any business related course 


MARKETING EXECUTIVE 
* Strong in e-commerce 
* Preferably with IT background 


Interested applicants are requested to submit their resumé with 
2x2 photos VIA email to joetang@ philkingdom.com. 


ST. MARY OFTHE WOODS SCHOOL 


is now accepting applications for the following positions: 


HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 
GRADE SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 
PSYCHOMETRICIAN 

SPD TEACHER 


Applyin person or email vour resume to: 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 
1273 Batangas cor, Faraday Sts. San Isidro, Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 815-1601 / 844-1615 / 844-1934 
129-7674 / 129-1675 / 8876850 


Ema amarepeeifenecph * stmaryadminepaciicnez ph 
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JOB Market. . 


i.t. is you 
"that we want 


We offer our clients high-quality solution: 
North American front-end account тапа; 
global solutions provide the best and most effective way to serve our customers requirements. 
RenditionDigital is 
Phlippines. In addition, we have client management, support and sales offices in the US and Europe. 


RenditionDigital offers a highly attractive compensation 
incentives for all our employees. If you believe you have what it takes to 
dynamic and multi-cultural workforce, we invite you to visit our website at www.renditiondigital.com. 


You may refer to the Careers section of our website for details. 


Interested applicants are invited to either send a soft copy of their CVs to: 
humanresources@renditiondigital.com or mail their comprehensive resume to: 
Human Resource Department 15th Floor Multinational Bancorp Center, 

6805 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 

Please indicate the postion code on the subject ine 
WWW.RENDITIONDIGITAL.COM 


RENDITIONDIGITAL INC. is a provider of cost-effective software development and Digital Content Solutions 
to a wide range of clients in the business application, telecommunications, electronics and digital media markets. 


is with the best economics today through a combination of European and 
gement and our back-end Manila-based development environment. Our 


headquartered in Dublin, Iretand. Our development and operations facilities are based in Manila, 


and benefits scheme including pay for performance 
become part of RenditionDigital's 


ey 
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We are looking for: 
Test Engineers (code: RD-TE) 

Net Developer (code: RD-.ND) 

Business Analyst (code: RD-BA) 

Project Managers (code: RD-PM) 

C/C++ Developers (code: RD-CD) 

VB.Net Developers (code: RD-VB) 

Database Developer (code: RD-DD) 

RPG Programmers (code: RD-RPG) 

Engineer Support Lead (code: RD-ESL) 

Java Support Engineers (code: RD-JSE) 

Java Software Engineers (code: RD-JSEng) 

Test Development Engineers (code: RD-TDE) 

Senior Database Administrator (code: RD-SDA) 
Customer Support Engineers (code: RD-CSE) 

Senior Java/Web Services Developer (code RD-WSD) 
Graphic Designers / Flash Engineers (code: RD-GD/FE) 
Senior Systems Support and Administration Engineer (code: RD-SSAE) 


ah 
DECCA = 


DECCA, established in 1973 and listed on the Stock Exchange 
of Hong Kong in 2000, is a reputable high-end furniture 
manufacturer and interior contractor. Employing over 2400 
staff with manufacturing facilities in Dongguan, РАС, we are 
currently seeking for high caliber and experienced individuals 
to meet our rapid expansion: 


Project Coordinator(s) 


Requirements 
Degree or above in interior Design, Building Studies, Architecture, 
Architectural Studies or equivalent; 
Minimum 2 years’ experience in the project coordination of 
furniture supply contracts or luxury brand retail fixtures projects; 
Hardworking and able to work independently under minimum 
supervision; 

— Well versed with shop drawings production and coordination: 
Excellent command of English and Mandarin (Cantonese is an 
advantage) 


AutoCAD Draftsman 

Requirements 
Degree or above; 
Minimum 3 years’ experience in the use of AuloCAD syster/3D 
rending; 


Experience in design or preparation of furniture drawings 
preferred; 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 
“Graduate of any 4-year course 

* Good communication skills 

+ Energetic, adaptable, and resilient 
+ Ability to multi-task 


Excellent command of English and Mandarin (Cantonese is an 
advantage) 


Quality Control Engineer 
Requirements 

Degree or above; 

Minimum 2 years of working experience in the furniture fied; 
‘Strong in leading inspection and quality control, 

Good analytical and problem solving skills; 

Independent, responsible, slt-ntiative with good communication 
and presentation skis; 

Excellent command of English and Mandarin (Cantonese is an 
advantage) 


QUTBOUND AGENTS 


skills are required 
* Self starter and can think on their feet 


‘The above postions will perform dutiesin Dongguan, China. Interested 
parties please email your full resume indicating your current salary 
package to hr@decca.com.hk 


interaction 


(Personal data collected would be used for recruitment Quallly Interaction 


purposes only) 


More employment opportunities in today’s JOB MARKET. 


Every Sunday with the. MIR ER] 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 


+ Experience in Sales / customer service is an advantage 
* Good written and oral English communication 


YourCall Center Partner 
For Growth and Profitability 


important. 


NOW IS THE BEST TIME to join Qinteraction as we 
are on a roll to achieving a major- Growth on the 
second half of 2007. 


As we continue to EXPAND our Local and 
International Operations, we are inviting 
candidates who wish to build a long-term career 
with one of the PIONEERS in the call center 
industry. 


PREMIUM AGENTS (Guaranteed 30K Base Pa! 

* Excellent English conversational skills 

* Good voice quality 

* Outgoing personality 

“Confident and spontaneous 

+ Preferably candidates who have prior experience as CSRs, 
English teachers, Executive Secretaries, Account / Sales 
Executives or graduates of Mass Communication, Journalism 
and Tourism 


wa 


These are urgent requirements please visit us. Н 
Tam-4pm Mondays-Fridays ( be ready for а test and interview) ¦ 
Qinteraction Philippines Inc., | 

Human Resources Department H 

8h floor ВРІ Buendia Center, Gil Puyat Ave, Makati City, 1200 
Or send your resumes at HR@interaction.com i 

www Qinteraction.com i 


Where You Find Tbe Best. 


WORKING 


By Ma. Esther Salcedo- 
Posadas 
Contributor 


IF YOU HAVE BEEN WORKING 
in the same company for a 
while, you may be wondering 
if there is a chance that you 
would eventually get a promo- 
tion at work. While no one 
can really ascertain that, ex- 
cept your superiors, there may 
be a few telltale signs that you 
are being considered for a 
move up the ladder: 

1. Your boss entrusts you 
with his work when he or she 
is gone. While additional 
work is not necessarily a sign 
of upward mobility, the fact 
that your boss trusts you to 
continue his work in his ab- 
sence is a good indication of 
his faith in you, 

2. You are sent to manage- 
ment training programs. As 
you move to the top, there is 
a greater need to develop 
more people skills. If your 
company sends you on a trai- 


ning program that deal with 
management topics then you 
are likely being favored to 
take on more managerial 
roles. 

3. You are assigned more 
tasks'related to your boss’ job. 


jOBMarket 
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Five signs you may be 
up for a promotion 


If your immediate superior 
starts to assign more mana- 
ging roles then he may be 
testing the waters to see if you 
can manage under pressure or 
take on additional responsi- 
bility. 


4, You receive an excellent 
performance appraisal. To 
perform on average is not 
enough to gain you a promo- 
tion, Your boss would have to 
see that you have done your 
work beyond what is ex- 
pected of you. 

5. Your boss gives you a 
clue. It may also happen that 
during your performance ap- 
praisal meeting or other op- 
portunities to chat, your boss 
could give a hint that perhaps 
you are being groomed for a 
promotion. He may mention 
a need in the company or he 
could discuss his plans to train 
you for а role. 

Gareer growth is probably 
one of your major concerns. 
By keeping your eyes open to 
the above clues, you may be 
helping yourself discern the 
path that is appropriate for 
your life. Keep your eyes 
open and listen well. You 
will not regret it 

(Send feedback to http:// 
www jaypasadas blogspot.com) 


Pursue your mission with passion 


By Tita Datu Puangco 

L-EARNING 
TODAY, WE WILL TALK ABOUT AN- MOMENTS 
other vital element of selFleadership 
and empowerment. It is discovering 
one's personal mission, crafting a 
mission statement and pursuing it 
‘with passion. Our last article talked 
about the value of mindfulness and 
the power of vision, 

Reading the biographies of suc- 
cessful men also in our times, one can 
immediately spot that the seed of 
greatness has been rooted in a sense 
of mission. 

Set a mission. A mission is de- 
fined as “a calling or a specific task 
that a person or group of persons is 
sent to perform" or “an allotted or self 
imposed duty or task.” We derive 
many benefits from having a sense of 
mission. One, it gives meaning to life. 
Tt is the golden thread that connects 
our present moments, our activities, 
ош striving and our dreams. 

Tam very impressed by the wri 
ting of Chiara Lubich on life. “Lifeis a. 
personal, unique design of the love of 
God for every person. Each of life's 
events: joyful, sad, success, failure 
are willed or permitted by Him for me 
to discern, moment by moment His 
wi" 

"When I choose to be outside my 
design, God lovingly and mercifully 
leads me back. What I need is to co- 
operate and respond to His great love 
with love fulfilling this design. The 
fullness of life is accomplished at the 
end of life when enter into His King- 
dom." The personal mission discerns 
the particular design of God for every 


Tita Datu Puangco 


individual 

‘Two, a personal mission sets the 
general guidelines of one's life. It 
helps a person make important deci 
sions about his family, his work, his 
social responsibility and other facets 
of life, It provides the reason why in a 
world of many choices, we choose to 
pursue what is most aligned to our 
mission. 

"Three, a personal mission acts as 
an anchor; it prevents us from losing 
control of our lives. It enables us to 
set aside temptations and distrac- 
tions and go for genuine and true op- 
portunities that permit us to live а 
fuller life, t enables usto make sound 
decisions and practice effective ac- 
tions. 

Ask questions. A personal 
mission provides us answers to the 
following questions: What do I want 
from life? What is the will of God for 
my life? What do I value? What are 
my talents? At the end of my life 
what do I want to have accom- 
plished? The answers may change 
аз we go through life's passages. In 
my case 1 have decided to revisit my 
personal mission every decade of 
my life. The essentials remain the 
same but the nuances and context 
change. 

Now, don't be daunted by a mis- 
sion statement. It can be as short as 


Marketing educator talks 
about ideal training venue 


"THE OFFICE IS SOMETIMES NOT 
the appropriate venue to host a va- 
riety of "morale-boosting” activi 
ties. In fact, management studies 
have revealed a positive effect on 
individuals who undergo training in 
avenue that offers a relaxed amo- 
sphere and a green environment, 
A change of scenery also enhances 
one’s creativiry and decision-mak- 
ing skills, 

“The Meralco Development 
Center (MMLDC), located along 
Sumulong Highway in Antipolo 
City, is carving a reputation as an 
ideal venue for leaming, nature ap- 
preciation, and development of 
one's full potential. Dubbed as a 
“campus in the hilis” with “class- 
rooms that extend into the for- 
ests," MMLDC is now the top 
‘choice for corporate training and 
events that go beyond the usual 
setup of hotels, restaurants, re- 
sorts and conference rooms. 

The reputation of MMLDC as 
an ideal training center was un- 
derscored by Josiah Go, a mar- 
keting educator and consultant 
connected with Mansmith and 
Fielders Inc. He is also an entre- 
preneur and owner of Waters 
Philippines. 

“1 can jog in the morning in a 
safe, pollution-free, garden-like 
environment before the start of our 


seminars. The aviary is also a nice 
place to visit, which is not cor 
‘monly found in other raining facili- 
ties,” he said. 

“instead of a resort in Laguna 
which requires about more than 
two hours travel time, itnow takes 
usless than an hour from our New 
Manila office to reach MMLDC, 
We are able to utilize an exclusive 
venue while saving a lot of time, 
money and effort,” he sai. 

“In one of our training sessions, 
aparticipant had to be rushed tothe 
hospital. The MMLDC nurse, staff, 
as well as drivers were all there to 
help. It wasa great moment in ex- 
periencing the MMLDC brand,” he 
reminisced. 

‘The MMLDC brand is further 
strengthened by three prestigious 
180 certifications that conform ac- 
cordingly to the quality environ- 
ment, safety and health талар 
ment system. MMLDC was certi- 
fied the ISO 9000:2001 for Product 
Quality; the ISO 14001:2004 for 
Environment; and the 150 
18001:1999 for safety and health. 
This places MMLDCas the first and 
only training and development cen- 
ter to be certified with all three 
highly coveted international cita- 
tions. For inquiries call MMLDC at 
632-8111 or e-mail marketing 


Gmmlácorg. 


а single sentence, almost like a slo- 
gan, that one can easily remember. 
and memorize. For example, a sample 
mission statement is: "to be a help- 
ing hand through value-added train- 
ing, education and advice to my fam- 
ily, clients, community and country." 

My favorite book for writing per- 
sonal statements is a gift I received 
years ago entitled, “The Path: Creat- 
ing Your Mission Statement for Work 
and for Life” by Laurie Beth Jones. 

She suggests a number of simple 
yet powerful starting exercises to 
make you examine your unique gifts 
and background. Try and answer the 
following questions: What were 
your parents’ unlived lives? Do you 
know what their dreams were? 
Have their unlived lives affected or 
influenced you? Has someone in the 
past givena positive prophecy about 
you? Whose voice can God use to 
give you messages about your mis- 
sion and destiny? Write down your 
talents: what do people say you аге 
good at? Which of the gifts that 
were given to you have you chosen 
to use? 

What's your passion? Then 
focus on the area ог gift that drives 
you with passion or enthusiasm. 

Interesting that enthusiasm 
comes from en theos or "in 
God. "Jones asks us to consider the 
following questions: What most ex- 
cites you in or about the world? What. 
most angers you in or about the 
‘world? If you could teach three things 
to others about what excites you in 
the world, what three things would 
you teach? How can you use what 


most excites you to affect or change 
what most angers you? 

Finally, a mission іза! about help- 
ing others and providing service. Ask 
yourself: who are you here to help? 
"Then go ahead and write your mission 
statement. After writing your mission 
statement, evaluate it. Ask yourself, 
is my mission statement based on 
my deep beliefs and principles? 

Does it represent the best within 
me? Do! feel direction, purpose, chal- 
enge and motivation? Do | have the 
talents, strategies and skills to 
achieve my mission? What do I need 
to do and know to make my mission 
happen for me? 

Years ago, 1 wrote my mission 
statement and carefully folded itand 
tucked it into my wallet. Everyday, as 
1 say my morning prayer, I read itso 
that living my day, God's will for my 
mission will happen today, 

Many of our readers have indi- 
cated an interest and desire to get a 
free distance learning certificate if 
they pass the online test that we will 
be giving after the tenth column. 
Please write I-earningmoments 
@ancillaede.com.ph for soft copies of 
the past columns you may have 
missed. Here is to an exciting eam- 
ing week ahead. 

(The author is the CEO of Ancilla 
Enterprise Development Consulting, 
a training and consulting company 
specializing in strategy management, 
leading change, human resource sys- 
tems, leadership and enterprise 
training. Send feedback to Learning 
moments@ancillaede.com or fax: 
892-2902.) 


Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37 

Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the rob. 
bers' victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 


Work-a neighborhood 
By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


REFLECTING ON THE QUESTION JESUS POSED RE- 
garding who was "neighbor to the robber's victim" in the 
selected Gospel narrative (Lk. 10:25-37), I thought of the 
very common attitude of looking at others as competitors 
rather than partners or “neighbors” in business or in 
work. Many businessmen and workers would regard oth- 
ers as competitors who could pose threats and obstacles 
to their success, and whom they should eliminate by 
outsmarting or outdoing them in work. Some would see 
others as aggressors and would react by being hard and 
also aggressive in dealing with them. 

Such attitude and behavior would make life and work 
more difficult than what it really is for everyone. Yet, 
the workplace could become like a good and pleasant 
“neighborhood” where everyone would readily go, stay 
happy and feel fulfilled. 

When the employer regards his employees as his im- 
portant partners for his company/business, he would 
most likely get more profit than when he treats his 
people like slaves. When a supervisor welcomes the sug- 
gestions and ideas of his subordinates and makes them an 
important part of the work procedures, a smoother 
workflow and more productive work could result than 
when he just dictates on them what to do. When a 
worker feels what his companions are feeling, like a fa- 
ther who would feel what his son ог, апу member of his 
family is going through, he would certainly love his work, 
the workplace and everyone around him as vital parts of 
his being. When everyone treats each other as Jesus 
would, and works with Jesus’ love and mercy, the work- 
place becomes a truly desirable neighborhood for all. (E- 
mail the author at mfvg@skyinet.net) 
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Neighbors at work 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 
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ONE TRUTH ABOUT THE WORKPLACE IS: WHOEVER 
and whatever your “neighbors” are, don't expect them to 
be as neighborly as you'd want them to be. Your actual 
neighbor—yes, the one occupying the cubicle next to 
yours—may be a thief, a liar or a saint-in-the-making, but 
your happiness or fulfillment at work does not depend 
оп his or her purity or filth. The duty to be a good neigh- 
bor is up to the individual alone—you can't demand it of 
others although you must try your best to be one yourself. 

There are many reasons even the jolliest of our cowor- 
kers fail to be neighborly at times. Perhaps her teenage 
daughter ran away from home, or maybe he got an early 
morning tongue-lashing from the boss. We have heard this 
passed on as a joke many times—and you may think its 
silly—but sleeping “outside the kulambo” can be a real rea- 
son for being insufferably grumpy at work. So can missing 
one's morning coffee and cigarettes, as some coffee and 
nicotine addicts claim. Then again, there are those who 
have made a habit of being un-neighborly, so it's useless to 
look for a reason for that. 

Whatever the situation in the work neighborhood, it's best 
to watch our own disposition as a neighbor. Try to read today’s 
Gospel and situate yourself in the story of the good Samaritan: 
which of the characters would you most likely be in the story? 
The priest? The Levite? The Samaritan? The mugging vic- 
tim? Or one of the robbers? Be honest with yourself, then 
translate the story in the workplace setting. Those whose 
“boss” is Jesus would know that the “neighbor” in the work- 
place is the one who treats his coworkers with understanding 
‘and compassion. (E-mail the author at teresa, de manila@yahoo.com) 


Get that five-day feel good vibe 


By Karen Anne C. Liquete 
Contributor 


IF YOU'RE THE TYPE OF OFFICE 
worker who grumbles on Mondays 
and can't wait for office hours to 
end on Friday afternoons, why not. 
make a radical shift to positivity 
this July? Here's how: 

Mondays 

* Create a "Wishes" journal. 
Scriblle your long-buried dreams, 
desires and aspirations on paper. 
Cut and collect pictures of who 
you'd like to be, what you'd like to 
do, what things you'd like to have 
in five years time. List three ac- 
tions you can take to make them 
a reality. Put all pictures and posi- 
tive thoughts together while sa- 
voring the feelings of making your 
dreams come true. 

* Meet up with successful and 
supportive career people from dif- 
ferent fields. Set up a regular 
Monday meeting to share ideas, 
knowledge and expertise. Who 
knows? You might learn of an 
opening for the job of your 
dreams in this gathering. 

= Nurture your body and soul. 
Monday night after work is the 
perfect time to sweat off tension 
and stress from your system. 
Spend a full hour at the gym and 
complere the whole experience 


with a soo- 
thing body 
massage. 

Tuesdays 

* Start the day right 
with positive affir- 
mations. Recite these 
words as you look in the 
mirror. “I am happy. 
healthy and content." Re 
peating the words again 
and again will surely 
boost your mood. 

* Be passionate 


about your plans. Е 
Commit to accom- | 
plishing your to-do 

list with all the pep 

you can muster. Take D 


calculated risks to cre- 
ate new effects and out- 

comes in your life. Make 

that daring move you've 

been postponing out of fear. 

Wednesdays 

* Communicate your desires to 
the world. See, call and e-mail at 
least three people who you believe 
can help move you closer to your 
dreams. 

Plan next week's activities, List 
all short and long-term goals for 
next week. Anticipate bottlenecks 
and obstacles and find solutions to 
address them. 

‘Thursdays 


Practice prosperous thinking, 
List a hundred things you're grate- 
ful for, Don't stop until you reach 
that number. Give the same bles- 
sings back to society. You could 
donate time to a social cause 
you're passionate about. You can 
even mentor a new hire in the of- 
fice. There are a lot of ways you 
‘can make the world a better place 
without even leaving your office 


floor! 


Fridays 

* Have a feast for the senses. Ex- 
pose yourself to new sights, smells, 
tastes and tunes. Explore the 
many ways to include these new 
found stimuli to boost your days 
at the office. Listen to that cool 
chill-out music on the way to 
work. Bring your officemates to 
that new restaurant you recently 
discovered. The possibilities are 
endless! 
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By Ruth L. Navarra ^ 
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ND SO IS LORD VOLDEMORT. SO WHY IS THE 


Daily Prophet saying otherwise? 


€ In "Harry Potter and the Order of the 


wi AS. 


® Phoenix" the Minister of Magic, Cornelius 


Fudge, tries to turn the wizard community 


dm A. 


against Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) and Albus 


Dumbledore. He insists that Harry is a liar 
and that Dumbledore just wants to oust him from his position. 
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Discover . the 


behind the 


magic 


| latest Harry 
: Potter - 
; movie! 


VOLUME 10, NUMBER 68 


In the film, we learn about a secret organization called the Order of the Phoenix. These 
wizards, including Harry's godfather Sirius Black, believe that Voldemort is back. 


Back in Hogwarts, Harry faces other hurdles. Some actually believe The Daily 
Prophet, Dumbledore doesn't talk to him, and much worse, they have a new Defense 


Against the Dark Arts teacher who seems to take pleasure in torturing him. 


But Harry's friends come through for him. Led by 
1 Hermione (Emma Watson) and Ron (Rupert Grint), 


1 


| they create a secret club called "Dumbledore's Army." 


With Harry's coaching, the Hogwarts students rise to 


Daniel, Emma and Rupert are clearly already very 


familiar 


with their roles. 


We were pleasantly 


surprised by flashbacks showing snippets of past Potter movies, reminding us how 
much these actors have grown and changed. 


A pleasant addition to their roster is 
Evanna Lynch, who plays Luna Lovegood. 
In an interview, Evanna said that being 
Luna comes naturally to her, and it shows. 

| She is both serene and quirky, and her 
*| presence onscreen feels like a breath of 
fresh air. 


They couldn't 
find a better actress 
to play Prof. Dolores 


Umbridge than Imelda Staunton. As the . 


new Defense Against the Dark Arts 
teacher and agent of the Ministry of 
Magic, Prof. Umbridge is pure terror! 
Even if she's dressed in a motherly style, 
you'd think twice before approaching her. 
You will sense sharpness in her eyes and 
her giggles are menacing. Every time she 
appears, you will want to run away as fast 
as possible. 


In this fifth Potter movie, there are 


-new places to ogle, places that are not 


= 

there if you're not looking—like a phone 
booth that becomes an elevator, or 
Grimauld Place. 


If you can catch the film in Imax, do 
so, The last 20 minutes of the film are 
in.3-D, and you will be tempted to 
reach out and fight with Harry against 
the Death Eaters! 


All in all, we find this "Harry Potter” 
the most exciting! 
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^| left the moviehouse 
with a big grin on my face. 
My favorite scene was 
when the Weasley 
brothers threw fireworks 
| while riding on brooms!” 
--Krysten 
Boado, 10 
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“ү ће cover of your July 8 issue. For someone like me whose 
tj ambition is to become a successful animator someday, the ~ 


ko. informative. 
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article “An Artist's Recipe" was very interesting, timely and f" 


, i 
Right now I am in Grade 10, so I: 
have less. than two years to decide t- 
which college course to take to make , 
my dream come true. Ms. Gini's L 

training and experience would help 
guide me in planning the career path 8 
that I should take. This summer, I took [7 
in 2D animation, and 
hopefully І will be able to take 3D mod- | 
eling and animation lessons next year. 


5 Thopeyou can feature more Filipino wg 
animators in your future issues. І really 9m 
enjoy learning about their 
achievements and the challenges they 
face. 2 z 
Reading JI is: both 
educational. JI, you rock! m 
È 
-—Michelle B. Villanueva 
1 13 years old ё 
Sta..Rosa, Laguna 


UA 


|. What dn inspiring letter |E 
Michelle! .We look -forward to- | 


"seeing: your work “as an. 


. animator in.the near future. We 


.have a gift for you, please call 
Ate Dianne Villafuerte at 
897-8808 local 340 to find out 
how you can claim it. 


„fun and & 


age and the city where you live. We'll be waiting! : . 
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By Kara Danielle E. Medina, 13 years old, Sampaloc, Manila 


OMETIMES A PERSON SIMPLY 
has to take a closer look at the 
people around him or her to see 


that indeed, the world is not short of 
extraordinary people. 


. Take my lola,-for example. 


=- My, Lola. Doyet- doesn't like being 


‘caught doing nothing. What's funny is, . 


2 no one ever requires her to do anything. 
Actually, no one wants her to do 
anything. But she still does. 


When the sink is full of unwashed 
dishes, she'll do the washing even when 
She hasn't eaten yet. She washes my 
cousins' clothes and makes sure they 
always have clean uniforms to wear. 


zd V 

Lola Doyet is a total fanatic when it 
comes to the radio. She listens to 
music and the news. We all joke that 
with all the news that she shares, she 
could be a news anchor. 


Have I mentioned that 
grandmother is blind? 


my 


She says that she's not totally blind, 
but how am I to know? All I know is 
that it started with a simple disease. It 
grew worse because of lack of 
medication and ап inexperienced 
doctor's unsuccessful operation. 


But every day, I look at Lola Doyet 


Ka 


and 1 see someone who does more 
than I can do, She is never considered 
handicapped because she is so 
"independent. The only times she asks 
for help is when she has to have her 
hair cut, or when she goes to church. 


Whenever I think I can't face 
another pile of homework or one more 
drudging day in school, I look at my 
Lola Doyet and I'm ashamed. She 
wants to do so much, and she does, 
even When she's not completely 
physically able. She attends to people, 
and not the other way around. 


Maybe extraordinary people become 
such because they choose to break out 
of the ordinary. Lola Doyet is an 
everyday reminder that 1 can become 
extraordinary. I don't have to discover a 
planet, fund a university, or .adopt 
homeless orphans. She proves that living 
a full life can make a person someone 
who will always be remembered, This 
extraordinary person is, and will always 
be, an inspiration to me. 
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Frozen find 


AFROZEN six-month-old mammoth was 
found in May this year in Russia. The body, 
which is roughly the same size as a large 
dog, has been lying in frozen ground for an 
estimated 40,000 years. Mammoths have 
been extinct since the Ice Age. Reuters 


$4 
Soldi 
SGT. PONCIANO Parcena of the 
Philippine Army paints a sign at a daycare 
center in Payatas. According the to the é AE. ў 
military, soldiers are being sent to slum areas г ; й “ma BALLOONS suspend Kent Couch in the 
to counter communist guerrillas’ recruitment NG м : з : "M sky—while on a lawn chair! He had about four. 
and propaganda activities. Some groups ba 4 PS | plastic bags holding five gallons of water each. 


protest that this action is aimed at controlling х ё y «NE At the turn of a spigot, he would release water 
government critics. 1 a 33 


T something:, Canyyou 
i. guess) whatiitiis? 


com.ph on or before July 25. Don't i 
forget to write your full name, age, 
\ contact numbers and address! 
[i 
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_§ Ten lucky JI readers will win a 
i set of cool “Ratatouille” goodies— 
a stationery set, maze, and 


Harry. Because he's brave, | 


friendly, loves his family, and is 
handsome too.--Karl Angeline 
Ocampo, 13, Paranaque City 


[. like. Harry because hı 
smart, ' nice © 
diligen i н 
Galang, © 11: :years.: 
Tondo, Manila~ 


tiend. —Lineth: 
.Bagon, 11... 
Makati, Manila: . 


Gusto ko si Harry kasi Y 
siya ang bida!--Luis 
dela Vega, 7 years old, 
Mandaluyong, Manila 


like:Hermione because 

\ she's 'smart--Ma. Llana 

Mabborang, 12 years old, 
Makati, „Manila 


Tlike Harry because he's 
good at memorizing 
spells and he can defeat 
big monsters.--Kyle 
Martin Ilagan, 11 years f 
old, Angono, Rizal . 
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INQUIRER 


‘The Secrets Behind! 


ны МА aaa Абы eoe eme 
MOVIE SETS CAN BE JUST. AS MAGICAL AS HOGWARTS, 
and it's not just because of the special effects, Here are some Yi 


| secrets behind the making of the latest Potter movie! 
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1B 0 TO BE LUNA 


part. Thats 10,000 more kids than what Katie Leung 
had to beat to be Cho Chang! 


Evanna is a confessed Potterhead. She instantly 
loved Luna Lovegood when she first read about her in the | 
book. Consistent with Luna's very individual taste, Evanna was very specific with the details "С" 
"of her character. She once insisted to the costume designer that her character's red radish 
earrings be changed to orange. 
- €*90904090999989909090905€090230€0 


FEET OFF, PLEASE! 


When filming the scenes in the Room of 
Requirements, the cast had to cover the soles 
¢ of their shoes with black velvet. The crew 
: members, on the other hand, wore blue 
È surgical shoes so they wouldn't tread dust 
£ onto the floor of the set. Any dust on the black 
; floor could reveal the lighting system benea 
the grills of the room. 


KE 3 n 
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|, WICKEDLY PINK 


5 d Vihen we see pink, we usually think pretty and dainty. But 


J after watching this movie, we will never see this color in the same 


“way again. à 
Ф E bii 


aye 


Costume designer Jany Temime made Prof. Dolores Umbridge! s outfits pink, pinker, and 4 


€9ee006009050259000009099 


MINISTRY OF TILES 


, The Ministry of Magic atrium is the 
Г largest set ever built for Potter films. 
E Ihe set is over 200 feet ын 120 feet 


| than 30, 000 tiles to cover it, all of 
bwhich had to be individually placed. 


; 55 У GREEN SCREEN 


Sp ll Scenes ‘at the Hall of Prophecy } 
were shot entirely against a green background. + 
The hall is the first ever completely computer- ` 
generated set in a Harry Potter film. 
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„7 Harry. Because he's brave, 


friendly, loves his family, and is | 


handsome too.--Karl Angeline 
Ocampo, 13, Paranaque City 


I like Harry because he's 
smart, nice and 
diligent—Juan :Rodrigo // 
Galang, 11 years old, 
Tondo, Manila _ 


(1 like Hermione because 
she thinks first-before she 
acts. She's а great 
magician and a good 
-friend.—Lineth Joy 
Bagon, 1] years old, 
Makati, Manila 

Ne 


N 
Gusto ko si Harry kasi 
siya ang bida!--Luis 


dela Vega, 7 years old, 
Mandaluyong, Manila 


- I like Hermione because 
she's smart.—Ma. Llana 
Mabborang, 12 years old, 
Makati, Manila 


I like Harry because he's | 
good at memorizing | 
spells and he can defeat 
big monsters.—Kyle 
Martin Ilagan, 11 years 
old, Angono, Rizal 
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MOVIE SETS CAN BE JUST AS MAGICAL AS HOGWARTS, N 
and it's not just because of the special effects. Here are some 
secrets behind the making of the latest Potter movie! 
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(45 BORN TO BE LUNA 


S Evanna Lynch, who played Luna €, 
Lovegood, had to beat 15,000 other girls to get the € 
part. That's 10,000 more kids than what Katie Leung u 
had to beat to be Cho Chang! 5 


Evanna is a confessed Potterhead. She instantly 
loved Luna Lovegood when she first read about her in the 
book. Consistent with Luna's very individual taste, Evanna was very specific with the details 
of her character. She once insisted to the costume designer that her character's red radish 
earrings be changed to orange. 
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FEET OFF, PLEASE! 


е When filming the scenes in the Room of 
, Requirements, the cast had to cover the soles 
5 of their shoes with black velvet. The crew 

members, on the other hand, wore blue 
i Surgical shoes so they wouldn't tread dust 
з onto the floor of the set. Any dust on the black 
i floor could reveal the lighting system benea 

* the grills of the room. 


When we see pink, we usually think pretty and dainty. But 
after watching this movie, we will never see this color in the same 
way again. 


Costume designer Jany Temime made Prof. Dolores Umbridge's outfits pink, pinker, and е 


pinkest. Јапу adds that as she “gains power, the color gets stronger and more atrocious.” 
"АГ pgoococeoococooooococococoócoo0 


| MINISTRY OF TILES 
i The Ministry of Magic atrium is the 
largest set ever built for Potter films. 
The set is over 200 feet long, 120 feet 
Í wide and 30 feet high. It took more 
t than 30,000 tiles to cover it, all of 


Q00066000000006606€6000900c000€ 


(5); GREEN SCREEN 


7^" Scenes at the Hall of Prophecy 
were shot entirely against a green background. 
“The hall is the first ever completely computer- 


,« generated set in a Harry Potter film. 
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RAGNAROK i BY LEVEL-UP GAMES 


WILL YOUR GUILD MAKE IT TO THE FINALS OF THE RAGNAROK PHILIPPINE CHAMPIONSHIP 2007? FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT HTTP://WWW .RAGNAROK.PH 
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BROWSER 


A GOLDEN summer. That's the only way 
you can describe what went on at Playa 
Calatagan in Batangas, as the beach 
bloomed with white and yellow-clad football 
players, all participants in the 1st Rudy 
Project Beach Football Invitational 
tournament. 


A total of 26 teams vied for top honors in 
the men's and ladies' divisions in this May 
26 event presented by Rudy Project as 
part of its Extreme Summer 2007 activities. 


Emerging victorious were Team Rudy 
Project/DLSU-A in the ladies’ open division 
and Team Ford/Nomads Football Club in 
the men's open division. 


The Nomads Football Club boasted six 
expats in its roster and was led by top 


www.bdsintl.com 


2010 


$5.29 billion: Expected 
revenue for call center. 


scorer and men's division MVP Mick 
Denison. The Nomads taught their young 
colleagues a thing or two with their 
impressive play throughout the event. 


The other winners were: Kaya FC and 
Sunday Inquirer/Alabang Grins Jrs. as first 
runners-up in the men's and ladies’ 
divisions, respectively. Second runners-up 
for the two divisions were Nike/DLSU-B 
and Rexona/Laguna FC. 


Samantha Bermudez walked away with the 
special prize, a weekend stay at Punta 
Fuego, as the tournament's highest scorer 
with 12 goals. 


Crowned MVP in the ladies’ division was 
Stephanie Pheasant of Rudy 
Project/DLSU-A. Named best goalkeepers 


Figure it out 


$12.1 billion: Expected 
revenue for business process 
outsourcing (BPO) industry by 


P15,000: The average 
employee 
237,175; Number of 


of May 2007 


industry by 2010 


$3.45 billion: Revenue of 
BPO industry as of end-2006 
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160,000: Number of call 
center agents nationwide as of 


May 2007 


monthly salary for a call center 


. employees in BPO industry as 


for the tournament were Haya Ibarra in the 
ladies' and Jonathan Thorpe in the men's 
divisions, respectively. 


Rudy Project Philippines Vice President 
Gabriele Boschi represented the brand 
sponsor in the day-long tournament that 
drew a crowd of over 800 beach football 
enthusiasts. Playa Calatagan, Landco 
Pacific's latest project, co-presented the 
event with Smart Communications, Inc. 
Playa Calatagan's project manager Martin 
Caudal welcomed the guests and 
participants. 


Major sponsors included Nestea, Axe, Ford 
and Rush fitness water. Minor sponsors 
were Nike, Royal Elastics and GNC. * 


331,000: Expected number of 
call center workers in the 
country by 2010 


Compiled by Kate Pedroso, 
Inquirer Research 
Source: Inquirer Archives 
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Welcome to Боо" circa & 2000 


With call centers lighting up the Metro at all hours of the night, the 
country's economic prospects have definitely become brighter 


Ryan Lim 


A CURSORY glance at the nightscape of 
Makati, Libis, The Fort and Ortigas reveals 
that these areas are lighted up all night, 
with pedestrian and mall traffic hardly 
Slackening even in the wee hours of the 
morning. Welcome to BPO Central— 
specific areas in the Metro where the 
business process outsourcing industry has 
taken root and changed the economic and 
business landscape of the country. Given 
the prospects of the industry, advocates 
predict that a lot more will change over the 
next few years. 


According to the Business Process 
Association of the Philippines (BPAP), the 
industry has the potential to employ up to 
one million workers by the end of 2010, just 
a little over three years away. 


Given that the industry presently employs 
only about a quarter of a million workers, 
the growth target—representing a fourfold 
increase—is ambitious, to say the least. 


All-night food outlets have mushroomed around call center buildings 


Nonetheless, BPAP executive director 
Mitch Locsin believes that the entire 
country should support the growth of the 
industry given the multitude of benefits it 
brings to the country, top of which is the 
foreign direct investments that come in 
whenever companies set up contact 
centers locally. 


"These foreign investments translate 
directly into higher employment," he said 
At the end of 2006, there were a total of 
238,000 people employed by the BPO 
industry. These are mainly fresh graduates 
Without the BPO industry, where would 
they go?" 


Indeed, the industry is one factor that has 
helped reduce the country’s unemployment 
rate which, until a few years ago, clung 
stubbornly to double-digit levels. BPO 
firms, with their voracious appetites for 
fresh graduates, have helped cut down 
unemployment, especially in the months 
immediately after the March and April 
graduation dates when the jobless rate 
spikes upward 


More importantly, this higher level of 


employment creates a so-called "trickle 
down" effect on the rest of the economy 


‘Because of the round-the-clock 
operations, all these food outlets are now 
making more money,” Locsin said. “There 
are all these outlets that service the night 
shift workers like Jollibee, McDonalds, 7- 
Eleven, Greenwich, and a lot of others 


In the past, most food outlets would end 
their business hours by 10 p.m. or even 
earlier. But the proliferation of call center 
agents taking their lunch breaks at 
midnight or at 1 a.m. has spawned a whole 
new generation of 24-hour outlets 


“Because of the contact center agents, 
food outlets now have business even late 
at night or early in the morning,” Locsin 
said, explaining that this allowed them to 
maximize their rent overhead by staying 
open and productive round the clock. The 
benefit extends to firms that go beyond just 
providing food to call center workers 


The BPAP official pointed out that more 
and more recreational establishments are 
staying open 24 hours a day. This includes 


(continued on page 14) 
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MENU 


The Urban 
Warrior's 
Restaurant 


i would call the burger at Kublai's 
Rock “The Warrior" instead of “The 
Barbarian” as it is dressed quite 
excessively with cheese, sided with 
onion rings and fries, and lashed 
with a thin slice of bacon. Dressed 
or not, the bottomline is, it's a 
pretty damn good burger. 


Kustai Khan was the last of the Great 
Khans of the Mongolian Empire and 
founder of the Chinese Yuan Dynasty. In 
his thirties, he became governor of the 
southern territories of the Mongol Empire. 
In his forties, he battled his brother for the 
title of Great Khan and eventually won. In 
his sixties, he conquered China's Song 
Dynasty and created the Yuan Dynasty. 
Obviously, he led many armies, and tales 
have it that the drive and dedication of his 
Mongolian warriors were so strong that to 
survive, they learned to prepare their 
meals by simply cooking their hunt over 


fire, using only their swords and overturned | 


shields as cooking implements. 


| share this because | thought that was 
how Mongolian barbecue was born. | had 
pictured big, brawny men in sheepskin 
clothing, holding deer by the horns, then 
chopping these into bite-size pieces and 
barbecuing them to get through winter and 
the war. 


| was wrong. 


Apparently Mongolian barbecue isn't even 
Mongolian! (In fact, as any pedestrian 
would notice, it isn't even barbecue.) Just 
like French fries aren't French, the 
Mongolian barbecue is—hold your breath 
for this—Taiwanese! In fact, the made-in- 
Taiwan stir-fried carnivore chopsuey was 
inspired by the Japanese-style teppanyaki 
and became popular in the '80s. Except 
that the restaurants that used this concept 
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of cooking also used Mongolian names like 
Genghis Khan or Ogodei, which was 
probably why the dish came to be known 
as Mongolian barbecue. 


Enticed by its huge signs advertising eat- 
all-you-can Mongolian barbecue and its 
tongue-in-cheek announcements on the 
menu that some items are “still in 
Mongolia,” | stepped into Kublai's Rock in 
Magallanes with my penchant for cultural 
exploration fully stirred as | braced myself 
for a "Mongolian" experience. Well, as it 
turned out, it was a cultural experience 
independent of state identity as it wasn't 
Mongolian at all! 


For a start, replace the concept of 


Text and photographs by Margaux Salcedo 


re” 95 


Discovered tastes: Mongolian Barbecue Bowl (top) and Royal Hibs : 


skewered meats with a heaping bowl of 
noodles, veggies, rice, and thinly sliced 
meats, which are then stir-fried on an iron 
griddle with various sauces for flavoring. 
This is the main attraction at Kublai's Rock, 
where you can endlessly refill your 
Mongolian barbecue bowl for P349. You 
will then have the choice of appreciating 
your made-in-Taiwan Mongol bowl, either 
with very spicy flavoring, a low sodium mix, 
a Mongol flavor (which the restaurant 
simply translates to "mildly spicy") or a 
sweet and sour take. What makes the 
Kublai spread special, though, is that the 
Mongolian barbecue selection goes the 
extra mile. The restaurant does not limit 
itself to your usual pork, chicken and beef, 


(continued on page 12) 
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Agents are trained well, but that first call can be nerve-wracking 


| First Call 


It's the moment of truth that most call 
center agents dread, the acid test that 
determines whether they're meant for 
the job. Whether it's a lonely old man 
who won't hang up, an irate customer 
venting, or a foul-mouthed drunk, they 
have to take that call 


By Claire Agbayani 


Tue pay scale can be dizzying, with 
young agents just past their 20s taking 
home salaries that rank and file workers 
can only dream of. With commissions, 
night differentials and bonuses, a simple 
call center agent can earn as much as 
P60,000 a month, says an insider. 


Such perks however come at a steep price, 
with medical experts warning of health 
problems associated with late hours as 
well as emotional disorders that result from 
constant stress and anxiety on the job. 

But there is yet one downside to the job 
that call center agents dread. After all the 
training, the drill on the correct American 
accent, the breathing exercises to calm 
oneself, the rehearsed spiels to push a 
product or soothe aggrieved clients, 
everything comes down to that Crucial First 
Call. 


Can they hack it? What if it's a querulous 
customer just itching to eat them up alive? 
Or a lady with a Southern American accent 
they can hardly understand? Can they 
remember all the answers they're 
supposed to give? How do they end a 
difficult call graciously? 


Geela Hyacinth Sardido, who joined the 


call center industry as a fresh graduate of 
an exclusive girls' school, can't recall 
exactly how her first call went, “All | can 
remember is that | was so nervous. It was 
our second week in training and we were 
asked to listen in to calls on the production 
floor. Analyze what the agents are doing, 
listen, observe, we were told. After that, 
our training supervisor said we were going 
to take our first call. Immediately, | 
panicked. What would | say? Would | 
remember the right English words? Would | 
make the customer happy? What if | 
messed up? | just wanted to go home and 
sleep, but | had to do it. 


“But guess what? | had fun! The first call 
was a bit messy and ! had to raise my 
hand for help. But | felt this certain joy in 
helping out frustrated and angry 
customers.” 


It was totally different for Gin Macapagal, 
34, now AVP operations manager of a 
Makati-based collections call center. “My 
first call was a disaster,” she recounts. "You 
get trained and your mind is on info 
overload. A beep on your headset meant 
there was a call to answer. | wasn't 
confident, so | looked around and 
answered with a shaky voice, ‘Thank you 


(continued on page 6) 


PDI Photo 


First Call (from page 5) 


for calling,’ etcetera, etcetera, then the 
questions started coming. | fumbled on my 
PC 8. | heard a dog in background and 
started a conversation. | raised my flag to 
signal for help, so the trainer approached 
me. Politely | asked that the call be placed 
on hold while | tried to find the answers. 
The trainer guided me through the call. | 
felt like an idiot for having answered the 
phone even when | was unsure of what | 
was saying.” 


Of her first call, 29-year-old Iris Reyes who 
has worked with Sitel and ClientLogic 
recalls: “It was very embarrassing. | got 
nervous when | started talking to the 
customer. | didn't know what to do. 

It's good that | had a buddy—my top 
agent Mommy Gigi Uy—who came to 
my rescue. She taught me what 
information | needed to give the 
customer. She also told me that 
whenever | took a call, | had to be 
confident. | had to listen to the 

concern of the customer but | must 
always be firm while taking the call.” 


Haidee Pineda, 26, a customer 
service representative of a Canadian 
telecommunications company, 
confesses to similar feelings during 
her first phone encounter. “After 
training for a month in September last 
year, we were asked to go to our 
assigned work stations. The first to 
receive a call, we were told, would be 
calibrated by the floor coaches to see how 
the call would go. | was really, really 
nervous. | didn't even want to touch my 
headset. As soon as | logged in and 
autoed in (a signal that I'd be receiving a 
call soon), | had cold feet. | pressed the 
mute button to make sure that no 


unnecessary noises would be heard by our 
incoming caller. | almost jumped in surprise 


when | heard a beep. | told myself, “S--- , 
may call na!" | took a deep breath before 
answering the call. Horror stories flooded 
my brain. | was nervous that my caller 
would shout at me and say profanities and 
that | wouldn't be able to hold my patience 
and would shout back. However, my first 
call went well.” 


She adds, “My first call, which went 
smoothly, took all of seven minutes. | 
guess | was lucky. First, | did not take the 
very first call on the floor so my call was 
not audited. Second, my caller was a very 
nice old Canadian woman. Third, | was 
lucky enough to know the answers without 
asking for help from our floor coaches.” 
Since their company deals mainly with 
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Canadians, the job's been easy, says 
Pineda. “I'm so glad that they are so polite 
and very patient,” she adds. 


Ronald John Carpio, 24, who used to work 
with two Makati-based call centers wasn't 
as lucky with his first call. "I was trembling 
from my first caller. | started my spiel this 
way, ‘Hi, I'd like to speak with Robert ....' 
He replied, 'This is he. Who is this?' | said, 
“Hi Robert, this is John from Support 
Pharmacy.’ He snapped, ‘I don't need 
medication.’ To which | replied, ‘Well Sir, our 


| system shows that you ordered (a weight 


loss medication), from one of our affiliated 
pharmacies.’ To which he angrily replied, 
‘F*ck yourself bro!!! | said | don't need any 


Macapagal: “My-mind is on info overload.” 


medication.’ Then he hung up on me." 


Carpio adds, "I got irate customers that 
night. | received lots of calls from people 
who were always saying bad words. 
Maybe that made me leave my first job 
with a call center. | am not used to always 
hearing such words," says this former 
seminarian. 


Making the job harder is the expected 
graciousness from call center agents. 
"Even if clients were to hang up, we need 


| to close the conversation pleasantly by 


thanking them. We need to 're-compose' 


' ourselves and be ready for the next caller," 


says Carpio. 


Difficult calls may be part of the job, but 
some calls are just more traumatic than 
others, says Macapagal. "It depends on the 
account (you're handling)." Bills are the 


; worst disputes, says Tom Teves, who'd 


rather keep his real identity a secret lest he 
gets into trouble with his employer. "There 
are customers who ask you to explain their 
bill. Worst is being accused of always 
calling them and being threatened with a 


lawsuit. " Or, adds Macapagal, "there's this 
| nice old lady who just won't get off the 
| phone." 


Accents too can be troublesome. Teves 
cites "Southern US accent, Black American 
; accent" as difficult, though dealing with 

| prank calls and sex calls are a close 
second. The most common calls though 
come from irate customers who think 

, they've been overbilled and who have 

| problems with their phones or service, 
adds Teves. 


Keeping phone calls short can also be a 

challenge, says Pineda. "I had an old 

| customer who was so drunk he even 
shared his stories of valor and glory 
as a soldier in World War Il. | couldn't 
hang up on him because we are not 
allowed to do so. We talked for about 
an hour when, finally, my floor coach 
gave me permission to hang up." 


Homesickness among fellow Pinoys 
abroad can be a problem as well, 
says Teves. "They talk to me in 
Tagalog but they understand that | 
can't talk back to them using the 
same language." 


Racism is a souring element to the 
job too, says Macapagal, citing a call 
that went: “I want my line cut. | hate 
your service. | spoke to three agents 
who can't speak English. Are you 
Indians or idiots?" 


Sardido adds, "Filipinos get discriminated 

against, too. Some American callers 

describe us as monkeys, or as someone 

who can't speak English so they would ask 
| to be transferred to an American agent." 


A credit analyst recalls how a caller from 
the US asked him repeatedly where he 
was located. The man kept saying, "I won't 
talk to no brown monkey." Thinking fast on 
his feet, the credit analyst replied, "Well, 
Sir, this monkey can read your account." 


Sometimes a simple thank you can wipe all 
those racist slurs, most of the call center 
agents agree. "Most of our callers are 
Canadians and they are really nice. Some 
callers are very stingy with their thank 
you's though." Adds Teves: "We Pinoys are 
very profuse in our thank you's," 


It is expected of call center agents, says 
Macapagal. "A common agent may say 
thank you 25 times during a four-minute 
call. And in most cases they say thank you 
even when they are not supposed to." 

It's a habit that they can only wish other 
callers would adopt as well. * 


FEATURE 


Weve all heard about Gen X and Gen 
Y, terms that refer to people born in certain 
eras, who are said to have particular 
personalities shaped by time and 
circumstance. Gen X, for example, refers 
to people born around the 1960s and 
1970s. Unlike the earlier generation of 
baby boomers born right after the Second 
World War, Gen X did not go through as 
much instability and hardship as their 
parents did, and therefore are said to be 
more individualistic, even nihilistic and 
cynical of the world. 


Gen Y, on the other hand, are those born in 
the late 1970s and 1980s, whose growing 
up years were marked by the end of the 
Cold War, and are therefore said to be 
even more apolitical than Gen X. Gen Y 
also grew up with computers and the 
Internet and saw young entrepreneurs like 
the founders of Yahoo and Google 
becoming millionaires at an early age. With 
these young millionaires as role models, 
Gen Y is said to be even more 
individualistic than Gen X, and aggressive. 


All these descriptions are mainly for 
developed countries, particularly the United 
States, but in this age of globalization, we 
can certainly see Gen X and Gen Y types 
in the Philippines, especially among the 
upper classes. There are variations of 
course. For example, Filipino Gen X-ers, 
born in the 1960s and 1970s, are not quite 
as cynical about politics as their American 
counterparts, mainly because they grew up 
under martial law but saw the restoration of 
democracy in 1986 and the potentials of 
the Filipino. 


Lately I've been wondering if we might be 
seeing a sub-generation type emerging—of 
young people born in the 1980s and early 
1990s, who have stumbled on an 
economic bonanza that allows them to 
earn more money than other young people 
or even their parents. 


| with salaries higher than what university 


| even provide workplace perks like free 


By Michael L. Tan 


An Outsourced Generation 


Rolling in cash from their well-paid jobs, young call center employees have 
become known for their conspicuous consumption. How will this 
generation's spending patterns and values shape the country's future? 


www.chinaadyseeytours.com 


Disposable income defines Gen CC 


I'm not talking about the local equivalents and let live. 
of the Yahoo entrepreneurs making it big 
through the Internet. I'm referring to what | 
call Gen CC, young people who work in the 
outsourcing industry, mainly call centers. 
With monthly salaries starting at about 
P17,000, these are young people with a lot 
of disposable income. Many still live with 
their parents and so don't have to pay rent. 
Most are still single, which means even 
fewer expenses. And many are actually 
upper class kids who see their call center 
salaries as supplementary. "Pang-gasolina 
lang (gas money)," as one of them told me. 


Indeed, some call center employees have 
become notorious for their conspicuous 
consumption, whiling away their time and 
cash in Starbucks and in restobars. 
They're quick to sign up for group tours to 
Bangkok or to "Bora," the abbreviated 
name they've given Boracay, to the disgust 
of its residents. The name has become 
almost iconic, representing the stereotyped 
call center employee's "Hey man, | don't 
really care" attitude. 


| try to be charitable, understanding how 
call centers can numb (and sometimes 
dumb down) people. As a defense, Gen 
CCers live for the moment, building their 
own little worlds of fleeting pleasures, from 
quickie relationships to blitzkrieg vacations, 
wired to their iPods and mobile phones. All 
that is a sanitized description; I'm 
concerned too by reports that rates of drug 
dependency and unwanted pregnancies 


The work has been described as boring, 
sometimes aggravating (when dealing with 
rude clients), with terrible hours (the so- 
called graveyard shift, which starts late at | 
night and extends into early morning), but 


professors would get. Some companies 


snacks, billiard or game rooms, daycare 
centers, sleeping lounges, even an 
occasional gym. With such perks and pay 
scale, call center employees can just live 


(continued on page 14) 


tule NQUIRERnewazin T 


COVER STORY 


Chicken Soup for the Pinoy 


Professional's Soul 


How a would-be dropout, a pilot wannabe, a 62-year-old and a Julius Babao fan 


are carving dynamic careers at eTelecare Global Solutions 


Making the right choice 


Ma. Cynthia Myles Umali had thought of 
going to Japan as an entertainer or to 
Taiwan as a factory worker and taking up a 
six-month caregiver course to ensure her 
landing a job right after graduation. Myles, 
who had to work her way through college, 
used to get off from school at 4 p.m. then 
rush off to McDonald's for her 6 to 10 p.m. 
shift. 


“Naiiyak ako sa pagod at hirap pero 
sayang ang iyak. Mas mabuting matulog at 
magpahinga na lang (| wanted to weep but 
then | figured it was better to sleep and get 
some rest)," recalls Myles. But her efforts 
paid off. The Marketing major from St. 
Paul's Manila immediately landed a job as 
call center agent for a multinational 
computer company. She later transferred to 
eTelecare where she is now a quality 
assurance specialist. She monitors and 
evaluates calls, making sure that 
representatives meet eTelecare's 
standards. 


At 22, Myles has become the family 
breadwinner. Her father had left them for a 
second family when she was 5, and her 
mother, an asthmatic, had to sell Avon 
products part time to make ends meet. 
"Now, my mom doesn't have to do part 
time work anymore," says Myles. With her 
salary at eTelecare, she is able to send her 
brother to school, buy the groceries and 
share the rent with her aunt. "My salary is 
like that of a long-time employee," she says 
proudly. “I'm paid really well." 


Myles finds her job responsibilities just as 
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Myles Umali and mom: Perseverance pays off and pays well 
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Lance Lumban (right): Corporate culture is 
vital 

rewarding, "especially after knowing that I 
have helped my officemates meet their 
targets." She adds, "Coaching people and 
seeing them improve means a lot to me. I 
have even coached a team that went from 
Bottom 20 to Top Ten. There's great 
fulfillment at eTelecare." 
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His Corner of the Sky 


He initially sold cars, encyclopedia and 
children's books, leaving one job after 
another in just a few months. Lance 
Lumban, who grew up at the Villamor Air 
Base and dreamt of becoming a pilot, also 
did web hosting and sold computer 
hardware. But the worst job he's had, 
recalls this Tourism graduate with a giggle, 
was working in a siomai factory where he 
was promised a job as a management 
trainee. “We were overworked and 
underpaid.” 


He had been to a good school and was 
looking for a similar culture in his 
workplace, Lance states. In January 2002, 
he saw an eTelecare ad and immediately 
emailed an application. eTelecare hired him 
the following month. Now on his fifth year 
at eTelecare, Lance is a senior team leader 
for a technical support program for a large 


internet service provider. 


“| got promoted every year,” says Lance, 
who moved up from being an entry level 
customer service agent (CSA 1) to 
technical support representative and later, 
a technical support specialist (TSS), team 
leader and currently as senior team leader. 


Lance, who's aiming for the post of 


Jojo Reyes: To succeed, be with the best 
people 


operations manager next, has set aside his 
dreams of becoming a commercial pilot, | 
but says that his job at eTelecare has made 
use of some of the skills he's learned at 
aviation school. “In aviation, a captain has 
to be in command of the aircraft. At 
eTelecare, | am likewise in command and 
making quick decisions based on data. | 
am able to use the analytical skills | 

learned in aviation to examine the data in 
my work at eTelecare.” 


After much searching, Lance says he has 
found his corner of the sky—as captain 
working among world-class people at 
eTelecare. 


Will You Still Hire Me—When I'm 64? 


Almost 64, Thelma Montano is the last 
person you'd imagine to be working in a 
call center. She was 62 when she was 
hired as an Italian multilingual agent at 
eTelecare. Fortunately for her, the 
company practices equal employment 
opportunity. It provides opportunities for 
employees of all ages, including qualified 
senior citizens. 


Her background certainly proved an asset. 
Thelma studied Humanities in Florence 
and stayed in Italy for five years. For 34 
years, she worked as an executive 
secretary, mostly for multinational 
companies. Knowing how to speak Italian 
has proven valuable as well in her work for 
an Italian Trade Mission. 


In the 1990s, she sold real estate and 
insurance. When the insurance industry 
went down, Thelma responded to an 
eTelecare ad. These days, she has an 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. shift with the company, 
averaging 40 calls per shift, mostly from 
Italian clients. “When | go to work in Libis, 
there's no traffic, and when | go home to 
Las Piñas, there's no traffic," she says. 
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agents and two shift managers. 


A very fluent English speaker, Jojo had 
wanted to be a newscaster. His father's 
work for the United Nations gave him the 
rare privilege of finishing high school at the 
International School in Manila, after which 
he went to UP Los Bafios for his degree in 
Development Communications. "| wanted 
to be the next Julius Babao,” Jojo quips. 
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I Montano (left): Enjoying a new lease in worklife 


People still tease her, however. "Ang 
tanda-tanda nyo na, nag-call center pa 
kayo! (You're too old to be working in a call 
center!)" To which she counters, "Carry 
n'yo 'yan? May Italian ako, kayo wala! 
(Well, can you beat that? 1 have Italian 
(calls) and you don't!" 


Thelma, a mother of two grown-up children 
and wife to a septuagenarian, says she has 
much to be thankful about at eTelecare: 


‚ “I'm still able to work. And I'm earning more 


than before." 
His Lucky Charm 


A combination of good timing, superb skills, 
loyalty, and even luck probably gave Jojo 
Reyes a phenomenal career. Hired by 
eTelecare straight out of college, he has 
risen from being an agent to become site 
head of eTelecare in PBCom Makati within 
five and a half years. 


Jojo now handles five programs, 1,000 
agents, and five operations managers. 
Before his recent appointment, he was a 


senior operations manager handling 150 


But no longer. “I'm more than satisfied with 
what | have now,” says Jojo. "My eTelecare 
career has exceeded my expectations. 
During my interview, | was asked my goal, 
and | answered, 'to be a team leader in two 
years.' But | reached this goal in nine 
months!" 


Jojo says he looks upon his family as his 
inspiration and lucky charm. His son, Hugo, 
was born a week after he was hired. They 
used to live with his parents but his pay 
has now enabled them to have their own 
two-bedroom condominium unit in Ortigas. 


Getting to the top has been a matter of 
attitude and strategy, says Jojo. Moving up 
the ladder starts with developing oneself 
and then developing others, he states. 


“То be successful, you have to make sure 


that you are working with the best people," 
Jojo adds. 


Carrying the World-Class Banner in the 
US 


Among the first agents hired by eTelecare, 
(continued on page 11) 
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Benedict Hernandez: Pitching 
Quality Calls and National Pride 


His vision: Show the world that the Filipino is not cheaper but better. Offer the 
Philippines not as a low-cost destination, but as a provider of superior quality 


service. With one phone call 


Hes not your typical big boss. Benedict 
Hernandez attends corporate events in 
fashionable collared shirts with a backpack 
slung on his shoulder. Gray suits and silk 
neckties are not his style. "The call center 
industry is not a coat-and-tie environment," 
explains Benedict, who started out as the 
youngest Psychology instructor at the 
University of the Philippines (UP) and went 
on to become general manager of 
eTelecare Global Solutions in the 
Philippines. 


Putting the country on the global map has 
always been the dream of this thirty- 
something maverick. And nowhere is this 
more possible, says Benedict, than in the 
call center industry where Filipinos can 
compete on global standards and excel. 


The man who helped steer eTelecare's 
phenomenal growth in the country 
remembers its early days. "Back in 2000," 
he recounts, "nobody knew what the call 
center industry was all about. You pitch the 
Philippines, which they often misspelled, 
and they'd ask in amazement, 'Are there 
many Filipinos who can speak English?" 
Now it's different." 


From zero, seven years ago, the Philippine 
call center industry now employs almost 
200,000 people. "We can get it to employ 
500,000 and be a US$10-billion industry in 
a few years," Benedict reveals. "The 
indirect economic gains include better 
purchasing power and more real estate 
properties being bought. The non- 
economic gain is that we score points in 
contributing to the national image that the 
Filipino is one of the best, if not the best 
Global Knowledge Professional in the 
world. We are currently creating a road 
map to reach this goal." 


Hernandez: Finding a worthy cause for self 
and country 


Benedict stands confidently among his 
foreign counterparts. "The senior 
leadership of eTelecare is made up of 
many global consultants armed with MBAs 
from Ivy League schools," he says. “I'm 
among the Filipinos in the senior 
leadership team and l'm not from an Ivy 
League school. A Pinoy without an Ivy 
League background can stand alongside 
such Ivy Leaguers, and my personal vision 


is to get more Filipinos on the senior 
leadership level without them having to 
graduate from Harvard University or 
Carnegie Mellon." 


The guy started everything young. Earning 
his degree from UP in 1990 with magna 
cum laude honors at 19, he went on to 
teach at the UP Psychology Department 
while pursuing his Ph.D. in Psychology. In 
1992, he became the first recipient of the 
university's "Most Outstanding Graduate 
Student" Award. Last year, he was named 
one of The Outstanding Young Men and 
became the first business process 
outsourcing (BPO) leader to be honored 
with the citation. 


Benedict was a UP Diliman instructor for 
three years before he moved to the 
corporate world. "I love teaching, and 
although I'm not a teacher anymore, ! still 
get to do what teachers do—be in front of 
people, provide them direction and 
encouragement, help them be better 
individuals. At eTelecare, | help people not 
just do a better job but also become better 
individuals." 


Such youthful initiative finds perfect 
breeding ground in the company. 
“eTelecare is young. It's exciting to try new 
things here," Benedict avers. 


Benedict's vision for eTelecare reflects who 
he is. It is for the company to be "Always a 
Pioneer, Always a Trailblazer. It's about 
being superior in quality, being No. 1." 
eTelecare has done just that, scoring a 
record of firsts, Benedict adds. The first 
Philippine BPO (business process 
outsourcing) in the NASDAQ stock 
exchange, the first BPO awarded by the 
People Management Association of the 
Philippines as Employer of the Year, and 
one of the first BPOs here to acquire a 
company in the United States, are among 
these. 


Benedict says eTelecare is set a cut above 
the rest of the BPOs. "First, we're not 


eTelecare employees: A sense of ownership 


competing in price. The Philippines should 
not be known as a low-cost destination. 
Second, we recruit the best people and 
equip them with world-class skills. Third, 
and very critical, is how we drive 
‘ownership’ in our company." 


Translated into the working culture of 
eTelecare, this means that “the employees 
do things because they truly care for the 
company,” says Benedict. “The mantra that 
we want our employees to have is, ‘This is 
my company and | want to make a 
difference.’ Once you drive ownership, the 
values are intact. You cannot mandate 
‘ownership. It is cultivated among the 
employees.” 


To drive the sense of ownership across all 
levels in eTelecare, Benedict has coined 
the acronym SHIP—for shared 


responsibility, humility, involvement, and 
passion. 


“Shared responsibility means ‘we sink or 
swim together.’ Ownership gives us a 
sense of community. Humility means 
getting people involved in ways to solve 
issues and problems,” he says. eTelecare 
has 8,000 employees in the Philippines 
and 2,600 in the United States, mostly 
frontliners, who deal with customers. 
“Humility suggests that managers can trust 
the experience and wisdom of frontliners. 


“Involvement says, ‘This is our problem. 
What do we do about it?’ It is about the 

supervisor who involves employees and 
says, '! hear your problem. What do you 
think are the possible solutions to it?' 


"It's hard to get a sense of ownership 
without being passionate about it. In 
eTelecare, we want to prove to the world 
that the Filipino is not cheaper but better. 
This is about superior quality. We 
contribute to a national sense of pride." 


That, says Benedict, is where he derives 
the greatest sense of fulfillment as 
eTelecare GM. "I found a worthwhile cause 
for myself. | have the opportunity to lead a 
company in leading the industry, and doing 
so does something for our country. At the 
end of my career, I'd be happy to say, 'A 
million Filipinos are contributing to national 
pride and image and | was there to help 
make that happen." Ruby Ann Kagaoan- 
Calo 


eTelecare Global 
Solutions’ 
Trailblazing Legacy 


* Pioneered the Philippine call 
center industry é 


* Recognized by the Philippine 
Commission on Information and 
Communication Technology 


* Pursued a unique offshore “Invest 
To Outperform" model 


* Paved the way for sales, 
technology support and financial 
services 


* First business process outsourcing 
(BPO) company to win numerous 
international awards (60 as of 
today) 


* First and only BPO to have won 
the prestigious People Management 
Association of the Philippines’ 
“Employer of the Year” award 


* One of the first to acquire a BPO 
company in the United States 


* The first Philippine BPO to be 
listed in NASDAQ 
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Chicken Soup... (from page 9) 


- Pa pz 
Eli Igoy (standing): Portrait of the Filipino as 
expat in the US É 


Eli Igoy is now based in Arizona, not as an 
immigrant with a green card, but as a 
Filipino expatriate working in the 
company's US site. 


“Knowledge transfer is now reverse,” points 
out Eli. " Filipinos are now being assigned 
to the US for knowledge transfer!" This, 
with good reason. “Filipinos here have a 
good reputation,” says Eli. "We work hard. 
We are disciplined and don't procrastinate. 
We do more than expected. Being Filipino, 
we are not limited to a task list." 


Eli is eTelecare's client manager for a 
hardware and software support program for 


‚ one of the biggest computer manufacturers 


in the world. “It's an expansion of what | 
handled in the Philippines from 2005 to 
2006,” Eli explains. "What we started in 
eTelecare in the Philippines—the 
processes, procedures, policies—we have 
migrated to the US office.” 


Eli, an A.B. Psychology graduate from the 
Ateneo de Manila University in March 
2000, took the road less traveled when he 
joined the company. "The general view 


then was that a call center job was a 
telephone operator's job. There was no 
prestige. Considering that | graduated from 
the Ateneo, | took a chance in an industry 
that was just starting and | did my best.” 


Eli zeroes in on his communications skill as 
his most important asset in his job. "I am 
always mindful of the content and delivery 
of my message when dealing with the 
client. How | deal with the client can either 
hurt or strengthen the relationship between 
the client and eTelecare.” 


His Jesuit-honed communications skill is 
world-class, and certainly helped put Eli 
where he is now, working with people with 
a world-class mindset. * 


For more information, call hotline numbers 
580-6530 (Manila), (032) 411-9030 (Cebu) 
or visit website www.etelecarecareers.com 


SUDOKU 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 
їп the empty squares so that each row, each column and each 
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level 
of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


Conceptis Sudoku hy Dave Green 


Answer to previous puzzle 
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but extends the choices to include fancy 
fare such as oysters. 


The truth, though, is that | did not visit 
Kublai's Rock for the Mongolian Barbecue, 
although | did enjoy the bowl. That was a 
plus. | had come across a blog article on 
the country's best burgers at 
tableforthreeplease.blogspot.com which 
featured the Kublai's Rock Barbarian 
Burger. Table guest Christine of Ramblings 
of a Gypsy Soul (http://gypsysoul73. 
blogspot.com/) had written about Kublai’s 
burger with such gusto that | trekked to 
southern Makati to check it out myself. The 
verdict: it was worth the trip. There is no 
doubt about the sexuality of this burger: it 
is all man. | mean, it's what a dude would 
eat if he was hungry. It would be too huge 
a serving for a woman, | think, unless 
you're one of those females who can eat 
like a horse, in which case the restaurant 
offers The Barbarian's Wife, a petite 


version of her hubby minus the bacon belt. 
A fine man, | would call the burger The 
Warrior instead of The Barbarian as it is 
dressed quite excessively with cheese and 
sided with onion rings and fries, plus a thin 
slice of bacon that circles the beef. But, 
dressed or not, the bottomline is it's a 
pretty damn good burger. It is no Kobe 
beef burger, for sure, but this pure beef 
quarter pounder is in fact slightly larger and 
tastier than a Big Brothers’ Burger—which | 
had to order the next day to refresh my 
carnivore memory. A pretty impressive feat, 
considering that Brothers has gained a 
street rep as the burger of choice for many 
a Pinoy burger connoisseur. Don't mix in 
the accompanying mayonnaise right away, 
though—| found it to taste better without. 


Another manly order is The Royal Ribs. It 
really is simply sweet and sour pork spare 
ribs, but the serving is generous and, true 
to its menu description, the ribs are “not- 
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so-spare.” A bite of the pork makes me 
remember Time Magazine's Summer 
Journey Special Issue entitled We Are 
What We Eat, where the thesis is made 
that we may be embracing fusion “at the 
expense of the erosion of our cultures.” It 
could be true: before me was an American 
favorite, spare ribs, but it was bathed not in 
chili peppers and barbecue sauce but in 
the more Chinese-oriented sweet and sour 
sauce, and paired not with potatoes but 
with the Asian staple, rice. Mongolian? No. 
American? Not quite. Filipino? Maybe. 
Pinoy by way of Magallanes in the 
globalized world. 


Kublai's Rock is the urban gentleman's 
neighborhood resto-bar, with its black 
walls, huge flat screen that is set to ESPN, 
dim lights, placemats that playfully unite 
the history of the Mongol Empire with pop 
culture, eat-all-you-can Mongolian 
barbecue, and a meat-laden menu. 
Although it may be disappointing that there 
are menu items that are “still in Mongolia,” 
your heart will grow fonder of the items that 
are here, beginning with the not-quite- 
Mongolian Barbecue. * 


Kublai’s Rock. 6/F Oakbridge Building, 
Paseo de Magallanes. Tel. 851-6086. 
Hours: 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily.; 5 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Sun. to Tues.; 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Wed. to Sat. Credit cards: Visa and 
Mastercard. Reservations: None required. 
Events: Rocking Wednesdays (rock music) 
and Saturday White Nights (house). 
Ambiance: Relaxed casual. 


FEATURE 


Staying All Right, 


All Night 


Is the graveyard shift pushing call 
center workers to an early 
grave? Here’s how to cope 


YOU'VE seen them anywhere there's a call 
center: pale, bleary-eyed employees 
struggling to stay awake as they cope with 
the reversal of their natural schedules, 
sleeping (or trying to) during the day, and 
working a full shift at night. 


“It's difficult to generalize, but I've seen a 
few recent hires who used to have daytime 
jobs struggle to adjust to the night shift 
during their first few weeks," admits one 
call center manager. In an October 2006 
issue of Newsweek, this struggle was 
traced to the disturbance of the circadian 
thythm, “a biological clock that locks every 
creature on the planet into a rhythm set by 
the rising and setting of the sun," resulting 
in a cycle that “regulates the synthesis and 
release of hormones that induce 
sleepiness or wakefulness.” In other words, 
people are designed to be asleep at night. 


There's growing evidence showing that the 
lack of sleep brought on by the reversal of 
this cycle is taking its toll on health. “On the 
physical level, employees can suffer from 
weakness, lethargy, and lack of focus,” 
says psychiatrist Dr. Gary Canlas. 
“Because of this lack of focus, they commit 
more errors, resulting in frustration, 
irritability, moodiness, and depression.” 
The information website essortment.com 
also reports that “night shift workers may 
have increased sleep disorders, 
gastrointestinal complaints, ulcers, heart 
problems, high blood pressure, depression, 
mood swings, substance abuse, and 
fatigue.” 


The Fred Hutchinson Research Center has 
even found a link between breast-cancer 
risk and exposure to light at night because 
of sleeping habits, bedroom lighting, and 
night shift work, with the findings published 
in the Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute. The stress could lead to more 
estrogen production in women, which may 
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By Alya B. Honasan 
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Struggling to adjust to the night shift is a common call center challenge 


be a factor in developing cancer. Women's 
fluctuating hormones can make the 
problem worse in other ways. "Women tire 
more easily," says Dr. Canlas. "And the 
older you are, the harder it is to adjust to 
the change in schedule and the lack of 
good sleep." 


On a mental level, those who sleep when 
the world is awake suffer social problems 
as well, including alienation from their 
families and friends, unless they stay 
awake which, in turn, results in sleep 
deprivation. "Shift workers may have family 
obligations that shorten their sleep time, 
such as caring for young children or an 
elderly family member," says 
essortment.com. 


"You can talk to your family members to 
help you sleep, keep your room dark and 
your house quiet," says Dr. Canlas, who 
has treated call center employees for sleep 
disorders and the consequent anxieties. 
"But how do you tell people to stop calling, 
or the tricycles on the street and the 
barking dogs outside not to make so much 
noise?" 


Acknowledging this stress, companies are 
now making the night shift a little more 
manageable for workers, and creating 
opportunities for improving health and 
personal development. "There are 
company gyms that employees can use 
free of charge, while some companies 
sponsor sports clubs like basketball, 


(continued on page 15) 
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Welcome to Boomtown, circa 2000 (from page 3) 


bars that offer “happy hour" rates at 5 a.m. 
when many agents get off their night shift, 
and even concerts held during what used 
to be ungodly hours of the night, or 
morning. 


A casual look at the taxi queues outside 
call centers in the wee hours of the 
morning reveal that even the transportation 
industry is enjoying the BPO boom. “All of 
a sudden, you have taxi drivers enjoying 
the benefits of having passengers to ferry 
during the traditionally dead hours of 2 
a.m. to 5 a.m.,” Locsin said. “The multiplier 
effect on the economy is tremendous.” 


Naturally, these benefits have not been lost 
on the government which has been striving 
to make the local environment more 
conducive for this kind of business. 


One consistent advocate is Sen. Manuel 
"Mar" Roxas Il who started pushing for 
more perks for BPO firms from his days as 
Trade and Industry Secretary in the late 
1990s. "From its modest beginnings, the 
industry is now one of the world's active 
players in the large—and growing—global 
BPO services market," he said. “It now 
generates revenues approaching three 
billion dollars and creates jobs for [over] 
200,000 of our people.” 


From a purely economic perspective, 
Roxas pointed out that the communications 
sector, which is what measures the 
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more and more difficult to hire agents who 
are fluent in English. This phenomenon 
has spawned a whole new allied industry 
of schools dedicated to teaching “call 
center English.” 


One such school is Cebu-based ExcelAsia 
which focuses on training so-called “near 
hires” for another shot at the job. Near- 
hires are defined as applicants who were 
almost employed in call centers but lacked 
certain skills that led to their rejection. “Call 
centers are now sending their near-hires to 
ExcelAsia for further training and to 
improve their performance during job 
screening,” the company said. 


On the average, the hiring rate in the call 
center industry stands between 2 percent 
and 5 percent. This means that for every 
100 applicants, only two to five persons are 
hired. Applicants between the 6-percent to 
10-percent passing rates are considered 
"near-hires" and have the best chances of 
getting hired with a little more training. 


Beyond this, however, BPAP is worried 
about the health risks to workers in the call 
center industry, even as no empirical data 
has уе! emerged directly linking work 
practices to health issues. 


“In terms of health, | admit there are lots of 
notions about health risks," Locsin said. 
“And it's true that there are concerns. We 
detect an increased tendency toward 
smoking and higher caffeine consumption. 
There are also people who become obese 
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Finding qualified call center agents will be a problem. if English proficiency continues to к= 
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activities of the industry, showed a growth 
rate in 2006 of 9 percent, well above the 
growth rate of the entire services seclor 
which came at 6 percent, and the entire 
economy's performance at 5.3 percent. 


Despite exhibiling already impressive 
growth rates over the last seven years, 
Roxas believes that the industry could 
easily grow another 300 percent in terms of 
revenues and headcount if lingering 
concerns and roadblocks are removed. 


Foremost of these is the declining English 
proficiency in the country as evidenced by 
test scores plotted by the Department of 
Education. “The supply side will be a 
problem if English proficiency continues to 
go down," BPAP's Locsin conceded. 


Already, many BPO firms are finding it 


An Outsourced Generation (from page 7) 


are higher among call center employees 
than among other youth. 


I'm generalizing of course, and | will say | 
know call center employees who come 
from more middle-class households and 
who do the call centers to put themselves 
(and occasionally, a sibling) through 
college. They scrimp and they save, and 
it's heartbreaking seeing how they try to 
stay awake in class after doing a graveyard 
shift. You're more likely to find them in a 
turo-turo than in a Starbucks Café; and if 
they're wired, it's to a cheap MP3 player 
rather than an iPod. 


| also wonder if Gen CC is shaped by the 
call centers alone. Filipinos are in an “1, me 


or skinny because of the shift in the 
working environment." 


The industry recognizes this and has been 
stepping up information campaigns to 
educate workers about healthy living, 
especially those whose body clock is 
affected by the change in working hours. 


“Seventy percent of the BPOs' work 
revolves around people," the BPAP official 
said. "So we're really focused on our main 
resource.” 


Despite these worries, the industry shows 
no signs of slowing down. BPAP has 
already laid out an ambitious strategic plan 
for the next three years called "10-10-10." 


“The goal is to have one million workers by 
the end of 2010," Locsin said, adding that 
they hope to see revenues rise to 
anywhere between $10 billion to $12 billion 
by that year, from only $3.4 billion at the 
end of 2006. “We expect the industry to 
grow between 35 percent and 40 percent 
this year, in terms of revenues and 
headcount.” 


Whether these targets are achieved or not, 
the benefits of the industry on the economy 
are undeniable. 


“These young professionals’ spending 
power is so strong,” the BPAP official said. 
“Most of them don't even know how to 
save. And all this spending and 
consumption help the economy." * 
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and myself" age, shaped in part by 
disappointment with the futile politics of our 
times. Many Gen CC members also come 
from families with overseas workers, raised 
by one parent, or even grandparents and 
other surrogates. They've learned to be 
tough, to look out for themselves. 


I'm glad to see young people who don't 
have to leave the country but can live fairly 
comfortably here. And yet, | can't help 
wondering too if the call centers shouldn't 
be doing more to help their young staff to 
better appreciate what the world has to 
offer. Years from now, will Gen CCers 
remember their work as honest and decent 
labor that allowed them to achieve what 
they wanted, or will they try to forget it as 
something out of a foolish, profligate 
youth? • 
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BROWSER 


A Crash Course on Call Centers 


Оек Calls are outbound when 
agents call customers to sell or collect from 
them. 


“We are more assertive for outbound calls. 
We have the command on the call,” says 
Ronald John Carpio, who used to work 
with two Makati-based call centers. 


Says Gin Macapagal, AVP operations 
manager of a Makati-based collections call 
center: “Collections are a different story. 
You have someone who is in deep s**t and 
can't pay his bills or card or whatnot. But 
it's your job to collect. You listen to key 
points and to his sad story: ‘My girlfriend 
used up my card and left me’, 'I have lost 
my job’ or Ч am on government fund 


checks | can barely live on.’ But you need 
to collect. How? You say, 'So would you 
like me to process the payment? It's free. 
Let me write that down as a promise. 
When you can make a payment, | will 
schedule it.’ 


Inbound: Calls are inbound if the agent 
functions as a directory service or as tech 
support. The calls could also be for debit 
card companies overseas. The agent 
answers customer queries regarding 
balance or transactions and the activation 
of cards. 


Haidee Pineda, a customer service 
representative of a Canadian 
telecommunications company, shares: "We 
have what we call Onesource. Everything ! 
need with regard to our job can be found in 
this knowledge portal. ! patiently browse 
through it and research for answers on my 
own. | only ask questions when | really, 
really don't know how to answer it for my 
customer, or if | don't know how to deal 
with it. " 


Adds Carpio: "For inbound calls, we need 
to always listen. Every time the customer 
talks, we need to repeat their concern to let 


them know that we understand and are 
willing to help them." 


Blending: When the agent does both 
inbound and outbound calls. 


The worse calls, says Macapagal, involve 
upselling. "You have a customer who is 
furious because of his bill, service or 
heaven knows what. This furious foreigner 
is eating you alive, sometimes cursing you 
so he can get what he wants. You figure 
out a way to calm him down and address 
his fury until you are able to pacify him. 
Apologizing and empathizing with the 
customer is always part of training. Then 
the hard part comes once you have 
pacified him and built rapport. For each 
call, you need to sell, no matter what. 
Some companies will reprimand you if you 
do not even attempt to sell." 


Satisfying the customer can sometimes be 
easier, says Macapagal. "You just have to 
be patient and polite. At the end of the call, 
you must satisfy the customer even if the 
query was not answered. It's all about how 
you project yourself and sometimes, or 
mostly, how you bulls**t your way out of a 
hard call." Claire Agbayani 
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Staying All Right, All Night (from page 13) 


football, and badminton," says the call 
center executive. 


"Night shifts are part of the job, so 
companies just make conditions more 
comfortable," reports Dr. Canlas. "The 
airconditioning is cold, food and drinks are 
available, and there are breaks when 
employees can take naps. Putol-putol nga 
lang ang tulog (sleep is staggered and 
intermittent) but that's better than getting 
no sleep at all." 


If you do have to work the night shift, a 
consequence of an increasingly global 

world, here are some ways to make life 
more "normal": 


1) Be consistent with your schedule, and 
avoid rotating shifts. If you must stay 
awake at night, it helps if you make the 
change habitual, even on your days off. "It 
is common for a person who sleeps from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. consistently to function 


productively at work from 11 p.m. to 7 
a.m.," says the Sleep Channel website. 
"Circadian rhythms operate on a 24-hour 
cycle. In non-fluctuating shift work, the shift 
in circadian rhythm remains constant once 
the body adapts to it. Resynchronization 
may take a while, but it is possible." 


2) Get enough sleep. "Practice good sleep 
hygiene," says the Sleep Channel, and that 
means preparing for your sleeping time like 
you normally would by planning a sleep 
schedule with the corresponding rituals. 
Get some exercise (the way people do 
after work), take a shower, and take some 
time to wind down with music or a good 
book, just as day workers do at the end of 
their day. If you don't get to sleep well on 
your days off, take a nap before you report 
for work. 


3) Avoid relying on stimulants like caffeine, 
alcohol, nicotine, and drugs, both over-the- 
counter and otherwise. "At best, caffeine, 
uppers, and up-all-night agents only 
temporarily fool the body into thinking it's 
functioning properly, which further 


complicates sleep disorder,” says the Sleep 
Channel. 


4) Get your family and friends to cooperate. 
If you live alone, great. Just get some dark 
window shades, turn off your phone, put on 
a pair of earplugs and an eye mask, and 
good night. If you live with your family, 
have a talk with parents, siblings, and 
children to get the noise level down as low 
as possible, and ask them to respect the 
“do not disturb" sign on your door. On days 
off, schedule family bonding for late 
afternoons or evenings, and get friends to 
hang out with you until the wee hours. 


5) Remind yourself that night shifts do have 
some advantages, as enumerated by the 
Emergency Nursing World website: 
differential pay, a more quiet environment, 
a simpler and more personal bureaucracy, 
increased autonomy, and (a plus in Manila) 
counter-commute traffic and parking. 

Until modern technology finds a way to 
safely manipulate our body's circadian 
rhythm, just make sure you stay healthy 
enough to enjoy your extra income. * 
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` turned 
my hair into 
my best 
accessory! 
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'm very vain when it comes to my hair 
because my total look depends on it. | always 


make sure my hairstyle matches my outfit! 
My stylist does lots of things to my hair and 
| get it colored monthly. Because | totally 
lisabuse my hair, | have to make extra effort 
it healthy. I've tried lots of shampoos, 
bot oils and other products for 
ealized that the root of 
ping treated. Svenson's 
«e they penetrate 


- Tessa Prieto-Valdes 
- Interior Designer 
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